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CHAP. I. 


THIS chapter contains thirteen years of the Pelo- 
ponnefian war, to the nineteenth incluGvely. 

SEeT. I. The very Jhort Reigns of Xerxes IL and 
Sogdianus* They are fucceeded by Darius Notkus. 
He puts ajlob to the Injur reHion of Egypt ^ and that 
"of Media. He beftaws on Cyrus ^ his youngeji Son^ 
the Jupreme Command ofaUAfia Minor. 

* A RTAXERXES died about the beginning of the 
l\, forty-ninth year of his reign. Xerxes, who 
fucceeded him, was the only fon which the queen his 
wife brought him : but he had feventeen others by his 
concubines, among whom was Sogdianus, (who is call- 
ed Secondianus by Ctefias) Ochus and Arfites. ^ Sog* 
dianus,in concert withPharnacias, one of Xcrxes's eu-^ 
nuchs, came infidioufly, one feftival day, to the ne\^ 
king, who, after drinking too immoderately, was retir- 
ed to his chamber, in order to give the fumes of the 
wine he had drank time to evaporate; where he killed 
him without any difficulty, after he had reigned but 
forty.five days; and was declared king in his flead* 

* A.M.3579. Aat. J. C. 43^. CtcC c« xlvit— -li, Dk)d. 1. xii. p. 11^. 

^ A. M. 3580. Ant. J. C. 4t4, 
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He ^vas fcarce on the throne, but he put to death 
Bdgorazus,the mofl faithful of all his. father's eunuchs. 
It was he who had been appointed to fuperintend the 
interment of Artaxerxes, and of the queen, Xerxes 's 
mother, w^ho died the fame day with her royal confort. 
After having depofited the two bodies in the mauTo- 
Icum where the kings of Perfia were interred, he 
found, at his return, Sogdianus on the throne, w^ho did 
not receive him favourably, upon account of fome dif- 
ference with him in the- lifetime of his father. Hut 
the new king did not ftop here: not long after he took 
an opportunity to quarrel with h inn on fome trifling 
circumilance relating to the obfequies of his father, 
and caufed him to be ilooed« 

. By thefe two murders, that of his brother Xerxes and 
of Bagorazus, he became the horror of the army and 
'nobility, fo that he did not think himfelf fafe on a 
throne, to which he had forced his way by fuch hor- 
rid murders. He fufpefted that his brothers harbour- 
ed the like defign; and Ochus, to whom his father had 
left the government of Hyrcania, was the chief object 
of his fufpicion. Accordingly he fent for him, with 
the intention of getting him murdered as foon as he 
arrived. However Ochus, who faw through his de- 
fign, delayed coming upon various pretences; \yhich 
he continued till he advanced at tlie head of a flrong 
army, which he openly declared he would employ to 
revenge the death of his brother Xerxes. This de- 
claration brought over to him a great number of the 
nobility, and fcveral governors oi the provinces, they 
being juilly diflatisfied at Sogdianus's cruelty and ill 
cojidjLid. Tliey put the tiara on Ochus's head, and 
proclaimed him king. Sogdianus feeing himfelf aban- 
doned in this manner, was as mean and cowardly in 
the ilight defence he made to maintain his crown, as 
he had before been unjuft and barbarous in ufurping it. 
Contrary to the advice of his bcft friends,and the wifell 
perfons who ftill adhered to him, he concluded a treaty 
with his brother, who getting him into his hands, caui'* 
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ti him to be thrown into aflies, where he died a cruel 
death. ' This was a kind oi punifhment peculiar to the 
Pcrfians, and exereifed only on great criminals. One 
of the largeft towers was filled to a-certain height with 
afhes. The criminal was then thrown headlong from 
the top of the tower into them; after which the afhes 
were, by awheel, turned perpetually round him, till he 
ivas fuffocatcd. Thus this wicked prince loft his liie 
and empire, which he enjoyed fix months and fifteen 
days. 

** Ochus, by the death of Sogdianus, now faw him- 
felf poirefTed of the empire. As (oon as he was well fet- 
tled in it, he changed his name from Ochus to that of 
Darius. To diftinguifli him, hillorians add the epithet 
Nod©*, fignifying baTlard. He reigned nineteen years. 

Arfites, feeing in what manner Sogdianus had fup- 
planted Xerxes, and had himfelf been dethroned by 
Ochus, meditated to ferve the latter in the fame man- 
ner. Though he was his brother by the fat her *s as well 
as the mother's fide, he openly revolted againft him, 
and was afiifted in it by Artyphius, fon of Megabyzus. 
Ochus, whom hereafter we fliall always call Darius, fent 
Artafyrus, one of his generals, againft Artyphius ; and 
himfelf, at the head of another army, marched againil 
Arfites. Artyphiusi with the Grecian troops in his pay^ 
defeated twice the general fent againft him. But, en- 
gaging a third time, the Greeks were corrupted, and he 
himfelf was beat, and forced to furrehder, upon his be- 
ing flattered with hopes that apardon would be granted 
him. The king would have had him put to death, but 
vas diverted from that refolution by queen Paryfatis, 
Daria8*s fifter and queen. She alfo was the daughter of 
Artaxerxes, but not by the fame mother as Danus: Ihe 
was an intriguing artful woman, and the king herhuf- 
band was governed by her on moft occafions. The 
counfel fhe now gave was perfidious to the laft degree. 

< Val. Max. 1 ix. c. 2. t Maccab. c. xiii. 1. iii. 
< A. M. 358X. A**t. J. C. 4«3. ' 
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She advifed him to exercife his clemency towards Ar* 
typhius, and {how him kind ufage, in order that his 
brother might hope, when he heard of his treating a 
rebellious fervant with fo much generofity, that he him- 
felf fiiould meet, at leail, with as mild treatment, and 
thereby be prompted to lay down his arms. Sheadded, 
that when once he Ihould have feized that prince, he 
might difpofe of him and Artyphius as he pleafed* 
Darius followed her counfel, which proved fuccefsfuU 
Arfites being informed of the gentle ufage which Ar- 
typhius met with, concluded that, as he was the king's 
brother, he fhould confequently meet with ftill more 
indulgent treatment; and with this hope he concluded 
a treaty, and furrendered himfelf. JDarius was very 
much inclined to fave his life : but Pary fatis, by incul- 
cating to him, that he ought to punifh this rebel to fe« 
cure nimfelf, at laft prevailed with him to put his bro- 
ther to death, and accordingly he was fufibcated in afhes 
with Artyplvius. However, Darius had a violent ftrug- 

f;le.with himfelf, before he could give orders for this 
iacrifice ; having a very tender affection for his brother. 
He afterwards put fome other perfons to death, which 
executions, did not procure him the tranquillity he had 
expe&ed from them ; for his reign was afterward dif- 
turbed with fuch violent commotions, that he enjoyed 
but little repofe.^ 

* One of the mod dangerous commotions was occa- 
Coned by the rebellion of Pifuthnes, who, being go- 
vernor of Lydia, wanted to throw off his allegiance to 
the Perfian empire, and make himfelf king in his pro- 
vince. What flattered him with the hopes of fucceed* 
ing in this attempt, w^as his having raifed a confiderable 
body of Grecian troops, under the command of Lycon 
the Athenian. Darius fent Tiffaphernes againft this 
rebel, and gave him, with a confiderable army, the com- 
miffion of governor of Lydia, of which he was to dif- 
poffefs Pifuthnes. Tifl'aphernes, who was an artful 
man« and capable of acting in all charaQ^rs, found 
« A. M« 3^90. Ant* J. C. 414* CtcC c. U. ^ 

means 
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means of tampering with the Greeks under Pifuihnes ; 
and, by dint of prelents and promifes, brought over the 
troops with their general to his party. Ptfuthnes, who, 
by this defertion, was unable to carry on his defigns, 
furrendered» upon his being flattered with the hopes of 
obtaining his pardon ; but the inftant he was brought be*> 
fore the King, he was fentenced to be fufibcated in aflieff, 
and accordingly met with the fame fate as the reft of 
the rebels. But his death did not put an end to all trou- 
bles; ^ for Amorffes his fon, with the remainder of his 
ariny,ftill oppofea Tiflaphernes ; and for two years laid 
wafte the maritime provinces of Afia Minor, till he at 
laft was taken by the Greeks of Peloponnefus, in iafu.% 
a city of Ionia, and delivered up by the inhabitants to 
Tiflaphernes, who put him to death. 

« Darius was involved in fre(h troubles by one of his 

eunuchs. This kind of officers had, for many years, 

ingroffed all power, in the court of Perfia; and we Oiall 

find by the fequel of this hiftory, thai they always go- 

verned abfolutely in it. ^We may know their chav 

tafter, and the danger to which they expofe princes, by 

the pi£lure which Diociedan, after he had refigned the 

empire, and reduced himfelf to a private ftation of life, 

drew of freemen, who had gained the like afcendant 

over the Roman emperors. ♦• Four or five perfons,'* 

lays hey •• who are cfofely united, and refolutely deter* 

mined to impofe on a prince, may do it very eafily. 

They never {how things to him but in fuch a light at 

they are fiire will pleafe. 'They conceal whatever 

Would contribute to enlighten him: and as they only 

befiege him continually, he cannot be informed of any 

thing but through their canal, and does nothing but 

>^hat they think fit to fuggeft to him. Hence it is, that 

be bellows employments on thofe he ought to exclude 

^^om them ; and, on the other fide, removes from 

<»ffices fuch perfons as are moil worthy of filling themi^ 

' Thacyd. 1. viii. p. 554—567, 568. t Ctcf. c« liu 

^ Vopir. ia viu Aw^iiao, Iaipcr« 

la 


O HISTORY OF THE 

In a word, the beft prince Is often fold bvthefe'hierr, 
though he be ever fo vigilant, and even fufpicious of 
them/' Quid 7nultaf Ut DiocUtianus ipjc dictbat^ 
bonus^ cautus, optimus vendiiur imp er at or. 

In this manner was Darius*s court governed. Three 
eunuchs had ufurped all power in it;'* an infallible 
mark that a government is bad, and the prince of little 
merit. But one \>i thofe three eunuchs, whofe name 
was Artoxares, preCded over, and governed the reft. 
He had found Darius*s weak fide, by which he infi- 
nuated himfelf into his confidence. He had ftudied 
all his pailions, to know how to indulge them, and 
govern his prince by their means. He plunged him 
continually in pleafures and amufements, to engrofs 
his whole authority to himfelf. In fine, under the 
name and proteftion of queen Paryfatis, to whofe will 
and pleafure he was the molk devoted of ftaves, he dif- 
pofed of all the affairs of the empire, and nothing was 
traafafied but by his orders. Intoxicated by the fu- 
prcme authority which the favour of his fovercign 
gave him, he refolved to make himfelf king, inftead of 
being prime minifter ; and accordingly formed a de« 
fign to get Darius out of the way, and afterwards af- 
cend the throne. However, his plot being difcover- 
ed, he was feized and delivered up to Paryfatis, who 
put him to a moil ignominious and cruel death. 

^ But the greatel): misfortune which happened in 
Darius's reign was the revolt of the Egyptians. This 
terrible blow fell out the fame year with Pifuthnes's re- 
bellion. But Darius could not reduce Egypt a5 he had 
done that rebel. ^ The Egyptians, weacy of the Perfian 
government, flocked from all parts to Amyrtaeus of 
Sais, who at lalt was come out of the fens where he had 
defended himfelf from the fuppreflion of the revolt of 
j[nanis. The Pe.rfians were driven out, and Amyriaeus 
proclaimed king^of Egypt, where he reigned fix years. 

. * Eufeb. in Chron. ^ Thucyd. 1. i. p. 72, 73. 

* Scis praicipuum tjfs indUum ngn magni principisf magtms libetos. P r. x n. 
iLd Trajan. 
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After having eftabliihed bimfelf feciirely on the 
throne, and entirely expelled thePerfSans out of Egypt, 
he prepared to purfue them as far as Phcenicia, and 
had already concerted meafures with the Arabians, to 
attack them in that country. News of this being 
brought the king of Perfia, he recalled the fleet which 
he had promifed the Lacedaemonians, to employ it in 
the defence of his own dominions. 

Whilft Darius was carrying on the war in Egypt 
and Arabia, the Medes rebelled ; however they were 
defeated and reduced to their allegiance by force of 
arms. To puniih them for this revolt, their yoke (till 
then eafy enough) was made heavier : a fate that re- 
bellious fubje6ls always experience, when ^he govern- 
ment, which they endeavoured to throw oiF, gains the* 
upper hand. 

^Darius's arms feem to have had the like fuccefs 
againil the Egyptians. Amyrtaeus dying after he had 
relgaed fix years (he poffibly was killed in a battle) 
Herodotus obferves, it was by the aififiaace of the 
Perfians tb^ Paufiris, his fon, fucceeded him in the- 
throne. To effetl this, they muft either have .been- 
mailers of Egypt, or their party the ftronge&in thai* 
kingdom. * 

"After having crulhed the rebels in Media, and re* 
fiorcd the affairs of Egypt to their former fituation, 
Darius gave Cyrus» the youngell of his ions, the fu« 
preme command of all the provinces of A£a Minor : 
an important commllQon, by which he commanded all 
the provincial governors in that part of the empire. 

I thought it necefiary to anticipate times, ana draw 
together the fa£is which relate to the kings of Perfia ; 
to prevent my being often obliged to interrupt the 
hiftory of the Greeks, to which I now returri. 
^ Herod. 1. iii. c. 15. *» A. M. 9597. Ant. -J. C. 407. 
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S£CT, !!• Tke Athenians make themftlves Majlers q^ 
. the Jjland ofCytherom Expeditions of Brajiaas into 
, Thrace, He takes Amphipolis. Tkucydides^ the 

Hijlorian^ is banijhed* A Battle is fought neat De^ 

iium^ where the Athenians are defeated^ 

THE EIGHTH YEAR OF THE WAR. 

THE three or four campaigns, which foHowed the 
redu£):ion of the fmall ifland of Sphafleria, were 
diilinguiihed by very confidcrable events. 

^ The Athenians under Nicas took the little ifland 
of Cythera, fituated on the coaft of Lacedaemonia, near 
cape Malea, and from thence they infefted the whole 
country. 

** Brafidas, on the other fide, marched towards Thrace. 
The Lacedaemonians were induced by more than one 
motive to undertake this expedition ; imagining they 
{hould oblige the Athenians, who had fallen upon then^ 
in their country, to divide tbcif forces. The inhabit-s 
ants of it invited them thither, and offered to pay the 
army* In fine, they were extreJnely glad to embrace* 
tkat'oppiurtunity to rid tbeinfelyes of the Helots, whom 
they expefted to rife in rebellion, from the taking of" 
fytus. They had already made away with two thou, 
fand of them in a moil horrid manner. Upon the fpev 
cious pretence of rewarding merit even in flaves, but,* 
in reality, to get rid of a body of men, whofe courage 
they dreaded, they caofed proclamation to be made/ 
that fuch of the Helots as had done thegreateft fer-^ 
vice to the flate, in the lafl campaigns, fhould enter 
their names in the public regifters, in order for their 
being made free. Accordingly two thoufand- gave in 
their names* They were carried in proceffion through' 
the ten^Ies, with chaplets of flowers*on their head^, as 
if they were really to be fet at liberty. After this ce- 
remony they all difappeared, and were never heard of 
more. We have here an inftance in what manner aa 

" A. M. 3580. Ant. J. C. 424. Thucyd. 1. iv, p. t86. 
*Ikid. p. 304, 311. Diod. I. xii. p. 117, 118. 
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nmbrageous policy and power, when filled with jea- 
loufy and diftruft, excite men to the commiflion ot the 
blackeft crimes, without fcrupling to make even reli- 
gion itfelf, and the authority of the gods, fubfervient 
10 their dark defigns. 

They therefore fent fcven hundred Helots with Bra- 
Cdas, whom they had appointed to head this enter- 
prife. This general brought over feveral cities either 
by force or intelligence, and ftlll more by his wifdora 
and moderation. The chief of thefe were Acanthus 
and Stagyra, which were two colonies from Andros. 
'He alfo marched afterwards towards Amphipolis, an 
Athenian colony, on the river Strymon. The inha- 
bitants immediately difpatched a meflenger to * Thu- 
cydides the Athenian general, who was then in Thafus, 
a little ifland of the ifegaean fea, half a day's journey 
horn Amphipolis. He inftantly fet fail with feven 
fliips that were near him, to fecure the place before 
Brafidas could feize it ; or, at worft, to get into Eion, 
vhich lay very near Amphipolis. Brafidas, who was 
afraid of Thucydidcs, from his great credit in all that 
country, where he was- poffeffcd of fome gold mincs^ 
toade all the difpatch imaginable to get thither before 
kim; and offered fuch advantageous conditions to the 
oefiegcd, who did not expeft fuccours fo foon, that 
Aey furrendered. Thucydides arrived the fame even- 
^R at Eion ; and had he failed to come that day, Brai 
Was" would have taken pofleffion of it the next morn- 
ing by day break. Although Thucydides had madd 
all imaginable difpatch, the Athenians however charg- 
ed him %rith being the caufe of the taking of Amphi- 
polis, and accordingly baniChed him. 

The Athenians were greatly affliftcd at the lofs of 
fflat city, as well becaufe they drew great revenues from 
^\»atid timber to build their fhips, as becaufe it wasa 
kind of gate for emering Thrace. ' They were afraid 
that all their allies in that neighbourhood would re- 
Volt^efpecially as Brafidas discovered great modera- 

»Tiiucyd. I. iv. p. 340 — 324. , 

• The fame who wrote the hiftory of the Pcloponnefitn war. 
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tion and juftice, and continually gave out, that he cam^ 
with no other view but to free the country. He de- 
clared to the feverat nations that, at his leading Spart3, 
be had taken an oath, in prefence of the magilt rates, to 
leave all thofe the enjoyment of their liberties who 
would conclude an alliance with him; and that hie 
ought to be confidered as the moft abandoned of men, 
(hould he employ oaths to enfnare their credulity- 
•• For," according to Brafidas, *'a fraud cloaked witlx 
a fpecious pi'ctcnce, xefletts infinitely greater diflionour 
on perfons in high ftations, than open violence; be- 
cauie the latter is the effeft of the power which fortune 
has put into our hands; and the former is founder! 
whoJly on perfidy, which is the peft ot fociety. No^^y 
I," faid he, *• (hould do agreat difl'ervice tomy coun- 
try, befides diflionouring it eternally, if, by procuring 
it fome lliglit advantages, I Ihould ruin the reputatiau 
it enjoys, of being juft and faithful to its promifes ^ 
which renders it much more powerful than all its forces 
united together, becaufe it acquires it the efteeni and 
confidence of other fiates." Upon fuch riobleani 
equitable principles as thefe Brafidas always fQrme<l 
his conduS ; believing, that the ftrongeft bulwark of 
a nation is juftice, moderation, integrity, and the firna 
perfuafion which their neighbours and allies enterts^in,, 
that they are not fo bafe as to harbour a deiign to ufurp 
their dominions, or deprive them of their liberty. By 
this conduft he brought over a great number of thie 
enemy's allies. 

*The Athenians, under the command of Dcmofthe*. 
nes and Hippocrates, had entered Boeotia, expefting 
that feveial cities would join them the moment tliey 
fhould appear. The Thebans marched out to meet 
them near Delium. A confiderable engagement en- 
fueJ, in wliich the Athenians were defeated and put to 
fiight. ' Socrates was in this battle; and Laches, who 
accompanied tliat great man in it, gives t lie following 
teftiniony of him in Plato; that had the rcll of the arnjy 

^Thucyd. 1. iv. p. 311—349. 
' Plat, in Lach. p. 181. In conviv, p. ssi. Flut, in Alcib. p. 195. 
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behaved as gallantly as Socrates, the Athenians would 
not have fuflained fo great a lofs before Delium. He 
was borne away by the crowds who fled, and was on 
foot ; Alcibiades, who was on horfeback, when he faw 
him, rode up to him, and did not ftir from him, but 
defended him with the utmoft bravery from the ene- 
my who were purfuing him. 

Aiter the battle, the viftorsbefieged the city. Among 
other engines employed by them to batter it, they ufed 
one ol a very extraordinary kind. This was a long 
piece of timber, cut into two parts, and after wards made 
hollow and joined again, fo that its fliape refeinbleJ 
ver\' much tliat of a flute. At one of the ends was fixed 
a long iron tube, to which a cauldron hung ; fo that 
by blowing a large pair of bellows at the otlier end of 
thepiece of timber, the wind being carried from thence 
into the tube, lighted a gres^t fire, with pitch and brim- 
ftone, that lay in the cauldron. This engine being 
earned on carts as far as the rampart, to tliat part 
where it was lined with ftakes and fafcines, threw out 
fo great a flame, that the rampart being immediately 
abandoned and the palifades burnt, the city was eafily 
taken. 

SiCT, III. A twelve Month's Truce is agreed upon ie^ 
tween the two States. Cleon and Brafidas die, A 
Treaty af Peace for Jifty Years concluded ieiween tkc 
Athenians and Lacedamonians, 

NINTH, TENTH, AND ELEVENTH YEARS OF THE 

WAR. 

'THHE loffes and advantages on both fides wer^i 
X pretty equal ; and the two nations began to grow 
^eary of a war, which put them to great expence, and 
"id not procure them any real advantage. A truce for a 
year was therefore concluded between the Athenians 
*nd Lacedijemonians. The former refolved on it, in or* 
ierto check the progrefs of Brafidas*sconquells; tqfe* 


• 'A. M. 3581, Ant. J. C. 423. Thucyd. I. iv. p. 328—333 Dioi. 
p. tao. .-.•.... 
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cure their cities and fortreffes,andafterwards to conclude 
a general peace, in cafe they judged it would be of ad* 
vantage to them. The latter were induced to it, in or- 
der that, by the fweets of repofe, peace might become 
deHrable to their enemy; and to get out of their hands 
fuch of their citizens as the Athenians had taken pfi- 
foners intheifland of SphaQeria; and which they could 
hever expeft todo, if Brafidas extended his conquefls 
farther. The news of this accommodation fenfibiy af- 
fli6led Brafidas, as it flopped him in the midft of his ca- 
reer, and difconcerted all his projefts. He could not 
evenprevail with himfelf to abandon the city of Scione, 
which he had taken two days before, but without know- 
ing that a truce was concluded. He went ftill farther; 
and did not fcruple to take Mende, a little city not far 
from Scione, that furrcndered to him as the former had 
done, which was a direft violation of the treaty : but 
Brafidas pretended he had other infrajElions to objeft to 
the Athenians. 

• It will naturally be fuppofed, that they were far from 
being pleafed with this conduft of Brafidas. Cleon, in 
^1 public aflemblie9, was for ever inflaming the minds 
of the Athenians, and blowingupthefireof war. *His 
great fuccefs in the expedition of Sphafteria had raifed 
his credit infinitely with the people : he now was grown 
infupportably proud, and hisaudacioufnefs Was not to 
be reftrairted. He had a vehement, impetuous, and fu* 
rious kind of eloquence, which prevailed over the 
minds of his auditors, not fo much by the ftrength of 
his arguments as by the boldnefs and fire of his fty le and 
utterance. It was Cleon who firfl; fet the example of 
bawling in afibmblies^ where the greateft decorum and 
moderation had till then been obferved ; of throwing 
his robe behind him« to ^ive him the more liberty to 
difplay his arms ; of firiking bis thigh ; and of running 
up and down the rollra whilu he was making hi^ fpeech. 
In a word, he firft introduced among the orators, and 
all thofe who were in public employments an ungo^ 
ycraable liceatioufneft, and a contempt of decency ; 

* rim IB flu Kicie» p. ^t8. 
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at iicentioufnefs and contempt which foon introduced 
terrible irregularities and confufionin public affairs. 

** Thus two men, each on his own fide, oppofed the tran* 
quillity of Greece, and raifed, but in a very different 
way, aa invincible obilacle to its peace. Thefe were 
Cleon and Brafidas. • The former, becaufe the war 
fcreened his vices and malverfations ; and the latter, 
becaufe it added a new luilre to his virtues. And in- 
deed it gave Cleon an opportunity of committing enor- 
mous oppreflions, and Brafidas oi performing great and 
noble actions. But their death, which happened about 
the fame time, made way for a new accommodation. 

'The Athenians had appointed Cleon to command 
the troops which were to oppofe Brafidas, and reduce 
thofe cities that had revolted from their allegiance. The 
Athenians were folicitous for none of them fo much a$ 
Amphipolis ; and Brafidas threw himfelf into that city, 
in order to defend it. Cleon had written to Perdiccas, 
king of Macedonia, and to the king of the Odomantes^ 
to furnifli him with as many troops as poflible, and with 
the utmoft expedition. He waited for them, and had re- 
folved not to march immediately towards the enemy: 
but finding his foldiers, who had followed him invo- 
luntarily and with regret, grow weary of continuing fo 
long inaftive, and begin to compare his cowardice and 
inexperience with the ability and valour of Brafidas, he 
could no longer bear their contempt and murmurs : 
and imagining himfelf a great captain by his taking 
Sphafteria, he now fancied the fame good fortune 
would attend him at Amphipolis. He therefore ap- 
proached it, as he faid, to take a view of the place, and 
till fuch time as all his forces fhould be come up; not 
Aat he thought he wanted them for carrying that city, 
or that he doubted, in any manner, his luccefs (for he 
was perfuaded that no one would dare to oppofe him) 
but only to enable him to inveft the place on all fides, 
and afterwards to take it by florm. Accordingly he en- 
camped before Amphipolis; when viewing very lei- 

* Plut. in vit. Niciac, p. 528. 'A. M. 3582. Ant. J. C. 4t^* 

*Iliucyd. 1. iii. p. 3ia'«-3$t. Diod. 1. xit. p. ibi« las. 
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furely its fituation, he fondly fuppofed that it would be 
in his power to retire whenever he p leafed, without 
drawing the fword; for not a man came out or appeared 
on the walls ; and all the gates of the city were kej>t 
fhut, fo that Clcon began to repent his not havir::g 
brought the engines, imagining that he wanted only 
thefe to make himfeli mafter of the city. Brafidas, who 
was perfectly well acquainted with C Icon's difpofition 
and charahcr, fhidioully affefted an air of fear and re- 
ferve, to incrcafe his temerity and the good opinion he 
hadot liin)felf: hefides, he knew that Cleon had brought 
with him the flower of the Athenian forces, and tiie 
choiccfl troops of Lemnos and of hnbrus. Accordingly 
Clcon, dcfpifing an enemy who did not dare to appear 
before him, but Ihut himfelf up, in a cowardly manner, 
in the city, went boldly from place to place, without 
precaution or obferving any difcipline aniong his fol- 
diers. Brafidas, whofe intention was to attack him on 
a fuddcn before all his forces fhould become up, thought 
this the critical junfture. He had concerted proper 
meafnres, and given the orders necefTar)'. Accordingly 
he made a fudden fally on the Athenians, which furprif- 
ed and difconcerted them exceedingly. Immediately 
the left wing drew off from the main body and fled, 
Brafidas then turned the whole force of his arms againft 
the right wing, which gave him a warm reception. 
Here he was woupded and difabled, upon which his 
foldiers carried him off, unperceived by the Athenians. 
As for Cleon, not having refolved to fight, he fled, and 
was killed by a foldier, who happened to meet him. 
The troops he commanded defended themfelves for 
fome time, and fuflained two or three attacks without 
giving ground, but at laft they Wereunivcrfally broke 
and routed. Brafidas was then carried into, the city, 
where he furvived his vi6iory but a few moments. 
' The whole army being returned from the purfuit, 
flripped the dead, and afterwards fet up a trophy. After 
which all the allies under arms folemnized the funeral 
.obfequies of Brafidas, in a public manner ; and the in- 
habitants of Amphipolis celebrated fuuerai honours 
i every 
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€vcry year to his memory, as to a hero, with games, 
combats, and facrifices. They confidered him as their 
founder; and to fccuTe this title the better to him, they 
dcmoliihed all the monuments of him* who had really 
been fo; fo that they might not appear to owe their 
eftablifliment to an Athenian, and at the fame time make 
their court to the Lacedaimoiiians, on wliom thrv dc- 
pended wholly for their fecurity. The Atiienians, af- 
ter having carried oiff, with the confent ot the vi^^ors, 
their dead, returned to Athens, during whicli the Lace- 
daemonians fettled the affairs of Amphi polls. 

>' A faying is afcribed to the mother of Brafidas, 
which ftrongly intimates the Spartan character. As 
foine perfons were applauding, in her prefence, the 
•fine qualities and exalted actions of her fon,aiid declar- 
ed him fuperior to all other generals: *♦ You are mif- 
taken," fays (he, ••my fon was a valiant man, bin Sparta 
-lias many citizens braver than he/' A mother's gcnc- 
rofity, in thus preferring the glory of the (late to that 
of her fon, was admired, and did not go unrewarded ; 
for the Ephorr paid her public honours. 

'xlfter this lail engagement, in which the two per- 
fons who were the greateft obftacles to their peace, loft 
their lives, both nations feemed more inclined to an 
accommodation, and the war was fufpended in a man- 
ner on both (ides. The Athenians, from the lofs of the 
battles of Delium and Amphipolis, which had very 
much brought down their haughtinefs, were undeceived 
with regard to the opinion they had hitherto entertained 
of their own ftrength, which had made them refufe the 
advantageous offers of their enemies. Belides, they 
were afraid of the revolt of their allies, who btMiig dif- 
couraged by their loffes, might thcrchv be iniiced to 
abandon them, as feveral had already done. Their rc- 
iie6hons made them ftrongly repent their nut hav inij 
concluded a treaty, after the advantages tliev h;ul jMin- 
cd at Pylus. The Lacedaemonians, on th.e other fide, 
no longer flattered themfeives with the hopes oi being 

r Diod. I. xii. p. Jai. * Ib'a >a. :. v. p. 351 -:ib\' 
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and adorned his mind with x great rarietyof the no- 
bleft erudition. ; 

The ftrifi: intimacy belw^efi Alcibaades and Sbcrates 
is one of the moft remarkable circnmftanees in his life. 
Thisphilofopher, obferving excellent natural qualities 
in him, which were greatly heightened by the beauty 
oi bis perfon, bellowed incredible pains in cultivating 
fo valuable a plant, left, being neglefiled, it Ihouldwi^ 
tber as it grew, and abfolutely degeneFate# Atud- in- 
deed Alcibiades was expofed to numberlefs dangers : 
the greatnefs of his extraflion, his vaft riches, the au« 
thority of his family, the credit of his guardians, his 
perfonal talents, his exquifite beauty, and, fiill more 
tbsin thele, the flattery and complaifance of all who ap« 
proached him. One would have concluded, fays Plu-- 
iarch» that fortune had furrounded and invefted hitn 
with all tfaefe pretended advantages as with fo many 
tamparts and bulwarks, to render him inacceflible and 
invulnerable to all the darts of philofophy; thofe fa« 
lutacy darts which ftrike to the very heart, and leave in 
it the ftrongeft incitements to virtue and folid glory. 
But.thole very obfiacles redoubled the zeal of Socrates. 

Notwithftanding. the ftrong endeavours that were 
yfed to. divert this young Athenian fik>m a co^refpon- 
dence which alone was capable of fecuring him irom 
fo tmuay fnares, ht deVot^d hi'mfelf entirely to it* As 
he had abundance of. wit^ he was fuUy fbnfible of So* 
crates's extraordinary merit ; and could not refill the 
chium^of iiis fweetljr^iiifinuaittng eloquence, wlnch» at 
that time,>ha^a greater afcendant over him than the al- 
lurements .of ipleafure-* He^was* fd zealous a difciple of 
ttiat great mailer^. ihat he f&ll6wed< biifi wherever he 
went, took the utmoft delight in his converfation, was 
extremely VeK pfeafedVitnfiis {)rilicipres, received his 
inAruHiots; and evetl his reprimknds, with wonderful 
docility , >a&d would . b^ fo-movedwith his difcourfes, 
^;aven ta ihed teavs^nd abhor* himfeVf ; fo weighty 
was the force of.tr-uthjin thjq nipath of 3<?cr^es, and in 
fougl^ 4nd odiaua a light did Jb^c^^l^oEe the^yice^ to 
iv^hich Alcibiades ab^uMned himfelf* . < 1 . .iv> # 

1 Alciqtadfs^ 


PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. t§ 

Alcibiades, in thofe moments when he liftened to 
Socrates, differed fo much from himfelf.that he appear* 
ed quite another man. However, his headftrong, iiery 
temper, and his natural fondnefs for pleafure, which 
was heightened and inflamed by the dilcourfes^ and ad« 
vice of young people, foon plunged him into his for- 
mer irregularities, and tore him, as it were, from his 
ffiafter, who was obliged to run after him as after a flave 
whohad efcaped. This viciifitudeof flights and returns 
of virtuous refolutions, and relapfes into vice, continu- 
edalong time ; but dill Socrates was not difgufted by 
his levity, and always flattered himfelf with the hope of 
bringing him back to his duty. And hence certainly 
arofethe ftrong mixture of good and evil which always 
appeared in his conduct ; the inftruftions which his 
mafter had given him, fometimes prevailing; and, at 
other times, the fire of his paflions hurrying htm, in a 
manner, againft bis own will, into things of a quite op* 
pofite nature. 

This intimacy, which continued aslongas they lived, 
did not pafs uncenfured. But fome perfons* of ^at 
learning pretend, that thefe cenfures and fufpicions, 
when duly examined, qiiite difanpear; and that they 
ought to be confidered as the effecl of th^malicc of the 
enemies of both^ Plato, in one of his dialogues, gives 
us a converfationbetwecJri Socrates and Alcibiades, by 
which the genius and charafter of the latter may be 
known, who hcndfefe^ard will have a very great mare 
in the affairs of tfefe 'republic of Athens. • fmll make 
a very fliort extfraft from* it in this place, which I hope 
will not difpleafe my readei»s. - 

'In this diaiogue,- Socrates is Inttdduced convcrfing 
with Alcibiades, whd, at that timfe, was under the guar. 
Aanflitp of Pericles. He was then vtay young, aiiid had 
hten educated liltie the refl: of the Athenians; that is, 
he had been taught polite literature, and to play on in. 
ftruments, ^nd had pra£lifed wreftling and other bodily 

• Plut. in A^cib. I. 

* hhhc Fraguier t\iftl(ies Socrat.es io ,onc of his dinerUtion«. Mem, 
tftk Acad€m rf Btllcs l!4ttfeSi Xom/iv: {>. 372 . ' . - 
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exercifes. It does not appear that Pericles had hitherto 
taken much pains in Alcibiades's education, (a fault too 
common in the grcateft men) fince he had put him un* 
der the tutorage oi Zopyrus, a Thracian, a man far ad- 
vanced in years, and wno, of all Pericles's Oaves, both 
from his turn of mind and a^e, was the leaft qualified 
to educate this young Athenian. And indeed Socrates 
told Alcibiades, that fliould he compare him with the 
youths of Lacedaemonia, who difplaypd a fpirit of va- 
lour, a greatnefs of foul, a ftrong defire of glor)^ a love 
of labour, attended with gentlenefs, modefty, temper- 
ance, and a pcrfe^ obedience to the laws and difcipline 
of Sparta, he would fee^ a mere child to them. Never- 
thelefs, his high birth, his riches j the great families he 
was related to, and the-authority of his guardian, aU 
tbefe things had confpired to niake him exceedingly 
vain .and haughty. He was full of efteem for himfelf, 
and of cpntempt for all others* He was preparing to en- 
ter upon the adminiilration of the public affairs, and 
proniifed himfelf no lefs than to eclipfe entirely the 
glory of Pericles, and to attack the king of Perfia even 
ppon his throne. Socrates feeing-him going to mount 
the roftra, in order to give the people fome advice re* 
lating to the gublic affairs, demonilrates to him, by va- 
rious queilions, and by Alcibiades's anfwers, that he is 
quite Ignorant of the affairs about .which he is going to 
i'peak, as he had* never ftudied t)iem himfelf, nor been 
informed in them by others. After leaking Alcibiades 
confefs this, he paints, in the ftrongeft colours, theab- 
furdity of his con4u£li and makes £im fully feniible of 
it. What, fays Socrates, would Ameflris (the mother of 
Artaxerxes, who then reigned in Perfia) fay, wiere ihe 
to hear, that there is a man now in Athens meditating 
war againft her fon, and even intends to d^hrone him ? 
She doubtlefs would fuppofe him to be fome veteran 
general, a man of intrepid courage, of great wifdom, 
and the moft confummate experience; toat he is able 
to raife a mighty army, and march it wherever he 
pleafes ; and, at the fame time, that he has lonff before 
taken the proper meafures for putting fo vaft a oefign iz\ 

& execution^ 
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execution. But were fee to hear that there are none of 
thefe circumftances, and that the perfon in queftion i^ 
not twenty years old ; that- he is utterly tgnorant of 
public affairs; has not the leaft knowledgeof war, and 
no credit with the citizens or allies; would it bepoffi- 
ble for her to refrain from laughing at the folly and ev • 
travagance of fuch an enteprife? This neverthelefV, 
fays Socrates, (direfting himfelf to Alcibiafdes) is your 
pifture; and unhappily refembles moft of thofe who 
thruft themfelves into the public employments. So- 
crates howeyer excepts Pericles on this occaGon; his 
folid merit and exalted reputation beings acquired by his 
clofe ftudy, during a long coiirfe of years, ot every thing 
capable of forming his mind, and of qualifying him for 
public employments. Alcibiades could not deny that 
this was his cafe; he was afiiamed of his condu6i, and 
blu(hing to fee himfelf fo void of merit, he aflis how 
he muft ad for the attainment of it. Socrates, being 
unwilling to difcoura^e his~ pupil, tells him, that as Ivt 
is fo young, thefe evils might be remedied, and after- 
wards continually gave him the wifeft couhfel:). He 
had entire leifure to- improve ftom th^m ; as upwards 
of twenty years paffed between this converfation, and 
his engaging in public afl^rs. 

Alcibiades was of a convertible genius, that would 
take any impreflion which the difference of liines and 
circumftances might require, ftill Veering cith^to good 
or evil, witbthe fame facility and ardour; and fhifttng 
almoil in an lAftant from one extreme to its oppofite, 
to that people applied lo him what 'Homer obferves of 
the landof Egypt, ** That it produces a great number 
of very excellent medicinal drugs, and, at the fame 
time, as many poifons." ' It might be faid of Alcibia- 
des, that he was not one Tingle man, but (if fo bold an 
expreflion might be u fed) a compound of feveral nien ; 
either ferious or gay ; auftere or affable ; an imperious 
mailer, or a grovelling flave; a friend to virtue and the 
virtuous, or abandoned to vice and -vicious men; ca- 

' (iHcmii^ homncm/ecvm oMuiif ad nos. J u v b n ax. • 
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pable of fupporting tke moft painful fat^ue$ and toils, 
or infatiably defirous of vduptuous delights. 

>His irregularities and diffolute condud were be« 
come the tafk of the whole city ; and Alcibiades would 
very willingly haveputa ilop to thefe reports, but with- 
out changing his courfe of life, as appears from a faying 
of his. He had a very handfome dog, of a prodigious 
lize, which bad coil him threefcore and teo' minse *» or 
tlu'ce thoufa,nd five hundred French livres. By this we 
find that a fondnefs for dogs was of great antiquity. A U 
cifoiades caufed his tail, which was the greateft beauty he 
had about him, to be cut off. His friends cenfured him 
very much on that aceount» and faid,that the whole city 
blained him very much for fpoiling the beauty of fo baad- 
fome a creature. ** Thisi&the very thiug I want," replied 
Alcibiades with a fmile. "** I would have the Aiiiemans 
difcourfe about what I have done to my dog, that tbey 
may not entertain themfelves with fay ii3g worfe tfasB^ 
of me," 

^•Ampngthe various paSioas tliat were difcovened in 
him, .ih^ firongeft and anoft {Nrevailiziig was a ha^gfaty 
turn of mindf which wo^ld ior^pe all ij^fi^stOiittbmit 
fto it, and cp^ld not bear a tup^ior^ ^r^ven «ji ^qiikl. 
J^Uhough his birth and u^^^ai^koa 'lajent« fiQoathed 
the way to his attaining ihe higheft empknyikMaifcs ia^the 
republic; there was nothing ho%*ever to which he was 
€o fond of owing the credit and authority be wauled io 
gain oVer the people^ as to the force of hi^^eloqur^nee, 
and the perfuafive grace. o£ his orations* .To* this his 
intimacy with Sqoratea might be efgrf^at fervice. ' ' •'^ 

' Alpibjades, with fuch a o^ of*miQda$ weiha^ehere 
4defcnbed, was «iot faiom forfrepoicy^and ]^«fet every 
engine .at vrork to traverfe the treaty Ubely coaclutdkd 
between tte two ftates; but not fucceeding^ in his at^ 
tempt, he endeavoured to prevent its taking e&8. He 
was difgulled at tl>e Lacedemonians, becaufe they di* 

t Phit. in Aicib* p* 19$ - ^ To f>«K»vit«Mf xim 7» ^Xairooj^w, 

Flut. ill Aicib. p. 195, 196. i A. M. {($4. Aot, J. 0/4(^0. 

Thucyd. 1. v. p. 368—378. Plut. m Alcib. p. 197, 198. 

* About <t6ol. (Iciliiig. The Attrc thifm wst wircth a hundrci 
dncfamat| and the drachma ten pence, French money. 
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reAed themfelves only lo Nicias, of wh6m they had a 

very high .ppinK>n; and, on the: contrary, fcemed to 

takeno maimer of notice of him, though bis anceilors 

had enjoyed the jights of hofpitality among them. 

^ The firft thing he did to infringe the peace was this ; 

having been inK>rmed that the people of Argos only 

wanted an opportunity to break with the Spartans, whom 

they equally hated and feared, he flattered them fccrctly 

with tjhe hopes that the Athenians would fuccour them» 

by fttggeiling to them that they were ready to break a 

peace which. was no way advantageous to them. 

And Indeed the X*acedaemonians were not very care- 
ful to obferve the feveral conditions of it religioufly, 
having concluded an alliance with th.e B.<£Otians, in di- 
reft oppofition to the defign and tenor of the treaty ; 
and having furrendered up the fort of Panafton to the 
Atheoians, not fortified andio xhe cofiidition it was in 
at the cojicludirng^ the treaty., fbs ihcy th»d ftipulated to 
4p> htH qaite <liimailtied. Ak:tbia4es» i^lbfemng the 
Aftl^iafis io be>eKitreoieI)^ ^i&aipearated at l»his breaco 
^taiith^.did ,bi4 Uttnioit U^ Maiden the 4i4FejresBce ; and 
\9ikHi^ iias. Of^ff>ftMnky to ot^barrafs Nicias, ibe made 
hii»6(^«4lftio t^i«{pef>]piei, by oauiing tiiega Ao<exac»ta»n 
» fiirrpim9n.of fhi^ ibeittg/tQo Arosgjjr aittaoh^d to th« 
l^i^ia^b^mndti a»4.by. t:h»rglQg Wn with crinfte$ 
«4uch we^ rtKitf akiSg^tfa^ impr^ukieu, though they 
)im^ .^bM ud^^ falfe.. '. . 

Thb fii^w atuck qmtCidif'oQiKerted Nicias; but hap* 

pily for him there acriyjed^ ait that very infiaiH« amb^ifa- 

aoi^ £rom Lacediiemonia, who wefe inv/eiled with full 

. powers to put. an .end to al 1 the di viiGiOns. Being intro* 

(tuced; inti> the council or fenate, they fet forth 'their 

compiaint^t and made their tdemands, which every ond 

df the members, thought very i uft and reafonable. The 

people were to give' theat auaience the next day. AU 

pibiade^*. who was afraid they would fucceed with them, 

ttfed his utmoft .endeavours to engage the ambafiadors 

in a CQEnference with; him. He reprefented to them^ 

that the Council always behaved with the utmoft mode« 

ration and hutnanity to thoCe who addrdTed them ;. but 

that 
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that the people were haughty and< extravagant' in their 
pretenfions; that ihould the afnbafrador& metitiob full 
powers, they (the people) would not fail to take Std van- 
tage of thi« circumflance, and oblige them to agree to 
v^hatever thev ihould take it into their heads to aik . He 
concluded with afluring them, that he would aflift them 
with all his credit, in order to get Pylus reftored to 
them ; to prevent the alliance with the people of Argos, 
and to get that with them renewed: and he confirmed 
all thefe promifes with an oath. The ambaifadors were 
extremely well pieafed with this conference, and great- 
ly admired the profound policy and vaft abilities cif-Al- 
cibiades, whom they looked upon as an extraordinary 
man ; and, indeed, they were not miilaken in tlieir con- 
jcflure. 

On the morrow, the people being aflembledf the am- 
baifadors were introduced. Alcibiade^ afked them, in 
the mildeft terms, the fubje£i of their embafiy, and the 
purport of the powers with which they were invefted* 
'i hey immediately anfwered, that they were come to 
propofe an accommodation, but were not impoweredto 
conclude any thing. Thefe words were no fooner fpoke» 
but Alcibiades exclaims againil them; dtelares them 
to be treacherous knaves; calls upon the ceuncft as 
M'itnefs to the fpeech they had made the night before; 
and defires the people not to believe or bear men wh^ 
fo imprudently advanced falfehoods, and fpoke aiid 
prevaricated fo unaccountably, as to fay one thing one 
day; and the very reverfe the next* 

Words could never ex prcfs the furprifeand confufion 
with which the ambailaaors were fcized, who, gazing 
wildlv on one another, could not believe either ^heir 
eyes or ears. Nicias, who did not know the tr^chert>us 
flratagem of Alcibiades, could not conceive the motive 
of this change, and tortured his brain to no ptirpofe to 
find out the reafon of it The people were that fnoAieiit 
going to fend for the ambafladors of Argos, in orderttj 
conclude the league with them ; when a great eafth^ 
quake came to the afiiAance of Nicias, and broke up 
the ailerably. It was with.tbe utnioil difiicultyhe|>f«<. 

vailed 
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vailed fo far, in that of next day, as to have a ftop put' 
to the proceedings, till fuch time as ambafladors fhould 
be ferit to Lacedaemon. Nicias was appointed to heaci 
them; but they returned without having done the leaft 
good. The Athenians then repented very much their 
having delivered up, at his perfuafion, the prifoncri 
they had taken in the ifland, and who were related to 
the greateft families in Sparta. However, though th^ 
people were highly exafperated at Nicias, they did not 
proceed to any excefTes againft him, but only appointed 
Alcibiades their general ; made a league with the inha- 
bitants of Matineaand Elis, who had quitted the party 
of the Lacedsemonians, in which the Argivcs were in* 
eluded, and fent troops to Pylus, to lay Wafte Laconii^'. 
In this manner they again inv'Olved thcmfelvesjn the 
war which they were lb lately defirous of avoiding. 

^ Plutarch,' after relating the intrigue of Alcibiades, 
adds : *» No one can approve the methods he employed 
to fucceed in his deugn; however, it was a mafter- 
ftroke, to dtfunite and (hakealmoft every part of Pelo^ 
ponnefus in this manner, and raife up, in one day, fo 
inajiy enemies ' againft the'Lacfedremoriians.*' In ray 
opinioti, this is too foft 2t cenfure of fo* knavifli and per- 
fidious an aftion, which, how fuccefsfu! foever it might 
have been, was, notwithftanding, horrid in itfelf, and 
of a nature ne%^er to he fufficiently detefted. 

* There was in Athens a citizen. Hyper bolus by 
name, a very wicked man, whom the comic poets ge- 
nerally made the objeft of their raillery and inve6Hves. 
He was hardened in evil, and become infenfible to in- 
famy, by renouncing all fentiments of honour, which 
could only be the efFeft of a foul abandoned entirely to 
vice. Hyperbolus was not agreeable to any one; and 
yet the people made ufe of him to humble thofe in high 
fiations, and involve them in difficulties. Two citizens, 
Nicias and Alcibiades, engrofled, at that time, all the 
authority in Athens. The diltplute life'of the lattier 
fliocked the Athenians, who beftdes dreaded hi^ auda- 

k In Alcib. p. ig8. 
»i'lut, ia Alcib. p. 196, iq^. In Nic. p.'530, 5^1. 
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city and haugbtinefs. On the other fide^ Nicias, by al* 
ways oppofitig, vrithout the leaft referve, their unjuil 
ijefires ; aad by obliging them to take the moil ufeful 
meaf ures, was become very odious to them. One would 
have imagined, that as the people were thus alienated 
from both, they would not nave failed to put the oilra^ 
cifm in force againfl one of them. Of the two parties 
which prevailed at that time in the city, one which con- 
filted oi the young men who were eager for war» the 
other of the old men who were defirous of peace ; the 
former endeavoured to procure the banifbment of Ni- 
cias, and the latter of Alcibiades* Hyperbolus, whofe 
only merit was in impudence, in hopes of fucceedinff 
whichfoever of them (hould be removed* declared 
openly againll them* and was eternally exafperating the 
people affainft both. However, the two factions being 
afterwards reconciled, he himfelf washaniihed by (and 
put an end to)the oilracifm, which feemed tohave been 
4emeaned, in being employed againft a man of fo bafe 
a chara£ler ; for hitherto there was a kind of honour 
and dignity annexed to this puniihment. Hy pei bolus 
was therefore the laft who was fentenced by the oIlra<« 
cifm ; as Hipparchus, a near relation ^f Piiiilratus the 
tyrant, had been the firiL 

Sect. V. Alcihiades engages the Mieniani in thi 

Wur of Sicily m 

SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEETH YEARS OF THE 

• WAR. 

^ T.PASSover feveral iiM:anfi4eraW^ events, to haften 
X to the relation of that of the greateft importance, 
the expedition of the Athenians into Sicily, to which 
they were efpecially excited by Alcihiades. This is 
the itxteenth year of the Peloponnefian war. 

"^jAlcibiades bad gained a furprifing afcendant over 
^he. minds ofthe people, thofn^h they were perfefUy 
.well a<:quainted with his chara^er. For his grea^ qua- 

"> A. M. 3588. Ant. 1. C. 416. Thucyd. I.viii. p. 350—409. 
» Plot, ia Alcib. p. i^S^soo. Zn Nic. p, 5s** 
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Ihies were united with (Ullgreater vices, which.he «di4 

not take the leaft padns to conceal. HepalTed lui lifjC in 

fuch an excefs of luxury and voiuptuoufhefs* at wi^a 

fcandal to that city* Nebbing was ieen in his bpufe but 

fefiivalsy rejoicings, and parties of pleafure amd de^ 

beauchery* He -mowed very little regard to the euf* 

toms of his country, and lefs to religion and the gods* 

All perfbns of fenie and judgment, oefldes the ftrong 

averlion they had for his irregularities, drqaded ^ceedv^ 

ingly the coniequenci^s of hi^ audacity, profufion,. and 

Jitter contempt of the laws, twhich they confidered a$ 

fo many fteps by which Alcibiades Would rife. to ty» 

lannical power. 

Ariftopfaanes, in one of his comedies*, (hows ad*, 
mirably w<ell,. in a fingle verfe,. th^ difpofition of the 
people with regard to him: ft They hate Alcibiades," 
iayshe, ^^and; yet caiuiot do without him/* And, in* 
deed thjB prodigious fliiBs be fquandered on ibe peo* 
pie; the pompous psnes and (hows he exhibited to 
pkafetheani the magnificent and almoft incredible 
prefents which he made the city ; the grace and beauty 
of his whole perfon; his elx>quence, his bodily ftrength, 
joined to his courage and experience; in a word, this 
aflemblage pi great qualities made the Athenians wink 
at his faults^ and bear them patiently, always ^ndea* 
vouringto leiTen andXcreen them under foft and fa» 
vourable names; for they csdled them fports, polite 
pailimes, and indications of his humanitj and good 
Xitture. 

Timon the xii«n«haiter» morofe and favage as he was, 
formeda hettpriudgmeiitpf thi$ co^di^^ ol Ajlcibiadesu 
Meeting him one day as he w^ coming out of the aflemr 
bly, vaftly pleafed^t his haying been grati^ed in all his 
demands, and to fee the greateft, honours paid him by 
thepeoplein genera), who were att^i^ding him incrpuas 
to his hpufe; fo far from ihiSQ^big him as he did all 
other men, on .the contrary be raffi to meet him, and 

^retching; out h^.h^i^ to hilQ i^ ^ friendly wayi 
•* Co\ijragf, 9iy ion" lay&^^p, ",thou dpft right mpuih- 
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ingihy fortune, for thy advancement ^^^iin)e the' ruin 
of all thcfc people.*' The war of Sicily will Jh^W* that 
Tinion was not miftaken. ,' ' ' ' V 

The Athenians, from the time of Periches, Kad inedi- 
fated the conqueft of Sicily. However, that wife guide 
had always endeavoured to check this ambitii>us aTi'A 
wild projeft. He liffed frequently to inculcate ko the hi 
that by living in peace, by fupporting their fleet,- by 
contenting themfelves with the conquers they had'a'J^ 
ready gained, and by not engaging in hazardous 'eiit^ri- 
prifes, they would raife their city to aflourifhit>g<:on- 
dition, and be always fupcrior to their enemie3. . The 
authority he had at that time over the peoj^^le, though it 
kept them from invading Sicilyi could not furpafs the 
deiire they had to conquer it, and their eyes were corii 
tinually upon that iflafid. **Some time.altcr !Pericles's 
death, the jLcontines, being invaded by the Syraeufans, 
had fent a deputation to Athens to demand aid. They 
wer6 6tiginally of Chakis, an Athenian colony. The 
chief of the deputies was Gorgis, a famous rhetorician, 
who was reputed the moll eloquent man of his times. 
His elegant and florid di£lion, heightened by fliiniiig 
figures which he fir ft employed, charmed the Ath'eni*^^ 
ans, who were prodigioufly affefled with the beauties 
and graces of eloquence. Accordingly the alliance was 
concluded, and thefy fent (hipsto 'Regium to the aid of 
the Leontines. The year following they fent a greater 
number. Two years after they fertt a new fleet, fonle- 
thing ftronger than the former; but the Sicilians hav*- 
ing put 2in end to all their divifions, by the advice of 
Herraocrates, the flieet was fent back ; atid the Achetii- 
ans, not being able to prevail with themfelves to pardon 
their generals for not conquerihg Sicily, fent two of 
them, Pyth6dorUS and Sophocles into baniihmetiC ; dnd 
fenteiiced the third, EtifymeAon,-to pay a heavy fine ; 
their ptofperify having blinded them to fo |>rodigious 
a degree, that they wferc p^rfuaded no power was able 
to refift them. T"hcy m»ae fcvcfal attehipts afterwards, 
■and iipair fucelenee-cf fenditrg, from time to lime^ ami^ 

^bio4. !. xii.^ 99« 

and 
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and foldicy-s to fug^citici a^ v(cve unjidlly treated or 
opprefTed by the SyraVufens, they by that means were 
preparing to invade tlr^m with a greater force. 
• But the perfmi viho moll inflamed this ardour was 
Alcibiades, by his feeding the people witb fplendid 
hopes with which he himfelf was for ever fill pd or -nu 
tber intoxicated. He was. every nighty in his dreaftis* 
taking Carthage, rubduiiigAfrica,croiri^g'froiii^tIu:nce 
into Italy, and poifelfing himft^lf of aU Pcloponn'eAis^ 
looking upon Sicily not as the fcope and.eud of this 
yiir, but as the beginning and the Hril ftep of tlie ex«* 
ploits he revolved in his mind. Allxh« citifi&ens favour* 
edhis views, and without enquiring feriouflyinto matf 
ters, were enchanted with the .mighty hopes he gave 
them. This expedition was the only topic of all con* 
verfations. The young. men, in the places where the 
public exerclfes were performed, and the old men in 
their fliops, and elfewhere, were employed in nothing 
but in drawing the plan of Sicily ; in difcourfing on the 
nature and quality of the fea with which it is furround- 
ed ; on its good harboi'.rs, and flat fliores towards Ahit 
caifor thefe people, infatuated by the fpeeches.of 
Alcibiades, were (like him) perfuaded ^hat they fhould 
make Sicily only their place of arjns and their arfenal, 
from whence they fliould fet out for the conqueft of 
Carthage, and make- themfelves mailers of all Africa 
and the fea, as far as the Pillars of Hercules. 

' It is relrjed, that neither Socrates not Methon the 
aftronomer, believed that this enterprife would be fuc- 
cefsful ; the former* being infpired^as he ihfinuated, by 
his familiar fpirit, who!always warned him! of the evils 
with which he was threatened; and the other, dif0£^ed 
by his reafon andg^od fesfe, which, pointing out what 
he had to apprehend in refpe3: to the future, induce^ 
him to a3 the madman on thisoccafion; and to demand, 
in confideration of the unhappy condition to whic)i h^ 
Was reduced, that the Atheniafis would not iorqe away 
his fon;'and would difpeal'e with his carrying amis.,.' 

t yiut.ioAkib. p. 199. la Ni^ PsSSSm . ^ 
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S£CT* VI. AccpuutofiheJiveralPcopU vAo inhabit^ 

ed Sicily. , . . '• 

BEFORE I enter on the relation of ihe war<^f Si- 
cily, itwiilxiot be un|Mroper to give a plaikof the 
oountiy, and of the ns^tons wno inhabited it: Tbucy* 
isdes beguis intbefame manaer. 
. !« It w«s firft inhabited by the Le&rygones und th^ 
Of(Aofc% of whom we do not know anyp^ortAculars^. 
except what we «[e told by-;tbe poet$. ' The*nioft an- 
cient after tfaefe were the Steam, who called th^nd%\v9n 
theoriginaiiahabitants of this country, though they ar^ 
thought to hay^e came into k from the neigbbonrhood 
of a liver in £pain,< scalded Sicanus, whofe name they 
gave to the iitand, which before was called Tirina<yiat 
thefe people were afterwards' t:oniined to the wftj|()na 
]paft 01 the iiland. >Sx>n»e' l^ro^aps, after the burosii^ of 
^heii* city, eante and &ttled near them, and biuik &ix 
and* Egefta, who all afiFiitned the name of Elyml^i^ and 
were afterwaerds joined by fame inhabitants jof.Phoeis* 
at their return from the fiege x)f Troy. Thofe who 
are propeiily called Sicilians came jfrom Italy intviery 
great numbers ; and having gaiited acpnfiderable vic« 
tory over theSicani^ ccmfined them to^a cornec^f ^thoir 
ifland, about three Sumdoed years! 4)efo]ie the arrival lof 
the Greeks; and in Thncydides's time% they ftill inba^ 
bited the middle part of the ifiand and the nocihern 
eoaft. From them the ifiand was called Sicily. 'The 
Pheenicians alio fpsead themfelves along the coaft and 
> in the little iflands which border upon it, for the con<- 
venience of trade*: but after the Greeks began to fet<» 
tie tbere,Tthey retired into the country of the ElymsBi, 
in order to be nearer Carthafe; and abandoned the reilv 
It was in this manner dieBarbarians firft fettled in Sicily. 
'With regard to the Greeks, the jGrft of them- who 
eroded into Sicilv vrere the Ghalcidians of Eubcea, un^ 
^r Theocles who founded Naxos. The year after, 
which, according to Dionyfius Halicarnaifus, was the 

§ Thucyd. 1. vii p. 410—413 « A. M. ^94. Arit. J. C. 710. 

* it it cilkd ijcgefla by the Romans. 
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tiurd of the feveateeath Olyf&pia^* Archiai 'the Ca- 
rinthian laid the ibundations of Syracufe. Seven years 
alter, the Chaicidians founded Leontium and Catana, 
afier havmg driven out the inhabitants of the country^ 
who were Sicilians. Other Greeks, who came from 
Megara, a city of Achaia, about the fame time, foundc4 
Megara, called Hyblasa^oor barely Hybla, from Hyb* 
lon« a Sicilian king, by whofe permiiHon they fettled 
in ids dominions. It is well known that the Hyblaeaa 
hone^ was very famous among the ancientSf A hun* 
dred years after, the inhabitants of that city built Se* 
hnonta. Gela, built oa a river of the fame name, forty** 
five years after the founding of Sjyracufe, founded 
Agrigentum about a hundred and eight years after. 
Zmcle, called afterwards MeiTanaor Meifene, byAnax« 
ilas tyrant of Regium, who was of Meifene, a city of 
Peloponnefus, had fevecal founders, and at different 
periods« The Zanclians built the city of Himera; 
the Syracufam built Acre« . Cafmene, and Camarina. 
Thefe are mod of the nations, whether Greeks or Bar- 
barians^ who fettled in Sicily. 

Sect. VII. The TeopU of Egtjta implore Aid of tU 
Athenians. Nicias oppofes^ but to no Purpoje^ the 
War of Sicily » Alcibiaaes carries that Point. They 
koth are appointed Generals with Lamachus. 

* A THENS was in thedifpofition above related 
JlJL when ambaifadors were lent from the people of 
Egefta, who, in-jqualityof their allies, came ho impior e 
d^ir aid i^ainft UieinJiabitasits of Selinunta, who MFei^ 
aflifted by the Sy ractifans. It was the fifteenth year of 
the Peloponnefian war. Thev reprefenied, among other 
things, that Ihould they be abandoned, the Syrapufans, 
after feizing their city as they had done that of Leoiw 
tium, would poflels themfelves o(f all Sicily, and not 
£ail to aid the Peloponnefiaiois who were their foundersi; 
and, that they miffht put them to as little chai^ge as po£- 
fiblC) they offered to pay the tr<x>ps that ihould be feat 

• A. M. 3586. Ant. J. C. 416. Thncyd. 1. vu p. ^13—415* X>iod* 
If xii, p« i»Q| 130. Pittt.ia Alcib. |^ aoo. Xa Jbc^. ^3b» * • 
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to fuccaur them. The Athenians who had long^waite<l 
for an oppfortunky to declare themfelves, fent deputies 
to Egefta to enquire into the ftate of affairs, and to fee 
whether there was money enough in the treafury to de- 
fray the ex pence of fo great a war. The inhabitants 
(»f that city had been fo artful, as to bortow from the 
neighbouring nations a great number of gold and filver 
vafes,> worth an immeiife fum of motiey ; arid of thefe 
thc?y made a 4how when the Athenians a!*rived. * The 
deputies returned with thofe of Egefta, who carried 
threefcore talents in ingots, as a month's pay for the 
galleys which they demanded; and a promile of larger 
fums, which, the}' faid, were ready both in the publiq 
treafury and in the temples. The people^ ftruck with 
thefe fair appearances, the truth of which they did nut 
give themfelves the leifure to examine, and fedbced 
by the advantageous reports which their deputies made 
in the view* ot pieafing them, immediately granted the 
Egcllans their demand, and appointed Alc-ibiadcs, Ni- 
cias, and Lamachai& to command the fleet; with full 
power, not only to fuccour Egefta, and reftore the in* 
habitants of Leontium to their city ; but alfo to regu- 
late the affairs of Sicily, in fuch a mahner as might 
beft fuit the interefts of the re|)ublic. 

Nicia^ was appointed one of the general^, to^his very 
great regret ; tor, befides other motives whicih made him 
•dread that commaitd^ he (hunned it, becaufe Alcibiades 
was to be his colleague. But the Athenians promifed 
themfelves greater fucttefe ffomthis war, (hould they 
not refiga the wbofe condii£l of it to Alcibiades, but 
temper his ardour and^ audacity with the coldnefs and 
vrildom of Nicies. 

**'Five days after^^to haflen the exeeution of the de«> 
cree^and mike the neceifary preparations, a fecond af«- 
Tembly i^iras held. Mtcias, who had had time enough 
to rctieft deliberately on the aff;^ir, propofed, and was 
ftitl better convinced «f the difficuhies and dangers 
-which would enftiefrom it ; thought himfetf obliged 
to.Cpe^kj^vitb fome. vehemence againft a projeft, the 

•A'.Mt 3^^9: Ant. J. C. 415* » Tbucyd. 1. vi. p. 4*5 — 498. 
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cmifeqtiences of which he for^faiw' might' be very fatM 
to the republic. He foid, **Tbat it wa$ furpriiing fo 
important an affair fhould have be^n determinedi the 
moment almoft it was taken into deliberation : that 
without once enquiring into matters, they had given 
credit to whatever was told them by foreigners, whA 
were very lavifli of their promifes ; and whofc intereft 
it was to offer mighty things, in order to extricate 
themfeives from their imminent danger. After all, 
what advantage," fays he, "can accrue from thence 
to die republic : have we fo few enemies at our doors', 
that we need go in fearch of others at a diftance from 
us? Will you aft wifely, to hazard yourprefent pof- 
feiiions on thie vain hopes of an uncertain advantage? 
To mediate new conquefts before you h^ve fecured 
your smcient ones ? To ftudy nothing but the aggran^ 
dizine oJF your fiate, and quite neglect your oWn fafe«* 
ty ? Can you depend in any manner on a truce, Which 
you yourlelves know is very precarious ; which you 
%te fenfible has been infringed more than once ; and 
which the leaft defeat on our fide may fuddenly change 
into an open war f > You are not ^norant how the La- 
cedaemonians have always been^ and ftill continue 
difpoied with regard to us.. - They deteft our govern- 
ment <a& different from theirs; it is with grief and ^if« 
dain they fee us poffeffed of the empire of Greece { 
they donfider oiir glory as their fiiame and confuflon; 
W-tliere is nodiing they would not attempt, to humi 
bleapoweSr wttich excitei their jealoufy, and keeps 
them perpetuaUy in fear. Thefe are our real enemies, 
W^it is they weiought to guard againft. Will it be 9 
proper time to make theie reflections, (when after 
Wing divided ottr'troqps,and oar arms will beiem*- 
ployea elfewhere) and unable to refill them, we ihall 
^e attacked at once by all the forces of Peloponnefus ? 
We do but'juft begin to breathe, after the calamities 
inwhicbwar^d the plague had plunged us; and\we 
are now going xd .pltiiigc oucfelVes inco greater dan^ 
get. If we are> ambitious of carryfng our arms int4 

diftant coiintrie<s*W9al4 it not'- be more e;^pedie^t^o 
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QMUFch aii4 reduc!$:tb€ neibelfrpf Thrace, and otber 

tk>ns wiio afeibil iravertng^ and unfixed in their al-» 

l^i^fBc^, tlmfi to Sy t0 ibe &M^9»rof tine ioJadbtitnts 

of %f5ftft, ?ih0()| wch^fe jwdltr^ we ought to ;be-very 

iv^iUcnmJ And wiH it fwit owr intereft, to attempjt 

toxev«nge their injitfks, at a time tbatvredonofcjdiXi- 

icovei the le»ft ref^ntmcnt . W tbofe we ourfclve* re>- 

Cf;iy5e?. L«t m kay* the SieiKans to themfelrejB^ «nd 

not engage in their qH^re]^, wbkh it is theirhufincrfs 

to decide. A« the inhjihitai>i». <^ £gefia: undertook the 

war withoiu u«, let them eKtricatQ Jthe«»rdLyes froln it 

fks well as th^y cfin* Should any of our generals ad viic 

you lo thi&«ent6rprife>.i;rom »«»-ai»bitious or lelf-imte* 

refted view ; merely (to make « vain parade of his 

Iplendid eqoiipages, or tt) raife .money to fuppoxt his 

je^tfavagance ; be not.guiliy. <»ifo much imprudence 

at ^0 fanrifioe the inierti^jpf the ceptlbUc t)p fat^or tSi9 

permit himio involve it in,'thefeme<iiiB withJaitifeU^ 

An emerpriferof fo.mnc)i.Mapj9rt»nee tm^not^miit 

pommU^d wholly i0. ibn^ icooduiEl <jf a ydung ^atu 

iR,ime«Qi>er it b prtideibee, jtiot prejt^cse and paffia94 

th^ tgive^ fuocm t^ 98i»r»»" i Nlcias. eonchuU^d Wih 

Aeelnring it bisioftn^mi^rlbat ciMtouM lie^jropartBide^ 

libierate again oaltbejalbir, in ordec io:p«rrvicntdbc^fii# 

iall4:)QAleii|iiencei»/%«Htb wbidii their. takijigiralh cefi»ki« 

ii<m«'fOigW he atteadAl> i i : 1 ^ r ' 

It WAS platfA he had Akafctadei in ^iew^ ihid that fais 

i^M^mous }ux«ry was cbe>ob}e£l of. his.eenfuffe.i And 

iiideed'he carried it to an incredible height; and lai- 

vi^d prodigious >6«ma of money on torfea^ and bmuh 

p^3» tod moYjeables ; otst to . mention the > delicacy 

aM.i'umpUioufoeb of his iahle. He difpuied the firi^e 

in ike Olympic .ganaiea wit|i feven lets: of ^hariuit 

hof^fcf^AvhiGh no privat'C man bad ever ^ioherJbq^e 

tiim ; and he was crowned more than once on that.oc«- 

cafem. Extraardinary nefouroes Wene neceflaty Eor 

fupportipg fncb luj^iary:; and as avarice o£tcn ferves 

a$,;i refourceto ambition; there were £ome froundi 

$0 j»eUeve» ithat Alctbiades was no lefs folkitous ^or 

icoaquerjiag, Sicily and Carthage (which he pretended 

1 » . * to 


to poffefs afterwards as his own) to enrich iiis familyp 
than to render it glorious. It is satural to fuppoifB 
that Alcibiades did aot let this fpeech of Nicias.gp 
uoanfwered. * 

*' This, fays Alcibiades, is not the firil time that me- 
rit has excited jealoufy, and glory been made the ob- 
jed of envy. That very thing which is ^nsputed to me 
lor a crime, is, I will prefume to fay it, the honour of 
my country, and ought to gain me applaufe. The 
fplendor in which I live; the great fums I expend* 
particularly in the public aflemblies; befides tliei/r 
being j nil and lawful, at the fame time give foreigners 
a greater idea of the glory of Athens ; and fliow, that 
it IS not in fucb want oi money as our enemies imagine. 
But this is not our prefent buiiaefs.. Liet the worlci 
form a judgment of me, not from paflion and prejiv 
drce, but from my a&ions. Was it an inconfid^rabJfe 
fejEvice I did the republic, in bringing over (in one 
day) to ilsaliiancet the people of .£iis, of Mantine^, 
and ot Argos, that is the ciiief ftrei|gth.of Peloponnc^ 
fas ? Maike n£e, therefone, xq aggrandijce your .empire, 
of Alcibiades's yout^aad foJtly ^fince his enemies gi>^ 
it that namej as well as of the wifdomaitui expcrienp^ 
of Nicias; and do not repent, {xofa vain and idle fear^t 
jour cjDfiagitaig in'an entei^ife pablicly refoi ved upon, 
and which may redound infinitely both to yovrr giorfr 
and advantage. Tlie cities of Sicily, weary oi the 
unjuft and cruel government of their princes, and ftiU 
tnore of the tyrannical authority whiph Syracufe eXp 
erciles over, them, wait only for ,a favoufable opporp 
tuqity to declare themfelves; and are re^dy to open 
their gates to whomfoever (hall offer to take on the ybk^ 
under which ibey have fo long groaiied. Though ihp 
citiEens of £ge&a in quality ot your allies, ihould not 
We a right to your proto^lion ; yet the glory of Athens 
ought to engage you tp fupport them^ Republics ag* 
grandi2;e themfelves by fucceurliag the oppreffed, and 
not by living una£^iye. In the prefent Uate^ of vovbr 
afiairs, the only w^y to di/pirit your enemies, and Ihow 

' that 


36 HISTORY or THE 

that you arc not afraid of them, will* be, to harafs one 
'tiatiun, to check the progrefs of another, to keep them 
all employed, and, carry your arms into diflant coun- 
tries. Athens was not formed for eafe; and it was 
not by inailivity that your anceftors raifed it to the 
height in whicn we now fee it. For the reft, whzlt 
hazards will you run by engaging in the cnterp rife in 
queftion ? If it ihould be crowned with fuccefs, yon 
wjll then poflefs yourfelves of all Greece; and fliould 
it not anfwer your expeftatioris your fleet will give you 
an opportunity of retiring whenever you pleafe. The 
Lacedemonians indeed may make an incurfion into 
our country ; but, befides that it would not be in our 
power to prevent it, though we fhould not invade Sicily, 
we ftill (hall prefervc the empire of the fea, in fpite of 
them ; a circumftance which makes our enemies en- 
, tirely defpair of ever being able to conquer us. Be 
not therefore biafed by Nicias's reafons. The only 
tendency of them is to fow the feeds of difcord between 
the young and old men, who can do nothing. without 
•one another; fince it is wifdorn and courage, counfel 
and execution, that give fuccefs to all enterprises: 
and this in which we are going to embark, cannot but 
turn to your advantage." 

"The Athenians, flattered and pleafed with Alci- 
biades's fpeech, perfifted in their firft opinion. Ni- 
cias, on tlie other fide, did not depart from his ; but 
at the fame time did not dare to oppofe Alcibiades anV 
further. Nicias was naturally of a foft and ti^id dif- 
poiition. He was not, like Pericles, maffef of that 
lively and vehement eloquence, which, like a torrent, 
bears down, all things in its way. And, indeed the 
]atter, on feveral occafions and at feveral times, had 
never faile<l to check, the wild.ftarts of the populace, 
who, even then, ujeditated the expedition into Sicily; 
becaufe he was always inflexible, and never flackened 
the reins of that authority and kind of fovereignty 
which he had acquired over the people; whereas 

> Piat. in praee, drger. rep.. p. 8o«. 
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*Nicias« both by a£ling and fpeaking in an eafy, gen- 
tie manner, fo far from winning over the people, fut- 
fered himfelf to be forcibly and involuntarily carried 
away : and accordingly he at laft yielded to the peo* 
pie, and accepted the command in a war which he 
plainly forefaw would be attended with the moil fatal 
confequences. 

Plutarch makes this reflexion in his excellent trea- 
life, where, fpeaking of the qualities requifite in a 
ftatefman, he mows how very necclfary eloquence and 
inflexible conflancy and perfeverance are to him. 

Nicias, not daring to oppofe Alcibiadcs any longer 
openly, endeavoured to do it indire£lly, by iiarting a 
great number of difficulties, drawn cfpecially from the 
great expence of thi^ expedition. He declared, that 
Ance they were refolved upon war, they ought to carry 
it on in liich a manner as might, fuit the exalted repu^ • 
tation to which Athens had attained : that a fleet was 
not fufficient to oppofe fo formidable a power as that 
of the Syracufans and their allies : that they mufl raife 
an army, compofed of good horfe and foot,, if they 
defired to a£^ in a manner worthy of fo grand a defign : 
that befides their fleet* which was to make them maf- 
ters at fea, they mufl have a great number of tianf. 
ports, to carry provifions perpetually to the army, 
which, otherwife could not pofiibly fubfifl in an ene- 
my's country : that they mufl carry vafl fums of mo- 
ney with them, without waiting for that promifed 
them by the citizens of £gefla, who perhaps were 
ready in words only, and very probably micht break 
their promife : that they ought to weigh ana examine 
the difparity there was between themfelves and their 
enen;iies with regard to the conveniencies and wants of 
the army ; the oyracufans being in their own country, 
in the midfl of powerful allies, difpofed by inclina- 
tion, as well as engaged by intereH, to afTifl them with 
men, arms, horfes, and provifions ; whereas the Athe- 
nians would carry on the war in a remote country pof* 
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feffed by their enemies, where, in the winter, news 
cauld not be brought them in lefs than four months 
time; a country, where all things wduld oppofe the 
Athenians, and nothing be procured but by force ' of 
arms : that it would i*cffeft the greateft ignominy on the 
Athenians, fliould they be fottdd^o abandon their en- 
terprife, and thereby beconje the fcornand contempt 
of their enemies, by their neglefting to take all the pre- 
cautions which fo important a deCgn required: that as 
for himfclf, he was determined not to go, unlefs he was 
provided with all things ncceffary' for the expedition, 
becaufe the fafety of the whole army depended on that 
eircumftance; and that he would not rely on caprice, 
or the precarious engagements of the allies. 

y Nicias had flattered himfelf, that this fpeech would 
cool the ardour of the people, whereas it only inflamed 
ft the more. Immediately the generals had full powers 
given them to raife as many troops, and fit out as many 
galleys as they fhould judge necef&ry ; and the levies 
were accordingly carried on in Athens, and other 
places, with inexpreffible aftivity. 

Sect. VIII. The Athenians prep^n to fet Sail. Sini'- 

Jltr Omtns. The Statues of Mercury are mutilated* 

. Akibiades is accufid^ andinfifts upon his being triedt 

but his Requejl is nf4 grarded. Triumphant Z>^ 

- patiurt of the Fleet. 

* T TC 7 HEN all things were ready for their departure, 
V V and they werepreparing to fail, there happen- 
ed feveral bad omens, which filled the piinds oi the 
people with trouble and difquietude. The * women 
were at that time celebrating the fcflrival of Adonis, 
during which the whole city was in mourning, and full 
of images reprefenting dead perfons and funeral pro- 

7 Diod. I. xtii. p. 134. * A. M. 35^9. Ant. J. C. 415. 

Thucyd. I. vi. p. 428. Plut. in Alcib. p. 900, 201. 

• Tliis fuperftUious rite had extended even te Cod'i people. Ami 
hchold tkere fat womtn wceprrrgjbr Tttmrnvz. £kek. viii. 14. N. B. The 
latin verfion of the Bible, which Mr. Rollin follows, fays weeping for 
Adorns: -which is the fdmca»Taminuz, the Hebrews calleti Adonis oy 
tha^ name. 
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eellions; and every part echoed with' the cries and 
groans of the women who. fcMlawed thofe fiafiues with 
lamenutions of ihatt kind. Whence it wa» feared, that 
this gay and magnificent armament Would foon lofe ail 
its fplendor^ and wither **away like a flower. 

The general afflidion was increafed by another acci- 
dent, ifhe ftatues of Mercury, which itood at the en« 
trance o£ private houfes and temples, were all mutilat* 
ed in one night, and particularly in the face; and al- 
though a great reward was promiied to any perfon who 
fliould dilcover the authors of fo audacious a crime, no 
one was accufed. The citizehs could not forbear con« 
fidenngthis uncommon event, not only as an unlucky 
omen, but as a contrivance of fome faaious men, who 
harboured very ill defigns. Some young people had al- 
ready been accufed of committing much the like crime 
in the midft of their cups ; and particularly of having 
wantonly mimicked the ceremonies and myfteries of 
Ceres and Proferpine ; with Alcibiades, who reprefent* 
ed the higb>prieft, at their head. " It highly concerns all 
thofe in exalted ftations, to be extremely careful of 
every flep they take, and not to give the leaft opportu* 
nity to the moft inveterate malice to cenfure them. 
They oUght to call to mind, fays Plutarch, that the eyes 
of all men aure upon their condu6^, and tha^ they are 
ever eagle-eyed on thefe occafions ; that not only their 
outward anions pafs the moil fevdre fcrutiiiy, but that 
they penetrate to their moft private apartments, and there 
take the firi6left notice of their difcourfes, their div^r* 
fions^ and the moft fecret things tranfafled by them* 
It was this dread of the piercing eye of the people, that 
kept Tbemiftocks and Pericles perpetually on their 
guard, and obliged themtoifefrain from moft of thofe 
pkafures in which. others indulge-themfelves. 

As for Alcibiades, he did not know what it was to lay 
himfelf under any reftraims; and* accordingly as his 
charafler was fowell known, people were perfuaded he 

• Plut. in praec. de rep. p, 800. 

*.The hlftonah allude* to tbeplaats and flowers that were carried ia 
that ceremonf^tod whkk went by ike«KaDaeH>f Adonis'a gardens. 
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very probably had beto concerned in what had happen- 
ed. His luxury » libertioifm, and irreiigion, gave an air 
of probabiiity to this charge, and the accufer was not 
afraid of telling his name. This attack fiaggered the 
conflancy and refolutionof Alcibiades ; but hearing the 
foldiers and failors declare, that they were induced to 
engage in this expedition by no other motive but their 
affciSiion for Alcibiades ; and that, fhould the leaft in- 
jnry be done hiih, they would all leave the fervice; he 
look beart, and appeared at his trial on the day appoint* 
ed for that purpofe. His. enemies, upon pretence fthat 
it was necelFary for the fleet to fet fail, got tlie judg- 
ment fupcrfededl It was»to no purpofe for Alcibiades 
to infift upon being tried, in cafe he was guilty, and 
liot be ruined in his abfence; and to'reprefent, that it 
would be the moll (hocking and barbarous injuftice to 
oblige him to embark for fo important an expedition, 
without firft making due enquiry into the accufations 
and horrid ilanders which were caft upon him, the bare 
thoughts of which would keep him in perpetual fear 
aud anxiety. However, none of thefe remonftrances 
proved effeftual, and the fleet was ordered to fet out. 
. *» They accordingly prepared to fet fail, after having 
appointed Corey ra the rendezvous for rooft of the all ies, 
aiid fuch ihips as \yere to carry the provifions, &c. All 
the citizens, as well as foreigners in Athens, flocked by 
day-break to the port of Pyraeus. The former attended 
their children, relations, friends, or companions, with 
a joy overcail^with a little forrow, upon their bidding 
adieu to perfons that were as dear to them as life, who 
were fetting out on a far diflant and very dangerous ex • 
pedltion, from which it was uncert^n wnether they ever 
would return, though they flattered themfelves with the 
hopes that it would be fuccefsful. The foreigners caoie 
thither to feed their eyes with a fight which was highjy 
worthy their curiofity ; for no fingle city in the world 
had ever fitted out fo gallant a fleet.' Thofe indeed 
which had been fent againft Epidauru^ :and Pocidara, 
were as confideirable wuh regard to the number of fol- 

* Thucy4. p, 43b— 43^ Dio^U 1^ xiii. t>. t|$. . . - . , -. . 
s. . . ■ diers 
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diersand (hips : but then they were not equipped with lo 
much magnificence, neither was their voyage fo long, 
nor their enterprife fo important. Here were fecn a 
Jand and a naval army, provided with the utmoft care, 
and at the expence ot particular perfons as well as of 
the public, with all things neceffary, on account of the 
length of the voyage, and the duration of the * war. 
The city furniihed a hundred empty galleys, that is, 
threefcore light ones, and forty totranfport the foldiers 
heavily armed. Every mariner received daily a drach- 
ma, or ten pence (French) for his pay, e^cclufivcly of 
what^the captains of fhips gave the rowers* of the firft 
bench. Add to this, the pomp and magiiificence that 
weredifplayed univerfally ; every one ftriving to eclipfe 
the rcil, and each captaiii endeavouring to make his 
Ihip the lighted, and at the fame time the gayeil in the 
whole fleet. I Ihall not take mttice of the choice of the 
foldiers and fcamen, who were the flower of the Athe- 
nians; nor of their emulation with regard to the beauty 
ami ncatnefs of their arms and equipage; any more 
than uf their officers who had laid out confiderable fum^ 
purely to diflinguifli thenifelves, and to give foreigners 
an advantageous idea of their perfons and circumilaiN 
CCS; fo that this fight had the air of a tournament, in 
^vhich tiie utmoft magnificence is di fp lay ed, rather than 
oi a warlike expedition. But the boldnefs and greatnei^s 
ol the defign ftill exceeded its expence and fpleiidor. 

When the fhips M'ere laden atid the troops got on 
"oard, the trumpet founded, and folemn prayers were 
<^ffercd up for the Faccefs of the expedition; gold and 
hlver cups were filling every where with wine, and the 
3ccuflomed libations were poured out; the people Who 
l^ned the fhore fhouting at the fame time, and lifting up 
fcr hands to heaven, to wifh their fellow citizens 4 
good voyage and fuccefs. And now, the hymn being 
^'ing, and the ceremonies ended, the fhips failed one af- 
^er another out ol the harbour; alter which thcv flrove 
^ooutfail one another, till the whbje fleet met at ^^ginir. 

They were called 5"paviT«i5 fhey had longer oars thai the reft, 
^^toillcqacntly'jnojt trouble in i-uv^ing;. 

Vol. IV. D From 
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From thence it made for Cof cyra, where the army of 
ihc allies was afTembling with the reft oi tlie fleet. 

Sect. IX. Syracuft is alarmed. The Athenian Fleet 

arrives in Sicily. 

* A DVICE of this expedition coming to Syracufe 
Jl JL from all quarters, it was thought fo improbable, 
that at firll nobody would believe it. But as it was 
more and more confirmed every day, the Syracufens 
began to think ferioufly of making the necelFary prepar- 
ations ; and*fent deputations to every part of tliCr; iland, 
to aik alliftance of fome, and fend fuccours to others. 
They garrifoned all the caftles and forts in the country ; 
reviewed all the foldiers and horfes ; examined the arms 
in the magazines; and fettled and prepared all things, 
as if the enemy had been in their country. 

In the mean time the fleet failed in three fquadrons, 
each under the command of its particular general. It 
confifted of a hundred and thirty-fix Ihips, a hundred 
whereof belonged to Athens, and the reft to the allies. 
On board thefe fliips were five thoufand heavy -armed 
foldiers, two thoufand two hundred of whom wci-e 
Athenian citizens, viz, fifteen hundred of thofe who 
had eftates, and feven hundred* who had none, but 
were equally citizens ; the reft confifted of allies. With 
regard to the light infantry^ there were eighty archers 
of Crete; and four hundred of other countries; feven 
hundred Rhodian flingers, and a hundred and twenty 
exiles of Megara. There was but one company of 
horfe, corififting of thirty trooper^, who had embarked 
on board a veffel proper tor tranfporting cavalry. Both 
the. fleet and the land forces were afterwards increafed 
conCderably. Thirty veffels carried the provifions and 
cooks; with mafons, carpenters, and their feveral tools; 
the whole followed by a hundred fmall veflels for the 
fervice, exclufive of merchant^ftiips, of which there 
were great numbers. ' All this fleet had failed togctlier 

« Thu^. i. vl»>« 43^—445* Diod* 1. xiii, p, 1351 136. 
^ TheOe were called ^qtr^t 
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for Corcyra. Having met with but an indiflferent re- 
ception trom the people of Tarentum and Locris, th^y 
failed witJi a favourable wind for Rhcgiuin, where they 
made ibmc ilay. The Athenians were very urgent 
. with the inhabitants of Rhegium to fuccour thofe of 
Lcontium, who came originally from Chalcis as well 
as them/elves; but thefe anfwered, that they were de- 
termined to {land neuter, and to undertake nothing but 
in concert with the reft of Italy, Here they debated 
on die manner ii> which it was necelTary to carry on 
the war, and waited for the coming up of thofe ihips 
that had been fent out to make difcoverics of a proper 
place for landing, and to enquire whether the citizens 
ot Egefta had got their money ready. Upon their re- 
turn they brought advice that t!:cy had but thirty talents 
in the treafury. This Nicias had forefeen, but no re- 
gard had been paid to his falutary counfels. 

^. He did not fail, the inilant iliis news was brought, 
to expatiate on the counfel he had given in Athens ; to 
ftiow the wrong ftep they had taken in engaging in this 
war; and to amplify the fatal confetjuences which 
might be expetled from it: in all which he afcled very 
imprudently, . It was extremely judicious in Nicias to 
oppofe it in the beginning, and to fet every engine at 
work, to crufli if poflible this ill-fated projeth But as 
it was refolved,and hehimfelf had accepted of the com- 
mand, he ought not to be perpetually looking back- 
Ward, nor to have repeated incefl'antly, that this war 
had beei^ undertaken in oppofition to all the maxims 
of prudence ; and, by that nxeaps, to cool the ardour of 
'his two colleagues in the command, to difpirit the fol- 
diers, and blunt that edge of confidence and ardour, 
vhich aflare the fuccds of great enterprifes. The 
Athenians, on the contrary, ouglu to have advanced 
boldly towards the enemy; (hould have attacked them 
with vigour, and have fpread an univerfal terror by a 
fudden and unexpected defcept. 

But Nicias a£ted in a (|uite difierent manner. His 
opinion in the CQuncil pf war, was, that they (hould Uii 

4 Flyi. in Nic. p. 53s. 
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for Selinunta, which had been the firft occafion of'this 
expedition; and then, ii the citizens of Egefta perform- 
ed their promife, and gave a month's pay to the army, 
to proceed forward ; or otherwife, to oblige them to 
lurnifli provifions ior the (ixty galleys they had de- 
manded, and continue in that road till they (hould have 
concluded a peace with the citizens of Selinunta, either 
by force of arms or fome other way. He faid, that they 
afterwards fhould return to Athens, after having thus 
made a parade of their forces, and the afliftance they 
gave their allies; unlefs they fhould have an opportu- 
nity of making fome attempt in favour of the Leontines, 
or of bringing over fome city into their alliance. 
Alcibiades anfwered, that it would be inglorious, 

'after their failing out with fo noble a fleet, to return 

without doing any thing; and that they fhould firft en- 
deavour to conclude an alliance with the Greeks and 
Barbarians, in order to divide them from the Syracu- 
fans,and procure troops and provifions from them ; and 
efpecially to fend a deputation to Meflina, which was a 
kind of key to Sicily, and its harbour capacious enough 
to hold all the fleet. He declared further, that after 
feeing who were their friends and who their enemies, 
and Urcngthening themfclves by the addition ot a new 
reinforcement, thev then Ihould attack either Selinunta 
or Syracufc; in cafe the one (hould refufe to conclude 
a peace with Egefla, and the other not permit the 
Leontines. to return to their city. 

Lamachus offered a third opinion, which perhaps 

•was the moft prudent; that M'ajj, to fail diretlly ior Sy- 
racufe, before its citizens had time to recover from 

•their furprife, or prepare for their defence. He ob- 
I'erved, that the fudden arrival of an armed force always 

'fl:rikes the greatefl terror;* and that when enemies are 
allowed time to reflett and make preparations, it alfo 
revives their courage; whereas, when they are fuJ- 
denly attacked, and IHll in confufion, they are gene- 
rally overcome; that as they would be maflers of the 
t^pen country, they (hould not be in want ol* any thing ; 
hut, on the contrary, would oblige^the Sicilians to de- 
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(jlarc for them : that at laft they (hould fettle inMegara,^ 
which was quite defejrt aii^ a near neighbour to Syra-, 
cufe, and there lay up their fleet in fafety. However, 
his counfel not being followed, -h« agreed to that of 
Alcibiades: accordingly they failed for Sicily, where 
Alcibiades took Catana by furprife. 

Sect. X. Alcibiades is recalled. He Jlies^ and is 
Jcntencedto die as an Outlaw. He retires to Sparta* 
Flexibility of his Genius and Difpojition* 

*T^HIS was.the firft and laft exploit performed by. 
X Alcibiades in this expedition, he being immedi- 
ately recalled by the Athenians, in order to be tried 
upon the accufation againft him. For, from the de- 
parture of the fleet, his enemies, who had no regard to 
the welfare of their country;, and who, upon the fpe- 
cious pretence of religion, which is often made a cloak 
to cover the darkeft dcfigns,, meditated nothing but 
Taiiating their hatred and revenge; his enemies, I fay, 
taking advantage of his abfence, had proceeded in the 
affair with greater vigour than ever. All thofe, againll 
>vhora informations were lodged, were thrown into pri- 
fon, without fo much a$ being fuffered to be heard, and 
tbat too on the evidence ot frhqp moft profligate and 
abandoned citizens ; as if, fays TRucydioes, it was not 
as great a crime to punifli the innocent, as to fufler the 
guilty to efcape. One of the informers was proved to 
te perjuredby his own words ; having declared that \\k 
law aind knew, one of the accufed by moonlight; 
wliereas it appeared^ that there was no moon at that 
time. But notwithftanding this manifeft perjury, the 
populace were as furious as ever. The remembrance 
of the tyranny of the Pififtratides made them appre- 
lienfive of the like fate; and ftrongly poffefled with this 
fear they* would not give ear to any thing. 

At laft they fent out the * fhip ot Salamin, ordering 
tile captain not to carry off Alcibiades by force, for fear 

* Thucyd. I. vi. p. 446 — 450. Plut. in Alcib. p. 20a. 
* Thia wa> a facrcd vcffcl appointed to fetch criminals. 
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erf" raifing't ttuhuk iri the arriiy ; but only to or3er liitn' 
to return to Athens, to pacify the people by h'is pre- 
fencc. Al^ibiades obeyed the order, and went imme- 
diately on board his gsdlcy; but the itiilant he was ar* 
rived atThurium, and had got on fliore, he di {appeared, 
and eluded the puffuit of thofe \rho fought after him. 
Being afked whether he would not rely on h^s country, 
with regard to the judgment it might pafs on Kim : *• I 
would not," fays he, *' rely on my mother, far fear left 
fhe fhould inadvertently miftake a * black bean for a 
white one." The galley of Salamin returned back 
without the commander, who was alhained of his hav- 
ing fuffered his prey to efcape him in that manner, 
Alcibiades was lentenced to die for his contumacy. 
His whole eftate was confifcated, and all priefls and 
prieftefles were commanded to curfe him. Among the 
latter was one Theano, who alone had the con5^ge to 
oppole this decree, faying: «'tThat flie had been ap- 
pointed prieftefs, not to curfe but to blefs." Some 
time after, news being brought him that the Athenians 
had condemned him to die, •• I fhall make them fen- 
fible," fays he, *• that I am alive." 

' Nfuch about this tiAt Diagofas of Mefia was profc- 
t:itcd at Athens. Hfe had fettled hiittfelf in tlie latter 
city, where he tai^t atherfm, and was bi*Ought to i 
trial for his doftrine. < Diagoras efcaped the punift- 
meiii which would have been inflifted on him, by fly- 
ing from the city; but he cpuld not wipe off the igno- 
miny of the fentence which condemned him to death. 
The Athenians had fo great an abhorrence for the iiti- 
pious principles inculcated by him, that they even kt 
a price upon his head, and promifed a fcward of a ta- 
lent to any man whofliould bring him dead or alive. 

^ About twenty years before, a like affair had hap- 
pened to Protagoras, for having only treated the fam« 
queftion by way of problem. He had faid in the begin- 

' Jofeph. contr. App. « Diod. 1. xlii. ^. 137. * Dlog. 

Xaert. in Protag. Jolepk. eontr. App. Cic. 1. 1, de nat. d€or; n* ^« 

♦ I he judges made ufc of beans in giving their fuifragrs, and the 
|>]ick bean denoted condemnation. 
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ning of one of his books : *' Whether the god( do or do 
notexift is a queflion. which I know not whether 1 
ought to affirm or deny : for our underftandings are too 
much clouded, and. the life of man is too (hort, for tlm 
folution of fo nice and difficult a. point/' But the 
Atiienians could not bear to have a lubjeft of this iia- 
ture made a doubt; and for this reafon they ordered, 
proclamation to be made by the public crier, for all 
perfons who had any copies of this book, to bring theni 
to the ma^iftrates : after Which they were burnt as in-^ 
famous pieces, and the author was banilhed for ever 
from all the territories of the Athenians. 

Diagoras and Protagoras had been the difclples of 
Democritus, who firft invented the philofophy of 
atoms. I (hall fpeak of him in another place. 

*Frofm the departure of Alcibiades, Nicias had pof- 
fefled the whole authority : for Lamachus his colleague^ 
though a man of bravery and experience, Was however 
in no credit, beeaufe of his extrcmepoverty, for which- 
he was defpifed by the foldiers. But the Athenians' 
were not always in this way o£ thinking; for we haa/e 
leen that Ariftides, poor as he waas, was no lefs efteemed* 
and refpe^led on that ascouat: but in this tail expedi- 
tion, the people in general, had imbibed a paffian for 
luxury and magnificence; the natural coafequence of 
which is a love of richer. As Nicias, therefore, go. 
verned all afiairs folely.atl his actions wen of the fame 
call with his dt^ofitioa, that it, of a Qo>a^ and fearful 
kind: he fuffered every thing to languiih, fometimes 
either by lying flill and undertaking nothing, fomc^ 
times by only iailing along the coaft, or lofing time in 
confultingand deliberating ; all which foon fuppreifed» 
on one fide, the ardour and confidence the troops ex- 
prefled at firft; and, on the other, the fear and terror 
with which the enemy had been feized, at tlie fight of 
to terrible an armament. He befieged Hybla; and 
though it was but a fmall city, he was however obliged 
to raife the fiege fome days afteiTk^ which bf ought him 
inio the higheft contempt. He retired at laft to^ 

^ Thucyd. pw 45tf 4^a- ^^•- ^^ ^^^ P* £33* 
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Catana, after having performed but one exploit, f>zz, 
the ruining of Hyccara, a fmall town inhabited by Bar- 
barians, from which place, it is faid, that Lars the cour- 
tefan, at that time very young, was fold with the reil 
of the captives, and carried to Peloponncfus. 

^ In the mean time Alcibiades, having left Thu- 
riimi, was arrived at Argos; and as he quite defpai^etl* 
of ever being recalled home, he fent a meffenger to the 
Spartans, defiring leave to refide among them, under- 
their guard and proteflion. H^ promifedin the moft 
fuleoin manner, thatif they would eonfider. him as 
their friend, he.would perform greater fervices for their- 
ilate than he before had done injuries to it. I'lie Spar- 
tans received him with open arms; and foon after his- 
arrival in their city, he. gained the love and efteem of- 
all its inhabitants. He charmed, and even enchanted 
them, by his conforming himfelf fo eafily to their way 
of living. . Such people as faw Alcibiades fhave him- 
lelf to.the^fkin, bathe in.cold Avater, eat of the coarfe, 
heavy cakes which were their ufual food, and be fo well 
fatisfied with their black broth; could not perfuade- 
themielves, that a man, who fubmitted fo cheerfullv to- 
this kind of life, had ever kept cooks '\ry his palace; had 
'iife^i efleuces and perfumes; had worn the rich ftufFs'- 
of Miletus; in a worxl, that he had hitherto lived in 
the midft.of Yoluptuoufnefs and profufion of all things. 
But flexibility was the charafleriftic that chieflv diftin. 
guifhcd Alcibiades. Cameleon-like, he could alfume 
irfl Ihapesand colours, to win the favour of thofe among - 
whom he refided. He immediately affumed their man- 
i^ers and adapted himfelf to their tafte, as if they had' 
becii natural in him; and though he rnwardly had an* 
av.erfion to them, he could: however cover his difouft' 
with art eafy, fimple, and "u neon 11 rained air. With* 
fom.e he had all the graces arid vjivacityof the gayeft 
youth, and with ^others all the gr-avity of old age. In 
Sparta, he was laborious, frugal, and auftere; in Ionia,- 
enjoyment, idlenefs, and pleafure made up his whole ^ 
life : in Thrace, he was' always on horfeback or carouf*. 

^ Piut* in Alcib. p. 230, 1 
. » ing ; 
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ing; and when he refided with TilTaphahes tlie 

he exceeded all the magnificence of the Pt-rli 

lux my and profufiou. 

But he was not barely fatisfied with gain I r 
efteem oi the Lacedaemonians. He infinuated hi 

fo far into the affe^ttion of Timea, the wife ot kini: 
that he had a fon by her, who, in public, went I 
name of Leotychides ; though his mother, in ])r 
and among her women and female friends, dii 
blufli to call him Alcibiades; fo violent was he 
lion for that Athenian. Agis was informed of th 
trigue, and therefore refufed to own Lcotychid< 
his fon ; for which reafon he was afterwards cxc 
the throne. 

Sect. XL Defcription ofSyracvfe, 

AS the fiege of Syracufe is one of the moft con 
able in the Grecian hiftory; the particular ci] 
fiances of which I thought proper to relate, for th 
fon, in order to give my readers, an idea of the m 
of befieging by the ancients ; I judged it neceflar 
fore I enter into that detaiU to give the reader a d( 
tion and plan of the city of Syraeufe; in which 1 
alfo find the different fortifications, both of the 
nians and Syracufans, mentioned in this fiege'. 
* Syracufe flood on the eaftern coaft of Sicil^ 
vaft extent, its advantageous fituation, the conve 
of its double harbour, its fortifications built w 
utmofl care aixd. labour,- ai^d the ttiultitude'and 
of its inhabitants, ma4e it one pf the greateft, tl 
beautiful, and moft powerful azQOOg the Gjre<;iai 
* We are told, its air was fo pure and ferene, th 
was no day in the year, how cloudy foeverit m 
in which the fun did not difj^lay its bcams^ ^ *i 

* Cic. Verr. 6. n. 117— 119. 

• Urhem Syracujus elcgerat, cujus hicftui etque hac natura elfc Inc. 
citur, ut nuitus' un^uam dies tarn magiia turhultntaque tempejlate 
olifM tern fore J^lcm ejus 4iei homincJ vide rent. C i c • Vcrr.. 7, n . 
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» It was birilt by Archias the Corinthian, a year 
after Naxos and Megara had been founded on the iamc 
coaft. 

When the Athenians befieged this city, it was divid- 
ed into three parts, viz. the I Hand, Acradina, and 
Tyche. Thucydides mentions only thefe three divi- 
fions. Two more, viz. Neapohs and Epipolac, were af- 
terwards added. 

The ISLAND, fituated to the fouth, was called 
NiKT©'', (Nafos) fignifying, in Greek, an ifland, but pro- 
fioimced according to the Doric diale£l ; and Ortygia. 
It was joined to the continent by a bridge, •* It was 
in this ifland that the Syracufans afterwards built the 
citadel, and the palace for their kings. This quarter or 
divifion of the city was of very great importance, be- 
caufefit might render thofe wlioppffefled it, mafter oi" 
the tnvo ports which furround it. It was for this rea- 
ibn the Romans, when they took Syracufe, would not 
fuffer any Syracufans to inhabit the ifland. 

** There was in this ifland a very famous fpring, 
called Arethufa. The ancients, or rather the poets, 
from reafons which have not the lead ihadow of pro^^ 
' bability, fuppofed that Alpheus, a river of Elis in Pe- 
ioponnefus, rolled its waters either through or under 
the waves of the fea, without ever mixing with tliem, 
as far as the fpring or lEbuntain of Arethufa. It was 
this fidion gave occafion to the following lines ot 
Virgil ; 

ExtrimUffi kufUj Akkiuja , mhi concede labor :m 
Sic Hiit Q%Lm fiuQus fumterUibfft Sicanos^ 
Doris ^narujikan^ no^ inUPmi/ceat umiam. 

ViRG. £clog. to< 

Thy lacfed;fu^cou^ Afefkufa, bHn^, 
To crown my labour: 'ti« the laft I fing, 


*A. M. 3995. Ant. J. C. 709. Strabo, 1. va. p. S69. 

• Cic. Vei f . i» n. 9^. 
^rab. 1. «i. f . ft7^. Stek. Kat Qta^. k ill ». k6b ' ' 
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So may thy iilver ftreams beneatk tht tide, 
Uamix'd with briny feas fecurely glide. 

Drydbk* 

AcHRADiNA, fituated entirely on the fca-fidc, to^ 
wards the eall, was the moil fpacious, themoft beatiti^ 
{ul, and beft fortified quarter of the city. 

Tyche, fo called from the temple of Fortune^ 
(Tvx;i) which embelliihed that part of the city, extend- 
ed aion^ Achradina weft ward from the nortli towards 
the fouth, and was very well inhabited. It had a fa- 
mous gate called Hexaoylum, which led into the 
country, and was fituated to the north of the city. 
• EpiPOLiE was a hill without the city, which it com- 
manded. It was fituated between Hexapylum and the 
point of Euryelus, towards the north and weft. It -was 
exceedingly fteep in feveral places, and, for thai rca« 
£»n, of very dimcult accefs. At the time of the fiege 
in quefiion, it was not furrounded with walls j and the 
Syracufans defended, Jt with a body of troops, againft 
the attacks at the eneniy. Euryelus was the pafs or 
entrance which led to Epipolae. On the fame hill of 
^fiipolae was a fort called Labdalon, or Labdalum. 

h was not till long after (under Dionyfius the ty^ 
nnt)that Epipolae was furrounded with wallfi, and in^ 
clofed within the city, of which it formed a fifth part, 
kilt was thinly inhabited. A fourth divifion had oeen 
abided before, called MxAPOLls, that is, the new city 
whichcovered Tyche. 

'The river Aiiapis ran at almoft half a league dif^ 
tance from the city. The fpace between them was a 
Jarge and beautiful plain, terminated by two fens of 
^oors, the one called Syraco, whence the city wafT 
filmed, and tte other Lyumeli<a. This river emptied* 
iffell into the great harbour. Near its raoutl>., iwth- 
^'ard, was a kind of cattle, called Olympia, from the 
temple of. Jupiter Qlymf^us ftanding there, and in 
^^liich were great riches. It. was five hundred' pacfes* 
from the city, . Z. ;. 

f Piut. in Dionyf, vit. 9. 57^. 

Syracufe 
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Syracufe had two harbours^ very near one another* 
and feparated only by the ifle, viz. the great harbour* 
and the fraall one, called othervvife Laccus. Accord- 
ing to the *defcription which the Roman orator gives 
ot them, both were furrounded with buildings as parts 
of the city. 

The greateft harbour was a little above tfive thou-, 
fand paces, or two leagues, in circumference It had a 
gulph called Dafcon. Theentrance of this port was but 
five hundred paces wide. It was. formed, on one fide^ 
by the poirtt of the ifland Ortygia; and, on the other, 
by the little illahd and cape of Plemmyrium, which 
was commanded by a fort or caftle of the fame name. 

Above Achradina was a third port, called the har- 
bour of Trogilus. 

Sect. XII, Ntcias, qfierJoTJu Engagements, bejieges 
Syracuje. Lamachus is. killed in a Battle, The City 
is reduced to the greatejl Extremities, 

EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE WAR. 

' A T the end of the fununer news was brought Ni- 
xX cias that the Syracufans, having refumed cou^. 
rage, intended to march againft him. Already their ca- 
valry advanced with an air of infolence to attack liim 
even in his camp; and afked, with a loud laugh, whe- 
ther he was come into Sicily to fettlein Catana. Thefe 
fevere reproaches roufe^d him a little, fo that he refolv- 
ed to fail for Syracufe. The enterprife was bold and 
dangerous. Nicias could not, without running the ut- 
moll hazard, attempt to land in prefence of an enemy, 
who waited for him with ,the greateft refolution; and 
would not fail to charge him the inftant he fhould offer 
to make a defcent. Nor was it fafer for him to march 

• « Thucyd. 1. vi. p. ^53 — 461. Plut. in Nic. p. 533, 534. Diod. 
1. cxxxvii, cxxxviii. 

♦ Fortus habetpropt in adtficationc aJpeBuquc urHsindufcs, Cic. Vcrr. 
6. n. 117. 

f Accordiog to Strabo, ie is eighty (ladia in circumference, Nvhich 
is twice its real extent;. a plain proof that this palTagc of Strabois 
corrupt. CiuvjiR. p. 167. * 
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his troops by land, becaufe, as he had no cavalry, that 
oi the Syracufans, which was very numerous, upoii 
the firft advice they fliould have of their march, would 
come to blows, and overpower him by the fuperiority 
oi forces. 

To extricate himfelf from this perplexity, and enable 
himfeli to feize, without oppofition, upon an advanta* 
geous poll, which a Syracufan exile had difcovercd to 
hira, Nicias had recourfe to ftratagem. He caufed a 
lalfe piece of news to be given to the enemy, viz. that 
by means of a confpiracy, which was to take effeft on 
a certain day, they might feize on his camp, and poflefs 
themfelves of all the arms and baggage. The Syracu- 
fans, on this promife, marched towards Catana, and 
pitched their camp near Leontium. The moment the 
Athenians had advice of this, they embarked with all 
their troops and ammunition, and, m the evening, fleer- 
ed for Syracufe. They arrived, by day break, in the 
great harbour, landed near01ympia,inthe place which 
had been pointed out to them, and there fortified them- 
felves. The enemy, finding themfelves (hamefully over- 
reached, returned immediately to Syracufe: and, in the 
greateft rage, drew up in battle array, fome days after, 
Wore the walls of the city. Nicias marched out of the 
trenches, and a battle was fought. Viftory was a long 
time doubtful, but a very heavy fhower of rain, accom- 
panied with thunder and lightning, coming unexpeft- 
^dly,the Syracufans, who were unexperienced, and the 
greateft part of them having never carried arms before^ 
^ere frightened at the tempeft, whilfl their enemies 
laughed at it, as the mere efteft of the feafon ; and re- 
garded nothing but the enemy, who were much more 
to be dreaded than the ftorm. The Syracufans, after 
leaking a long and vigorous refiilance, were forced to 
give way. The Athenians could not purfue them far, 
becaufe their horfe, which was flill in a body, and had 
not been defeated, covered their retreat. The Syra^ 
cufans retreated in good order into the city, after hav- 
ing thrown a body of troops into the temple of Olym- 
pia, to prevent its being plundered. 

XJiis 
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' This temple ftood pretty near the camp of the Ath6« 
nians, who were very deUrous of taking it, becauie it 
founded with gold and filver offerings, which the piety 
of kings and nations had confecrated. Nicias having 
delayed fending troops to feize it, loft the opportunity^ 
and gave the Syracufans time to throw into it, as was be- 
fore obferv^d^ a detachment to defend it. It was thought 
he did this on purpofe, and out of reverence to the 
gods ; becaufe^ had the foldiers plundered this tei^ple^ 
the public would not have reaped any benefit by k« and 
himielf only had been accufed of the facrilege. 

After the battle, the Athenians, who were not yet in 
a condition to attack Syracufe, retired with their Beet to 
Naxos and Calana to winter there, with deGgn to return 
in the beginning of the next fpring, and lay fiege to the 
city. To do this they wanted money, provifions, and 
particularly horfe, ot which they were abfolutely deili- 
tute. The Athenians depended upon pbtainiog part of 
thefe fuccours from the people of Sicily, whom they 
fuppofed would join them the inftant they fliould hear 
of their viftory ; and at the fame time they Tent an ex- 
prefs to Athens, to folicic the like ^id. They alfo ad-^ 
drefled the Carthaginians for their alliance; and feni 
deputies to fome cities of haly, fituated on the coaft of 
the Tufcan fea, which had promifed to aflift thetn. 
. Tlie Syracufans were far trom defponding. Hermo* 
jcrates, who, of all their leaders, was moft diilingviihcd 
for his valour, his judgment, and experience, rep re • 
{iented to them, in order to raife tlieir hopes,, that they 
had not. been wantii^ in courage but in condu^^ ; that 
the enemies, though very brave, ©wed their viftory to 
their good fortune rather tlian to theit merit; that the 
having a multitude of leaders, (they were fifteen in 
number) from which confufion and dtfobedience are 
inCeparable, had done them prejudice; that it would be 
^folutely neceiTary for iben^ to choofe experienced 
generals, to )ceep the reft i^n iheir ({uty i and exercife 
their forces continu^ly during the winter Coafon. T\h5 
advice being followed, Herniocratfes ami two more were 
ele£led generals ; s^j&er whichthey fent deputies to Co^ 
* ' ■ riiuK 
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Irtnth and Lacedsfemon, 10 rcncMr the allitftce, and» at 
the fame time, to engage: (bcm to makcf a diver fion, iH 
order to oblige, if poirible« the Atl^nians to recal theiy 
ttoof 9 dut ofSicily, or, at leatt, io prevent their fend- 
ing a reinforcement thither* The fortifying of Syra« 
cufe was tlte. chief obje(:\ of their care. Accordingly 
they took into the city, by awall, allthetra^lof land to* 
wards Epipolae, from the northern extremity of Tyche» 
defcendiBg weilward tovt^ards the quarter or divifion of 
the city called afterwards Neapolis< ia order to remove 
the enemy to a greater difiance, and to give them more 
trouble in making their coniravaUation, by obliging 
them to give a larger extent to it. This part, in all 
probability, had been negle6ted, becaufe it feemed to 
be fufficiently defended by its rugged and ileep fitua^ 
tion. They alfo garrlfoned Megara and Olympia, and 
drove ftakes intp all thofe parts of the fea inore where 
the enemy might eafily make a defcent. Hearing af^ 
terw'ards that the Athenians were at Naxos, they went 
and burnt the camp of Catana, and retired, alter laying 
wafte the country adjacent to it. 

'The ambafl'adors of Syraeufe, being arrived among 

the Corinthians, afked fuccour of them, as having been 

their founders^ which was immediately granted ; and* 

at the fame time, they fent an embaify to the Laceda^^ 

monians, to invite them to declare in their favour. AU 

cibiades enforced their demand with all his credit and 

eloquence, which his rcfentment againll Athens inflam* 

cd prodigiouily. Me ad vifed and ex hotted the Lacedse** 

monians to appoint Gylippus their general, and fend 

him into Sicily; and, at tlie fame time, to invade the 

Athenians,. ii> order to make a powerful diverfion, la 

the third plact, he counfelled them to fortify Decelia^ 

in Atitiea, Which <|int€ completed the ruin.- of the city of 

AdKas, ^t not bcioi^ able ever to recover that blow : 

fer, by this fort, the Lacedaemonians made themlelves 

mrilers o£ the country, by which the Athenians wete 

Aeprkvdd g£ tiicir fslver mines of Laurium, and of the 

'Tbittcyd. 1. vi. f.^»— J|^»" Wtit. in- Alcib. p. «03. In Nic. 
|»'5a4, S35. Di«d» !• »"»• P- *3^» 
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revenues of their lands : nor could they be fuccoiired 
by their neighbours, Decelia becoming the afylutn of 
all the malecontents apd partizans of Sparta. 

Nicias had received fome fuccours from Athens. It 
eonfifted of two hundred and fifty horfemen, whom the 
Athenians fuppofed would be furnifhed with horfes in 
Sicily (the troops bringing only the furniture) and of 
thirty horfe archers, with three hundred talents^ that 
is, three hundred thouf^nd French crowns*.- Nicias 
now began to prepare for aftion. He was accufed of 
often letting flip opportunities, by his lofing time in 
deliberating, arguing, and concerting meafures: how- 
ever, when once he ent^ered upon aftion, he was as 
bold and vigorous in executing, as he before had been 
flow aiid timorous in undertaking, as he fliowed on the 
prefent occafion. 

The Syracufans hearing that the Athenians had a re- 
inforcement of cavalry, and would foon march and lay 
fiege to their city; and knowing they could not poffi- 
bly approach it, or make a contravallation, unlefs they 
Ihould poflefs themfelves of the hill of Epipolae, whicn 
commanded -Syracufe, they refolved to guard the 
avenue to it, which was the only pafs by which the 
enemy could get up to it, every other part being rug- 
ged and inacceOible. Marching therefore down into 
the meadow, or plain, borderedby the river Anapis, 
and reviewing their troops there, they appointed fcven 
hundred foot, under the command ol Diomilus, to 
guard that important poll ; and commanded them to 
repair to it, at the firft fignal whith fliould be given 
for that purpofe. But Nicias condu^ledhis defign with 
£o much prudenCCi expedition, and fecrecy, that they 
had not time to do this. He failed from Catana with 
all his fleet, without the enemy's ♦bavitig the leaft fuf- 
picion of his defign. Being arrived at the port of Tro- 
gilus near Leontium, which is but a quarter of a leagu^ 
(fix or feven furlongs) from Epipolae, he put his land 
torces onr flaore, after which he retired with bis flpai 
. . • About 67, oooli JieilJj^. . ^..- « 
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to Thapfus; a fmall peninfulaof Syracufe, the entrance* 
to which he ihut up with a ftaccado. 

The land forces marched with the utmoft expedition-, 
to feize on Epipolae, by the pafs of Euryelus, before 
the enemy, who were in the plains of Anapis at above 
a league's diftancc, had the leaft notice of their arrival. 
At the firft news of this, the feven hundred foldiers^, 
under the command of Diomilus, advanced forward in 
confufion, but werecafily defeated ; and three hundred* 
of thenii with their leader, left dead in the field'. The. 
Athenians, after fetting up a trophy, built a fort in- 
Labdalon, on the fummit of Epipola? ; in order to fe-* 
cure their baggage and mofl valuable effe^ls in it, 
whenever they Ihdtrt'dTie forced to fight, or work at 
the contravallation. 

Soon after, the inhabitants of Egefta fent the Athe- 
nians three hundred horfc, to which fome of their Si-* 
Gilian allies added a hundred more, that with the two 
hundred and fifty fent before, by the Athenians, and 
who had furnifhed themfelves with horfes in Sicily/ 
made a body of fix hundred and fifty horfe. 

The-plan laid down by Nicias, in order for taking^ 
Syracufe, was, to furround all tlie city on the land, (ijtie* 
vrltb a ftrong contrav^allation, in order to cut off all 
communication with the place from without, in hopes^ 
ao doubt, that his fleet would afterwards enable him to' 
prevent the Syracufans from receiving any fuccoursf 
or provifions by fea. 

Havfcig left a garrifon in Labdalon, he came down- 
fromthe hill, advanced towards the northern extremi-' 
ty of Tyche, and halting there, he employed the wiiol^ 
army in throwing up a line of contravallation, to fimt 
up their city northward from Tyche as far asTrogilus^ 
fituate on the fea fide. This woi*k was carried on with 
fuch a rapidity, as terrified the Syracufans. The/- 
thought it abfolutely neceffary to prevent the carrying 
on ot this work, and accordingly made fome fallies and 
attacks, but always with difadvantage, and even theif 
cavalry was routed. The day after the aft ion, the con J 

travallatiQift. 
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travallation (northward) was continued by pait of the 
army, during which the reft carried Hones and other 
materials towards Trogilus, in order to fioiSi it. 

The beficged, by the advice oi HermocratQS» thought 
it advifable not to venture a fecond battle with the Athe- 
nians; and only endeavoured to put a flop to their 
■works, at leaft to render them ufeiefs, by running a 
line to cut that carried on by the Athenians* Xhey 
imagined, that in cafe they (hould be fufFered to com- 
plete their wall, it would be itnpoffible for the Athe- 
nians to make any farther progrefs in tjftir work : ot 
that, (hould they endeavour to preven^, it would fuf- 
fice for the Syracufans to oppofe Urem with a part o£ 
their forces, after having fhut upiuch avenues as were 
moft acceffible with ftrong palifad^s ; and that the Athe- 
iiians» on the contrary, would be obliged to fend tor 
all tb^ir forces^ and entirely abandon their works. 

Accordingly they came out of their city, and work- 
ing with inexprembte ardour, they began to raife a 
wall ; and in order to carry it on witn iels moleftatioiit 
tWy covered it with ftrong palifades, and flaixked it 

?ith wooden towers, at proper diftances^ to defend it. 
he Athenians fuffered the Syracufans to carrvdji tfaeif 
Works undiflurbed, becaufei had they mai^n^d only^ 
pan of their trooM againft them, they would ha^^ been: 
too Weak ; and it they had brought them aU» they dica 
9iuft have been obliged to diicontinue their works, 
which they were refoTvcd not to do. The work be- 
ing completed, the Syra^Sufans left a body of troops 
to <lefend the palifade and guard the wall^ and theu re- 
turned into the city. 

In the mean time the Athenians cut off the canals by 
iufhich water was conveyed into the city ; and obfcrv- 
ing the Syracufan foldiers, who had been left to guard 
the wall, very negligent in their duty; fome return-* 
ing at noon either into the city or their tents, and the 
rcll not keeping a proper guard ; they detached three 
hundred chofen foldiers, and fome light infantry, to at- 
tack this port ; d^^'^ing whick the reft of the army 
IWHTch^d towards the city, to prevent any fuccours from 

coming 
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Cdming out of k'. Accordingly, the three hundred* 
ibidiers having forced the palifade, purfued thofe who* 
guarded it as iaf as that part of the city wall which co- 
vered Tcmenbs, were pouring in indilcriminately with 
them, they were repulfed by the inhabitants with lofs* 
The whole army aherwards demolifted the wall, and 
pulled up the p'alifades of the intrenchment, and car- 
ricd them off. 

After this fuccefs, whereby the Athenians were maf* 
tcrs of the northern parts, they began the very next day, 
a ftill more important work, and which would quite 
Snifli their inclofure of the city, viz. to carry a wall 
from the hills of Epipolae, weftward, through the plain 
and the fens as far as the great harbour, i o prevent 
this, the befieged beginning the fame kind of work a« 
they had carried on on the other fide, ran a trench, 
lined with palifades, from the city through the fens, to 
prevent the Athenians from carrying their contravalla- 
tions as far as the fea. But the latter, after finifhing the 
firft part of the wall on the hills of Epipolae, refolved* 
to attack this new work. For this purpofc, they order- 
ed their fleet to fail from Thapfus to the great harbouf 
of Syracufc, it hsfving continued in thskt road hitherto ; 
a»d the befieged had always the fcst o^n to tHem, by 
^ich the befiege/s were obli^d t6 get their provifioftl 
from Thapfus by land. The Athenians came dowrt 
therefore from Epipolae intothe plain before day -break j 
when throwing planks and beams into that part where 
the fen was only flimy, and more firm than in othef 
places, they immediately carried the greateft part of the 
foffe lined with palifades, and then the reft, after hav- 
ing beaten the Syracufans, who gave way and retired; 
fuch as were on the right towards the city, and the reft 
towards the river. Three hundred chofen Athenians 
having attempted to cut off the paffage of the latter, 
flew" towards the bridge; but the enemy's cavalry, the 
greateft part of which were drawn up in battle, repulf- 
ed them ; and'aftcrwards charged the right wing of the 
Athenians, and put the firft battalions into difordef. 
Lamsichus perceiving this from the left wing, where he 

commanded 
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corrimanded, ran thither with the Argiyes . and foHie- 
archers ; buthavingpafleda trench, and being abandon-*, 
ed by his foldiers, he .was killed with fix or fix who ioU. 
lowed him* The enemy, immediately paffed the river, 
and feeing the reft of the army come up, they retired, 
. At the fame time their right wing, which had return- 
ed towards the city,refumed courage from this fuccefs, 
and drew up in order of battle belore the Athenians ; 
^fter haviiig detached fom.e troops to attack the fort on 
the hills of Epipolae, which ferved as a magazine to the* 
ewemy, and was thought to be unguarded. They forc- 
ed an intrenchment that covered the fort, but Nicias 
faved it. He was fick in this fort, and at that time in 
his bed, with only his domcftics about him. Animated 
by the danger and the prefence of the enemy, he ilrug^- 
gies with his indifpofition, riles up, and commands his 
iervants to fet fire immediately to all the timber, lying 
between the intreiichment and the fort for the mil i'tary 
engines, and to the engines themfelves. This unex- 
pei:lcd cpiiflagratioq flopped the Syracu fans, faved Ni- 
Qias, the fort, and all the rich effeds of the AthemanSt 
who made hafte to the relief of that general. At the 
fame time, the fleet was fcen failing into the great bar- 
l?our, according tp the orders. given for that purpofe. 
The Syracufans, having pei:eeived tjiis from the hill, 
and fearing they fhould be attacked from, behind, and 
overpower^^d by the land forces, they retired, and , re- 
tgurned to the city with all their forces; now no longer 
cxpe£ling, after having lofl their foffe lined with paii- 
fades, that it would be poinble for them to prevent the 
enemy from carrying on their contravallation as far as 
the.fea, 

4 .In. the n^ean time the Athenians, wlio had contented 
themfelves with building a fingle wall on the hills of 
Epipolx, and through fuch places as were craggy and 
of difficult accefs, being conie down into the plain, 
began to build, at the foot of the hilb, a double wall* 
intending to carry it as far as the fea, viz. a wall 0/ 
qgntravallation againft the befieged, and another of 
i^ircu^ayallation againfi tiiofe Syracufan troops whicl^ 
. ' were 
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\vere out of the city, and fuch allie* as might come to 
its aid. 

From thenceforth Nicias, who was now fole gene- 
ral, conceived great hopes; for fcveral cities of Sicily, 
which hitherto had not declared for either fide, came 
and joined him ; and there arrived from all quarters, 
veifels laden with provifions for the army, all parties 
being eager to go over to him, becaufe he had acquir- 
ed the fuperiority, and been exceedingly fuccefsful in 
all his undertakings. The Syracufans, feeing them- 
felves blocked up both by fca and land, and lofmg all 
hopes of being able to defend their city any longer^ 
already propofed^n accommodation. Gylippus, wIk> 
was coming from Lacedaemon to their ailillance, hav- 
ing heard 'in his paQage, the extremity to which they 
were reduced, and looking upon the whole illand as 
loft, failed forward, neverthelefs ; not in the view of 
defending Sicily, but only to prefarve to the nations 
of Italy, fuch cities as were fubje6t to them in that 
ifland, if it were not too late, and if this could be done. 
Fur fame had declared in all places, that the Athenians 
had already polf'eired thcmfelvcs of the whole ifland ; 
and were lieaded by a general whofc wifdom and good 
fortune rendered him invincible. Nicias hirafelf, no>s^ 
(contrary to his natural difpofition) confiding in his 
own ftrength, and elate from his fuccefs ; perfuadcd 
alfo by the fecret advices which were brought him 
daily from Syracufe, and the nicffengers who were feat 
to him, that the city would immediately capitulate ; .did 
not regard GyHppus's approach, and in confequencc 
took no precautions to prevent his landing, cfpecially 
when he hei»rd that he brought but very few velFcls ; 
terming him a trifling pirate, not worthy, in any man- 
ner, his .notice. Biit a general ought to be extremely 
careful not to abate his cares and vigilance, upon ac- 
count of fuccefs, becaufe the leaft negligence may ruin 
ever)^ things Had Nicias fent the fmalleft detachment 
tpoppofe Gylippus's landing, he would have taken 
Syracufe, and the whole aftair had becu ended. 

Sect, 
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Sfct. XIII. The Syracufans refolvc to capitulate^ 
but Gylippus^s Arrival changes tht Face ^J Affairs. 
Nicias is forced by his Colleagues to engage in a Sea* 
ight^ and is overcome. His Land torces are aljo 
iejeated, 
t 

NINETEXNTH YEAR OT THE WAR. 

• T^HE fortifications of the Athenians >vere now al- 
t jL moil completed ; and they bad drawn a double 
^ali, near half a league in length, along the plain and 
,the fens towards the great port, and liad almait reached 
it. There now remained, on the fide towards Trogi- 
lus, only a fmall part of the wall to be iinifhed. The 
Syracuians were therefore on the brink o^ ruin, and 
had no hopes left, as they weie no longer .able to de- 
fend therafelves, and did not expeft any fuccours. 
For this rcafon tli*y refolved to furrendcr. Accord- 
ingly a council was held to fettle articles of capitaia- 
• tion, in order to prefent them to Nicias; and feveral 
were of opinion, that it would be proper to capitulate 
foon, before the city (hould be entirely invefl«d. 

It was at that very inftant, and in. the moil critical 
junfciurc, that an offacer, Gongyles, by name, arrived 
from Corinth, on board a (hip with three benched of 
. oars. At his arrival all the citizens flocked round him. 
He informed them, that Gylippus would be with them 
immediately, and was followed by a great many other 
galleys, which came to their aid. The Syracufans 
aftonifhed, or rather flupified, as it were, with this pews, 
could fcarce believe what they heard, Whilft they 
.were thus flu6luating and in doubt, a co,urier arrived 
-from Gylippus, to inform them of his approach, and 
order them to march out all their troops to meet luni. ' 
He himfelf, after having taken a * fort in his way» 
marched in battle array dire£lly for Epipolae; and af- | 
cending by Euryelus, as the Athenians had done, hiS 

• A. M. 5591. Ant. J. C. 413. Thticyd. 1, vix, p, 485—489. Pl*** 
in Nic. p. 535 > S36.- Diod. 1. %\\u p. 138, 139* 
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prepared to attack them from without, whilft the Sv- 
racufans fhould charge them, on their fide, with the 
forces of Syracufe and his. The Athenians, cxcceding- 
jyfurprifed by his arrival, drew up haftily,"ttnd with- 
out order under the walls. With regard to himfeU, 
laying down his arms when he approached, he fent 
word by a herald, that he would allow the Athenians 
five days to leave Sicily. Nicias did not condefcend 
to make the leaft anfwer to this propofal ; and fome of 
his foldiers burfting out alaughinij, afked the herald, 
*' Whether the prefence of a Lacedzemonian privateer, 
and a trifling wand, could make any change in th^ 
prefent ftate of the city ?" Both fides theretoxe pre- 
pared for battle. 

GyHppus ftormed the fort of Labdalon, and cut to 
pieces all who were found in it. The fame day an Athe- 
nian galley was taken, as it failed into the harbour. 
The befieged afterwards drew a wall from the city, to- 
wards Epipolo;, in order to cut (about the extremity of 
it) the fingle wall of the Athenians ; and to deprive 
them of all communication with the troops, polled in 
the intrenchments which furrounded the city on the 
iwirth fide towards Tyche and Trogilus. The Atheni- 
ans alter having finilhed the wall, which extended ats 
^dras the fea towards the great harbour, were returned 
to the hills. Gylippus perceiving, in the fingle wall 
which the Athenians had built on the hills of Epipolir, 
i part that was weaker and lower than the reft, niarched 
in the night with his troops; but being difcovered by 
the Athenians, who were encamped without, he was 
forced to retire, upon feeing them advance direttly 
towards him. They raifed the wall higher, and them- 
fclves undertook the guard of it ; after having fixed 
their allies in the feveral pofts of the rqinaiuder of the 
intrenchments. 

Nicias, on the other fide, thought proper to fortify the 
Cape of Plemmyrium, which, by its running into the fea, 
ftpaitened the mouth of the great harbour ; and his defigft 
thereby was, to procure provifions, and all othqr things 
he might want, the more eafily ; becaufe the Athenians, 

by 
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by poflefTing themfelves of that port, drew ncarthe little 
. portjwherein lay the chie'f naval forces of the Syracu- 
ians, and were the better able to oblerve the various 
motions of it; and that befides, by having the fea open, 
they would not be forced to have all their provifions 
from the bottom of the great harbour; as they muil 
have been, fhould the enemy, by feizing on the mouth 
of it, oblige them to keep clofe in the harbour, in the 
manner they then did. For Nicias, from the arrival of 
Gy lip pus, had no hopes left hut from the fide next the 
fea. Sending therefore his fleet, and part of his troops 
thither, he built three forts, by which the fliips were 
enabled to lie at anchor ; he alfo fecured there a great 
part of the baggage and ammunition. It was then that 
the troops on board tijc fleet fufFered very muchr for, 
as they were obliged to go a great way to fetch wood 
and water, they were furrounded by the enemy's horfe, 
the third part of which were polled at Olympia^ to pre- 
vent the garrifon of Plemmyrium from fatlying, and 
were maflers of the field. Advice being brought to 
Nicias, that the Corinthian fleet was advancing, he fent 
twenty galleys againft it; ordered them to obferve the 
enemy towards Locris, Regium, and the rcfl of the 
avenues, ot Sicily. 

In the mean time Gylippus, employing thofe very 
flones which the Athenians had got together; for their 
ufe, went on with the wall which the Syracufans had 
begun to carry through Epipolzc ; and drew up daily 
in battle array before it, as did the Athenians. When 
he faw it was a proper time for engaging, he began the 
battle in the fpot lying between the two walls. The nai- 
rownefft of it having rendered his cavalry and archers 
ufelefs, he came oft' with lofs, and the Atlienians fet up 
a trophy. Gylippus, to reanimate his foldiers by doing 
them juftice, had the courage to reproach himfelf for 
the ill fuccefs they had met with ; and to declare pub- 
licly, that he, not they, had occafioned the late defeat; 
*l|Keaufe fcpe had made them fight in too narrow a fpot of 
ground. However, he promifed foon to give them an 
opportunity of recovering both their honour and his ; 

and 
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>nd accordingly, the very next day, he led them againft 
the enemy, after having exhorted them, in the ftrongell 
terms, to behave in a manner worthy of their ancient 
glory. Nicias perceiving, that though he fliould not 
defire to come to a battle, it would however be abfc- 
lutely necefTary for him to prevent the enemy from ex- 
tending their line beyond the contravallation, to which 
they were already very near; (becaufe othcrwifc this 
would be granting them a certain viStoxy) he therefore 
marched againft the Syracufans. Gylippus brought up 
his troops beyond that place, where the walls terminate 
ed on both fides, in order that he might leave the more 
loom to extend his battle ; when charging the enemy's 
Jett wing with liis horfe, he put it to flight, and fooii 
after deteated the right. We have here an inftance of 
what the experience and abilities of a great captain arc 
capable of producing; for Gylippus, with thefame men, 
the fame arms, the Tame horfes, and the fame ground, 
by only changing his order of battle, defeated the Athe- 
nians, and beat them quite to their camp. The follow- 
ing night, the vifclors carried on their wall beyond the 
contravallation of the Athenians, and thereby deprived 
them of all hopes of being ever able to furround them. 
* Alter this fuccefs, the Syracufans, to whofe aid the 
Corinthian fleet was arrived, unperceived by that of the 
Athenians, refumed courage, armed feveral galleys, and 
marching into the plains, with their cavalry and other 
forces, took a great number of prifoners. They fent de- 
puties to Lacedaemonia and Corinth, to defire a rein- 
lorcenjent ; Gylippus went in perfoii to all the cities of 
Sicily to folicit them to join him; and brought over 
the greateft part of thern, who accordingly lent him 
powerful fuccours. Nicias, finding his troops leffen, 
and-thofe of the enemy increafe daily, began to be dif- 
couraged; and not only fent expreffes to the Athenian??, 
to acquaint them with the fituation of affairs, but like- 
wife wrote to them in the ftrongeft terms. I repeat his 

* Thucyd. 1. vii. pi 490— 494* Plut. in Nic^ p. ^JS. Diod. U 
xiii. p. 139. 
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^hole letter, both as it gives a clear and cxa& account 
of the ftate of things at that time in Syracufe, and may 
ferve as a model for fuch kind of relations. 

** Athenians : I have already informed you by feve* 
ral exprefles, of what pafied here: but it is neceflary 
you (hould know the prefent (ituation of affairs, that 
you may refolve accordingly. After we had been 
vi£lorious in (everal engagements, and almoft complet- 
ed our contravallation, Gylippus arrived in Syracufe 
with a body of Lacedaemonian and Sicilian troops; 
and, having been defeated the firft time, he was victo- 
rious the fecond, by means of his cavalry and archers< 
We are, in confequcnce,ihut up in our intrenchments, 
without daring to make any attempt, or complete our 
works, through the fuperiority of the enemy s forces; 
for part of our ibldiers are ^employed in guarding ouf 
forts, and confequently we have not an opportunny of 
employing all our forces in battle. Befides, as the Sy- 
racufans nave cut our lines, by a wall, in that part 
where they were not complete, it will no longer be 
poflible for us to i;iveft the city, unlei^ we (hould force 
their intrenchments; fo that mftead of befiegitij^f we 
ourfelves are beiieged, and dare not ftir out for fear of 
their horfe* 

*' Not contented with thcfe advantages, they are 
bringing new ftjitcours from Peloponnelus, and have 
fent Gylippus to force.all the neutral cities of Sici/V 
to declare tor them ; and the reft to f urnifh them with 
men and fhips, to attack us both by fea and land. I 
fay by fea, which, though very furprifing, is, how- 
ever, but too true. For our fleet, which before was 
confiderable, tVom the good condition of the galleys 
and mariners, is now very deficient in thofe very cir- 
cumftances, and prodigioufly weakened, 

••Our galleys leak every where, becaufe we cannot 
draw them on fliore to careen them, for fear, left thofe 
of the enemy, which are more numerous, and in better 
condition than ours, (hould attack us on a fudden, 
which they feem to threaten every momenL .Beiides, 
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He are under a neceffity of fending many backi^ard^ 
and forwards to guard the convoys which we are forced 
to fetch from a great diitance, and bring along in fight 
of tlie enemy; fo that fhould we be ever fo little 
negligent in this point, our army would be ftarved. 

" With regard to the (hips* crews, they decreafe fen* 
fibly every day ; lor as great numbers of them difperfc 
to maraud, or to fetch wood and water, they are often 
cut to pieces by the enemy's horfe« Our ilave», aU 
lured by the neighbourhood of theenemv's camp, de- 
fert very fall to it. The foreigners, which were forced 
into the fervice, diminiih daily; and fuch as have 
been raifed with money, who came for plunder rather 
than fighting, finding themfelves baulked, go over to 
the enemy, who are fo near us, or elfe hide themfclvcs 
in Sicily, which they nuy esUily do in fo large an iiland* 
A great number of citizens, though long ufed to, and 
veil fkilled in working of fhips, by bribing the captainc 
put others in their room, who are wholly unexpe* ' 
rienced, and incapable of fcrving, and, by that means» 
have quite fubverted all difcipline. I am now writing 
to meq perfcflly well verfed in naval affairs : and who 
arc very fenfible, that, when order is negle£led, every 
tUng grows worfe and worfe, and a fleet muft inevita»« 
Wybe riained. 

" But the moil unhappy circumfiance is, that thougk 
1 amgeneraliflimo, 1 cannot put a flop to thefe difor- 
ders* For (Athenians) you are very fenfible, that fuch 
is your difpofition, that you do not earfily brook re- 
flraint; bcfides, I do not know where to furnilh niyj- 
felf with feamen^ whilft the enemy get numbers from 
all quarters. It is not in the power of our Sicilian aU 
lies to aid us; and fhould the cities of Italy, from 
whence we have our provifions (hearing the extremity 
to which we are reduced, and your not taking th« 
leaff care to fend us any fuccour) join the Syracufany, 
we are undone; and the enemy will have no occa&um 
to fight us, 
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"I could write of things which would be more 
agreeable, but of none that could be more advantage- 
l>us to you, nor which could give you a more juft idea 
<>f the fubjefts on which you are to deliberate. I am 
fenfible that you love to have fuch advices only fent 
you 2^s are pieafinff; but then I know, on the other 
fide, that when a(»irs turn out otherwife than you ex- 
pe6led and hoped for, you accufe thofe who deceived 
you; which induced me to give you a fincere and ge- 
nuine account of things, without concealing a fingle 
circuraftance. By the way, I am to inform you, that 
no complaints can be juftly made either agamft the 
officers or common foldiers, both having done their 
duty very well. 

*• But now that the Sicilians join all their forces 
againft us, and expeft a new army from Peloponnefus ; 
you may lay this down as the foundation for your 
deliberations, that our prefent troops are not fufficient; 
and, therefore, we either muft be recalled, or elfe a 
land and naval force, equal to the iirft, muft be fent 
us, with money in proportion^ You muft alfo think 
of appointing a perfon to fucceed me; it being impof- 
•fible for me, through my nephritic diforder, to fuitain 
•any longer the weight of the command. I imagine 
that I dcfervethis favour at your hands on account of 
the fervice I have done you, in the feveral commands 
conferred upon me, fo long as my health would per- 
mit me to aft. 

"To conclude; whatever refolution you may come 
to, the requeft I have to make, is, that you would exe- 
cute it fpeedily, and in the very beginning of the 
fpring. The fuccours which our enemies meet with 
in Sicily are ail ready ; but thofe which they expeft 
from Peloponnefus may be longer in coming. How- 
ever, fix this in yoiir minds, that if you do not exert 
yourfelves, the Lacedaemonians will not fail, as they 
have already done, to be beforehand with you." 

The Athenians were ftrongly affefted with this letter, 
ivhich nlade as great an impreflion on them as Nicias 

expefted* 
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cxpeSed.. However, they did not think proper to ap- 
point him a fucceflbr ; and only nominated two oiii* 
cers who were under him, viz. Menanderand Euthy* 
demus, to adift him till other generals (hould be fent. 
Eurymedon and Deraofthenes were chofen to fucceed 
Laniachus and Alcibiade.s, The former fet out imme* 
diately with ten galleys, and fome money *, about the 
winter folftice, to affure Nicias that a fpeedy fuccour 
Ihould be fent him ;. during" which the latter was raif* 
ing troops and contributions, in order to fet fail early 
in the fpring. 

"The Lacedaemonians, on the other fide, being fup- 
ported by the Corinthians, were very induilrious m 
preparing reinfojrcements to fend into Sicily, and tQ- 
enter Attica, in order to keep the Athenian fleet from 
failing to that ifland. Accordingly they entered Attica 
early under the command ot king Agis; and after hav» 
ing laid wafte the country, they tortified Decelia; hav» 
ing divided the work among all the forces, to make tlie 
greater difpatch. This poll is about a hundred and 
twenty furlongs from Athens, that is, about fix French- 
leagues, and the fame diftance from Bceotia. Alcibia*- 
des was perpetually foliciting the Lacedaemonians, and 
could not be eafy, till he had prevailed with them to 
I'egin that work. This annoyed the Athenians moft of 
all: for hitherto, the enemy retiringafter they had laid 
>vafte the Athenian territories, the latter were unmoleft- 
ed all the rell of the year; but from the fortifying of 
Decelia, the garrifon left in it was continually making 
incurfions, and alarming the Athenians, Athens being 
now become a kind of frontier town: for, in the day 
time, a guard was mounted at all the gates ; and, in the 
night, all the citizens were either on the walls, or under 
arms. Such veffels as brought provifions from the Ifland 
of Eubcea, and which betore had a much fliorter paf- 
fageby Decelia, were forced to go round about, inbr^ 
der to double the cape of Sunium; by which means 
provifions, as well as goods imported, grew much dearer, 

<* A, M. 3591. Ant. J. C. 413. Thucyd. lib. vii. p. 494^496, & 
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To heighten the calamity, upwards of twenty thoivfan<? 
(laves, the greateft part of whom were artificers, went 
«ver to the enemy, to fly from the extreme mifery with 
xvhich the city was afflifted. The cattle of all kinds 
died. Moft of the horfes were lamed, being continually 
upon gaard, or upon parties. Every thing being laid 
wafte in this manner, and the Athenians enjoying no 
longer the revenues which arofe from the produce of 
iheir lands, there w^s a prodigious fcarcity of money ; 
ib that they were forced to take the twentieth part of al 1 
the imports, to fupply their ufual fubfidies. 

* In the mean time Gylippus, who had miade the tour 
of Sicily I returned, with as many men as he could raife 
in the whole ifland ; and prevailed with the Syracufans 
to fit out the flrongeft fleet in their power, and to ha- 
zard a battle at fea, upon the prefumption that the fuc- 
cefs would ani'wer the great nefs of the epterprife. This 
•dvice was ftrongly enforced by Hermocrates, who ex- 
iiorted the Syracufans not to abandon to their enemies 
the empire of the feas. He obferved, that the Athenians 
thejnfelves had not received it from their anccftors, nor 
been always poflcfled of it : th^t the Perfian war had in 
a mannar forced them into the knowledge of naval af« 
fairs, notwithftanding two great obfiacles, their difpofi- 
lion, and the fituation of their city, nvhich flood at a 
confiderable difiance from the fea: that they had made 
themfelves formidable to other nations, not fo much 
by their real ftrength, as by their courage and intrepid 
llity : that they ought to copy them ; ana fince they had 
to do with enemies who were fo enterprifing, it was (it 
ihey fhould be equally daring. 

This advice was approved, and accordingly a large 
fleet was equipped. Gylippus led out all his land-forces 
in the night time, to attack the forts of Plemmyrium. 
Thirty-five galleys of Syracufe,which were in the great 
harbour, and forty-five in the Icffer, where was an ar- 
fcnal for fhips, were ordered to advance towards Plem- 
myjciura, to amaze the Athenians, who would fee them- 
fclves attacked both by fea and land at the fame time, 

« Thtucyd. I. vii* p^ 49)— '500* Pltft* za Vic. p. 536. 3)io4. p- t\9. 
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TlieAtheniaaSy at this news, went on board alfQ; and 
with twenty-five Oiips failed to fight the thirt]^.five Sy • 
laculan veifeja, whick were failing out againfl them 
from the great harbour;. ando{>pofed thirty.five more 
to the forty-five of the enemy » which were come out of 
the little port. A fliarp engagement was fought at the 
mouth of the great harbour; one party endeavouring to 
force their way into it« and the other to keep them out. 

Th^fe who defended the .forts of Plemmyrium, hav- 
ing flocked to the fliore to view the battle^ Gylippus at- 
tacked the forts uiiexpe£ledly by day-break; and hav- 
ing carried the greateii of them by ftorm, the foldiers 
"who defended t&otkertwo were fo terrified, that they 
abandoned them in a moment. After this advanuge, 
theSyracufans fuftained a confiderabie lofs; for fuck 
ot their veffelsas fought at the entrance of the harbour 
(^iter having forced the Athenians) bulged furioufly 
one a^ainft the other as they entered it in diforder -, and 
by this means (hifted the vifiory to their enemies, who 
were not contented wsthpurfuing, but alfo gave chace 
to tbofe who were vi&orious in the great barbouv. 
Eleven Syracufan galleys were funk, and a^ reat number 
of the (ail<Nr5 in toem killed. Three were taken ; but 
i^ Atheaiaas likewife loft three, and after towing off 
thofe of the ^nemy» they rallied a trophy on a Gttie 
ifland lying before Plenunyrium, and retired to the 
centre of their camp. 

The Syracufans alfo raifed three trophies for their 

taking ot the three forts ; and after rating one of the 

fjmaller, they repaired the fortifications of the othertwq, 

and put garrifons into them. Several Athenians bad 

been eitli^ killed or made prifoners there; and great 

fums of money were taken, the. property of the public, 

as well as of merchants and captains of^gailey8,Defid0s 

al^rge quantity of ammunition; this being a kind oi 

inagazine for the whole army. They likewife loft the 

fiores and rigging of forty galleys, with three (hips tbat 

lay in the dock* But a more confiderabie circumftance 

was, Gylippi/s thereby prevented Nicjas from getting 

provifions and am|nuaition fo eafily ; ft^tf » whtlft the 

latter 
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latter was pofle (Ted of Piemmyrium, they procured the fe 
fecurely and expeditioufly ; whereas, after their being 
tlifpoffefled of it, it was equally difficult and hazard- 
ous, becaufe they could not bring in any thing without 
"fighting ; the enemy lying at anchor juft off their fort. 
Thus the Athenians could have no provifions but from 
the point of their fwords, which difpirited the foldiers 
very much, and threw the whole army into a great 
conilernation. 

y There afterwards was a little ikirmifli in defending 
aftaccado which the inhabitants had made in the Tea, 
at the entrance of the old harbouc, to fecurc the Chip-* 
ping. The Athenians having raifed-towers and parapt^ts 
on a large fhip, made it advance as hear as poffible to the 
itaccado, in order that it might ferve as a bulwark to 
fome (hips which carried military engines, with which 
they drew up ftakes by the help of pullies and ropes, 
exclnfi ve of thofe which the divers fawed in two ; the 
befiegers defending themfelves with their harbour, and 
the enemies with their tower. Such ftakes as had been 
.driven in, level with the furface of the water, in order 
to ftrand thofe veffels that fhould come near them, 
■were the hardeft to force away. The divers alfo bribed 
the enemy, and moft of the ftakes were torn up ; but 
then others were immediately driven in their places. 
The utmoft efforts were ufed on both fides, in the attack 
as well as the defence. 

* One circumftance, which the befieged confidered 
of the greateft importance, was to attempt a fecond en- 
gagement both by. fea and land, before the fleet, and 
other fuccours, fent by the Athenians, fliould arrive. 
They had concerted frelh meafutes for a battle at fea, 
by improving from the errors they had committed in 
the laft engagement. The change made in the galleys 
was, their prows were now fliorter, and at the fame time 
ftronger and more folid than before. For this purpofe 
they fixed great pieces of timber, projefting forward, 
on each fide of the prows ; and to thefe pieces they 

f Thucyd. Lvii. p. 500, 501. 
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joined beams by way of prop*. Thefe beams extended 
to the length oi fix cubits 6n each fide of the veflel* 
both within and without* By this they hoped to gaia 
the advantage over the galleys of the Athenians, which 
did not dare, becaufe of the weaknefs of their prows, to 
attack an enemy in front, but only in flank ; not to men- 
tion, that flvould the battle be fought in the harbour* 
they would not have room to fpread themfelves, nor to 
pafs between two galleys, in which lay their greateft art ; 
nor to tack about after they Ihould haye been repulfe^ 
in order to return to the charge; whereas the Syracu* 
fans, by their being matters oi the whole extent of the 
harbour, would have all thefe advantages, and might 
reciprocally affift one another. On thefe circum* 
fiances the latter founded their hopes of viftory. 

Gylippus therefore firft drew all the infantry out of 
the camp, and advanced towards that part of the con* 
travallation of the Athenians which faced the city; 
whilft the troops of Olympia marched towards the 
other, andr their galleys fet fail. 

Nicias did not care to venture a fecond battle, faying* 
that as he expefted a frefc fleet every monient, and a 
great reinforcement under; Demofthenes, it would be* 
^^y the greateft want of judgment, Ihould he, as his 
^fopps were inferior in number to thofe of the enemy, 
and already fatigued, hazard a battle without being 
forced to it. On the contrary, Menander and Eathy^ 
demus, who had juft before been appointed to ftiare the 
command with Nicias till the arrival of Demofthenes^ 
fired with ambition, and jealous of thofe generals, were 
eager to perform fonie great exploit, to bereave the one 
of his glory, and, if poffible, toeclipfethatof the other* 
The pretence they alleged on this occafion was the 
fame and reputation of Athens ; and they aflerted with 
fo much vehemence, that it would be entirely deftroy^ 
cd ihould they fliun the battle, as the Syracufans of- 
fered it them, that they at lafl: forced Nicias to a com- 
pliance. The Athenians had feventy-five galleys, and 
the Syracufans eighty. * - . . 
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The firft day the fleets continued in fight of each 
other, in the ereat harbour, without enraging ; and onty 
a iew fkirmilhespalTed, after which both parties retired ; 
and it was juft the fame with the land forces. The Sy- 
racufans did not make the leaft motion the fecond day- 
Nicias, taking advantaj^e of this ina6livity, caufed the 
tranfports to draw up in a line, at fome diftance from 
one another, in order that his galleys might retire be- 
hind them with fafety, in cafe he mould be defeated. 
On the morrow, the Syracufans came up fooner than 
ufua), when a greai part of the day was fpeht in fkir* 
mi&ing, after which they retired. The Athenians did 
not fuppofe they would return, but imagined that fear 
liad made them fly: but having refreihed themfelves in 

{[reat -diligence, and returning on board their galleys, 
b^ attacked the Athenians, who were far from ex- 
getting them. The latter being now forced to return 
imfnediatelv on board their fliif>«, they entered them in 
great diforacr, fo that they had not tim^ to draw them 
up in a line of battle, andmoft of the failors were fafL- 
ing. Vidory did ndt long continue in fufpenfe. The 
Athenians, after making a fbort and flight refiftance, 
retired behind their lini3 of tranfport ifaips. The enemy 
|>urfued them thither, and were ftopped by the faii- 
ysffd-s of thofe fliips, to which w*ere fixed dolphins * of 
lead, which being very heavy, had they fallen on the 
enemy's galleys, would have funk them at once. The 
Athenians loft feven galleys in this engagement, and 
a great number of foldters were either killed or taken 
^ifoner$. 

*This tofs threw Nicias into the utmoft conftema- 
tiofi. All the misfortunes he had n>et with, ever fince 
the time tie had firft enjoyed the fupreme command, 
icame into his mind ; andf he noW is involved in a greater 
than any of them, by his-cOmplying with the advice of 
his colleagues. Whilft he was revolving thefe gloomy 

• Th^yci. 1.' vii. p. 5t3«*^t B. Plttt. in Ki$. ^ jg;. Dipd. p« a<<i 

* This engine, fo violent mu its motion, 1>r»ke through fe galley 
Jfrbm the deck to the hold. 

^ ideas 
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ideas, Demofthenes's fleet was feen coining forward ia 
gre^ pomp; and with fuch an air as ihould fill the 
enemy with dread : it was now the day after the battle* 
This fleet confifted of fevwity-threc galleys, on board 
of which were five tlxnifand fighting men, and about 
three tboufand archers, {lingers and bowmen. All 
thefe galleys were richly trimmed; their prows being 
adorned with ifaining ftreamers, manned with flout 
rowers^ commanded by good officers, and echoing with 
the fouttd of clarions and truants ;-DenK>fthenes hav- 
ing afie6ked aa air of pomp and triumph, purpofely ta 
itrike terror into the enemy. 

This gallant fight alarmed them indeed beyond ex* 
prel&on. They did not fee any end, or even the leaft 
fufpenfiom of their calamities: all they had bttherio 
done or fuffered was as nothing, and their work waa 
to begin again. What hopes could they entertain of 
being able to weary out the patience of the Athenians, 
iince, though they had a camp intrenched in the uiid* 
die of Attica, th^ were however able to fend a fecond 
army into Sicily, as confiderable as the former; and 
that tbeir|M>wer, as well as their oourase, feemed, not« 
vtthfianding all their lofles, inllead of diminiihing to 
VBGfeafe daily? 

DemoAhenes having made aia exa£l enquiry into the 
ibte of things, ims^ned thait it would not he pnoper 
f^r him to 4ofe time, as Nicum had done, who, having 
fpread an univerfal terror at his firft arrival, became 
afterwards the ebje6l at coot«npt,.i^or his having win* 
tered in Catann inftead of going direflly to Syracufe ; 
and had afterwards given Gylippus an oppoitumty of 
throwing troops into it. He flattered himfelf with the 
hopes that he Ihonld be able to carry the city at th»^ft 
attack, by taking advantage of the alarm which thd 
news 4>f 'his arri^i^ would fproad in every part oi it, and 
"by that mcaMis fliould immediately put an end to the 
war. Otherwife he intended io raife the fiege, and no 
longer hamfs and lefleiii the troops by fighting battles 
never diScifive; nor quite exhauil the city of Athens^ 
ty employing its treafures in needlefs expciiccs. 

Nicias 
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Nicijis, terrified by this bold and precipitate rcfolii- 
tion ot Demofthenes, conjured him not to be fo hafty, 
bat to take time to weigh things deliberately, that he 
might have no caufe to repent of what he ihould do, 
• He^obferved to him, that the enemy would be ruined 
by delays ; that their provifions as well as money were 
entirely exhaufted, that their allies were going to aban- 
don them; that they muft foonbe reduced to fuch ex- 
tremity, for want of provifions, as would force them to 
furrcnder, as they had before refolved : for there were 
certain perfons in Syracufe wlio held a fecret corrc- 
fpondcnce with Nicias, and exhorted him not to be im- 
patient, becaufe the Syracufans were tired with the 
war and with Gylippus; and that ihould the neceflity 
to which they were reduced be ever fo little increafed, 
they would furrender at difcretion. 

As Nicias did not explain him felf clearly, and would 
not declare in exprefs terms, that fure and certain ad- 
vices were fent him of whatever was tranra£led in the 
city, his remonftrances were confidered a$ an efFeft of 
the timidity. and flownefs with which he had always 
been reproached. •• Such," faid they, •• are his ufual 
protra£^ion, delays, dillrufis, and fearful precaution, 
whereby he has deadened all the vivacity, and extin- 
guiihed all the ardour of the troops, in not nuurching 
them immediately againft the enemy; but on the con- 
trary, by deferring to attack them, till his own forces 
were weakened and defpifed." This made the reft of 
the generals and all the officers come over to De- 
moflhenes's opinion, and Nicias himfelf was at laft 
forced to acquiefce with it. 

Demofthenes, after having attacked, to no purpofe, 
the wall which cut the contravallation of the befiegers, 
confined himfelf to the attack of Epipolae, from a fup- 
pofition that fhould he once be matter of it, the wall 
would be quite undefended. He therefore took provi* 
fions for five days, with workmen, implements, and 
every thing neceffary for him to defend that pofl after 
he Ihould poffefs himfelf of it. As there was no goinff 
^up to it in the day time undifcovered, fre marched 

thither 
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thither in the night with all hisiforccs, followed by 
Eurymedon and Menander ; Nicias ilaying behind t€» 
guard the camp. They went up by the way of £urye^ 
lus, as before, unperceived by the fentinels ; attack the 
iirft intrenchment, and dorm it, after killing part of 
thofe who defended it. Demofthenes, not fatisned witb 
this advantage, to prevent the ardour of his foldiers 
from cooling, and not delay the execution of his de« 
C^n, marches forward. During this interval, the forces 
oi the city, fuftained by Gylippus, march under arms 
out of the intrenchments. Being feized with aftoiii/h- 
ment, which the darknefs of the night increafed, they 
were immediately repulfed and put to flight. But as 
the Athenians advanced in diforder, to force whatever 
might refill their arms, left the enemy might rally again, 
fhould time be allowed them to breathe and recover 
from their furprlfe, they are ftopped on a fudden by the 
Boeotians, who make a vigorous Hand, and marching 
againft the Athenians with their pikes prefented, they 
repulfe them with great (houts, and make a dreadful 
Ilaughter. This fpreads an univerfal terror through the 
reft of the army. Thofe who fled either force along 
fuch as were advancing to their af&ilance, or elfe, miu 
^Aing them for enemies, turn their arms againft them« 
Jhey now were all mixed indifcriminately, it being 
impofBble to difcover obje6ls in the horrors of a night, 
which was not fo gloomy as entirely to make obje£ls 
imperceptible, nor yet light enough to diflinguifh thofe 
which were feen. The Athenians fought for one an- 
other to no purpofe; and from their often aiking the 
^ord^ by which only they were able to kiiow oneano* 
ther, a ftrange confufion of founds was heard, which 
occafioned no little diforder ; not to mention that they, 
hy this means, divulged the word to the enemy, and 
<^ould not learn theirs ; becaufe by their being together 
2nd in a body, they had no occafion to repeat it. In the 
'ncan time, thofe who were purfued threw themfelves. 
(^om the top of the rocks* and many were daihed to 
pieces by the fall ; and as moft of thofe who efcap^^d 
^^^^gglea from one another up and down the fields and 

woodsy 
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voovk, thejr w«re cut to pieces the next day by the 
enemy's faorfe, who purhied tbem. Two thoufand 
Athenians were flain in this engagement, and a great 
number of aims were taken; tnofe who fled having 
«tbrowa tbem away, that they might be the better able 
4o efcape over the precipices* 

ISect. Xiy. The Conftemaiion with which the Athi' 
nians arejiized* They again hazard a Sea'Jigkt, and 

' ate defraud. They refolvtto retire by Land. Being 
ttofe purfued by tke Syracujiins^ theyfurrender. Ni* 
cias and Demw/ihenes are Jentenced to die, and exe» 
cuted. The Effeff which the News of the Defeat of 
the Army produces in Athens, 

^ '' I ^HE Athenian generals, after fuftaining fo great a 
' X iofs, were- in a prodigious dilemma, and did not 
know how to a& in die preient difcouragemem and da- 
fpair of the troops who died daily, cither by the difeafes 
of the autttmn, or by the bad air of the fens near which 
they were encamped. Deraoftlienes was of opinion that 
tt would be proper fcM-them to leave the country imme- 
diately, fince they had been unfuccefsf ul in fo import* 
ant an entcrpri£c; efpecially as the feafon was not too 
fiar advanced for ^ling ; ana that tliey had ihips enough 
to force a pafiage^ in cafe the enemy Ihouid difpute it 
with them. He declared, that it would be of much 

freater advantage to oblige the enemy to raife their 
lockade of Athens than for them to continue that of 
Syracufe^ by which they exhaufted themfelves to no 
^urpofe; that he was certain they would not be rein- 
iorced by anew aisiy; and that they could not hope 
to overoone the ememy with the weak one under their 
commaad* 

Nicias was fenfifale that the aiguments hk colleague 
ufed were Viery juft, and he himielf was of his opinion: 
but at fihe fiuse time be was afraid^ left fo public a con* 
feilson of tbe weak conditton to which they were reduc« 

" *T}mcy4. Iy»»« p« 5^1—520. Plut. in Nic. p. ^S-^-^^s* Vrio^* 

ed, 
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ed, aiui their refolution to leave Sicily (the report ot 
which >rould certainly reach the enemy) (kould com* 
plete the ruin of their affairs ; and periiaps make them 
unable to execute their refolution when they (hould at- 
tempt it. Befides they had fome little hopes left that 
the beficged» bein€ themfelves reduced to great extre* 
mity by their abfoiute want of provifions and money; 
would at laft be inclined to furrender upon honourable 
terms. Thus, although he was in reality uncertain and 
wavering, he infinuated, that he did not care toquitSi« 
cily, till the Athenians fliouldhave firft fent orders for 
that purpofe; and that otherwife they would be liighly 
difpleafed: that as thofe who were to judge thera ha<l 
not been eye-witneffes of the ftate of things, they would 
be of adiflerent opinion; and, at the inftigation of fome 
orator, certainly condemn them: thai moft of thofe 
men, who now exclaimed with the grcateft vehemenci 
againft the difficulties they laboured under, would then 
change theif note, and accufe them of having been brib* 
cd to raife the fieee: that knowing fo well, as he did, 
the difpofition and charafter of the Athenians, he chofe 
to die glorioufly by the enemy's fword, rather than he 
ignominioufly condemned by his fellow-citizens. 

Thefe reafons, though they appeared very ftrong, 
Were not yet able to convince Demofthenes ; and it wa$ 
ilill his opinion, that the only good choice they could 
make would be to retire* However, as he had been 
unfuccefsful in his former opinion, he was afraid of 
inGfling upon this; and he was the mtore inclined to 
come into that of Nicias, from imagining with many 
others, that this general might have fome fecret re* 
fource, as he was \g firmly refolvcd to ftay. 

• Gy Hppus, after having made Ui€ tour of Sicily, had 
l)rought a great body of troops with him* This new 
reinforcement terrified the Athenians exceedingly, 
whofe army diminiflied daily by ficknefs ; and they 
now began to repent their not having raifed the fiege, 
tfpecially qs the beficged were preparing to attack them 

« Thucyd, L viL p. 42 v^s^!^*. Flu(. in Nic. p. $i^ Dio4« 1. xUi. 
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both by Tea and land. BeCdes Nicias no longer o)>« 
pofed .this refolution, and pnly defired to have it kept 
lee ret. Orders were therefore given^ a^ privately as 
poflible, for the fleet to prepare for fetting fail with 
the utmoft expedition. 

When all things were ready, the moment they were 
going to fet fail (wholly unfufpefted by the enemy^ 
.who were far from furmifing they would leave Sicily lo 
foon) the moon was fuddenly eclipfed in the middle of 
the night, and loft all its fplendo^; which terrified Ni- 
cias and the whole ai?my, who, from ignorar^ce and 
fuperftition, were allonifhed at fo fudden a change, the 
caufes of which they did npt know, and therefore 
dreaded the confequences of it. They then confulted 
the foothfayers; and who being equally unacquainted 
with the reafoi^ of this phaenomenon, only augmented 
their confternation. It was the cuftom, after fuch ac- 
cidents had happened, to fufpend their enterprifes but 
^for three days. The foothfayers pronounced, that he 
niuft not fet fail till three times nine days were paft, 
(thefe are Thucydides's words) which doubtlefs was a 
myfterious liumber in the opinion of the people. . Nir 
cias fcrupuious to a fault, and full of a miftaken vene- 
ration for thefe blind interpreters of the will of the 
gods, declared that he would wait a whole revolution 
of the moon, and not return till ti\e fame day of the 
next month ; as if he had not feen the planet very 
clearly, th^ inftant it had emerged from that part which 
was darkened by the interpofition- of the earth's body. 

But he was not allowed time for this. The news of 
.the intended departure of the Athenians being foon 
fpread over the city, a refolution was taken to attack 
the befiegers both by fea and land. The Syracufans 
began the firft day by attacking the intcench!pents,aud 
gained a flight advantage over the enemy. On the 
morrow they made a fecond attack ; and at the fame 
time failed with feventy-fix galleys againft eighty-fix 
of the Athenians. Eurymedon, who commanded the 
right of the Athenian fleet, having fpread along the 
•fliorfe to furround them, tbis'movemeni proved fatal to 

him; 
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hlra : for, as he was detached from the body of the fleet, 
the Syracufans, after forcing the main battle, which 
Was in the centre* attacked him ; drove him vigoroufly 
into the gulph called Dafcon, and there defeated him 
entirely. Eurymedon loft his life in the engage- 
ment. They afterwards gave chace to the reft of 
the galleys, and run them againft the (hore. Gylippus, 
who commanded the land atmy, fecihg the Athenian 
galleys were forced aground, and not able to return 
into their ftaccado, landed with part of his troops, in 
order to charge the foldiers, in cafe they (hould be 
forced to run afliore ; and to give his friends the more 
room to tow fuch galleys as they Ihould have taken. 
Ho\ve\ier, he was repulfed by the Tyrrhenians, who 
were pofted on that fide ; and obliged by the Athenians^ 
who flew to fuftain them, to retire with fome lofs as far 
as the moor called Lyfimelia, which lay near it. The 
latter faved moft of their fliips, eighteen excepted, which 
T^ere taken by the Syracufans, and their crews cut to 
pieces by them. Alter this, refolving to burn the reft, 
they filled an .old veflel with combuftible materials; 
and having fet fire to it, they drove it by the help of 
the wind againft the Athenians, vyho nevcrthelefs ex- 
tinguiihed the fire, and drove off that fiiip. 

Each fide erefted trophies : the Syracufans for the 
defeat of ^urymedon, and the advantage they had gain- 
ed the day before ; and the Athenians for their having 
driven part of the enemy into the moor, and put the 
other part to flight. But the minds of the two nations 
were very differently difpofed. The Syracufans, who 
had been thrown into the utmoft conllernation at the 
arrival of Demofthenes with his fleet, feeing themfelve? 
vi£lorious in a naval engagement, refumed frefh hopq, 
andaffured themfelves of a complete viftory over their 
enemies. The Athenians, on the contrary, fruftrated 
of their only refource, and overcome by fca, fo con- 
trary to their expectations, entirely loft' courage, and 
had no thoughts but of retiring. 

'the enemy, to deprive them of all refouiice and pre* 
vent their efcaping, {hut the inouth of the great har- 
bour, 
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Jt)our, which was aboat five hundred paces wideywltli 
galleys placed croffwife, and other veffels fixed with 
anchors and iron chains ; and at the fa^e time made 
the requHite preparations for the baule^ in cafe they 
•fliould have courage to engage again.. When the Athe- 
nians faw themfelves thus hemmed in, the geiierals 
And principal officers aifembled, in order to deliberate 
on the prefent ftate of affairs. They were in atfolute 
•want ot provifions, which was owing to their having 
forbid the people of Catana to bring any, from the 
hopes they entertained of their being able to retire ; 
and they could not procure any from other places, un» 
lefs they were mailers of the lea. This made them re- 
folve to Venture a fea-fight. In this view thfey were 
determined to leave their old camp, and their walls, 
which extended to the temple of Hercules, and to is- 
trench themfelves on the Ihore, near their ftips, in the 
•fmallcft compafs pollibie. Their defign was. to leave 
fome forced in that place to guard their baggage and 
the fick ; and to fignt with th^ reft on board all the 
^ips they ihould have faved. They intended to retire 
into Catana*, in cafe they Ihould be vifiorious : other- 
wife, to fet fire to their Ihips, and to march by land to 
the neareft city belonging to their allies. 
' This refolution being taken, Nicias immediatteiy fiH" 
-ed a hundred and ten galleys (the others having loft 
their oars) with the flower of hi« infantry ; a«d drew 
up the reft of the forces, particularly the bowmen, in 
order of battle on the fliore. As the Athenians dreadeii 
•very much the beaks of the Syracufan gal ley 6> Nicies 
had provided harping irons to grapple them, in ord^ 
to break the force oi the blow, and to come imi»e<J^- 
ately to clofe fight, as on fhore. But the enemy P^f- 
ceiving this, covered the prows and upper part oi tiieir 
galleys with leather, to prevent their being fo cafily 
laid nold of. The commanders on both fides had em- 
ployed all their rhetoric to animate their men ; ^^ 
none could ever have been prompted from ftrong^ 
motivei ; for the battle which was going to be lought* 
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was to determine, not only their lives and liberties, 
hut alfo the fate of their country. 

The battle was very obftinate afid bloody. The Athe« 
nians being arriredat the mouth of the port, eafily took 
thofe (hips which defended the entrance of it ; but, 
when they attempted to break the chain of the reft to 
widen the paflage, the enemy came up from all quar- 
ters. As near twt^hundred galleys came rufhing on 
each fide, in a narrow place, there muft neceffarily be 
a very great confafion ; and the veffels could not eafily 
advance forward or retire, nor turn about to renew the 
attack. The beaks of the galleys/ for this reafon, did 
very little execution ; but there were very furious and 
frequent difcharges. The Athenians were overwhelm- 
ed with a fhowcr of ftones, which always did execu- 
tion from what place foever they were thrown ; where- 
as they defended themfelvesonly by (hooting darts and 
arrows, which, by the motion of the (hips from the agi- 
tation of the fea, did not carry true, and by* that means 
the greateft part of them did little execution. Arifton 
the pilot had given the Syracufans this counfel. Thefe 
4ifcharges being over, the foldiers, heavily armed, at- 
tempted to enter the enemy's (hips in order to fight 
iuind to hand : and it often happened, that whilfl they 
were climbing up one (ide, their own (htps were en-* 
tered on the other ; and two or three Ihips would be 
grappled to one, which occafioned a grent perplexity 
and confufion. Further, the noife of the Ihips that 
daihed one againil the other, the different cries of the 
Vidors and vanquiflied, prevented the orders of the of* 
(icers from being heard. The Athenians wanted to 
force a pafTage, whatever might be the confe^uence^ 
to fecure their return into their own ^ountrjj ; and this 
the enemy employed their utmbft efforts to prevent, in 
order that they might gain a more complete and mor6 
glorious viftory. The two land armies, which were 
drawn up on the higheft part of the (horc, and the in- 
habitants of the city who were there ran to the walls; 
whilft the reft kneeling in the temples, were implor- 
ing heaven to give fucce£s uy tlieir citijcens ; all thefe 

faw 
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faw clearly, becaufe of their little diilance from the 
fleets, every thing that pafTed ; and contemplated the 
battle as from an amphitheatre, but not withoiit great 
anxiety and terror. Attentive to, and fhuddering at 
every moment, and the feveral changes which happen- 
ed; they difcovered the concern they had in the battle, 
xheir fears, their hopes, their grief, their joy, by diffe- 
rent cries and different geftures ; ftretching out their 
hands, fometimes towards the combatants to animate 
them, and at other times towards heaven, to implore 
the fuccour and prote6lion of the gods. At iaft, the 
Athenian fleet, altei: fuftaining a long battle and a vi- 
jgorous refiftance, was put to flight, and driven againft 
the fliore. The Syracufans, who were fpeSators of 
this viftory, conveyed to the whole city, by an univer- 
fal fliout, the news of this viftory. The vi£lors, now 
jnafliers of the fea, and failing with a favourable wind 
towards Syracufe, erefted a trophy ; whilft the Athe- 
jiians, who were quite dejeSed and overpowered^ did 
not fo much as requeft that their dead foldiers might 
ibe delivered to them, in order to piy the lail fad duty 
to their remains. 

There now remained but two methods for them to 
choofe; either to attempt the palTage afecond time, ior 
which they hadihips and foldiers fufficicnt, or to aban- 
don their fleet to the enemy, and retire by land. De- 
mofthenes propofed the former; but the failors, in the 
deepefl: affliftion, refufed to obey, iully perfuaded that 
it would be impoflible for them to fuftain a fecond en- 
gagement. The fecond method was therefore refoLved 
upon, and accordingly they prepared to fet out in the 
night, to conceal the march of tlieir army from the 
enemy. 

But Hermocrates, who fufpefted their defign, was 
very fenCble that it was of the utmoft importance not to 
fufler fo great a'body of forces to efcape ; fince they 
otherwife might fortify themfelves in lome corner of 
the ifland, and renew the war. The Syracufans were a^ 
that time in the midft of their feftivity and rejoicing*; 
and mediating nothing but how they might beil divert 

themfelves 
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themfelves after the toils they had fuftained in fight. 
Thev were then folemnizing the feftival of Hercules. 
To Qcfire the Sy racufans to take up arms again, in order 
to purfue the enemy ; and to attempt to draw them frond 
their diverfions, either by force or perfuafion, Would 
have been to no pur'pofe ; for which reafon another ex- 
pedient was employed. Hermocrates Cent out a fc\^ 
horfemen, who weretopafs for friends of the Athenians; 
and ordered them to cry aloud : ••I'eil Nicias not to re- 
tire till daylight; for the Sy racufans lie-in ambufh for 
him, and have feized on the paffes." This falfe advice 
ftoppcd Nicias at once; and he did not even fet out the 
next day, in order thiat the foldiers might have tibie to 
prepare for their departure; and carry off whatever 
might be necelTary for their fubfillence, and abandon . 
the reft. ; 

The enemy had time enough for feizing the avenues. 
Thenext morning early they poffeffed themfelves of the 
moft difficult pafi'es, fortified thofe places where the ri- 
vers were fordable, broke down the bridges, and fpread 
detachments of horfe up and down the plain ; fo that 
there was not one place through which the Athenians 
could pafs without fighting. They fet out upon their 
march the third day after the battle, with defign to re - 
tire to Catana, the whole army was in incxpreflTible 
confternation, to fee fuch great numbers of men, either 
dead or dying, fome of whom were left expofed to wild 
beafts, and the reft to the cruelty of the enemy. Thofe 
who were fick and wounded conjured them with tears 
to take them along with the army, and held by their 
clothes when they were going; or elfe, dragging them- 
felves after them, followed them as far as their Itrengtii 
would permit; and, when this failed, they had recourfc 
to tears, fighs, imprecations ; and fending up towards 
heaven plaintive and dying groans, they called upon 
the gods as well as' men to avenge their cruelty, whilft 
every place echoed with lamentations. 

The whole army was in as deplorable a condition. 
All men were feized with the deepeft melancholy. 
They were inwardly tortuj;ed with rage and anguifh. 


yrhcn 
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when they reprefentcd to themfelvcs the greatnefs from 
which they were fallen^ the extreme mifery tcv'\rhich 
they were reduced, and the ftill greater evils from 
which they forefaw it would be irapoflible for them to 
cfcape. They could not b^ar the comparifoo lor ever 
prelent in their thoughts, of the triumphant ftate in 
which they had left Athens, in the midft of tlw good 
vjflicfl and acclamations of the people ; with the igno* 
xniny of their retreat, aggravated by the cries and infc* 
precations of their relations and fellow-citizens. 

But the moft melancholy part of the fpeSaclc, and 
that which moft deferved compaflion, was Nicias* De- 
jcfted and worn out by a tedious illnefs ; deprived ol the 
moft neceffary things^ at a time when his age and infir- 
mities required them moil ; pier<:ed, not <i>nly with Jiis 
private grief, but with that of others, all which prejred 
upon his heart, this'great man, Superior .to all his evil<> 
thought of nothing but how he might beft comfort his 
foldiers, and revive their courage. He ran up and down 
in all places, crying -aloud, that matters were not yet def- 
perate, and that other armies had efcaped from greater 
dangers ; that they ought not to accuie tfaemfelves, or 
grieve too immoderately, for misfortunes which thev 
had not occafioned ; that if tliey had offended feme goo, 
his vengeance muft be fatiated by this time; tKat fort 
tune, alter having fo long favoured the enemy, would 
at laft be tired of perfecuting them ; that their bravery 
and their numbers made them ftill formidable (being 
ftill near forty thoufand ftrong;) that no city in Sicily 
-would be able to withftand them, nor prevent their fet*- 
lling. wherever they might think'proper; that they baa 
no more to do, but to take care feverally of themfelves, 
and march in good order ; that by a prudent and cou- 
rageous retreat, which was now become their only re- 
fource, they w^puld not only fave themfelves, but alfo 
their country, and enable it to recover its former gran^ 
dour. 

The army marched in two bodies, both drawn ug "^ 
the form of a phalanx ; the firft commanded' by Nicias, 
,and the fecond by Demofth^nes, with the baggage in the 

centre. 
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centre. Bein^ come to the river Anapis, they forced the 
palTage^ and aitcr wards were charged by all the enemy's 
cavahy, as well as archers, who difcharged perpetually 
upon them. They were annoyed in this manner dur- 
ing feveral days march; every one of the pafTes being 
guarded, apid the Athenians being obliged to difpute 
-every inch of their way. The enemy did not care to ha* 
zard a battle a^ainft an army which defpair alone might 
render invincible; and, tlte inftant the Athenians prc^ 
Tented the Syracufans battle, the latter retired ; but 
whenever the former would .proceed in their marchi 
tbey advanced and charged them in their retreat. 

Oem'ofthenes and Nicias, feeing the miferable condi* 
-tion to which the troops were reduced, being in extreme 
want of proviiions, and great numbers of them wound* 
ed, judged it advifable to retire towards the fea, by a 
quite contrary way from thait in which they then march* 
ed, and to make direflly for Camarina and Gela, in*^ 
ftead of proceeding to Catana, as they firil intended* 
They fet out in the night, after lighting a great numbqr 
of fires. The retreat was made in great confufion and 
diforder, as generally happens to jgreat armies in the 
gloomy horrors of the night, efpccially when the enje^ 
tny is ndt far off. However, the vanguard, commanded 
by Nicias, came forward in good oraer; but above half 
the rearguard, with Demollhenes at their head, quitted 
from the main body, and loft their way. On the next 
day the Syracufans, who, on the report of their retreat» 
had marched with the utmoft diligence, came up with 
him about noon ; and having furrounded him with theic 
horre,tbey drove him into a narrow place inyclofed with 
await, where his foldiers fought like lions* Perceiv- 
ing, at the clofe of the day, that they were opprefled 
with fatigile, and covered with wounds, they gave the 
iflanders leave to retire, which fome of them accept- 
^i, and afterwards fpared the lives of the reft, who {vltt 
i^ndered at difcretion with Deniofthene$» after having 
fiipulated that they (hould not be put lo death, nor 
fentenced to perpetual imprifonment. About fix thou* 
fani foldiers furreudered on thefe conditions. 

NiciAS 
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Nicias arrived the fame evening at the river £rineus« 
and palling it, encamped on a mountain, where the ene- 
my came up with him the next day, and fummoned him 
to furrender at difcretion, as Demofthenes had done. 
Nicias could not perfuade himfelf at firft, that what 
they told him concerning that general was true, and 
therefore defircd leave to fend fome horfe for informa- 
tion. Upon their returning with the news that Demof- 
thenes had really furrendcred in that manner. Nicias 
offered to pay the expences of the war, upon condition 
that they would permit him to leave the country with 
his forces, and to give as many Athenians for hoilages, 
as they fhould be obliged to pay talents. But the ene- 
my rejetied this propofal with difdain and infolence, 
and renewed the attack. • Nicias, though in abfolute 
want of all things, however fitftained the charge the 
whole night, and marched towards the river Alinarus. 
When they were got to the banks of it, the Syracufans 
advancing up to them, threw moft of them into the 
ilream ; the reft having already plunged voluntarily 
into it, to quench their thirft. Here the greateft and 
moft bloody havoc was made, the poor wretches bsing 
butchered withgut the leaft pity as they were drinking. 
Nicias finding all loft, and unable to bear thfs difmal 
fpeClacle, furrcndered at difcretion ; upon condition 
that Gylippus (houid difcontinue the fight, and fpare 
the reft of his army. A great number were killed and 
more taken prifoners, fo that all Sicily was filled with 
them. ** The Athenians feemed to have been difpleaf- 
cd with their general, for furrendering in this manner 
at difcretion ; and, for this reafon, his name was omit- 
ted in a public hionument on which was engraved the 
names of thofe commanders who had loft their lives 
in fighting for thtir country. 

The v^iclors adorned with the arms taken from the 
prlfoners the fineft and largeft trees they could find on 
the banks of the rivers, and made a kind of trophies of 
thjfe trees, when crowning themfclves with chaplets 
ot flowers, dreffing their horles in the richcft caparifons» 

and 
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and cropping thofe of their enemies, they entered tri* 
timphantly into Syracufe, after , having happily terini^ 
nated the moft conCderahle war in Which they n|ul evpf 
been engaged with the Greeks; and won, by their 
ftrength and vaIour» at moft llgnal and moft complete 
viftory . The next day a council was held, to deliberate 
on what was to be done with the prifoners. Diodes, 
one of the leaders of the greateft authority among the 
people, proposed, that all the Athenians who were 
corn of free parents,and all fuch Sicilians as ha^ joined 
with them, fliould be iraprifoned, and only two mea- 
fures of flour, and one of water, given them daily ; that 
the flaves and all the allies fliould be publicly fold; 
and that the two Athenian generals mould be firil 
fcourged with rods, and afterwards put to dearth. 

*This laft article was exceedingly aifliked by all wifip 
and corapaflionate Syracufans. Hermocratea^ who wap 
very f^n^ous f^f his probity and juUice, attempted ta 
make fomeremonftrancos to the people, but they would 
not hear bim ; and the ihoQts which echoed on all fides, 
prevented him from continuing his fpeech. At that in- 
fant an * ancient man, venerable for his great age and 
gravity, who» in this war, l^td loft two fons, the only 
heirs to his name and efiate, made his fervants carry him 
to the tribunal for harangues, and theinfiant he appear- 
ed a profound filence was made. *• You here behold,'* 
fays he, *• an unfortunate father, wh© has felt more 
than any other Syracufan the fatal effefts of this war, 
by the death of two fons, who formed all the confola- 
tion, and were the omly fupports of my old age. I 
cannot, indeed, forbear admiring their courage and 
felicity, in facrificrng, tq theh* country's, welfare, a 
life of which they would one day have been deprived 
by the common coucfe of nature: but then I jcannot 
but be flrongly affefted with the cruel wourid^ which 
their death has made in my heart ; nor forbear hating 
and detelling the Athenians, the authors of this un- 
happy waf , as the murderers of my children* Buu, 

« Diod« 1. xiii. |>. 149-— i6i« 

• . • Nicolauf. 
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hoivcvcr, I cannot conceal one circumflance, which is, 
that I amlef^ fenflbleto my btivate affliftion.thanto the 
honourof my cpuntry; anal fee it expofed to eternal 
infamy by the barbarous advice which is now given 
you* The Athenians, indeed, merit the worll treatment, 
iand every kind of puniftiment that could be inflifted on 
them, for fo unjuftly declaring war againft us; but 
have not the gods, the juft avengers of crirnes, punifli- 
ed them and revenged us fufBciently ? When their ge- 
ncrals laid down their arms, and furrendered, did they 
not do this in the hopes of having their lives fpared? 
And, if we put them to death, will it be poffible for us 
to avoid the juft reproach of our having violated the 
law of nations, and difhonoured our viftory by an un- 
heard-of cruelty? How!- will you fuffer your glory 
to be thus fullied in the face of the whole world : and 
have it faid, that a nation, who firft dedicated a temple 
in their city to 'clemency, had not found any in yours? 
Surely vi«ories and triumph do not give imniortal 
glory to a city; but the exercifing mercjr towards a 
vanquiflied enemy, the ufing moderation in the greateft 
frofperity, and fearing to offend the gods by a haughty 
and infolent pride. You doubtlefs havd not fojrgot,that 
this Nicias, whofc fate you are going to pronounce, was 
the very man who pleaded your caufe in the aflembly 
of the Athenians ; and employed all his credit, and the 
whole power of hii eloquence, to difluade his country 
from embarking in this war. Should you therefore 
pronounce' fentence of death on this worthy general, 
would it be a juft reward for the zeal he mowed for 
your intereft ? with regard to my felf,death would bcle^ 
grievous to me, than the fight of fo horrid an injuftice, 
committed by my couiitr)'men and fellow citizens. 

The people leemed moved to compaffion at this 
fpeech, efpecially, as, when this venerable old man firft 
afcended, they expefted to hear him cry aloud for ven- 
geance on thofe who had brought all his calamities 
upon him, inftead of fuing for their pardon. But the 
enemies of the, . Athenians having expatiated, witn 
vehemencei on the unheard-of cruelties which their 

I republic 
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republic had exercifed on feveral cities belonging to 
their eoemies, and even to their ancient allies; the in* 
vetenicy which their commanders had fliown againft 
Syracufe, and the evils they would have made it fufier 
had they been vidorious ; the afHi£i:ions and groans of 
infinite numbers of Syracufans, who bewailed the death 
of their children and near relations, whofe manes could 
be appeafed no other way than by the blood of theif 
murderers: on thefe reprefentations, the people re- 
turned to their fanguinary refolution, ana followed 
Diocles's advice in eveiry refpeft. Gylippus ufed his 
utmoft endeavours, but in vain, to have Nicias and De- 
mofthenes given up to him (efpecially as he had taken 
them) in order for him to carry them to Lacedsemon* 
But his demand was rejefled with a haughty fcorn, 
and the two genefals were put to death. 

All wife and compaflioiiate men could not forbear 
&eddingtears for the tragical fate of two fuch illuftrious 
perfonages; and particularly for Nicias, who, of all men 
of ^s time, feemcd leaft to merit fo ignominious and un- 
timely an end* When people recollefted the fpeeches 
*nd remonftrances he had made to prevent this war ; 
*nd, on the other iidc, when they confidered how high a 
^^d he had always retained for things relating to re- 
%ion; the ereateft part of them were tempted to ex- 
claim againft Providence, in feeing that a man^ who had 
<v€r fliown the highc ft reverence for the gwS, and had 
always exerted himfelf to the utmoft for their honoia- 
*^d worihip, Ihould be fo ill rewarded by them, and meet 
^ith no other fate than the moft abandoned wrctchesV 
^ut it is no wonder, that the calamities of good men 
ftould infpiro the heathens with fuch thoughts, and 
^2ke them murmur and defpond ; iince they djd not 
*now the holinefs -of the Divine Being, nor the cor- 
^ption of human nature. 

The prifoners were ihut up in the mines (prifons of 
»Pacu/iJ where, crouded one upon the other, they fufi- 
^cred incredible torments for eight months. Here they 
^ere for ever expofed to the inclemencies of the wea- 
^J^«t; fcorched, in the day-time, by the burning rays of 
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the ftih, or frozen, in the night, by the colds of autuimi^ 
poifbneci by theftench.of their owaexcrements, fay the 
<:<ircafes'of thofewho diedof their wounds and fickneCs; 
in line, worn-oat by hunger.asd thirft, fortheir-daily al« 
lowanceto each wis but a fmall,meafure of ^water, and 
two of meal. THofe who were taken out of this place 
two months after, iaorder to be fold as ^aves (many of 
whom werexitizens wlio had concealed their conditionj 
found a iefs rigorous fate. Their wiftlorD, their pa* 
iicnce, and. a certain air of probity and.inodcfty,'W€i« 
oi great advantiagetothcm; foFtheywesc foon reftofed 
to their liberty, or met with the kindefi and voeo& gene- 
rous trieatment from their jnaffiers. .Several of them evea 
owed the good' ufage they met -with to jEuripide», the 
finefl fcenes of whole tragedie&they repeated to the Sici* 
lian5, who were extremely fond of them ; fo that when 
tbey returned to theirowji CQunt]y,they went^andfibit- 
cd thatpoet as their deliverer; asia informedhim bfthe 
admirable efieflswrought^tn their favour by hisvcrfes. 
^The news of the defeat being carried to .Athens, 
the citizcnswould not believe it at firil ; and^were fo br 
from givii^gcredit to it, that thcyjfenteacsd that man to 
death who bad firft publilhed it. fiut^when it was con- 
firmed, all the Athenians w^ece feized with the utmoft 
-confi ernation ; and as if tbemf elves^bad not decteed the 
-war, they vented their rage and.xefentment againft the 
orators -who had pro?not«d -the enterprife, as wcllas 
againft the foothfayers, who, by their oracles, or fuppof- 
cd prodjgIes,had flattered them with the hopes of fucccfs. 
They haS never becno^duced to fo deplorable a condi- 
,-tion as. now, having neither horfe, foot, .money, galleys, 
nor mariners ; in a word, they were in the deepeft oe- 
, fpair, expefling every moment that the enemy, elate 
witli fo great a viftor)', and ilrenglhened by the xevok 
,of the allies, would come and invade Athens, both hy 
Tea and land, with all the forces of Pelqponnefus. Ci- 
cero had rcafon to obferve*, fpeaking of the battles in 

' Thucyd. 1. viii. p. ^51—553. FJuudcGarrulit. p. 509. 
♦ ffic primitm opes illius civitatis viSlat cmmnutrnt dtpr<Jfaauefunt: in i#f 
pmu Athemenfium notdlitatis^ imperii^ ^IgriK mufragivm JdUum cxiftiu^' 
Cxc.ViftftXN. 7. Hi 97. 


i!ie barlMHirof S/faeufe, that h was there thetroops.oC 
Ath^iKy 99 well as ^eir galleys, were ruined and iunk^ 
and tbat* in thb harbour^ tbepo%v%r and glory of th« 
Athenians were oHferabty (Mpwrecked*- 

The Athenians, howfeyer, did not fuffer themfelvesto 
be wholly dejis^d, hut refumed courage* They novr 
fefoived to raife money on all fides», and to import tim* 
her for building of Qiipsy in order to awe the AUies« and 

!articularly the inhabitants of the ifland of Eubcoifji 
'hey retrenched all fupei'fluous expences, and eftab- 
liflied anew oouncil of ^cient men, who were to weigh 
and examine all af&irs before they (hould be propofe4 
to the people* In^fine, they omitted nothing which might 
ke of feryiceia the prefent conjun6lure; the alarm 
which they were in, A^d.thetr common danger, obliffinf 
every indtvidual to be attentive to the neceffities ot thi 
fiate, and docile lo all advice that might pronoote it$ 
iatereft* 

The defeat of the army under Nicias was followed 
ly ihe taking of Athens* of which the ancient fori;a oi 
|ovemment was enairely changed by Ly lander* / j 

■ •'• f. ' ^ 

CHAP* .II* ►I 

Sect. I. Confequenas of the Defeat of the Athenian^ 
in Sicily. Revolt of the Allies. Alcibiades grozifs 
into great Power with Tiffapherne$. I 

• T^HE defeat of the Athenians before Syracufls 
X gave occa&on for great movements thfougfaotft 
all Greece^ The people, who had not yet joined cither 
fide, and waited to be determined by the event, relblved 
to declare agatnft them* The allies of the Lacedsemow 
^ians believed, that the time was come to deliver them 
for ever from the expences of a war which lay very 
heavy upon them, by the fpeedy and final ruin of Athens* 
Thole of- Ath«n», who followed them only out of c<AU 
ftraint, feeing nio appearance of any future refource for 

t A. M. 3^01. 'A*t J. €* 4«3* ThueyA. 1* viii. p. 559. 

that 
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t-ia^ republic, after the dreadful blow it had received, 
t'lougbt it beil to take the advantage of fo favourable a 
<onJHn£lure« for throwing oflFtheyokc of dependance,- 
and refuming their liberty. jDifpofitions oi this kind 
iifpired the Xacedaemonians with great views, which 
were fupportcd by the hopes they had conceived that 
their Sicilian allies would join them in the fpring with 
a naval army, augmented by the ruins of the Athenian 
fle^t. 

** In effcfl the people of Eubcea, Chio, and Lelbos, 
with feveral others,gave the Lacedaemonians to under- 
ftand,that they were ready to quit the party of the Athe- 
litans, if they would take them under their proteftion- 
At the fame time came deputies from Tiflaphernes and 
pharnabafus. The firft was governor of Lydia ^nd lo- 
nia, the other of the Helleipdnt. Hiofe viceroys of 
•Darius wanted neither appUcation nor zeal for the in- 
tercft of their mafter, Tiffaphernes, promifing the La- 
■cedaeitioniarfs all tbeneceffary expericesfdr their troops> 
5^refied them to ami dire31yi and to join him ; becaufe 
the Athenian fleet prevented him from levying the ufu^ 
contributions in his province; and had put it out of his 
power to remit thofc of preceding years to tiie king. 
He hoped befides, with that powerful aid, to get into 
his hands, with more eafe, a certain nobleman who had 
levolted, and whom he had the king's orders to fend to 
iim dead or alive. This was Amorges the baftard of 
"Piffuihna. Pharnabafas, at the fame time, demanded 
fhips to reduce the cities of the Hcllefpont from their 
»fubjei6Uon' to the Athenians; who alfo preventeibii* 
from levying the tributes of his government, 

'The L^cpdaemonians thought it proper to begin by 
.fati^fying Tiffaphernes ; and the credit of Alcifciade^ 
xonlributed very much to the taking that refolution. 
.Hft.efnbayrked with Chalcidaevis for Chio, which took 
jarp^s upo^ their arrival, and declared for the Lacedac- 
.inonians. Upon the news of this revolt the Athenians 
.Tcfolyed to X^e the ^ thoufand talents out of. the t^^^' 

• b Thucyd. !. viii. p. 555-^|5t. * '■ 
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fury, which had been dcpofited thex^ fropi thft begiiv^ 
niii of the war, after havmg repealed the dccrc© \irhich 
prohibited it, Miletus ?ilfo revolted foon after. Tifla- 
jphernes, having joined his troops with thofe of Sparta, 
attacked and took the city of laiuSy in which Amor^e3 
* had (hut hinifetf up, who was taken alive and fent lOr 
to Perfia. That governor gave a month's pay to the 
whole army, at a drachma, or ten pence, a day to eac^ 
foldier, pbfervizigr that he had orders to give them onr 
ly half that fum Tor the future. m 

* CalcidaKUs then made ^ treaty with Tiflaphernes* 
in the name of the Lacedaemonians, of which one of the 

Erincipal articles was, that alLthe country which had 
een fubjefl to the king or his predeceifors, fhould rer 
main in his hands. It was renewed fome time after by 
Theramenes» another general of the Lacedaemonians^ 
with fome fmall alterations. But when this treaty c^me 
jto be examined at Sparta, it was found, that tpo^great 
concefllons had been made to the king of P.eriia, in 
' giving up all the places held by himfelf or his ancf fr 
tors, which was to make him mailer of the greatefl part 
of Greece, TheflTaly, Locrisi and the whole country a( 
far as Bosotia, without mentioning the iflands; fi^Qni 
vrhence. the , Lacedaemonians would appear rather to 
)ave priflaved Greece, than. re-elUblifned itf Jibertyi 
Jt was therefore" neceffary to make further alterations 
jn it, with which Xiflaphernes and the other governor^ 
made great difficulties to comply. A new treaty waj 
however cp^icludedi as we fli^H fee in the fequel. ^ 
In the niefuj time, feveral, cities of Ionia declarc4 
Tor L^cedacmoh. to, which AJcibiades qontributed very 
inuch, Agis, ^wKo, wa^ already his efl^emy in effeft of 
th^ injury he had dope hiqj, could not fufFer the glojry 
He acquired: for nothing was done without the ad-t 
Vice of Alcibiades, and.i^ was. generally, faid, that tb^ 
fuccefs of all enterprifes w.as owing to him. The moft 
powerful ai;jd ambitiqus of the S|f2i^t^s,. from the fame 
fentin^ents of jealoufy, looked, ugon. him with aa evil, 

*Thucyd. 1. viii- p, 5^. , . , \ \UeimvOP^'6ti«— 571, 57>— 57^* 
[^ *- Idem* p. 5^7 — 5^ 9* Flut*. m Alcib. p. 164, 16 $• 
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-€ye, aitd^ af length By their mtr litres obliged the prin- 
cipal ftiaj^iflirates to fetieP orders into Ionia for pUttinflr 
him to 4eath. AleibiatJcs^, hrfng" fecretly atppnzed cflF 
i^is ordjer, did not difcontinue his fervices to the Lacc^• 
daemonians, but kept himfelf fo well u|K>n his gnard, 
that he avoided all the fnares which were laid for him. 

"For his better fecwrity he threw hintfelf into- the 
l^reteflion of Tiffaphcmcs, the great kttig's governor 
a* Sardis, and was not Itmg without feeing himfelf in 
the higheft degree of credit and authority m the court 
Af the Barbarian. For the Perfiato, who was full of 
fraud and artifice, a great friend to (naves and bad 
men, and fet no value upon fimpHcity and integrity^ 
infinitely admired, the fmooth addrefs of Alcibiades, 
the cafe with which he affumed all kiitd of manners 
and charafiers, and his great ability in the conduft of 
affairs* And indeed there was no heart fo hard, or t6m« 
per to uptraElable, as to hold out a]^ainft the graces and 
charms of his converfation and intimacy. Even thofe 
whofearedand envied him moft, enchanted, in a man* 
ner, by his affable air and engaging behaviouT/ could 
tivi diffemble the infinite fati^htfifon they f eft in feeing 
and cortverfing wiili httt^. . , w . . 

Tiflapher^cs fli^tfdre,ilrotirfrothcrwifeve)ryhantf^^ 
ty and b^uta!, and who, of aH tht Feifianl; hated me 
UredLi moS-, Was fomutrh taken with the compkcetiey^ 
and infinuations of Alcibiades, that he gave faittfdf 
wholly up to hiitr, and ibtterfrd him' more than he waS 
flattered hy him : infomtrch that he gave the name of 
Alcibiades tO the fineft and mofl delightful 6f his gar. 
deA^, as well from the abundance of its fountains and 
canals, and thfc verdure of its groves, aa the furprifing 
beauty of its retreats and folitudes, which aft and na-* 
ture feemed to vie in embellifhing, and wberein« more 
thtttt royal magnificence was difplayed. 

Alcibiades, who found there was no longer any fafety 
for him in thejiarty ^f the Spartans^ aAd who always 
ikpprdbended the refentitient ot Agis, be^^Yi t6 do theni 
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fU i^es with Tiffapbemes, to prevent his aiding them 
with ail his forces, and ruining Hhe Athenians entirely. 
He had no difficulty in bringii^ the Periian into his 
yicwSf which was conformable to his mailer's interefts, 
ind ta the orders he had received from, him • , For after 
tbefamovs treaty concluded under Ciraon» the kings ' 
of Perfiai liot daring to ifctack the Greeks with open 
force, took other meafures t^o ruin them* They en*, 
deavoored underhand to excite divifions arhonffft them^ 
and to fbmem troubles by coniiderable fums of money, 
which they found means lo convey fometlmes to 
AthttBS, apa iometimes to.Sparta* They, applied tHenu 
felves fo fuccefsfttity to keep up a balance of powpr he*- 
tw6en tfaofe two republtes,tW the otse could never en- 
tirdy ledttce the other* They gnmied them only flight 
sids, that covld efScA nothing decifive, in order to un^* 
dermine them infenfibly^ and exhaufl both parties gra^ 
dnaHy, iy weafcening tlbbm upcoi one another. 

It is in this kind of ,coadiU:i that policy makes tho 
ability of ikiiniAers coniifl ; who from the recefs of their 
cabtaets« without noifie «r emotion, without any ^reat 
cxpencesyor £tsting nomferous^arriiieson foot, efiied she 
^uftioU' of the ftates whofe power gives tIxenLum« 
btigB^ eithcir by fowing domekic. divtiiQaQO amongfl 
flieni.or by promoting tkejeatoufy of their nsjgfabourst 
in erfer u> fat them at variance wilh each oiher* 

We miiooirfefs, however, thdMm kindof ]iolit:y 
gives tts no very favourable idea of the kings of rerfia* 
Ta reduce* themfelviea, powerfwl^s they were, to fuch 
ntaa^ ofafcure, and iniiwd mR:aCuffe&^ was to confefs 
dieir weaknebi a»d hovr anafak thiy believed them« 
felves lo attack their eneimes With open force, and to 
ndatt them bv bononrablf meaa». Befixies, . does it 
coniift with juftice to employ fuch methods in regard 
to people* againd whom there is no foundation of com« 
plaint, who live in peace under the faith of treaties, and 
whofe fole crime is the apprchenfion of their being one 
^y in a condition to do hurt ? And it is lawful by 
fecret corruptions to enfnare the fidelity of fubje£^s, 
. ' r 5 and 
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:and to be the accompiice of their treafons, by putting 
arms into their hands againil their native country? 

What glor)^ and renown would not the kings of 
Perfia have acquired, if content with the vaft and rich 
dominions, which Providence had given than, tbey 
had applied their good offices, power* and even tte^^ 
fures, to conciliate the neighbouring people with each 
other, to remove their jealoufies, to prevent imjuilice 
and opprellion ; and if, feared and honoured by them 
all, they had made themfelves the mediators of their 
differences, the fecurity of their peace, and the guaran- 
tee of their treaties? Can any conquell^ however 
great,' be compared with fuch glory? 

Tiflaphemes a&ed upon other pruiciples, and had no 
thought but of preventing the Greeks trom being in a 
condition to attack the Perfians, thetr common enemy* 
He entered freely therefore into the views of Alcibi*^ 
ades, and at the fame time that he declared himfelf 
openly for the Lacedaemonians, did not fail to afli^ the 
Athenians underhand, and by a thoufand fecret me- 
thods; 'deferring the payment of the Lacedaemonian 
fleet!,' ahd retaraing the arrival of thePhflcmcian (hips, 
' of which he had lon§ kept them in hopes* He omitted 
noioccafion of givmg Aicibtades new marks of his 
friendflrip and efteem, which rendered that general 
equally iConfiderable to both parties. The Athenians^ 
who had ladly experienced the eflfefis of having drawn 
his anger upon them, were not now to repent their 
paiBng: fentence of condemnation upon him* Alci^ 
biades alfo on his fide, who was extremely forry to fee 
the Athenians in fo mournful, a fitoation, began to fear 
thalt the city of Athens being entirely ruined, he might 
fall into, the hands of theSpartans» who mortally hated 
him* * ^_ 
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Sect* II. TAt.RgtuffniofkHoMades J0 At\ens mg^ 
:. dttted^Ufan CcMiiiM isf.^fiablifliing ike urificcrdm 
• /tW, inJke Ro^m pf tke ikmciraiiad, Gavernmcnt^ 
> Tifap&ernes candudts^a mw Tridty^wUh the Lacc^ 
I iktmomatUm /.);..% > ' • . 

/> nPHE AChef^ian^ Wyexe jn^e^t [1|M3^ i^othing fo mucli 

. * JL a« S<^o% ^^leiFejhQy. I^^l xfieir-fprcies. Froq^ 

%nc^ fWithr their jQeet tJiey,fQ4Madi^^l the /ciups thjjt 

bad ab^ii^^^^ A^PP mt^4^ ^^ii" Q^^^eqce; k^ptxhp 

T^ii^ their 4^W,f# ^df(OTn4 thcmfelvcs ^ijl ina<?on- 

dition to lua^e bead ag^nft their enemies, over !|irboifi 

the}^ had pbtained^ipyf ^^^ advaatagjss. , QuVthey werp 

4ifra^d of Tiirapb^][pe<» ^d^he hun<kc|d.aod 3^ty.PhcBH 

iuciau.fh5)f whic^^ J^mrly efcpe^dj a^ jkhtly p^;- 

:£dypi,t^ii{<^ig9yfffi\il^,ii^ Xi^ ^ft«ny, 

.there W4^ pfh ipng^^.any fa^ety for their city, A'^i^^r 

ades, whp \i^s well infqrmed of allthat^pafledaipong{t 

. the- Atheni^ans, feiit ^eci^etly tq^the principal of the;n at 

_Samos, to found the|r/enti|Qe;Us, and to let them^k.now 

ethathe.Mra$ ^Qt ivprfe tq rpturnipgtq Atheps^^pr^vid^d 

Jii^ jidmx^i^T^k^n of. the vepublic VfjFe-pfit iiiitpithe 

l«fnd^4^ th^ great ffid powef fu), ani\aot,lef(,|o th^po- 

j)ulacie, .who had expelled j&inu ^ome o£ tj^^ pi^ncip^I 

officers Went from ^in.os, w^th defign tp concert v^it^ 

.him the proper meafures for the fuccefs of that under- 

. taking* He prpmifed jtp procure the Athenians not on ly 

the favoifr of Ti/T^her^nes, buto^the king}u{nfe)^«uj)(Ui 

. condition the^ wipqld aholiP) tJbe dempcr^y .^r p^U;l4r 

fovernmpntj becauf^ the {cinj^ would plapemi^se cpji;^- 
. dence in.^he engagements oi the .^p^ility, than ppo^ 
ihofe of'tlie iaconAant.and capricious.njiultitude. ^ * 
The depu^cs.lent a wiUing eaf to thefe.propofal^, ai|d 
^conceived great hopes of diichargi^g jthemfelves froip 
.part of the public iippofitions, bfcau^ b^ng the.riqheil 
of the' peoj^le, thp biuden lay l^eayieft uppijL th^m, ai^i 
,of ipafLing thek country ^'iuiD^nafter^^viQgpQjpr^^fTed 

themfelves 
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tbemfelves of the government. At their retam, thejr 
hegaa by brkiging ov^e^Jilichaa^^rt liaoiLbEroper to 
Aarein theii 4efigii: after: winch they caiifi^a«fiort 
lo be % read aanor^ft ihe leooptt that (heiuttg wasan* 
cUned to declare in favoor of the Adieniana, xt^o^ti aon« 
dition that Alcibiades was reinftated, and the ptspuiar 
government aboliflied. That jpropofal fuiprifed tbe (ol- 
diers, and was generalfy^ rejected at firil; bat ^ charm 
^f gain, and the hope of a cha^geto ih^ir adrantage, 
Hbon foftened what Vaa harfli and (hoekiiM^ hx it, and 
=«ven made them a«idently defire the fecal ofAIcibiades. 
- l^hryniciH,eneoiHheirgeneri4r,ri^ly)t2dgin|^(hat 
Alcibiades affeA^ an oKgarcfhy tio merethan be didihe 
Hle^ocra^y* <nd th^ in ^Sidr^^'^iefb&pit^s condnfi, 
-he had no- other vie# than to acqiiiSe die favonr aird 
cdtifidenfe of theltobilitv for M$ OwttTe-^llablifiimeni, 
^t((t the boldner»to^e>p{^otelthetr tiefoltttioafi* w*hich weit 
about to t^e ptate. ^ HeTeprefented, tfaittbe change 
they meditated might very prdb^bly excite a civil war 
to the rnin of tbe ftatf; that it was very unfikely that the 
fcing of Perfia wouid^prefer the alliance of the Atheni- 
ans to that of the Spartans^^ frivthmpreidvant^i^eoiis 
to hkn ; thtt tbil ehange wonM mt retail the idhei iii 
-their daly^ nor6Hhjg;Overthp(b^wSd had itnonttced it, 
• whO' WQiiM perfill m i>i*rfetri«g^tbdr Hberty^; -that the 
government of a fmall^ ntipiber of Tich And porwerfiil 
^jpcrfons wx>ttld not be rtiore favourable to either the citi- 
zens 0|r alHes, than that of theipeople, becaufe ambition 
' wai tK<^ gi^eat tfetuTe of ail itiisfortune^ in a repbblic, and 
ifhe ifeh' wtife the fole Jw^moters ofalf ttxmWes for the 
-^ggrkMHkt^k^^hHnt^Wt^; iSiat a fti^fltiftred more 
ej^dliiJns' and violences uttdet the rule of'tbe nobi- 
lity,<than that of the people, "whofe authority *ept the 
lormer w|thin due bounos, attd^ras the afylum oi fuch 
as they defited t^ opprefs ; tbttt Ae allies were too wdl 
acquainted i^ith the& trlitha from their own e^peri- 
*«noe.' eo wanit any leflbns upon thte fubjdft. 
' T4efe rcmonflfrahces, as wife a^ they were; had »b 
Pifander ^msii^ fent to« Atfaens with foibe ^the 
'3 fafflc 
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f^me fafiion, to propofe the r^am of^Alcibia je^; th^ 
aiKance of Hfiaphemes, and tbe adiolkion of the demo- 
cracy. They reprtfcnted, that by changing the govern- 
ment, andtecalling Alcibiadesy Athen« might obtain a 
powerful aid from the kingof Perfia^ which would be a 
certain means to triumph over Sparta^ Upon this pro- 
f ofal great numben exclaimed a^ainft it^and efpeciallV 
the enemies of Atcibiades. They alleged amongft other 
reafods^ the imprecations pronounced by the priefts, 
and aU the orders 6( religion^ againft him* and even 
againft fuch as ibouid propofe to recal him. But Pi. 
fantor, advancing into, the midft of the aflembly, de<- 
man^d, whcriier tbey knew any other means to fave 
the tqiublit in the diqyiorable condition to which it was 
reduced: and as iiiKsu} adntltt^ there were none, be 
added, that the prefetVation of the ftate was the ouet. 
tion, and not the amhority of tht law^, whieh might be 
provided fdr indifcfequei; but atnrefeiif there was fto 
other method for the attainment ofthe king's friendlhip 
and tfaarof Tiflaphetnei. Thou^ this cteutg^ Wa^vefy 
offimfive to the people, they g^ve their tonfent to it at 
length, with the hope of nf-eftablifhingthe democracy 
intime^ as Pilander had proipifed; and they decreed 
that he fliotild*^ with ientkoi«^<^uties to^ t^t with 
Afeibtadea UMrTifiaphefnes, anii that in the mean time 
Phynicus flKndd be recalled, and another general ^ap* 
pointed to command the fleet in-his 4kead. - 

Thfi deputies did not find Tiffiiphernes in fo jPood a 
difpdfitton- as they had been ma^e to hope. He was 
afrsid o(t)ie LaeedAfHomans; but^did not oare to render 
the Athenians too powerful. It was his policy, by the 
advice of Alcibiades, to leave the twapartics always at 
war, in Wder to we^cn and con fume them byeacV 
other. He therefore made great difficulties. He de- 
mandied at firft, that the Athenians fllould abandon all 
Ionia to him, an4 afterwards infiiled upon their adding 
the neighbouring iilands. Tbofe demands beiii^'com* 
piled' with, be mrther required, in a third interview, 
permiffioA tb fitdfut a flee#>andt^ aruife in the Greoian 

feas ; 
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celebrated treaty concluded with Art4Jtprxes. The 
deputies thereupon brqK-e up the,CQJlIere9Jfes•wUhlil- 
dignat4ol^, and perceived that Alcibiades had'impdfed 

upon them. . ' ^^ J.^ .i!x> » , ;:- 

Tiffapl?ern?s without lofs of timejc6riclu4e4 a new 

,'treaty with tHq . Lacedaeiaonians ;, iji^ yytuch^lwliajt had 

.dilpleafed }n thei^o^prec^drngltf 

The article, wliichyl^tdea td^ef^a'tH^ pomi^fies in ge^ 

neral, that ha^ been in the a6luaJj)offeffioii^ of the reign^ 

ing king Danufi^.or.his predeicef&jrs,,was lingiite^ to the 

jpfoviiices of Afia. The king,ei;igag4d^o defray.^lex- 

,pencc5 of the I<acedaemonianileet^.ap9jQ'thp tdoj^^ and 

„in the condiuoh it then yajs,. till th^ ?ffiv?il pf 4^i ^ 

Perfia; fift.cjr whjc^ they wpfp,to fujpyoxt ft theI^|eJ^^^^^^ 

unlefs they fbguld chobfe that the k^M Ihguldjpay.it, to 

Tbe reimburfed aft'ef thij conclufibn^orthe; war# it was 

further, agreed, that tney (hovild un^te t|iejr fqrcei and 

continue the war. (k maKe peace, l)y.c6mmoa cbnfent. 

Tiffaphernf^'s, to.ke.ep hi^ proinife, {ipht;for tji^ fleet of 

Phoenicia. This treaty was ip^de xii the eleventh year 

.pf Darius, ^d^he twentieth of the Pdpponiiefiapwar, 

. ' Vfirnnuni having. k<€n Vi^edinjourJk^miri^d PdrfonSy 
. ihey abufe ii tyrannicaHy% ^nd are d^qfcd. Aki* 

blades is recaUed. After paribus A^xtdtnts^ A^d 
i Jever&l €{fnfid^table Vi^rics^ he returns in Triumph 

to Aihe^s^ and is afpoif^edfii^iiri^Uffim. He cmjes 
. lihe^reat MyfiisrUf Mhe (fikh0kd^a9d dfipants wA 

fhe EleeU • . > . »..:-,•• .»-.''• 

F IpISANDER, at* his return to' Athens; found the 
X^ change he had propofed at his fetting put rmc^ 
forwarded, io which he put the jiaft hand^foon after. 
To give a form to this new government, lie caufed tea 
commiflaries with albfolute power to \y% appointed, who 
'were howe(Ver,al a certaiii" fixed time to give the Pjcople 

ati 
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an accaont of what they had done. At the expira^oi) 
of that term, the general afTembly was /ommoned, 
wherein their firft refolution was, that every one fliould 
he admitted to make fuch proposals as he thought fit« 
without being liable to any, accufatiqa of infriiiging.thf 
law, or confequential penalty. It was afterwards de« 
creed, that a new council ihould be formed^ witb ful| 
power to adpiinifter the publio affairs, and tp ele£l new 
magiilrates. For this purpq(e five prefidents iff ere efiaf^ 
bli&ed^ who nominated a huv^ar^a perfons, including 
themfelves* Each of thefe chofe and aflbciated ^bree 
more at his own pleafure, which made in all four himr 
dred, in whom an abfoiute power was lodged. But to 
amufe the people, and cop,fqle them with a Piadow of 
popular government, whilfl: they.inftituted a real blj» 
garchy, it was faid that the four .hundred ihould caTl a 
coancit of five thoufand citizens, to aflift them wheii 
they fliould judge it neceffary. The council and aflem* 
blies of the people were held as ufual i nothing was done 
however, but by order oflihe four hundred. The people 
of Athens were deprived in this manner of their liberty^ 
.wlpch they had enjoyed almoft a hundred years« after 
having aboliflied the tyranny, of the^ PiMr^ides. 

This decree being paffed wifhaut onpofition, after 
the reparation of the ailembly >,tbe four hundred, armec| 
with daggers, and attended by a hundred and twenty 
}[oung mep, whom they made ufe of when any execu« 
tion required it, entered the fenate, and compelled the 
Senators to retire, aft^r haVipgjpaid them the ^arrears diiq 
upon their appointment^ • - . T^ey el^ed new n^^gifi 
trates out of their own body» obfervin^ the ufual cere-t 
monies upon fuch occafions* They did not think pro* 
per to recal thofe who were baniflied^ left they fliouId 
authorife the return of Alcibiades, wbofe uncontroU 
lable fpirit they apprehended, and who would foon have 
inade himfelf mailer* of the people^ Abufing their 
power in a tyrannical manner, fome they put to death, 
others they banifhed, confifcating their eftates with im* 
punity;- Ml Vho Ventured to oppofe this c&ange, br 
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^vch to compliin of it, wertftiitchered upon falfe prt* 
fexts; and thoFe would have met with a l^ad reception, 
Vrho demanded J ufticc of the murderers. The four 
fiiintlred, foon after their eftahliihment, fetit ten depa«- 
ties to Samos for the army's cofteurrencetoit. 
; ^ AH that had paffed at Athens was already known 
there* atid the news had enraged the faifors lathe higheft 
<ftcgtee: 'They depofed immediatdy feveral of their 
rhiefe, v/Mm they fufoefted, and pnt other* into theit 
jpfaces, of tirltom Thralyius uid Thrafy bulus^ were the 
printhmUaEnd in higheft eredtt. Akihiades was recall* 
led and jphofen generaKf&itio by the whole army, which 
j^kfired to fail oire£lIy for the Kra^us, to attack the ty^. 
lants : but fit oppofed it, rep^efenting that it was necef* 
fary be fliotdd mn ha^e an rnterview withTiflaphernesii 
'ilnd that a$ they had c6t>ren hha general/ they might 
rely upon him for the care of the war. He fet 0iit im* 
tnediately for Miletm* Kts principal defig;n wafr to 
fiiow himfelf to that governor with aU the power he had 
been invefted, arnd to let him fee that he was in a con« 
dition to do bim much good or much hs^nn. The con* 
fequence of wl^ch was', that as he had kepi the Ath^* 
nians in awe bf Tiilaphierties, he now awed TtfEiphei^ 
hes no lefs by the Atn^nian^; and we (hdt fee in the 
fequel that this interview was not unneeeflafyk 

Alcibiades, upon hi^ ret^im to Samos, found the armf 
more inflamed thatn at firft. The d^tities of the four 
hundred arrivied there daring his ab^iice, ahd had en* 
deavouredirivarn to juftify the afteralionmade lu Alliens 
fo the foTdiery. Thefirdifcoutfesf, whieh wei^eic»fteRtfi^ 
f ernipted by ' tiamukubqs erie«, fcrved ottly t6 exafpe* 
rate Aem jn^rc, ^ni they carneftly demanded ttf beled 
againft the tyrants direftfy. Akribiades did not aft on 
this occalion as every body elf^ would have done, 
in cottfeqaence<rf having been raifed to fo high a dig* 
nity bv the favour of the people : for he did not think 
himfelf obliged to an abfolutt and implicit coinflH^ 
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smce with tbem in every thing, though, froth an exile 
ani a fugitive, they had made him getieral of fo greW* k 
fleet, and fo fiumerous and formidable ah army : bof, 
as a ftatefman and great poKtician, he believed it his 
duty to t)ppofe the blind fury that hurried them on int6' 
evident danger, and to prevent them from committing 
a fauk, which muft have been attended with iheir utter 
ruin. This wife fteadinefs prefcrvcd the city of Athens* 
For had they failed thither at lirft, the enemy had mad* 
themfelves matters of Ionia, the Hdlefpbnt^ and all (h^ 
iflands without refiftance ; whilft the Athenians, by 
canying the war into their own city, would have ex- 
haufted th^ir whole forces againft one another, Hfe 
prevented the deputies from heing ill treated, and dif- 
mifled them ; faying, that he did not objeft to the five 
thouflmd citizens having the fupretne authority in -the 
repubUe, bat that it Was neceffanr to d^ofe the fimr 
hundred, and to re-eflablifli tlie miate. 

• Whilft thii paffed, the Hicenician leet, whiilh th^ 
Latcedjbmonians impsrtiently (;xpe3ed, approac;hex!, s^d 
an<f news came that it was arrived at * Alpendus. Tif- 
faphemes went to meet it ; nobody being able to di» 
^tfteahe cairfe of that jt)utncy. He faadtfttlt fir that 
Beet at firft to (tattertbe Laceebemonians with the hopes 
ofi powerful sdd, and to put a flop to their progrefi^t 
by making them wait its arrival. It w» believed that 
his journey had the fame motive ; to prevent their 
doing any thingin his abfence^ and that their foldieri 
and mariiiers mi^ht diiband for want of psv. How- 
ever it was, he did not bring the fleet with niih, froni 
the view, no d6ubt,of k^ing the balance equal, which 
was the king of PcrtiiS mtereft, and to exnaufl both 
iwrties, by the lerig£h x>f the wan Por it hicA b^eh 
very eafy to have put an end to. it by the afflftanfct oflf 
this additional fleet, as the Latedaetnoniahs alone were 
already asftrong at fea as the Athenians. His friVoloui 
excufc, of its not beiM complete, foV not bringing ft 
vitb him. fuffipitotly ^ws t^t ho hd4.Qtj[Ler.iea^ns 
for his condu^*. • ^ "; • ». . .; « "t i 

« Thucyd. 1. vOp. 6^» 6Qi» ^ ^* Atit^'of Paaipbylia. 

The 
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. * The return of thf depmUs witjiput fuccef», who 
)iad been fent to Samos, and th^ answer of Alcibiades« 
excited new troubles- in the city, and gave a morul 
wound. to the authority of the four hundred. The tu- 
jnuft increafed exceedingly^ when news was brought, 
that the enemy» after haying beat the fleet, fent by the 
lour hundred to the aid of Eubcea, had made, them- 
felves i^afUrs of the ifland. Athens was in the higheil 
Jterrorand conflernation upon thi^ accoviot. .For neir 
ihcr the defeat of Sicily, nor any other preceding itj 
Wiere fo conliderable as the lofs of this iiland, from 
.whence the city received confiderable fupplies, andal- 
jDoft all i?ts pravifions. If in the confufion, in which 
.Athens was at that time between two faflions, tKe vic« 
lorio.us fleet ha4 fallen juppn the pqrt, as.it might have 
4oney the army of Samos would have been indifp^iif** 
^ly obliged to hz^ve fldwij tp the^^en^e of their coun* 
try : and thdn the repLubl^c ,wo.old hav;e had' qp^y thp 
4^ity. of 'Athens remaininfiK of all its dominions; For 
the Hellefpont, Ionia, and all t,he iflands, feeing.th€m- 
felves abandoned, woiild haye been reduced, to take 
jjarty, and go over to the. Peloppn^neiians. BMt the 
inenjiy, werp not capable. of ifi^qi gfeat defigns ; and 
^Kis was^ not^tjjq fi^ft tim§ the tjacedse^noniafishad 
been obferval.^jo. haye loJ\ thp^uf^ advantages^ by tb^ 
JDowhefs and 'protfaftion nlituraltomeni.^ 

Athens without delay depafed the four hundred, a$ 
authois of allihe troubles and divifians u^der which 
they groaiicd. . Alcibiades was recalled by unanimous 
cp^fent, and i^cucftly folicitc4 to* {nakc all p9flSW^ 
liafte jto the. amftancCjOf the [oily- ^^ judging,, that it 
ie re^ufned immediately; to Athfi»f» t^ Clxould owe his 
i:ecal io the coinpa£(ici;p a,nd iiyo^^ of the people, be re* 
J[oIyed to;ren^er, his- return glorious. and, triumpliafltf 
Ai|id tp deferve it by fome confiderablQ exploit/ ' for 
this pufpofQ, leaving Samos with a fm^li; member pi 
/hips, he^cruil^d .abouf tjhe iflani.pf Cos ^n4,Cii^dosf 

• tlmcyd. U^ih-^: 607-^^1^. Plat.4n'AJcib. p. V^e-fciidi P^^' 
p. t7i| 171, ft 175-— \77, & 189— 191. .,.;; r.' '^^^ ' 


PERSIANS AKD GRECIANS. 10^ 

and bar'mg learned that Mindarus,the Spartan admiral^ 
vras failed to the Hellefpont wtth his whole fleet, and 
that the Athenians 'were in pt&rfiiit of htm* he fteered 
that way with the utmoft diligence to fupport them; 
and arrived happily with his eighteen veflels, at the time 
the fleets were engaged near Abydos in a battle, which 
lafted till night, without any advantage on eitber fide. 
His arrival gave the Spartans new courage at firft, who 
believed him ftill their friend, and difpirited the Athe^ 
nians. Bat Alcibiades, hanging out the Athenian fla^ 
in the admirars galley, fell upon the Lacedsemoniansv 
who were ftrongeft, and purfued the Athenians, put 
them to flight, drove them afliore ; and, animated by 
his fuccels, ftink their veflels, and made a great 
flau^hter of the foldiers, who had thrown themfelves 
into the Tea to fave themfelves by fwimming, though 
Phamabafus fpared no pains to affift them, and had adi 
vanded atr the head of his troops to the coaft, jto favour 
their flight, and to fave their ihips. The Athenians; 
after having taken thirty of their galleys, and retaken 
ihofcthey had loft', ereHed a trophy. 

Alcibiades, vain of his fucceis, had the ambition t6 
^eGre to'appeir before Tiflaphernes in his triumphant 
equipage, and to make him'rich prefents, as well in hu 
owB^ as in the name of the people of Athens^ He «ren| 
to him therefore with a magnificent retinue, woitfay pf 
ihegeneral of Athens. But he did not meet with the fa^ 
vourable reception he expe£led, For TiflapfaemeSt wh* 
knew he was accufed by the Lacedaemonians, and fearu 
ed that the king would punifli him at length for notfaa^ 
ing executed his orders, found Alcibiades's pnefentiiMr 
himfelf very opportune, and caufed him to befeizediM 
fent prifoner to Sardis ; to flidter himfelf by. that injuL 
tice a^ii^ft the reprefentations of the Lacedaemoaiana. 
Thirty days after Alcibiades, having found means to 
get ahorfe, efcaped from his guards and fled to Claza- 
n)ena« where; to, revenge himfelf on Tiflaphernes, life 
gave out that he bad fet him at Jiber^.. From ClaaiK- 
inena he repaired to/^he Athenian flect^iwfaece he Iwas 
joiaed bfTmramefie? with twimifflnpsltiMnMaoodo- 
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nia, atid byTbrafybiilii^ With twenty more boniThaSoT, 
He failed froi^ tbeaoe tm Parium in lh€ Hropoiuk* AU 
ihofe ibipSy to the aiidifter of feupfoote astd fix* being^ 
come thitber, he left llun plac(e in the night, and arrived 
the next morniiig at Proconnefus, a fundi ille near C)r« 
Hicum. He heard there that Mindarus^ was at Cyzi* 
f um, with Parnabafua and his land. army. He refied 
tbat wholedw at ProconnefuSr On the morrow he ha. 
jraneued his (oldiers^ md reprefented to then! the ne« 
ceffity there wa^ lor attacking the eneiny by fea and 
laody and for making themfelves matters of Qjzicum ; 
demonfljrating, at the fame time, that without a com* 
plete and abfolute vi£lory, they could have neither pro* 
vifioni nor money. He had taken ^eat caure that the 
enemy Qnb^jAd not be apprized of lus^ approach. By 
tfood fortune for hira, a great ftorm of lamandtliun- 
a&c^ followed by a thick gloom,lieIped hinr toeonceal 
fats enterprife £o fuccefsfully, that not only tke toemj 
wefe prevented from pereeiiFing^thathe^ advanced, but 
t}ie Atheiiians themfelvet, whom be b»d caiffed to em- 
bark with precipitatk^, did not know tbat he lot 
memhti anchor and pat to fiea. 
: Wfaeik the gloom was diCperfed, tbe iMvcAmmotMfi 
fiefet a^^f^att^ exerodfin^, at. fome diftaftoe \30dbfte th« 
fOKU Alcifbiatd^s, wbo aptprehended that' tUe ^eoemyi 
Upoeud»&£^ of fo great a number of ibfp«, would mit 
4iDeltobour, offderoi the captains to keep backa tittle, 
«M t0 foUdw him dt a good diftance ; and taking on\^ 
iogty v«Qeb»be advanced towards the enemy, to offer 
thflii battle. Tbeenonyt deceived by this ilr^tag^* 
fmd de^tfing his fmsdl nmnber, advanced againfi^ m^'if 
iMd'bqian^tfae fight. But when they faw the reft of tlie 
i^moianflefet comeupv tkey immediately loft courage* 
and. fled* Alcibiadea^ with twenty of his b^ftftipSt 
<|ntffcted them to the iheire» landed, and kiHedagr^at 

»inaberofthem in the flight. MindarasandPbaraaba- 
'Asojrfm&dUsefprtsinvain; tfaefirft^whofottghtwitfa 

afioiiilfaing valoQir, he UUed^and put >th^ Mher U> ffigb^* 
. T:faejfttfani«tM^by thisiviGloiy;w4iieh fiMde them ma- 
ftteMf ihife^iJD^^li&anaiv ipoilfi^4md wltole Bfid of the 


caaiif ^faeM» the tadcing of^Cy sicum, not only |iofle;fiV 
£dithcQiietv«$ af tbe mllefpo^t* iiut drove nhe Spar*. 
UiOftntiiBA^ «ac iof liwt fea* i Ltttrrs were iatencepted^ 
ij»vwi}Ctb,t]^ loMter, inth a. omkciieiiefs uoly lecofiic^ 
ftdvifiaibtike £f>hori«f tlieUoir ih^ &ail «eceiveA ia 
»tcflBi$iher:^s«ffBfi': ^ TlHelleiw^^ of yoiMr aiviy k vul 
oSi UmAami's i& dead^ the cefi: el me tre(q)s an iy^ 
ing^bhj^wagart and ve.iftkher.Iinov wiiat to dq^ 
4ior what will become of us." 

AJhrmJMii Afpt cafa<totpafiep4o it^e Sp^iatami. ^''Hii^ 
difpaiidved i iiali fcfliaois immediatBl^ta danaand, tliaifratt 
•eaditouUdiitt poi lo.a^waPejnnKy ddbsaftive cq botk 
fieepiSfjaWiiiurd paacMkouldbe ooneluded iqunt'iea- 
fcnable eepJitieas» £fnr the re-efta^UHiipsnt of f heiraifi. 
cient CQMBdr A andju^i^ of ifSli^ "ttep iiad ior niativ 
yemauavitnqed^heiiafaiUB^ The vrtfeAant 

<gH>lb.]iiipdpuBr<eEitk».dtiseiftro£ ikthena were imanp. 
«ie(ri^«i4Hpix«m, thatki^priopeptatake the advant* 

3}mt%x^msaaabVQ a cbcyunfirare for thexxniclodBng 
a:ti?Katy' which anightfxtttan^eiHltovaUjealoufies, ap^ 
fcaft; all jaain^fitiea^ and remove ail oifiriifts. ^Bue 
•t)ioGe,.wb»f(Muid theiv advantage in the trouble& of the 
dbeej|>ii0viencadi tke goad effem of that di^pofitk)h« 
^Ciiopboii, amomipft ediers^ the laaft^r^MMd orator ait 
diacstmev aaiiufiwtiiepfeoptofaroin ibetriiKaial of *faa^ 
fingttea, try a viol«M and (editious diicoorfe, i^fhiirat* 
ing, that i4^eir interefts were^betrayed by a fecret imel* 
ligeaee witit the Latcdaemoaiana, whidi aimed at da- 
prmngitbeni of all the advantages of tbe'impartant vicu 
toiy they had gained) and at making them ki£e for ever 
the<q>po¥tai^ky of being fully avengedferalltfae wrongs 
aRdmi^drti»ne(9 Spaita had caOftd them to fuffdr..^Tht6 
Cleoph«»n was an mi^onfiderable fellow, a mufical in- 
ftrmneat ihaik^F. It was Fq>orted alfo that he had been 
a flave, and had got himfeU iraudulently inroUed in the 
^egifter-of the citizens. Hecarried his audacity and fury 
fo far, as to threaten iojp^idnge'his' dagger into the throat 
oPaay ojoe who fhould talk of'peaee; The Athenians 

• Diod. I. iii, p. irT— *7^. ' * *ft*. hi Chrat, dc falf. legat. 
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puffed up ^ith their prefent prorperity> forge^ing their 

{»aft misfortunes, and promifing themfelves all things 
irom the valour and good fortiiAe of AlcibiadeSi rejeo- 
ed all pro]^o{isils of acconnnodation, wkhout refle£[ing, 
that there >$ nothing fo^u&uating and pretartous as the 
fuccefs of war. The ambafladors retired without being 
able to tSe& any thing: Such infatiiation and irraitional 

f»ride are generally the.fdHerunnbrs of fome great mif« 
ortune. . » -> » 

Abcibiades knewiwell howto make life of the yiRoxy 
he had eainedt and prefenlly after befie^ged Clialcedo^ 
Bia« which had revolted from the Ath^HaDS,*aDd re- 
ceived a Lacedaemonian garrifon. During this fiege he 
lode another town, called Selynri>fiai IHiaffadnfaStter- 
nfied by the rapidity of his conq^uefts^ noade a treaty 
withthe Athenians to this effefi ; ** Thail Pkaaabafus 
ihouldpaythebnac^aittiumdffnohe]^; fthatthtCbal- 
cedonians fliould return to their Qbedience, dqpeniup- 
■on the Athenians, and pay ibem. Iributie ; and that' the 
Athenians ihould commit no hoililities in. the pmvkice 
of Pharnabafus, who engaged for the fafe condufi of 
lEeir ambafladors to the great king/^ Byzantium and 
feveral other cities fubmitted to the Athenians*. 

t Akibiades, who ^efited with the utmoft paffion to 
fee his c^duntry agaiftyor irathei: to be feen by his country 
after fo many: viflories: over tbeir enemies^ fet oiit for 
Athens. The fides of his fbips were covered with buck- 
Jers and all forts of fpoils, in form of trophies; and 
caufing a great number of veifels to be towed after him 
by way of triumph* he difplayed alfo the enfigns and 
eiyiamcnts of thofe he had burnt* which were more than 
the others ; the whole amounting to ^out two hundred 
Ihips.. It is faidy that refle£ling on what had been done 
againft him » upon approaching the port* he was ftruck 
with fome terror, and was afraid to quit his veflel till 
he faw from the deck a great number of his friends and 
relations, who were come to the (hore to receive binii 
and earneftly entreated him to land* 
The people came out of the city in a body to meet 

. . y A; M* $$9f. Ant. Jr P, ^7, 
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Urn, and at his app^rance fet up fricredible Aoats 6f 
joy. In the midft of an infinite nartiber of officers and 
foldicTS, all eyes were fixed folely on him, whonrthcy 
confideredas vidoiy itfelf defcended from the Ikies : all 
around him paflionately cateiling, blefling, and crowni 
ing him in emulation of ^ach other. Thofe who could 
not approach him, were never tired with contemplating 
him at a diftance, Whilft the old men (bowed nim to 
their children. They repeated with'ihchigheR'praifes 
all'the great a£Hons he nad done for hi< country ; nor 
could they refufe their admiration even to thofe Kc bad 
done againft'it during his baniftiment, of which they 
imputed the fault ^o themfelves alone. This public 
joy was mingled with* tears and regret, from the remem- 
brance of pafl misfortunes, which they could not avoid 
comparing with their prcfent felidity. •• We could not 
have' failed," faid they, •* of the cbnqueft of Siqily ; 
our other feopes could never have J)TOved abortive, if 
we had referred all'our affairs and forces to the diipq- 
fal of Alcibiades alone. In what a condition was Athens 
when he took upon him our proteftion and defence ! 
Wc had not only alinoft entirely loft our power at fea, 
but were ftiarce poffeffed of the fuburbs of our city ; 
and, to add to our misfortunes, were torn in pieces by 
aiofrrid civil war. He notwithftattding has raifed the 
republic frbm its ruins ;. and not content with having 
reinftated it in the pojQTeffion Of the fovereignty of the 
fea, has rendered it univerfally viftorious by land ; as 
if the fate of Athens bad been in his hands alone, ei- 
ther to ruin or preferve it, and viftory was aitnexed to 
his perfon, and obeyed his orders." 

Tliis favourable reception of Alcibiades did not pr?^ 
vent his demanding an aflembly of the people, in order 
tohis juftification before them ; well knowmg how ne- 
ceffary it was for his fafcty to be abfolved in iorm. He 
appeared therefore; and after having deplored his mif- 
fortuncs*, which he imputed very little to the people, 
and entirely afcribed to his ill fortune, and fome de- 
mon envious of his profpcrity, he xeprefented to them 
the defigns of the enemy, and exhort^ them, notao 

conceive 
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<Qaceivf ot^er tbsut great hcjpes. TJie Atbp]i^atis,.tranf^ 
ported wit^ bearing niin fpeak, decreed ixiiu crcjxwns of 

Jroldy 9pf.oeirUed him §eaer|il by jtea^^^id landtwith un- 
i'mited pQV£^, xeftojEed him all hfs. iojtimes^ ;a^ order- 
ed the * EmnJolpidea and Cery ces to abiplv^ Jiim froin 
^he curfes they had pronouuced agamfli him by ihe 
/order of the people; doing their utmoft to make him 
^jyoends for the fi^Jiv^T and ihame ol his b^nJ^O^iient hj 
the glory of his recall and to efface the rcxnciB^ifeancc 
^rxbe'anathensiif tH^mielrvcs had decreed, by the vows 
^uil prayers whjLch they ma^ in.hi» favouic. Whilil all 
ihe fEumoljpides and Ccryces wef e employed in xevok- 
ing thoiJe imjprecatioiis, Theodorus, the prii^inal of 
them* bad the courage to fay : ** But for zne, I have 
jtiot.cur{ied him, if he has dpae no^vii to his country ;*' 
ixifinaating-, by that bold expreJOTipn, t\x^ the .maleaic- 
tion&f being ^pnditionaj, could not fall up^n the head 
of the if^no^ent, nor be a.vertcd,from fh& gfoilty. 

In the roidil ,of this glory anji fhinifig p/ofperity of 
Alcibiadcs, the majority of t^e people couid not help 
being concerned, when they camidered the time of his 
/Return, for it happened p^ecifely upon the day when 
the Athenians celebrated thp. feail in honpur of Mifierva« 
adored un^er the name of Agraulis* The prielb^t<)ok off 
all the ornaments from the .goddefs*s fiatjoe io wafli it, 
from whence that feaj9:wa$ called lUumpp'^h ^^^ ^^^^' 
wards covered it ; and that day was accounted one of 
the moil omnious and unfotrtunate* It was the 2^th of 
the month Thargelion, whiclji anfwers to the fecond of 
July*. This circumflance difpleafed that fuperftitious 
people, becaufe it feemed to imply* that the goddefs, 
jpatronefs and proteSrefs of Athens, did not re<Jcivc 
Alcibiades agreeably, and with a benign afpe^, fince 
jhe covered and concealed herfelf, as if Ihe wo^ld keep 
.him off, and remove him from her. 

« N. S. 
* Tho Eumolpidei and Ceryccs were two famiUep at ^eai, who 
had djffcrqnt fun£iions in the myfteries of Ceres. They took thei^ 
"names from Eumolpus and Ccryx, the firft who had cxcrcifcd thoic 
oflftcfs. Perhaps the <mployincAt of the latter bad fome relation to 
tbaiof hffi4dP«Kn(f»;» ... 

All 
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'All things having however fucceeded according to 
liis wiih, and the hundred fliips he was to command 
being ready, he deferred his departure out of a laudable 
ambition to celebrate the great myfteries; for from the 
time the Lacedaemonians had fortified Dccelia» and 
taken poffcffion of all the ways from Athens to Eleu- 
lina, the feall had not been folemnized in all its pomp, 
and the proceffion had been obliged to go by fea. The 
particular ceremonies of this folemnity may be feen in 
the beginning of the next volume. 

Alcibiades believed it would be a mod glorious ac- 
tion, and attraCl the bleflings of the gods^ and the praifes 
of men, if he reftored all its luftre and folemnity to this 
feaft, in making the proceffion go by land under th« 
convoy of his troops, to defend it againft the attacks of 
the ienemy. For either Agis would fuffer it to pafs 
quietly, notwithftanding the numerous troops he had 
at Decelia, which would confiderably leflen the repu- 
tation of that king, and be a blot in his glory : or, it he 
fhould choofe to attack it, and oppofe the march, he 
ihould then have the fatisfa£lion to fight a facred battle, 
a battle grateful to the gods, for the greateft and mpft 
venerable of all their myfteries, in the Cffht of his coun- 
try and citizens, who would be witneflfes of his valour 
andregard for religion. It is very likely, that by this 
public and ofientatious a£l of piety, which ftruck the 
people's view in fo fenfible a manner, and was fo ex- 
tremely to his tafte, Alcibiades's principal defign was 
to efface entirely from their minds the fufpicions of 
impiety, to which the mutilation of ftatues, and pro- 
fanation of myfteries, had given birth. 

Having taken that refolution, he gave notice to the 
Eumolpides and Ceryces to hold themfelves in readi* 
nefs, potted fentinels upon the hills, fent out runners 
at the break of day, and taking with him the priefts, 
the initiated, and the probationer^, with thofe who ini. 
tiated them, be covered them with his army, and dif« 
pofed the whole pomp with wonderful order ^and pro- 

» Plut. i» Akib. p. ft so. 
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found filence. N^ver was 'fliow, Tays Pltitkrch, inore 
^uguft, nor more ivorthy the majefty 6f tlie gdfls, thai 
this warlike jproceffion, ^hd r^igrous expTedidwi; ifi 
Hvhich even rnofe, who enVfed thc^lory oi Afcibiades, 
Were obliged to own, that he was tio lefs Hapffy fn dif- 
'charging the fuhftiohs of 'alrlgh pfieft, than thole of a 
general. No eneiny idared 'to appear, or diftTtrb that 
pofnpous march, kna Alcfbiades recohduftedthe facred 
troops to Athens with entrre fafety. This fnccefs gave 
liim new courage, and raifed the ^'alour and boldnefs 
hi his army to fuch a degree, that they looked upon 
themfelves as invincible Whilft he corfimandedthera. 
He acquired the affeftion 6f the poor, and the lower 
fort of people fo iriuch, that they mod ardent ly'dcfired 
to have him for therr king. IVIany of th^m openly de- 
clared themfelves to that effeft; and titere* were fomt 
who addreffed themfelves to liim, and exhorted him tO 
fet himfelf above envy,andnotto tifoublehimfelf about 
laws, decrees, or fuffrages; to put down thofe Wordy 
impertinents that difturbed the ftate with their vitin ha- 
xangues, to make himfelf mafter of aflFairs, and to go- 
vern with entire authority without fearing accufer^. 
Tor hihi, what his thoughts of the tyranny, and his de- 
figns were, arc unknown; but themdft powerful citi- 
zens, apprehending the breaking out of a fire, of which 
they already faw the fparks, prefted him to depart 
'without delay ;' granting whatever he demanded, and 
giving hirti for colleagues. the generals'moft agreeable 
to him. He fet fail accordingly. With a hundred fliips, 
and fleered for the ifland of Andros, that'h^d revolted. 
His. high reputation, and the 'good fortune Which had^ 
attended him In all his enterprifes, made nothing but 
Vhatwats great and extraordinary to be expe£led from 
Hm. 
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SicCT. IV. The Lacedemonians ^ftpoint Lyfander Ad^ 
mral. -He becomes very pozoer/ulioitk young Cyrus, 
wlw commanded im Afia. Me beats the Athenian Fleet 
mar ^pk^Jii^^ in the Abjenct qf Aldbiades^ who is 
deprived of the Command* Ten Generals are chofen in 
his Stead* CalUcratidds Jueceeds Lyfander. 

fc-npuE Lacedaemonians, juidly alarmed at the return 
L. ^nd fuGCefs of Alcibiades, conceived that fuch 
an enemy *made it neceffaryto oppofe him with an abte 
general , oapabJe of making head againft him . For this 
reafon they made choice oi Lyfander, and gav€ him the 
command of the fleet. When he arrived at Ephefus, he 
found the city very well difpofed in his favour, and 
well affeftedto^ Sparta; butotherwife in a very unhap- 
py fituation. For it -was in dangerof becoming barba- 
Tous,by itfluming the manners and cuftoms of the Per^ 
fians,'who-had*great commerce with it, as well from the- 
Ticighbourhood of Lydra, as becaufe the king's generals 
commonly took up their winter quarters there. An idle 
and voluptuous life, filled up with luxury and empty 
ftiow, could not fail of difguiling infinitely a man like 
Lyknder, who had been bred from his birth in the fim- 
piicity, poverty, and feveretdifcipline of Sparta. Hav- 
ing brought his army to Ephefus, he gave orders for 
afiemblingihips- of burden there from all parts, erefted 
anaffenal for building of galleys, made the ports free 
for merchants, gave the public places to artihcers, put 
all arts in motion, and heldthem in honour; and by 
thefe means -filled the chy with riches, and laid the 
■foundation96fthatgrandeurand magnificence, to which 
it afterwards' attained. So great a change can the appli- 
cation and ability of a^ finglie perfon occafion in a 
flate ! 

Whilft he was making thefe difpofitions, he received 
advice that Cyrus, the king's youngeft fon*was arrived 
atSardis. That prince could not be above fixteen years 
old at that time, being born after his father's acceffion 

••Xcnoph. Hcllcn. 1. xi. p. 410—4411. Plut. in Lyfand, p. 434» 
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to the crown, in the feventeenth year of his reign. Pa- 
ryfatis, his mother, loved him to idolatry, and had the 
entire afccndant of her hufband. It ivas fhe that occa- 
fioned his having the fupreme government of all the 
provtnces of Afia Minor given him; a command that 
iubjefcled all the provincial governors of the moft im- 
portantpart of the empire to his authority. The view 
of Parylatis was, without doubt, to put the young 
prince into a condition to difpute the throne with his 
brother after the king's death; as wc ihall fee he docs 
to fome cffeft. One of the principal inftruftions, given 
him by his father upon fending him to his government, 

. was to give efFeftual aid to the Lacedaemonians againil 
Alliens; an order very contrary to the meafures ob- 

.fervedtill then by Tiflaphernes, and the other gover- 
nors of thofe provinces. It had always been their 
maxim, fometimes to aflift one party, fometimes the 
other, in order to hold their power in fuch a balance, 
that the one might never be able to crufh the other en- 
liicly: from whence it followed, that both parties were 
kept weak by the war, and neither in condition to form 
any entcrpriles againil the Perlian empire. 

Upon Ly lander's being appriled, therefore, of the 
arrival of Cyrus at Sardis,.he fet out from Ephefus to 
make him a vifit, and to complain of the delays and 
breach of faith of Tiflaphernes, who, notwithftanding 
the orders he had received to fupport the Lacedaemoni- 
ans, and to drive the Athenians out of the fea, had al- 
ways covertly favoured the latter, out of regard for Al- 
cibiadcs, whofe meafures he entirely gave into, and had 
been the fole caufe of the lofs of the fleet, by not fup- 
plving it with the neceflary quantity of provifions. 
This difcourfe pleafed Cyrus, who looked upon TifTa- 
phernes as a very bad man, and his particular enemy; 
and he 3nfwered, that the king had given him orders to 
fupport the Lacedaemonians powerfully, and that be 
had reaeived five hundred talents* for that purpofe. 
Lyfander^ contrary to the common charafter ot the 
Spartans, was fubmiflive and condefc ending, full ot 

* five hundred tboufand crowDi, aliout itSi^boU fterlin;. 
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0ompIacency for the grandees, always ready to pay his 
court to them, and fupporting, for the gooct of the fer- 
7***» •u 4k» w«;grht of their. haughtinefs and vanity with 
incredible patience; in wliicn ucIia^i^m.* G>me people 
make the whole addrefs and merit of a courtier connit. 

He did not forget himfelf on this occafiony and fet* • 
ting at work all that the induftry and art of a complete 
courtier could fuggeft of flattery and infinuation, he • 
pcrfeftly. gained the young prince's favour and good 
opinion. After having praifed his generofity, magni- 
ficence, and zeal for the Lacedaemonians, he dcfired 
him to give each foldier and mariner a drachma * per 
day, in order to debauch thofe of the enemy by that 
means, and thereby terminate the war the fooner. Cy- 
rus very much approved the projeS ; but faid, that he 
could make no change in the king's order, and that the 
treaty with them exprefsly fettled only half a talent t 
to be paid monthly for each galley. The.prince, how- 
ever, at the end oi a banquet, which he gave him be- 
fore his departure, drinking .to his health, and prefling 
himtoalk fomething of him, Lyfander deHred that an. 
tobolus a day might. be. added to the feamen's pay.. 
This was granted, and he gave them four oboli inftead 
of three, which they received before, and paid them all 
the arrears due to them, with a mondi's advance ; giv. 
ifig Lyfander ten thoufand § daricks for tjiat purpofe;> 
that is, a hundred thoufand livres, or about five thou- 
fand pounds fterling. 

This largefs filled the whole fleet with ardour and 
alacrity, andalmoft unn^annedthe enemy's galleys; the 
S^'cateft part of the mariners deferting to the party where 
the pay was heft. The Athenians, in defpair upon re-' 
reiving this news, endeavoured to conciliate Cycus by 
the interpofition of Tiflaphernes; but he would not. 
ii€arkento them notwithftandingthe fatrap reprefented, 

*Tcn pence, 
'f One thoufand fiveBondred livres, about 11 si. fterling. 
t The drachma was fix oboli, or ten pence French ; each obolus. 
Dciag three halfpence; fo that the four oboli were (ixpeoce halfpeoay 
* day, iuftcAd of five pence', or three oboli. 

\ A darick is aboQt a piftolc 

that 
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tbat it wasnotr fiairthfi: Ibtnf's intereft tcr aggrandize the 

Lacedsemoniafia; ^ut tjoi babnce the. power of o«i£ fide 

with that of the ©tier, iiiordgrj^p««ir'**~*'*^ ^^^"^ ^•"^ 
and ta rni^^ t^^iriyyTtteir aMnLamfions. 

. Tbckugh Lyfandev had canfuieEabLy weakened the 
enemy by augmenting: (dise kdmoo^is pay, and tlbereby 
very inuch:hiurt their naral power^ be daved not how- 
ever hazard a battle with. them, pal'dcularly appreheiad^ 
ing Alcibiadesr, who was a maii of executioji, bad the 
greater number of ft ifrr, andhad never beenovecthrown 
in any battle either by £ea or kind* But after Alcibiaides 
had' left Samos to go into Phocxa and Imua, to raife 
money, of which he was in^ want for the payment of his 
troops, and had given the command of ki& fleet to An* 
tiochus, with ^xprefs orders not to fight or attack the 
..enemy in his ab fence; the new commander, to make 
fhowof hisi courage, and to brave Lyfander, entered the 
port of Ephefufi wkh two galleys^ and after havings 
made a great noife, retired with }oud laughter, and an 
tit of contempt and iniulr, Lyfander, enraged at that 
affront, immediaceiy detached fome galleys, and went 
himfelf in puff nit of hiis. But as the Athenians ad-» 
VMced to iupponAffltiochus, he ordered other gaUeys 
of hi4 fide to> cotne on, till the whole fleet arrived by 
Hetle and little^ and the enragement became generai 
ctxi both fides* Lyfander gamed the vi£lory, and hav- 
ifig tak4cn> fiftisett of the Athenian galleys, he ereAed a 
trophy. Alcibiades, on his return, to. Samos, failed 
even into the port to offer him battle ; but Lyfander , 
was contented with his vifiory, and did not think pro- 
per to accept k; fo<that he retired without doing any 
thing. 

« Tbrafybulus, at thefame time, the moll dangerous 
enemy he had in his i^rmy, left the camp, and went to 
Athens to accufe him. To inflame his enemies in the- 
city the more, he told the people in a full aflembly, that 
Alcibiades had entirely ruined their afiairs, and.tne na- 
vy, by the licence he had introduced ; that he had given 

« A. M. 35^8. Ant. J. C. jo6. 
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idmk\i uf to, di^ moQ; ^.not9Ti<>u$ de^a^uchees aod 
irunkardis, \<bp, frpm common f^m.en w^re the only 
per[p^ in cr^it afeoj^.V b.iip ; that he abandoned his 
whole authority to them, to be at kifure to enrich him- 
feif io th^ pro^vinces, and to plunge ^inifelf there into 
ir>^^mp€;ranc5 z^i^d all other infaraaus e^ceffes, to the 
4ifgrace of Atb^nis, >vhilft feis fle« was left neglefted 
iath^ £acq of the enetny's. 

Ano^liQr article" oi accu/ation againft him was taken 
frojn tbe £oxts hp had built, ne^^r the city of.Byzan« 
|iuin, igx ^n afyluiia aod retifcat for him ; as neither be- 
ing <ibl? nor wiliiag to return any mor? to bis country." 
The Athenian^, ^ capriciojus, inconftant -people, gave 
f rediv to thefc iippeaphmpnt?. The lofs of the laft bat- 
tje, and bis lit^l^ fucc^f^ fince, bis departure from 
Athens., in.ftead Qf the great ai[icl wondexful aftions ex- 
pefted frombirn, entirely. fuQ^L birp in their opinions; 
^n(J bis owa ^loxjf 2Wid reputation maty be faid to have 
»^;e5tfioii^d hiji ruin. For be was fufpeQed of not dt- 
firing to do what was no^ done, which they could not 
believe put of hi^ power, becaufe they were fully per- 
suaded, tbau nothing be defived tQ do. was ioiportible to 
W». They made it a cripae in Alcibiad^Sj ^hat the ra^ 
pidity o,f his conqueft^ did nat aafwer \o that of their 
lAtaginations; not confidering, that be made war with- 
out money upon a people who had the great king for 
iheir treafurer, and that he w^s often obliged to quit 
bis pamp, (Q go in queft pf what was neceifary for the 
payment and fi^bfiftenpe qf his trpqps. However it 
w«5, AJcihiadt* was depofed, and ten generals norai- 
uate3 in his ilead; of whipb, when he rei:cived advice, 
le retifed, in his galley, tQ feme cailles he had in the 
yhracian Cherfonefus. 

• i Ah^ui this time died Pliftppax, pne of the kings of 
Lacedaemonia, and was fucceeded by Paufanias, who 
r^igqed fourteen years* The latter made a fine anfwer 

^Diod. p. 196. 

* Antipchps U ppinte4 ^t in thi| plfqcj ^ XpeaQ, ^ebaachciS m^n» 
whoTiad acquired thelavour of Alclbladcsby catching a quail ibrbiia 
vhich be had let flyi * .« .. 
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to one who afked, why it was not permitted to change 
any thine in the ancient cuiloms of Sparta: ***Be» 
caufe," lays he, " at Sparta the laws command men, 
and not men the laws." 

* Lyfander, who intended to eftabh^Oi the govern- 
ment of the nobility in all the cities in the dependence 
of Sparta, that the governors of his choofing might be 
always at his difpofal, from his having rendered them 
independent of their people, he caufed fuch perfons of 
the principal cities to come to Ephefus, as he knew to 
be the boldeft, and moft enterprifing and ambitious. 
Thefe he placed at the head of affairs, promoted to the 
greateft honours, and raifed to the firft employments 
of the army, thereby rendering himfelf, fays Plutarch, 
the accomplice of all the crimes and bppreflions they 
committed to advance and enrich themfelves/ For this 
reafon they were always extremely attached to birri, 
and regretted him infinitely, when CaUicratidas came 
to fuccecd him, and took iipon him the command of 
the fleet. He was not inferior to Lyfandeir either in va- 
lour or military knowledge, and was infinitely above 
him in point of moral virtue. Alike fevere to himfelf 
and others, ihacceffible to flattery and floth, the declar- 
ed enemy of luxury, he retained the modefty, tempe- 
rance, and aufterity of the ancient Spartans; virtues 
that began to diftihguifli him particularly, as they were 
not too common in his time. His probity and juftice 
were proof agaiiift all things ; his fimplicity and inte- 
grity abhorred ail falfehood and fraud, to which were 
joined a truly Spartan noblenefs and grandeur of foul. 
The great and powerful could not hmder themfelves 
from admiring his \irtue; but they were better pleafed 
with the facility and condefcenfion of his predeceffor, 
who was blind to the injullice and violence of their ac- 
tions. ' ' \ 

It was not without mortification and jealoufy Lyfan- 
der faw him arrive at Ephefus to take upon him the com- 

1 Xcnoph. Hellen 1. i. p. 4^ft-^4^. PIut.iaLyfind. p. 43^4^^' 
Diod. p. 197, 198. ' . , 

Flm. ia Apoph. p. aao. 
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jnandi and out of a criminal bafencfs and treachery, not 
uacomiQon with thpfe who hearken more to their pri* 
vate ambition than the good of the public, he did him 
all the ill offices in his power. Ot the tenthoufand 
daricks, which Cyrus haa given him for the augmenta- 
tion of the mariners pay, he returned the remamder to 
tliat prince ; telling Callicratidas, that he might apply to 
the king for the money, and that it depended on him to 
find means for the fubfiftence of his army^ This con-* 
du£l gave him. great trouble, and diftreifed him exceed- 
ingly. For he had brought no money with him from 
Sparta, and could not refolve to extort any from the 
citizens, as he found them fufficiently riflea already. 

^ In this urgent neceffity a perfon having offered him 
fifty talents (that is to fay, fifty Oioufand crowns) to ob- 
tain a favour he could not grant with juftice, he refufed 
them. Upon which Qeander, one of his officers, faid, 
" 1 would accept them, were I in your place." *• And 
fo would I," replied the general, *• were I iti yours.** . 

He had no other refource therefore than to go, as 
Lyfander had done, to a{k money at the gates of the 
king's general and lieutenants, for which he was the 
Improper of all. mankind. Nurtured and educated 
blithe love of liberty, full of great and noble fenti- 
roents, and infinitely remote from all flattery and bafe- 
Q^fs, he was convinced at. heart, that it was lefs evil 
*nd difhonour for Greeks to be overcome by Greeks, 
^Ijan infamoufly to make their court, and beg at the 
g^es of Barbarians, whofe only merit confiiled in their 
gold and filver. The whole nation were indeed dif- 
graced by fo mean a proftitution. 

Cicero, in his Offices, draws two very different cha- 
^^fiers of perfons employed in the adminifiration of go« 
^ernment, and makes the application of them to the 
two generals, of whom we fpeak. The one, fays he, 
* zealous lovers of truth, and declared enemies of all 

G 5 fraud, 

' Plut. in Apoph. p. 22 8. 

* ^««/ hi J alii muhum difparcs JimpUces et-Jtperii r qui nihil ex occuito, vihH 
tt injiii^i^ agendum putant itrUaUi^uHercs, Jraudii inimint iUmque ulii. qui 
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iraiid, pljqucd themfelves upon their fimplicity and 
candour, and do not believe, tliat it can ever confift 
with honour to laV fnares, or ufe artifice. The others, 
prepared to do or fuffer for every thing, arc not afliam* 
ed ot the meaneft a£lions and proilitutioxiis, provided 
ironi thofe unworthy means they have reafon to exped 
the fuccefs of their defigns. Cicero places Callicra- 
tidas amongft the former, and Lyfander atnongft the 
latter, to whom he gives two epithets not much to his 
honour, and hardly confifient with the Spartain charac- 
ter, when he calls him very artful and vtry fatitnt^ or 
rather very complaifant. 

Callicratidas, however, forced by neceflity, went to 
Lydia, and repaired immediately to the palace of Cy- 
rus, where he defired that prince might be told, that 
the admiral of the Grecian fleet was come to fpeak 
with him. He was anfwered, that Cyrus was then at 
table, engaged ima * party of pleafure; to which he 
replied with a modeft tone and air, that he was in no 
haftc, and wou^ wait till the prince came forth. The 
guards fet up a laugh, wondering at the honefl flranger's 
fimplicity, which had fo little the air of the world ia 
it; and he was obliged to retire. He came thither a 
fecond time, and was again denied admittance. Upon 
which he returned to Ephefus, loading thofe with 
curfes and imprecations, who had £rft made their couit 
to Barbarians, and by their flattery and fubmiffietns bad 
taught them to make their riches a title and pretence 
lor infuhing the reft of mankind. Addreffing himfelf 
^t the fame time to thofe about him, he fwore, that as 
foon as he returned to Sparta, he would uie his utmoA 
endeavours to reconcile the Greeks aanx&ngfl them- 
felves, that for the future they might become formida- 
ble to the Barbarians, and have no further occafion for 

^uidvis perpetianiur cuivis deferviani, dvMy putd velinty conje^mntur* Quo * 
jfencre verjutijivmm tt patientijjinmm LaceSamonium Lyfanarum acc€pmust ^^' 
tragus Caliicratiddn. OfHc. 1. i. n. 109.' 

* The Greek fays literally that he was drinkin|(, vrmi. The Pe^"- 
frans valued themfelves upon drinking a great deal) as an inllaace ot 
their meritj as we ihall fee in Cyrus's letter to the Laccdsmosiaos* 

•their 
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their aid tx> iavad^ and ruin each other. But that ge- < 
ncTous Spartan, vrhofis thoughts were ft> noble, and fo 
W0nhy the LaciedasmoDiaa name, and whoTe jufticc, 
QiagQaoixnity, and valpur, flight r^nk him with all that 
Grieece had fvejr produced, of the nioft excellent and 
mpft confummate, had not the good fortune to return 
tp his country, nor to apply himfelf to a work fo great, 
and fo worthy of him. 

Se^t. V. Callicratidas is defeated by the Athenians 
ntar the J$rgin3(fan. The Athenian^ pafs Sentence of 
Death uponjeveral of their Generals, Jot not having 
brought oj^ the Bodies ofthofe who had been Jlain in 
the^ Battle, Socrates (done has the Courage to . oppojk 
. fi ^»iV^ ^ Sentence. 

? /GALLIC RATIDAS, after having gained feveral 
' \j vi&ories ov/er the Athenians, had at laft purfued 
Conon, one of their generals, into the port of Mity- 
lene, where he kept him jblocked up. This was in the 
twenty-fixtb year of the Peloponnefian war. Conon 
iceing faim£eli befieged hy :fea and land without hope 
of aid, and in want of proviiions, found means lo ap- 
prise Athens oi the extreme danger he was in. Ex- 
^liordinary eBbrts were made tareliev.e him, and in lefs 
^ a mojuth's time a fleet of a hundred and ten fail 
vere Etied out, on board" of which were embarked ^Jl 
who were capable of bearing arins, as well (latves as 
freeiaen, with Dome horfe* At Samos they were joined 
iy the aUies with forty galleys, and fteercd for jthe Ar- 
igiaafae, ifiands^ iituate between *Cuma and Mitylcne. 
Callicratida^, being informed o£ .their oour/e:, lefc 
£teanicus to continue the fiege with- fifty ftiips, and 
Y^ to fea with a hundred and twenty fail, with defigQ 
to face the enemy, and prevent their relieving Conon* 
The right wing of the Athenians was commanded by 
frotomachus and Thrafylus, who had each fifteen gal- 
^^y^* They were fupported by a fecond line with » 
^4e number of fliips, commanded by Lyfias and Ari/- 

*Xenoph. Kcllcn. 1. i. p. 441*- 452. Diodt 1. xiii, p. igS, & soi^ 
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iogtnes. The left wing, like the other, drawn up in two ' 
line«i, was under Ariftocrates andDiomedon, fupported 
by Erafmidcs and Pericles*. The main body, confift- 
ing of near thirty galleys; amongft which were the 
three Athenian admirals, was diipofed in one line. 
They had ftrengthened each of their wings with a fe- 
cona line, becaufe their galleys were neither (a fwift, 
nor fo eafy to manage, as thole of the enemy ; fo tbat 
there was reafon to tear their getting between two, and 
Being charged on both fides at the fame time. The 
Lacedaemonians and their allies, who perceived they 
were inferior in number to the enemy, contented them- 
felves with drawing up in one line, in order to erjual 
tlieir front, and for the greater facility of running be- 
tween the Athenian galleys, and turning nimbly round 
them* Callicratidas's pilot, daunted at the inequality,' 
advifed him not to hazard the battle, and to r^tire^: but 
he replied, that he could not fly without fhailne, and 
that his death was of fmall importance to the republic. 
** Sparta," faidhe, *• does not depend upon one man." 
He commanded the right wing, and ThraTonidas the 
Tbcban the left. 

It was terrible to behold the fea covered with three 
hundred galleys ready to engage. Never had more nu- 
merous naval armies of the Greeks joined battle betore. 
The ability, experience, and valour of the generals who 
eommanded, left nothing to defirie; fo that there was 
reafon to believe this battle would decide the fate oi 
both people, ^nd put an end to a war that had endured 
fo long. When the fig^nals were given, the two armies 
raifed great fliouts and began the fight. Callicratidas, 
who from the anfwer of the augurs expected to fall in 
theliattie, did amazing a£lions of valour. He attacked 
'^fte'^^ltemy with incredible courage and boldnefs, funk 
fome of the fhips, difabled others by te-eaking their oars 
and piercing their fides with the prow or beak oi bis 
galley. At length he attacked that of Pericles, and made 
a thoutand holes in it ; but tbe latter having hooked bitn 
k^ with a grapphng iron, he. found it impoflible to dii- 

* He w»tf iom of the ^reit Fcrkks. 

engage 


Persians and Grecians. 125 

engage liimfelf, and was furroundcd in an inftant by 
feveral ol the Athenian veflds. His own was immedi- 
ately filled with the ertein^s and after a dreadhil (laugh« 
ter, befell dead, rather overwhelmed by their numbers 
than vanquifhed. The right wing, whicii he command • 
ed, having loft its admiral, was put to flight. Tlic left, 
compofed of Boeotians and Eubceans, ftill made a long 
and vigorous refiftance, from the important concern 
they were in, left they Ihould fall into the hands of the 
Athenians, againft whom they had revolted; but they 
were at length obliged to give way, and retire in difor- 
der. The Athenians erefted a trophy in the Arginuf^e. 
They loft twenty -five galleys in this battle, and the 
enemy more than feventy, of which number were nine 
of the ten furnifhed by the Lacedaemonians. 

^Plutarch equals Callicratidas» the Lacedaemonian 
general, for his juftice, valour, and magnanimity, with 
all who had ever rendered themfelves moft worthy of 
admiration amongft the Greeks. 

-•Ue blames him however exceedingly for hazarding 
the battle at the Arginufae, and obferves, that to avoid 
the reproach of having retired out of fear, he had 
through a miftaken fenfe of honour, failed in the eflen- 
tid duty of his fun61ion. Tor, fays Plutarch, if (to ufe 
thecomparifon of * Iphicrates) the light-armed infantry 
refemble the hands, the horfe the feet, the main body 
the breaft, and the general the head; the general, who 
abandons himfelf raflily to the impetuofity of his valour, 
does not fo much negle£k or expofe his own life, as the 
lives of thofe, whoTc fafety depends upon his. Our 
JLs^cedaemonian chief was thereiore in the wrong, con-> 
tinues Plutarch, to anfwer the pilot, who advifed him 
to retire, •* Sparta does not depend upon one man." 
For though it be true, that Callicratidas, fighting under 
the orders of another by fea or land, was no more than 
one 7/ian, yet, commanding an army, all who obeyed 
his^ orders were collefted in his perfon ; ^nd he, .ia 
Yihcm fo many thoufands miglu be loft, zvas no longer 

* flut In Lyfand. p. 436. * PluL in Pelap. p. %i^. 

* Hk. was a I'aiauus gencnl oS ibe Atheukuu* 
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one man. * Cicero had ppt^lsd tke f^n^e judg^iaiisnt upofi> 
him before Plutarch, After having ffiid, that there 
were many pcrfons to be fpundv who were rea4y to 
facrifice their fortune^, aad eveij lives, for their coun- 
try, but who out of a falCe delicacy ip point of glory 
)VQuld not hazard their r.eputation for it in the lea/):; 
he cites the example o( Callicratidas, who anfwere^ 
thofe who advifed him to retreat from the Argiijuf^e, 
♦♦ That Sparta coijild fit out another Sect,, if ^hi$ weriB 
Loft ; but tor himfelf, he couJd not fly before the enemy 
without fhame and infamy." 

I return to the fequel oi the battle near th^ Arginufa?, 
The Athenian generals ordered ThersimeneSy T hrafy? 
bulus, and fome other officers, to returii with about 
fiftv galleys to take up the wrecks and dead bodies, in 
order to their iiitermpot, wbilft they rowed on with ^bc 
reft againft £teonicus, who kept Conon befieged b/efore^ 
MHylene. i}y t a ru4e t^mpefi cam^ on fudd^nly and 
prevented the execution pf Ais order. Eteonicus h*v. 
ing received news of the defeat, and fearing.it slight 
ocqafion alarm and terror amongft the troops. Cent h^ck 
^hofe who brought it, with orders to return wjii 
^ vreaths of flowers upon their heads, and to giye ou^ 
ihat Callicratidas bad gained the vifitory, and deftroye4 
the whole Atiienian fleet. VfOfx their return he oScrei 
Sacrifices of thankfgiving, and having made his troop; 
iajce jTome refreflimeot, he fent the galleys away d'lfe^r 
)y, the wind being fair, and marched oiF the land-army 
j|o Methymna, after having burnt tlie camp. Cqup9 
heijig ^delivered in this matmer from the hlockad^* 
joined the vi£loriiOus fleet, which returned forthwith tQ 
jSamos. However, when it was known at Athens th9t- 
the dead bodies had been left without interment, the 

♦ Invent} muhi funty ^m non modo jbtcuniami J^d vitam etiamy projunderfi 
pro patria parati ej^ent^ iidem gloria jaSuram nc mimma quidemfacere velUnU 
ne rcpublica quidem poftulatite .* tU Callicratidas^ qui^ cum Lacedamoniorum dujf^ 
fuijfct Ptlopvnsujiaco betlOi multaqueftcifet fgregie, vnlit ad extrenma omnid 
cum conjiiio non paruit eorum^ qui dajjem ab Arginujis rernovendamt nee cur» 
Athenienfibus dimicandum putciant. Quibus ilU rtfpondity Lacedamom'ost ^H^ 
ilta amij/a^aliam par Arc pojie^ fifugerefnejm dedmre non poje. O^c. 1. i- 
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people \fcte faighiy exxfidgetlt and laid the whole weight 
of their refenitneiU upon thofe they believed guilty Qf 
that cn'me. The ancients held it a great one nQt to pro- 
vide iepuiture for the dead; and we ni^y pbferve, th^i 
after all their battles, the 6r(l care of the conquer edt 
aotwithfiamliog the fenfe of ehdr raisfortune, and their 
great afHi6lion for a bloody defeat, was to demand « 
fufpenfionof ^rmrfjrpm tb<5 vitlor, in orderto pay their 
laA duties to thofe who bad fallen in battle ; upon which 
they believed their h^ppinefs in another life depended. 
They had little or'no idea of the refurreftion of the bo- 
dy ; but however, the Pagans, in the foul's concern for 
the body after death, th^ religious regard paid to it, and 
the paflibn with which they rendered folenui- honours 
to the dead, feem to ar^ue, that they had fome confufed 
notion of a refurredion which lubfifted amongft all 
natiods, and defc^nded from the moll ancient traoition, 
though they could not diilinguifli clearly upon it. 

Hence arofe the fury of the people of Athens. They 
immediately nominated new generals, retaining only 
CoQon of the old ones, to whom they gave Adimantes 
and Philocles for colleagues. Eight days after which, 
two of them withdrew themfelves, and only fix return^ 
td to Athens. Theramenes, the tenth general, wha 
returned before the rdi of the fleet, accufed the other 
chiefs before the people^ maj^ing them refponfible for 
not bringing oiFthe dead after the battle; and to clear 
himfelf, read the letter tJaey had written to the fenate 
and people, wherein theiy excufed themfelves fjsom the 
violence <s^ the Stoim^ without charging any body. 
That cakimny was deteAably vile, as none in ahiife of 
their referve in not mentkmmg him in their letter, ^n^ 
in not laying a fault to bis charge of wbich he might 
have appeared the moil giiilty. The generals, at theijr 
return not being able to prevail for the time neceflary 
ioT making their defence, contented themfelves with 
reprefenting in few words the flate of the affair, and 
appealed for the truth of what they faid to the pilots^ 
and all prefent when it happened. The people feem» 

cd to receive their excufelayourably, and feveral per- 

fons 
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fons offered themfelves for their furctjes; but k was 
thought proper to adjourn the affembiy, becaufe of the 
night, and it being the people's cuftom to give their 
Suffrages by lifting up ot hands, their refolution could 
not be known; befides which the council were firft to 
give their opinion upon the queftion to be propofed to 
the people. 

The teaft of Apaturia unexpeftedly coming on, in 
which it was the cuftom to aflemble by families, the re- 
lations of Theramenes pofted feveical perfons in mourn- 
ing habits, and fhaved, in proper places, who faid, they 
were the kindred of thofe who had been flain in the 
battle, and obliged Callixenes to accafe the generals in 
the Senate. It was decreed in confequence, that as the 
accufation and defence had been heard in the laft ai- 
fcmbly, the people by their refpeftive tribe (hould give 
their voices, and if the accufed were found guilty, they 
fhould be punifhed with death, their eftates confifcated, 
and the tenth part confecrated to the * goddefs. Some 
fenators oppofed this decree as unjuft, and contrary to 
the laws : but as the people, at the inffigation of Cal- 
lixenes, threatened to include the oppofers in the fame 
caufe and crime with the generals, they were fo mean 
as to defift from their oppofition, and to facrifice the 
innocent generals to their own fafety, by confenting to 
the decree. Socrates (the celebrated philofopher) was 
the only one of the fenators who ftood firm, perfifted 
obftinately in oppofing a decree fo notoriouily unjuft,. 
and fo contrary to all laws. The orator, who mounted 
the tribunal in defence of the generals, (bowed, ** That 
they had failed in nothing of their duty, as they had 
.given orders that the dead bodies fhould be taken up : 
that if any one were guilty, it was he, who being 
charged with thefe orders, had neelefted to put them 
in execution; but that he accufea nobody; and that 
the tempeft which came on unexpeftedly at the very 
inftant was an unanfwerable apology, and entirely dif« 
charged the accufed from all guilt. He demanded, that 
a whole day ihoald be allowed them to make their 

* IfiAcrva. 
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defence, a favour not denied to the moil criminal, and 
that they Ihould be tried feparately. He rcprefentcd, 
that they were not in the leaft ooliged to precipitate 
a fentcnee, wherein the lives of the naoft illuftrious of 
the citizens were concerned; that it was in fome 
meafuiie attacking the gods to make ♦ men refponfible 
for the winds and weather ; tliat they could not, with- 
out the mod flagrant ingratitude ana injuftice, put the 
conquerors to death, to whom they ought to decree 
crowns and honours, or give up the defenders of their 
country to the rage of tliofe wrxo envied them ; tlrat if 
they did lb, their unjuit judgment would be followed 
with a fudden, but vain repentance, which would leave 
behind it the fharpcft reraorfe, and cover them with 
eternal (hame and infamy." The people feemed at 
firfl to be moved with theie reafons ; but animated by 
the accufers, they pronounced fentence of death againil 
eight of their jjenerals ; and fix of them, who were pre- 
fcnt, were feized, in orderto their being carried to ex- 
ecution. One of them, Diomedon, a peribn of great 
reputation for his valour and probity, demanded to be 
heard. •* Athenians," faid he, «• I wifh the fentence 
you have palfed upon us may not prove the misfor« 
tune of the republic ; but I have one favour to aik of 
you in behalf of my colleagues and myfelf, which is 
t^ acquit us before the gods of the vows we made to 
them for you and burfelves, as we are not in a condi* 
tioatodifcharge them; for it is to their prot eft ion, in- 
voked before the battle, we acknowledge that we are 
mdebted for the vifclory gained by us over the enemy." 
There was not one good citizen, that did not melt into 
tears at this difcourfe, fo full of goodncfs and religion, 
and admire with furprife the moderation of a perf'on, 
who feeing hirafelf unjuftly condemned, did not how- 
ever vent the Icaft rcfentment, or even complaint 
againft his judges, but was folely intent (in favour of 
W omgratciul country, which had doomed them to pc- 

AciT. Anoal. «. xiv, c. 3. 
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i^ifh) Upon what it o^y€4 tl^e gods in common witb ihem 
fpr the viQory they. ka4 iatX^y obtaiaed. 

The fij^ generals \/Gst hardly executed, /wflwaa the 
' )^eo{>le opened tl^ii? eyes, ar\d perceived all th^ boxxos 
a^ that fenl^eacc; but th^ir irepentauce could not rellore 
ilie dead to lifo. Calli;jienes, the oiator, was put in pri- 
fottj'apd letufed t-a be heard. Having found me£iQ& to 
»i2^ke his efc^tpe^ be fled to Oecelia to ^he enemy, from 
whence be returned fome time after to Athens, inhere 
b<? died qf hunger, univerfally detefted and abhorred 
by all thie world, as all f^tfe accufers and. flsgiderers 
ought to be. Diodojru^ remarks, that the people them- 
(elves were juftly puniftied for their crime by the gods, 
who abandoned them fpon after, not to a fingle mailer, 
but to thirty tyranis, who treated them with the utmoft 
i^igour and cruelty* 

^ The difpofit ion of a people is very natural ly imaged 
in this- account; and Plalo, upon the fame cvcnU 
draws in- (ew ^ords their charafler with much^ i^irli 
and refemblance. The ^commonalty, fays he, is an 
uneonftant, ungrateful, cruel, fufpicious animal, inca- 
pable of fubmittidg to the government of reafon ; w.hich 
IS no wonder, adds he, a& it is commonly compofed of 
the dregs of a city, and is a monftrous affipmhlage, M&ith<* 
out form or order, of all that is worft in it. 

The fame relation &ows what efFeB fear can have 
upon the minds of men, even upon thofe who ,pafs lor 
the wifeft, and how few there are, who are capable of 
fupporting inflexibly the view of prefent - danger and 
difgrace. • Though the juflnefs of the generals caufis 
waa perfe6lly known in the fenate, at leaft by the ma- 
jor part of it, as foonas the people's rage was mention- 
pd,and the terrible menaces they murmured, thofia grave 
fenators, moJl of whom had commanded armies, and 
who all of them had frequently expofed themfelves to 
the greateft 4angers of war, inftantly changed fides apd 
came over to the moil notorious calumny, and crying 
ipjullice,* tjiat eyej- had being. An evident progf, that 

^ Plut. inAxioch. p. 3^, 3®^. 

there 
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there is a courage, tknigb very rare, which infiaitel]^ 
tranfceads the valour, tl^t iudixces fo many thoufancU> 
of men every da.y u> conimit the mofi ternble danger^ 
in battle. 

Amongft all. the. judges,' only one, truly worthy q| 
his rej^utatiojii, the giiesat ^ojc rates, in this general treafon, 
and perfidy, flood firm and immovable ; and tbowbv 
he inew his fu^frage aqid unaided voice wo.uld b^ of lit- 
tle or no confequeuce to the accufed,. he thought them* 
a juft homage to pppr^fTed innocence, and that it was. 

* unworthy an boneft man to govern hin^felf by tket 
fury of a blind and (rantic people. We fee in thi$^ 
initance how far die cauC*^ of juftice may be abandoi^- 
ed. We may conclude it was not better defended be->. 
fore the people. Of tnore than three thoufand citize9$«; 
who compoted the afTembly, twq only took upon them 
the defence of their generals, Euriptodemus and Axi-. 
ochns. Plato ha^ preferved their names, and giveu 
that of the latter tp the dialogue, iiom whence part oi 
thefe refleftiQns ai:e taken. 

*The fame vei^ th^ battle of the Arginufae waii 
foujhtj Dionydus poflefled himfclf of the tyrani^y iu 
Sicily. J (hall d^t«yr fpeakiug of him till the esifuing 
>iokmf:» ift which I-fc^U treat the hiftqry of th^ ty* 
caiUA of Syracafe a^ large* 

SiCT. VI. Zyjandir cammands the Laced^monzatK 
FUet. Cyrus is rccalUd to Court by his Father^ 
Lyfandcr^s celebrated Vitlory ovsr the Athenians ai 
MgofpotamoSf - ... 

• A FTER the defeat at the Arginufae, the afeir% 
£\ of the Peloponuefians declining, the allies, 

fupporteJ by the credit of Cyrus, fent an embalTy ta 
Sparta, to deniand that-tbe qomngiand of the fleet (h<>ul4 
again be given tQ Lyfander, with the promife of fervt 
log with more afie^tiQii and i^Qur^^e, if th^ir r^qucft 

* A. M, 5498^ Am. J, C, ^Q$. 

, ""A, M. 3319. Ant. J, Q. AQ^.^ Xcnoph. pcllcn, |. ii. p- 45. Pl«y^ 
w Lyf. I. Ix, 436, 437. plod. I. xiii. p. 983, . , 
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were granted. As it was contrary to the lavrs of Spar« 
ta that the fame perfon fhould be twice admiral ; the 
Lacedaemonians, to fatisfy the allies, gave the title oi 
admiral to one Aracus, and fent Lyfander with him, 
whom in appearance they commifhoned only as vice- 
admiral, though in efFe^l with ail the authority of the 
fupreme command. 

All thofe who had the greateft fliare in the govern- 
ment of the cities, and were of moft authority in them, 
faw him arrive with extreme joy ; prominng them- 
fielves^ from his influence, the final fuhverfion of the 
democratic power. His charaftcr of complacency for 
his friends, and indulgence to all their faults, fuited 
much better with their ambitious and injurious views, 
than the auftere equity of Callicratidas. For Lyfan- 
der was a man of the moft corrupt heart, and gloried 
in having no principles in point of virtue or the moft 
facred duties. He made no fcruple to employ artifice 
and deceit; upon al) occafions, md efleemed jufttce 
only as far as it ferved his meafures. When it did not 
promote them, he never failed to prefer the ufeful, 
which with him was alone laudable and excellent; 
from a perfuafion that truth had in its own nature no 
advantage over falfehood^ and that the value of both 
one and the other was to be -determined by the coHve- 
nience refulting from them. And for thofe wlu) repre- 
fcntQd to him, that it was unworthy the defcendants of 
Hercules to make ufe of fraud and treachery, he laugli« 
cd at them ; •* For," faid he, " where the lion's (kin is 
not long enough, it is, neceflary to tack the fox's tail 
to it." 

An expreflion afcribed to him, fufficiently denotes 
how fmall an account he made of perjury. He ufed 
to fay, ** * Children are amufed with baubles, and men 
M'ith oaths ;" fhowing, by fo profeffed a want of reli- 
gion, that the gods were more inconfiderable with liim 

t The Greek text admits' anolYver fenfe, which is perhaps no Icfs 
^ftod. *' Children may ufe art, and cheat ofic another in their gaities, 
•ml men in iheir oathi." SjUhu/t Tw; fj^n ntuims-a^fnya^nf, ruf nyUf 
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than his enemies. For he who deceives with a faife 
oath, plainly declares in fa doing, that he fears his 
enemies, but that he defpifes God. 

■ Here ends the twenty-fixth year of the Peloponne- 
iian war. In this year, it was, that young Cyrus daz* 
z]ed with the ufual fplendor of fuprcme authority, and 
jealous of the leaft omiflion in point of ceremonial 
homage, difcovered, by a remarkable a£lion, the fecret 
of his heart. BrouglH up from his infancy in the 
reigning houfe, nurtured under the fhade of the throne 
amidft the fubmiiBons and profi rations of the courtiers, 
entertained long by the difcourfes of an ambitious 
mother wh6 idolized him, in the defire and hope of 
empire, he began already to a Heft the rights of fove- 
reignty, and to exaft the honours paid to it with fur- 
prlfing haughtinefs and rigour. IVo Perfians of the 
royal family, his coufin-germans by their mother, his 
father Darius's fifter, bad omitted to cover their hands 
with their fleeves in his prefence, according to a ce- 
remonial obferved only to the kings x)f Perfia. Cyrus, 
refenting that negle£l as a capital crime, condemned 
them both to die, and caufed them to be executed at 
Swdis without mercy. Darius, at whofe feet their 
relations threw themfelves to demand juflice, was 
very much affefted with the tragical end of his two 
nephews, and looked upon this a6lion oi his fon's as 
an attempt upcMi himfelf, to whom alone that honour 
vas due. He refolved therefore to take his government 
from him, and ordered him to court upon the pretext 
of being fick, and having a defire to fee him. 

Cyrus before his departure lent for Lyfander to Sar- 
dis, and put into his hands great fums of money for 
the payment of his fleet, promifiiig him ftill more for 
the future. And with the oftentation of a young man, 
to let him fee how much he defired to oblige him, he 
aflfured him, that though the king his father fhould 
ceafc to afford him any fupplies, he would furnifh him 
the more willingly out of his own coffers, and that ra- 
ther than he fliould want the necefl'ary provifions, he 

■ XcSopk. Hcllea. 1. ii. p« 4^^. 

would 


\votiyd even 'caufe the throne of maflygisW and iMvfrf, 
^Q^pdh which he fat in juctghient, to be iHehed down. 
At length, when he vas iJpon thepdiflt df fet'trngout, 
-hfe^rti^owered him to receive the'tfributefsand^revcnuej 
•<)f the cities, confided the goiVemifieiit of his provinces 
Jto him,and conjured him with embi^cesnot't^givebm- 
'tte in his afbfencc, unlefs fuperior in force; becAufe the 
iking neither wanted the will nor th^ po^vfer togfveiiim 
'thfet fupcfriority to theentfmy ^ promifing At the famt 
't)me, Vith'the ftrongeft affurandes df tiffE56U0n, to bring 
f^hite a great number of thips from Ph^e^icia a)id Ciiicia. 

" Aite^ that prince's departure, Lyfander failed to- 
wards the Hellefpoat, and -laid fiege to La^pfa'ctis. To- 
-raTc, hating marched thither with his land forces at the 
fatne time, afTaulted the city on his fide. * The place 
ivfes carried by ftorm, and abandoned by Lyftnddr to* the 
^irtercyof the foldiers. The Athenians) \Vho followed 
^\ft\ clofe, came to an anchor in tbe'pOi*t«of Etetfntum in 
•thfeCherfonefus, Av»lth a hundred and fourfcdre galleys. 
'Bilt Upon the ne^rs of the taking dfLampfacus, they 
immediately fleered for Seftos, and after having taken 
in provifion«, they flood away from thence, failing 
'along the coaft to a place called'^yEgofpotamos, where 
^they halted over agairtft the enemy, who^e/c then at 
-anthor before Limipfacns. The Hellcfpont is ndt 
-above t\\^o thoiifjind paces broad in that place. The 
'two armies, feeiffg themfelves fo near each other, ex- 
'pefted only to refl that day, ^nd were in -hopes df 
•coming to a battle on the next. 

But Lyfander had another defign in view. He com- 
Tnanded the feamen and pilots togo on board their gal- 
leys, as if they were in reality to fight the next morn- 
ing at break of day, to hold themfelves in readmefs, 
'and to wait hrs orders with profound filence. He or- 
dered the land army in like manner to draw up in bat- 
tle upon the coaft,- and to wait the day without any 
noife. On the morrow, as foon as the fun was rifen, 

" Xenoph. Hcllen 1. ii. p. 455 — 4.58. *Plut, in Lyf. p. 437, 

*tc 440, idem ill AJcIb. p. 213. Diod. 1. xiii« p, 225,'2d6« i 
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'iht 'fftlfetAans began to row towahrfls 'flifefn with their 
"whote Beet -in "ohe line, and*to tM'thfc'm defiance. Ly- 
fahder,'^hdugh hf s fhipis were 'rtinged hi order of bat- 
tle, wkh their heads towards the enemy, lay ftill with- 
out inaWftg any tnovement. In the evening, when the 
■Athenians withdrew, he did not fuffer his foldiers to 
JO afliof fe, till two or three galleys, which he had fent 
otft to bbferve them, were retarded with advice, tha!t 
they had feen the enemy land. The next day pafTed . 
in the fame li*anner, as did the third and fourth. Such 
t cohauft, whidh argued referve.and apprehenfion, 
extremely augmented thfe fecurity and boldnefs of thfe 
Athenians, and infpired them with an extreme con- 
tempt for an army, Which'feir, in their fehfe, prevent- 
ed^from fliowing themfelves, and attempting any thing. 

WhiMl'thispaffed, Alcibiades, who was near the fleet, 
tookhbrfeand came to the Athenian generals ; to whom * 
he 'ref)refented, thiit they kept up6n a Very difadvan- 
idi^ttrixs' co^{t; where there wefe neither ports nor citids 
*in the'tieighbonrhood; that they were obliged to bring 
"their 'provifions from Seftos with great danger and dir- 
ficttlty; 5ind that they were verymuch in the wrong to 
;^ufFer the^ foldiers and mariners of the fleet, as foon as 
they were afhote, to ftraggle and difpeVfe themfelves at 
their own'pleafure, whilll the enemy's fleet faced theih 
in vrew, accuflomed to execute the orders of their ge- 
neral with infl:ant bbedience, and upon the flighteft fig- 
nal. He offeifed alfo to attadk the enemy by land with 
a ftrong body of Thracian tifoops, and to force them 
to a battle. The generals, efpecially Tydeus and Me- 
nander, jealous of their comrhana, did not content 
themfelves with refiifing his offers, from the opinion, 
that if the event proved unfortunate,' the whole blame 
would'fall upon them, and if favourable, that Alcibi- 
ades would engrofs the honour of it ; but reje£led'alf^ 
with infult his wife and fakitary counfcl, as if a raah . 
in difgrace loft his fenfe and abilities with the favour 
of the commonwealth. Alcibiades 'withdrew. 

The fifth day the Athenians prefented themfelves 

again, and offered him battle; 'retiring in the evening 

I according 
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according to cuflom with more infulting airs than tlie 
days before. Lyfafider, as ufual, detached fome gal- 
JeyS to obferve them, with orders to return with the ut- 
moil diligence, when they faw the Athenians landed, 
and to*put up a brazen buckler at each Ihip's bead as 
loon as they reached the middle of the channel. Himfelf 
in the mean time ran through the whole line in his galley, 
exhorting the pilots and oflicers to hold the feamen and 
foldiers in readinefs to row and fight on the firft fignal. 
As fuon as the bucklers were put up in the ihips 
heads and the admiral's galley had given the fignal by 
the found of trumpet, the whole fleet fet forwards in 
good order. The land army at the fame time made all 

Eoffible hafte to the top of the promontory to fee the 
attle. The ftrait that feparates the two continents in 
this place, is about fifteen lladia*, or three quarters .of 
a league in breadth, which fpace was prcfently cleared 
through the attivity and diligence of the rowers. Co^ 
non, the Athenian general, was the firft who perceived 
from (hore, the enemy's fleet advance in good order to 
attack him ; upon which he immediately cried out for 
the troops to embark. In the height oi forrow and 
perplexity, fome he called to by their names, fome he 
conjured, and others he forced to go on board their 
galleys ; but all 'his endeavours and emotion were in- 
effettual, the foldiers being difperfed on all fides. For 
they were no fooner come on fhore, than fome were 
run to the futtlers, fome to walk in the country, fome 
to fleep in their tents, and others had begun to drefs 
their fuppers. This proceeded from the want of vigi- 
lance ana experience in the generals, who not fufpeft- 
ing the leaft danger, indulged themfelves iii taking 
their repofe, and gave their foldiers the fame liberty. 

The enemy had already fallen on with loud cries and 
a great noife of their oars, when Conon, difengaging 
himfelf with nine galleys, of which nuipber was the 
facred fliip called tnc Parah an ^iiood away for Cyprus, 
where he took refuge with Evagoras. The Peloponne- 
iians, falling upon the reft of the fleet, took immediate- 

* 187$ piccs* 


PERSIANS AMD CRJECIANS. 1^37 

\y the gdUtys which were empty, and difabled and de« 
ilr<^ed fi^ch as began to fill with men* The foldieri » 
who ran without order or ^rms to their relief, wereei* 
tber killed in the endeavour to get on board, or flying 
on (hore were cut to pieces by the enemy, who landed 
in puriuit of them* Lyfander took three thoufandpri* 
foner&» with all the generals, and the whole fleet. Af* 
ter having plundered the camp, and fattened the ene. 
my*s galleys to the fterns of his own, he returned to 
Lampfi^cus, amidft the found of flutes and fongs of tri* 
umph. It w^s his glory to have achieved one of the 
greateil military exploits recorded in hiilory, with lit- 
tie or no lofs, and to have terminated a war in the fmall 
rpace of an hour, which had already lafted feven and 
twenty years, and which, perhaps, without him, had 
been of much longer continuance. Lyfander immedi- 
ately fent difpatches with this agreeable news to 
Sparta. 

The three thoufand prifoners, taken in this battle, 
having been condemned to die, Lyfander called upon 
Philocles, one of the Athenian generals, who had cauf- 
ed all the prifoners taken in two galleys, the one of 
Andros, the other of Corinth, to be thrown from the 
top of a precipice, and had formerly perfuadcd the peo* 
pleof Athens tomakeadecree for cutting offthe thumb 
of the right hand of all the prifoners of war, in order to 
dif^ble them^irom handling the pike, and that they 
might be fit only to ferve at the oar. Lyfander there* 
fore caufed him to be brought forth, and aflced him, 
what fentence he would pafs upon himfelf, for having 
induced his city to pafs that cruel decree. Philocles, 
without departing from his haughtinefs in the leaft, 
notwithflanding the extreme danger he was in, made 
anfwer, •* Aecufe not people of crimes who have no 
judges, but, as you are vitlor, ufe your right, and do 
by us as we had done by you, if we had conquered." 
At the fame inftant he went into a bath, put on after- 
wards a magnificent robe, ^^4 marched foremoft to 
the execution. All the prifoners were put to the fword^ 
except Adamantus, who had oppofed the decree^ 

Vol. IV. H After 
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After this (expedition, Ly fonder went wifli his Heel 
to all the maritime cities, and gave orders forall Athe- 
nians inthem to withdrefvr, asfoon as poffible, t^ Atken^, 
If ithout permitting them to take any oth^r foule ; de- 
claring, that after a certain time fixedi all fti€h ihoutd 
be puniOied with death, as fhbtild be found cut €>f 
Athens. This he did as an able politician, to Fdduc'e 
the city by famine the more e^fily, and to render it in- 
capable of fiullaining a long fiege. tHe afterwards ap- 
plied himfell in fubverting the democratic, and all 
other' forms of government throughout the cities ; 
leaving in each, of them a Lacedaemonian go verhor, 
called haYmoflti^ and ten archons or tnagift rates, whom 
he chofe out of the.focieties he had eftabliihed in them^ 
He thereby,. in fome meafure, fecufed to hieifelf uni- 
verfal authority, and a kind of fovereignty over all 
Greece; putting none into power bMt f^ch as were 
entirely devoted to his fervice. • 

:S2CT.*VH. Jiherks, hefttgtd by Lyfandtr^ capitulates^ 
and fur renders* JLxfdnder changes the Form of Go* 
vernmcnt^ and eftabnjhts thirty 'Qommanders in it. He 
Jends Gylippus before him to Sparta with all the Gold 
and Silver taken from the En^my, Decree 0/ Sparta 
upon the Vfe to be made of it. The Peloponnefian War 
.end fin this Manner. JJeach of Darius No thus, 

HEN the news of the entire defeat of the ar- 
my came to Athens by a (hip, which arrived 
ip the flight at the Pirseeus, the city was in univerfal 
confternation* Nothing was beard but cries of forrow 
2i\A defpair in every part of it. They imagiifed the ene- 
. my already at' their gates. They reprefcnted to them* 
felvcsthe miferies of a long fiege, a cruel famine, the 
Tuin and^burniifig of their city, the infolence of a proud 
.viftor, and the fliamcful (lavery they were upon the 

Eoint of^experiencing, mdre affliding and infupporta* 
le toth^mthan the moft fevere puniOimei^ts, and death 

'p A. M. 3600. Ant J. C. 404. Xenpplu HeU^ni }. Vu p. 438«« 
468. Hut. in Lyiantd. p.. 440, 441. * 
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itfelL l^e next day the aflembljr vrzs funrmoncd, 
ifherein ft was refolved to (hut uj aiH tlte ports, one 
only orcepted; to reptir the breaches in the walls; 
and mount guard; to prepare againft a fiege. 
* In effeft Agis and raulanias, the two kings of Spar« 
ta, advanced towards Athens with all their troops. Ly- 
fander foon after arrived at the Pineciis with a hundred 
and fifty fail, and prevented all fliips from going in or 
coming out. The Athenian^, befieged by fea and land, 
without provifions, fhips, hope of reflief, of any re- 
fource, rieinftatcd all perfons attainted by any decree, 
without fpeaking the leaft word of a capitulation, how- 
ever, though many already died of famine. But when 
their corn was entirely confumed, they fent deputies to 
Agis, to propofe a treaty with Sparta, tipon condition 
of abandoning all their poffeflions, the city and port 
only excepted. He referred the' deputies to Lacedae- 
mon, as not being empowered to treat with them. 
When they arrived at Salafia, upon the frontier of 
Sparta, and had made known their commiflBon to the 
Ephori, they were ordered to retire, and to come with 
oiher propofals, if they expe£led peace. The ephori 
lud demanded, that twelve hundred paces of the wall 
on each fide of the Pira;c*as fliouW bedemolifhed: but 
<ft Athenian, fc^r venturing to advife a compliance, 
^"^ii fent to prifon, and pfohibitit)n' made againft pro- 
portng any thing of that kind for the future. 
■ Inthis deplorable condition, Theramenes declared in 
tiie airembly,that if he were fent to Lyfander, he would 
know, whether thtrjrropofal made by the Lacedsemont- 
ans for difmantling the cffty was intended to facilitate 
its ruin, or to prevent a revolt!. The Athenians havitig 
deputed him accordingly, he" was more than three 
months abfent; no doubt with' the view of reducing 
them, by famine, to accept any conditions that (houlcj 
oe offered. On his return, he told them, that Lyfander 
had detained him all that tinie, and that at laft he had 
K-cn given to* underltahd that he might afpply to the 
t-phari. HeHVaj; therefor^ fent back >vith nine others 
^^-> Sparta, withf uil powctS^ro conclude a treaty. Wherf 
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they arrived there* the £phori gave them audience in 
the general aiFembly, where the Corinthia^is auid feve- 
ral other ;allies, efpecially the Thebans, infified that it 
was abfolutely neceflary to deilroy the city without 
hearkening any further to a treaty. But the Lacedx- 
monians, preferring the glory and fafety of Greece to 
their own grandeur* made anfwer, that they would ne- 
ver be. reproached with having deflroyed a city that had 
rendered fuch great fervices to all Greece ; the remem- 
brance of which ought to have much greater weight 
with the allies, than the refentment of private injuries 
received from it. The peace was therefore concluded 
under thefe conditions : <' That the fortifications of the 
Firxeus, with the lon^ wall that joined that port to the 
city, (houid be demohihed; that the Athenians ihould 
deliver up all their galleys, twelve only excepted; that 
tiiey ihould abandon all the cities they had feized, and 
content themfelves with their own lands and country j; 
that they ihould recal their exiles, and make a league 
oflenfive and defenfive with the Lacedaemonians, un- 
der whom they Ihould maorch wherever they thought fit 
to le^id them." 

The deputie$ on their return were furrounded with 
an innumerable throng of people, who apprehended that 
nothing had been concluded, for they were not able to 
hold out any longer^ fuch multitudes dying every day 
of famine. The next day they reportea the fuccefs of 
their negociation ; the treaty was ratified, notwithftand- 
ing the oppoiGtion of fome perfons ; and Lyfander, fol- 
lowed by the exiles, entered the port. It was upon the 
very day the Athenians had formerly gained the famous 
naval battle of Salamin. He caufed the walls to be de- 
iholiflied to the found of flutes and tr^mpets, and with 
all the exterior marks of triumph and rejoicing, as if all 
Greece had that day regained its liberty. Thus ended 
the Peloponneiian war, after having continued during 
the fpace of twenty-feven years. 

Lyfander, without giving the Athenians time to look 
about them, changed the form of their government en- 
tirely,, eftablilhed thirty archons, or raUbir tyrants, over 
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thecitjr, put a good garrifon into the citadel, and left 
the Spartan Callibius harmqftes^ or governor. A.ijis 
difmifled his troops. Lyfander, before he difbanded his, 
advanced againft Samos, which he preflcd fo warmly, 
that it was at laft obliged to capitulate. After having 
eftablifhed its ancient inhabitants in it, he propofed to 
return to Sparta, with the Lacedaemonian galleys, thofc 
of the Piraeeus, and the beaks of thofe he had taken. 

He had lent Gylippus, who had commanded the ar- 
ray in Sicily , before mm, to carry the money and fpoils, 
which were the fruit of his glorious campaigns, to La- 
cedaemon. The money, without reckoning the iimume- 
rable crowns of gold, given him by the cities, amounted 
to fifteen hundred talents, that is to fay, fifteen hundred 
thoufand crowns*. Gylippus, who carried this confi- 
dcrable fum, could not refill the temptation of con vert- 
ingfome part of it to his ownufe. The bags were fcaled 
tip carefujly, and did not feera to leave anv room for 
theft. He unfewed ihem at the bottom ; audf after hav. 
ing taken out of each of them what money he thought 
fit, to the amount of three hundred talents, he fewed 
them up again very neatly, and thought himfelf per- 
fcSly fafe. But when he arrived at Sparta, the ac 
^mx% which had been put up in each bag, difcovered 
lum. To avoid punifliment, he banifhed himfelf from 
his country, carrying along with him in all places the 
difgrace of having fullied, by fo bafe and fordid an 
avarice, the glory of all his great aSions. 

From this unhappy example, the wifeft and moft dif- 
tinguiihing of the Spartans, apprehending the all-pow- 
erful effe8;s of money, which enllaved not only the 
vulgar, but even the greateft of men, extremely blam . 
td Lyfander for:haviiig afted fo contradiftorily to the 
fandamental laws of Sparta, and warmly reprefented 
to the Ephori) how incumbent- it was upon them to 
tbaniih all that gold and filvcr from the republic, and 
to lay the heavieft of curfes and imprecations upon it, 

* About 337,oool. ftcrling. 
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M the fatal bane of all odi«r ftatei , iiitrpdaCQJ only t9 
corrupt the whoIej[Qme cooftitution of tjie Spartan gor 
vernmenta which bad fupp<Mted itfiplf Uff (q many ages 
with vigour and profp^^ty. The Ephori imfnediately 
paflbd a decree to profcrihe that money, and ordained 
that none fhould b« current, except the ufixdl pieces of 
iron. But Lyfander's friends oppofed ^U decrc»,and 
fparing no pains to reta^p thegold and (ilver in Sparta, 
the affair was referred for further d^libQraiion« There 
naturally feeroed only two methods to be confidered, 
which were, either to ^lake the gold and fil ver fpecies 
current^ or to cry them down, and prohibit them abfo- 
lutely. The men of addrefs and policy found oat a 
third expedient, which, in their fenfe, reconciled both 
the others with gre^t fucpefs : this was wifely to choofe 
the mean betwi;ct the vicious ^xtreines of tQO much ri- 
gour, and too much neglef^. It was therefore refolved, 
that the new coin of gold and Silver flzq^ld be folely 
employed by the public treafury; that it ihould only 
pafs in the occafions and ufe^ pf the ftate; and that 
every private perfon, in whofis poiTeiTuiW it ihould be 
found, ihould be in^mediately put to death* 

A ftrange ej^pcd^eutt, f<iys Plmarch! As iiLycurgus 
had feaiFed the fpecjes ^f g^d and filvcr^ and ^t the 
avarice.tbeyoccafiopt ao avarice, kef«tobecx)ting«ift». 
cd by prohibiting to particulars the pofifeflioaof jit,than 
inflamed by peripitting the date toamafs and makeufe 
of it for the fervice of the public. For it was impoffi- 
.ble, whilft that money was in honour and efteem with 
the public, that it Qiwld be defpifed in private as ufei- 
lefs, and ^hat popple ihouJid look upon that as of no va- 
lue in their doip6fti<? affairs, which the city; prized, and 
were fo much concerniedto have for its eccafions; bad 
ufages, authorifed by the. pfa&ice and cixampleof the 
public, ))eing athoufandtimesmoredang^roustopai^ 
ticulars, than the vices of particulars to the publi^* 
The Lacedasmonians, therefore, continues Plutarcb, in 
punifliing thofe witb death who Ihould make ufe of tbc 
new money in pirivate, were fo blind and imprud^ntt^ 
imagine, that the placing of the taW, and the terror, of 
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punifliment as a guard at the door» was fufficient to 
prevent gold and filvejr from entering the houfe : they 
left the hearts of their dtnsens open^o the defire and 
admiration of riches, and introduced themfelves a vio- 
lent paflion for amafling treafure, in caufing it to be 
deemj^d a great and honpurable thing ta become rii:h. 
^ It vTM about theeirf^of the Petoponriefttm war, that 
Darius Nothus, king of Perfia, died, after a reign of 
nineteen years. Cyrus* had arrived at the court before 
his death, and Paryfat^, his mother, whofe idol he was, 
not contented with having made his peace, notwith- 
fianding the faults he had committed in his govern- 
ment, prefled.the old king to declare him his fucceffor 
alfo, after the example of Darius the Firft, who gave 
Xerxes the preference befcrcali his brothers, becaufe 
born, as Cyrus was, after his father's acceflion to the 
throne* But D«rius didootcariy his complaifance for 
her fo far. He gave the crown to Arfaces, his eldeft 
fon, by Paryfatis al^, ^om Pltitarch called Arficas, 
and bequeatned only to Cyrus the provinces he had al« 
ftady. 

4 At Iff • 390o« Aitt« J* C* 4^4* 
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THIS chapter contains the domeftic troubles of the 
court of Perfia; the'death of Alcibiades ; there- 
eftabiifliment of the liberty of Athens ; and Lyfandet'i 
fecret defigns to make himfelf king. 

Sect. I. Coronation of Artaxerxes Mnemon. Cyrus 
attempts to ajfajfinatc his Brother^ and is Jint into 
AJia Minor. Cruel Revenge ofStatira* Wife oj Ar* 
taxerxes, upon the Authors and Accomplices m tie 
Murder of her Br other % Death of Alcibiades* His 
Charailer. 

• A RSACES, iipon afcending the throne, affum^i 
JljL the name of Artaxerxes, the fame to whom the 
Greeks gave the furname of *Mnemon, from hi* 
prodigious memory. ''Being near his father's bed, 
when he was dying, he afked him, a few moment* be- 

* A. M. 3600. Ant. J. C. 404. ^ Athen. ]. xii. p. 54^' 

* Wliich werd fignifies in the Greeks one of a good memoryi 
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ibre he expired, what faa^ been the rule of his conduft 
during fo long and happy a reim as his, that he might 
make it bis example. ** it has been/' replied he, ** to 
do always what juftioe and religion required of me." 
Words of 4ieep fenfe, and well worthy of being fet up 
in letters of gold in the palaces of kings, to keep them 
perpetually in mind of what ought to be the guide and 
^tile of all theira£Uons« It is not uncommon for princes 
to give excellent infiruflions to their children on their 
death-beds, which would be more efficacious, if pre- 
ceded by their own example and conduct ; without 
which they are as weak and impotent as the fick man 
vrho gives them, and feldom furvive him long. 

^ Soon j^fter Darius's death, the new king fet out 
from his capital for the city of *Pafargades, in order 
to his coronation, according to cuftom, by the priefts of 
ll^erfia. There was in that city a temple of the goddefs 
whoprefided in war, in which the coronation was fo* 
lemnized. It was attended with very finguiar ceremo- 
uijBs, which no doubt had fome myfterious fenfc; 
though Plutarch does not explain it. The prince at his 
confecration took off his robe in the temple, and put 
on that worn by the ancient Cyrus, before he came to 
the throne, which was preferv'ed in that place with 
great veneration. After that, he ate a dry fig, chewed 
fume leaves of the turpentine tree, and drank a draught 
compofed of milk and vinegar. This might figniiy, 
that the fwects of fovereign power are mingled with 
the fours of care and difquiet, and that if the throne be 
funounded with pleafures and honours, it is alfo at- 
tended with pains and anxieties. It feems fufficiently 
evident, that the defign in putting the robes of Cyrus 
upon the new kine, was to make him underil^nd, that 
heihould alfo clothe his mind with the great qualities 
and exalted virtues of that prince. 

Young Cyrus, whofe foul was all ambition, was in 
defpair upon being forever prevented from afcending 
a throne his mother had given him, and on feeing the 

^ Plut. io Arux. p. 1019. 
* A city of Perlk built by Cyrus <be Grc^t. 
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iceptrt which he thought hii ridht, transferred into thi 
hands of his brother^ The blackeikcrimes coft theami< 
bitious nothings. Cyrus refoived to aflaffinate Artax« 
erxes in the ieinple itfelf» and in the prefence of the 
V^hole court, juff when he took off his own^to put oa 
the robe of Cyrus. Artaxerxes was apprized of this de.-^ 
fign by the prieft himfelf, who had educated his bro- 
ther, to whom h^ had imparted it* Cyrus was feized^ 
Hnd condemned to die, when his mother Paryfatis, aU 
Qipft out of her (ienfes, flew to the piaoe, clafped hira b 
her arms» tied herielf ta him withthe treflesof herhair, 
^flened her neck to his» »nd by her ihrieks and tears, 
and prayers, prevailed fo far as to 6ht2in bis pardon, 
9^nd that he fliouid be fent back to his govemii^ent of the 
maritime provinces. He carried thither with him an 
^bition no lefs ardent than before, was ammaud be*' 
$des with thq refentment of the check he had received, 
%nd the warm defire of revenge^ and armed with a;aal^ 
mofi unbounded power* Artaxerxes, upon this occa-* 
iion,st8ed contrary to the moft commonrulcsofpolicy, 
yhich do not admit * the nouriibing and enflaming, by 
extraordinary honours,, the pride and haughtinefs of a 
Ijold and enterprifing young prince like Gyrus, who had 
carried his perfonal enmity to his brother fp far, as toi 
have refolved to afTailinate him.w>ith his'own hand, and 
whole ambition for empire was fo great, as^to emplov 
the moft criminal methods for theattaiAment of its end- 
*^ Artaxerxes hadefpou&d Statira^ Scarce had hei' 
bufband afcended the throne, when ihe employed the 
power her beauty gav.e h«r over hiip^ to. auenge the 
death of her brother TeriteuchmesL Hiftory has not a« 
ipore tjrs^ical fcene,.i¥>r a more raonfirous complication 
ol aduUry, inceft, and murder; which,^ after, having 
qccaiipned great dilorders in: the royal family,,tennin- 
ated at length in the mpii fatal manner to all who had 
afay ftiare in it. But it is neceflary, foe the reader's 
knowledge of the £a6):, to trace it fcom the beginning*^ 

•Cttf. c. li.lv. 

• -A/Jf quis mobiles Mdokfiieniium, anims prmwiiMris fmoribus ad^/upcrhuM 
(^oiUnL TACiX« Aiuiai U iv. c. 17,. 
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RidameS) ' Statim's father, a Perfian of very great 
quality, was go^emer of one of the principal proVmccs 
of theempire* Stattm was a lady of Extraordinary beau • 
ty, which indttced Aftaxerxes to marry her, who was 
then called Arfaces. At the fame time Tcriteuchmes^ 
Statira's brother, married Hamcftris, Arfaces's filled, 
oneof the dafughtersof Darrus and Paryfatis ; in favour 
of which marriage Teritfcnchmes, "P?^ ^^s father's 
death, had his government ffiven him. There wasat the 
fame time another iiftet in tnis family, no lefs beautiful 
than Statira, and who befides excelled in the arts of 
fliooting with the bow, and- throwing the dart. Teri« 
teuchmes,her brother, conceived a criminal paflion fot 
her, and, togratify it, refolved to fet himfelf atjiberty 
by killing Hanieftrts, whom hehad efpoufed. Dariu^, 
having been infbrmed- of tHis projefi, by the force oi 
prefents and promises engaged Udiaftes, TeVfteuch- 
BMs's intimate friend and confident, t,o prevent fo bJack 
a deffgn, by affaffinating himu- He obeyed, amd-had 
for his reward the govcrrtrhent of him. he had p^t to 
death' withh is own hands.' 

Amortgft Teriteuchmes's guards wa^a-foit x^f 'UHiL 
aftes, Called Mithridates, very much attached to his Def- 
ter. The young jgentleman^ ujpon hearing that his faf- 
thcr had committed thi^ mnrderin perfon,. uttered aH 
nanner of imprecations-againft him, and full of hoirot 
for fo infamous-ajid^ile an a6lion, feized on the city of 
Zaris, and openly .revolting, declared for the eftabliflt- 
'mesat- of TeriteuchmesV fon. But that y^ung man 
could not Isold but longiagamfl I>arius. He was blocks 
«i up in the place with the fon of T^riteuchmes, whom 
itliti with him^ and all the reft of the family of Hi- 
darncs w«reput in prifon, anddelivered to Paryfatis, to 
do with them as that mother, exafperated to thclaft ex* 
ttk by the tVeatment .either done or intended againft 
h«r daughter Hameftris, Ihould thfnk fit. That cruel 

trincefs- began by caufing Iloxana, whofe beauty had 
cen the occafion of this evil, to be fawed in two, and 
ordered all the reit to be put to death, except Statira, 
"^iiofe life Ihe grahled to the tears and the. mojl tender 
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and ardent foUcitations of Arfaces ; whofeJove fofhin 
uife made him fpare no pains, fox ber pr^fervatioHt 
though Darius, his father, believed it necefiary^ even 
f(>r his own good, that {he Ibould fliare the fame fate 
ivith the reft of her family. Such was the Hate of the 
affair at the death of Danus. 

Statira,.as foon as her huib^nd was upon the throne, 
caufes Udiaftes to be.delivered into ber hands. She or* 
dered his tongue to be torn out, and made him die in 
tlie mod exquifite torments (he could invent, to punifli 
the crime which had occafioned the ruin of her family. 
She gave his government to Mithridates, in recoin« 
pence for his atuchment to the interefts pf ber family, 
raryfatis, on her fide, took her revenge on the fon of 
Teritenchraes, whom ihe caufed to be poifoned, and 
we (hall fee that Sutira's turn was not very remote. 

We fee here the terrible effefls of female revenge, 
and in.general of what exceiTes they are capable, who 
iind themfelves above all laws, and have no other rule 
fur their anions than their will and paflions. 

Cyrus, having refolved to dethrone his brother, em-* 
ployed Clearchus, the Lacedaemonian general, to raife 
;a body of Grecian troops, under pretence of a war, 
which that Spartan was to carry into Thrace. I Ihall de- 
fer fpeaking of this famous expedition, and alfo of the 
death of Socrates, w hich happened about the fame time ; 
intending to treat thofe two great events in all the ex- 
tent they deferve. It was without doubt with the fame 
.view, that Cyrus prefented Lyfander a galley of t^fo 
cubits in length, made of ivory and gold, to congratu- 
JUte him upon hi$ naval victory. That galley was con* 
fecrated to Apollo in the temple of Delphos. Lyfan- 
der went foon after to Sardis, charged with magnifi- 
cent prefents ior Cyrus from the allies. 

It'was upon that occafion Cyrus Imd the celebrated 
convcrfation with Lyfander^ related by Xcnophon,aw<^ 
which Cicero after him has applied fo beautiiuliy* 
That young * prince, who piqued himfeif more upon 

* Narrat Socrates in to Uhro Cyrum mncr emy regem Per/arum^ pr(fp*^^ 
tM^tnij aiquc imptriigkria^ ium i-^jfrntkr Lttudamcndm vtr JiuimA vtriv^^^^ 


ins infegntrand pdliteiiers than Robilttjr Md mniiettr^ 
pleafed bimf elf with condufiitfg in ptrfon fo iMuftrious 
a gueil through his gardens^ and to make him obfervtf 
the various bueauties of tfaem. JLyfander, ftruck with 
fo fine a profped, admired the manner in which the 
feveral parts were laid out, the height and proje^ion 
of the trees, the neatnef« aad difpoiuion of the walks ; 
the abundance of fonts, planted widi an an which ha4 
known how to unite the ufefui with the agreeable ; 
the beauty of the parterres, and the glowing variety of 
flowers, exhaling odours univerfally throughout the 
delightful fcene. '* £very thing charms and tranfportt 
me in this place/' faid Lyfander, addFeifing htmfeif to 
Cyrus; *' but what ftrikes me moft, is the exquifite 
tafte and el^ant induftry of the perfon who drew the 
plan of the feveral pacts of this garden, and gave it th^ 
fioe order, wonderful difpofition, and happinefs of 
iymmetry, which I cannot fufficiently admire." Cy- 
rus infinitely pleafed with this dilcourle, replied, 
" It was I that drew the plan, and entirely marked it 
out ; and not only that, many of the trees which you 
fee, were planted with my own hands, "-^** What," 
replied Lyfander, confidering him from head to foqf , 
•'* is it'poifible, with thefe ]Mirple robes and fplendid 
ve&ments, thofe firings of jewels and . bracelets of 
gold, thofe buflcins fo richly embroidered, that you 
could play the gardener, and employ your royal hands 
in planting trees ?"^ — " Does that furprife you ?" faid 
Cyrus, " I fwcar by the god * Mithras, that when my 

vnifit sd eum SardiSf tifue ^t iena djhciis aitufifit, tt caUris in rehts comem 
trga LjfndruM atpu hwnatitrnjuijef tt ei fttemdam con/rpium agnm dUifmtr 
conjitum ^endjjfe. Cum autem ttdndrarctur Ljfimder et proariUdes ariorum^ 
'tt direQos in anincuncem ordints, tt humumfubSlim. atque piiram. tifuavitatent 
adlpfiMi ^i ejfinrentur ijlorthns; hm cum Mxiffe, mirari Je nan modo diligent 
fiajB, Jed etiam foUrtiam ejust d auo cffent Ula dimtnpx ttqut defiripta. Jit ei 
Cyrum rtfponJiJ/e: /Itfue ego ijiafum aimenfus^ meijuut ordtnes, mea defcriptio^ 
nidta etiam ijurum arborum mfa manu funt fulx. Turn Ly/undrum intuzuter/i 
ejus perpuram et nitarem (Orporis pomatum fue Perficum multo auro mufti fque gem* 
mi^dixijl'e: RtSie vervi te^ Cyrt, heattm JerutU, fuqmam virtuti tua fortuna 
Conjuncia efi. Cic. dc Scncc. n. 59. 

*'lhc Pcrfiaas 'adoicd the iun un4tr thatnamCf who was their 
principal god. 
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lieaXth aclmits, l.n.evtf fit dowa to ubie witbout. BaW 
ing made my felffwcat. with fome fatigue or. other J ei<f 
tlv»: in juilitary ejceccife^ rural labour^ or fome other 
iQilfome i^mpkiynientv to. which I apply with pleafure^ 
and without fparing. my fislE.'' Lylandef was amazed 
at .this difcourfe, and preffing. him by the band ; * 
V Cyrua,"Jaud he, "you jure truly happy; »nd defcrve 
your, high fortune; hecauie you unite it with virtueJ^ 
• Alc^ibi^des was, at no fm^ll rains to difcorer the ogr* 
llefy of the Ji^vtes made by Cynis« and went into the 
province o£ Pharnabafus, with defign to proceed to the 
€pur( of Perfia»and to apprize Artaxerxes of the fcheme 
)^d againft him. JIaa, he arrived there, a difcovery 
Qf .fuph impcHtance..had. infalli&ly procuoed him the 
&MOttr of that princc»and*the ai&ftance he wanted for 
the re^fAabliflmiettt of his country. But theXacedS'^ 
laontan parttzans a^ Athens, that is to fay, the thirty 
tyrants, apprehended the intrigues of to fupenor age<> 
nius as hisa^aapKl reprefented to their maftera^,. that, they 
were ioevitably ruined, if they did not find mean^ to- 
rid themfelves of Alcibiadcs. The J.«acedaemoniaas 
thereupon wrote to Phamabafus^- and with an abje& 
fneannefs not to .be excufed, ml which fliowed now 
niuch. Sparta hadt degeneaatedfrom her ancient man- 
Iters, made preflice infta^ces to him, to deliver ftbem at 
^y rate from fo u>rmidable an. enemy.. The. fatrap^ 
iEon»plied to their wiih- Alcibiades was then inafmall 
town in Phrygia„ where he lived with his concubiiw 
+ Timandra* Thofe who were fent to kill liim, not 
daring to ^te^his houfe^ contented th«mf(rives with 
Grounding and felling it on fire. A)cihiade», having. 
Quitted it through the flames, fwoijd in hand,^e Bar- 
barians w^re afiaid to ftay to come to blows with him*, 
but flying and retreating as he advanced, they poured 
their darts and arrows upon him,. and he fell dead uporV 

. . * Aix««w(, (fj Kvfc tvieHftAVHt*'t»yet9»i ya^ an tv2<9ifA0f*$ig» : Which ClO^" 
iranilatcfi : EU^ ve90 Ar, CyrM^ biatum/crunt, fliMidm. vimdi^Uut firtiina tf"^ 

f It was faid th^it Laia theftgiintt/cottrtczstti called thtJCoiM'^^' 
waatht dauehtesof thu Xixnandxa«. 


the fpot* Timandra faomk Aip kis body, znA having 
julorned and covered it wkh the fineft robes fhe had^ 
ihe made as magnificent a fvneral for it^as her prefent 
condition would admi^ 

Such was the end oE Alcibiades, whofc great Tirtue* 
were lUfled and. fupprefled hy ftill greater, vices. ^ It 
is not eafy to fay, vrhetbor his good or bad qualitiet. 
were moit pernicious to his country; for, with thft 
one he deceived, and with the other he oppreffed it*. 
In him diflinguilhed valoqr wa& united witn nobility 
of blood. His perfon was beautiful and finely made^ 
ke was eloquent, of great ability in affairs, infinuating^ 
and formed for charmingall mankind. He lovcdglory ; 
but without prejudice to his inclination for pleafure i. 
nor was he fo fond of pleasure as to negleft his glory 
for it. He hnew how to give into^oir aofira£l himfelf 
from it, according to the fituation ot his affairs.. Neveif 
was there du&ility of ffenius e^.ual to his* He meta^ 
moiphofcd himfelf with, incredible faciiity, like a Pro« 
ttus, into the moft contrary forms, and fupported 
them all with as ranch eafe and grace,, as if each had 
been natural to him. ' 

This convertibility of chara£ler,^ according to ot^ 
cafions^the cuftomsof countfics,andhisown mterefts,^ 
difcover a heart void o£ principles^ without either 
truth or juflice.. He did not confine himieif either to> 
Eeiigion,, virtue,, laws,, duties^ or hi^ country.. His folc 
rule of afiion was his private ambition,, to which he 
leduced every thing. Hiis aim- was to pleafe,. to daz^ 
3le,and>be beioved; ImjI at/ the fame time ta fubje£b 
tliofe he fpothed. He favoured them only as they*. 
&rved his purpofes;. and made^his-correfponrdenceand 
ibciety a means for engrofQngevecy thing, to himfelfw 

His life was a. perpetual mixture of gpodand eviL 
His failles for virtue were ill fuftained, and quickly 
degenerated into vices and cximes, very little to the- 
honour of the inilruftions of that great philofopher,, 

* Cujusmfiio ufrumiona an vitiapatri<r pernifio/iora/uainii UUs tnim tivc& , 
JmtUce^it, ki a§ixiu Val. Max, L iii..c. w 
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who took no fman pains to. cultivate kim into a man 
of worth. His afiions were glorious ; but without 
rule or principle. His charaoer was elevated and 
grand ; but without connexion and confifteace. He 
Was focceflively the fupport and terror of the Lace- 
daemonians ana Perfians. He was either the mister- 
tune or refuge of his own cocuitr}\ aiccording ro his 
declaring for or againft it. In fine^ he was the author 
of an univerral 'deftru£live war in Greece, irom the 
fole motive of commanding, by inducing the Atheni* 
ans to befiege Syracufc ; much lefs from the hope of 
ponquering Sicily* and afterwards Africa, than with 
the defign of keeping Athens in dependence upoa 
hirafelf ; convinced, that having to deal with an i neon- 
ftant, fufpicious, ungrateful, jealous people, averfe to 
thofe that governed, it was neceifaryto engage .tbera 
continually in fome great affair, in order to make his 
fer vices always neceifary to them, and that they migitt 
not be at leifure to examine, cenfure, and condema 
bis condufl. 

He had the fate generally experienced by perfons 
of his character, and of which they cannot reafonably 
complain. He never loved any one, himi'elf being 
bis fole motive; nor ever found a friend. He made 
it his merit and glory to amufe all men, and nobody 
confided in, or adhered to him. His fole view was to 
live with fplendor, and to lord it univerfally ; and he 
perifhed fniierahly, abandoned by the whole world, 
and obliged at his death to the feeble fervices and im- 
potent zeal of one only woinan foe the lad honours 
rendered to his remains. 

About this time died Democritus the pbilofopheri 
of whom more will be faid elfewbere. 
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Sect. II, The Thirty exercife the moft horrid Crutlius 
at Alliens, They put Theramenes^ one of their Col* 
leagues^ to Death. SocraUs takes his Defence upon 
hrnftlf, Thrafybulus attacks the Tyrants^ makes 
UmJelJ Mafler of Athens^ and rejlores its liberty. 

'"T'HE council of thirtyt eftablifhed at Athens by 
X Lyfander, commiued the moft execrable cruel* 
ties. Upon pretence of reftratnin^ the multitude with- 
in their duty, and to prevent feditions, they had caufed 
guards to be ailignea them, had armed three thoufaiid 
of the citizens for that fervice, and at the fame time 
difarmed all the reft. The whole city was in the ut- 
moll terror and difmay. Whoever oppofed their iiw 
juftice and violence, became the victims of them. 
Riches were acrime that never failed of drawing a fen- 
tence upon their owners, always followed with death, 
and the confifcation of eftates ; which the thirty ty- 
rants divided amongft themfelves. They put more peo- 
ple to death, fays Xenophon, in eight, months of peace, 
than the enemies had oone in a war of thirty years. 

The two moft confiderable perfoas o£ tac; thirty 
^Crc Critias and Theramenes, who at firft lived in 
peat union, and always a£ted in concert with each 
©ther. The latter haa fomc honour, and loved his 
couatry. When he faw with what an excefs of vio- 
lence and cruelty his colleagues behaved, he declared 
openly againft them, and thereby drew their refentmeut 
^Pon him. Critias became his nioft mortal enemy, and 
?^^ed as informer againft him before the fcnateyaccuf- 
^^g him of difturbing the tranquillity of the ftate, an4 
^i dcGgniag to.fubvert the preienf: goYernmejit. 4i* he 
perceived that tiic defence pf Xheramen^ was beacil 
^^ filence and approbatiort,, \^ w^s afraid, tliat i£ th^ 
affair was.teTuo the degi/iol^iof Unefengtt^ Jhl^.-^wli 
acquit him. Having thereiiire paufed a b*tid <>l young 
''^^"» whom h< had armed with popiiu-ds, to jadyapcc 

'vlJ«*»oph. Hift.;i. ii. p. 4<4, A'47>. 'Wad. k aiv. y. »35-^a». 
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All the citizens of any confideration in Athens, and 
vho retained a love of liberty, quitted a place reduced 
to fo hard and (hanieful a flavery, and fought elfewhere 
an afylum and retreat, where they might live in fafety. 
At the head ot thele was Thrafybulus, a per fon of extra- 
ordinary merit, who beheld with the moft lively afflic 
•tion the miferies of his country. The Lacedaemonians 
•had the inhumanity to endeavour to deprive thofe un- 
happy fugitives of this laft refource. They publifccd 
an cdift to prohibit the cities of Greece from giving 
•them refuge, decreed that they fhould be delivered up to 
the thirty tyrants, and condemned all fuch as fliould 
contravene the execution of tliis edift, to pay a fine of 
five talents. Onlv two cities rejefted with difdain fo 
unj uit an ordinance, Megara and Thebes ; the latter ot 
which made a decree to puniihall perfons whatfoever, 
Jwho fhould fee an Athenian attacked by his enemies 
without doing his utmofi to aflift him. Lyfias, an orator 
4)f Syracufe, who had been baniflied by the thirty, * raif- 
cd five hundred foldiers at his own expence, and fent 
them to the aid of the common country of eloquence. 

Thraryhu I us loft no tiine« After having taken Phyla, 
a fmall tort 6i Attica^ he marched to the Piraecus, of 
.lyhich he made himfelf matter. The thirty fle^ thither 
->rith their troops; and a battle fufficiently warm enfucd. 
-But as the foldiers on one fide fought with valour and 
vigour for their liberty, and on the other with indolence 
jLiid ncglett fortbe power of others, thefuccefs was not 
.-doubtful, but followed the: better caufe. The tyrants 
were overthrown^ . Critias was killed upon the fpo^* 
And as the reft of the arniy w^ere taking to flight, Thra- 
fybulus cried 6ut f** -Wherefore do youfly from me as 
'4rom a viftor, raflier tlKiB afflft'me as the avenger of 
^'ouj liberty? We areubt enemies, but fellow- citizens ; 
.nox have we declared war againft the irityi but againft 
•the thirty tyrants." He continued with bidding thenl 
remember, that they had the fame origin, country, la^^, 

^Ahfumtra mjjit. jv;*tin. I. ¥• c, g« ♦. i :.?...- . . 
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and religion; he exhorted them to compaflionate their 
exiled brethren, to reilore their country to them, and 
refume their liberty themfelves. This difcourfe had 
fuitable efFe£ls. The army, upon their return to 
Athens, expelled the thirty, and fubllituted ten perfons 
to govern in their room* whofe conduct proved no 
better than theirs. 

It is a matter of furprife, that fo fudden, fo uni verfal, 
fo tenacious, and fo uniform a confpiracy againil the 
public good, Oiould always a6luate the feverai bodies of 
perfons eftabliihed in the adminiilration of this govern- 
iDcnt. This we have feen in the four hundred formerly 
chofen by Athens; again in the thirty ; and now in the 
tea. Ana what augments our wonder is, that this paiiion 
for tyranny ihould poifeCs fo immediately republicans, 
born in the bofom of liberty, accuiiumed to an equality 
of condition on which it is founded, and principled 
from their earlieft infancy in an abliorrence of ail fub» 
jeftion and dependency. ^ There mull be on the one 
fide in power and authority fome violent impuife to ac- 
tuate in this manner fo many Derfons, of wiiom many, 
no doubt, were not without ientiments of virtue and 
honour; and to baniib fo fuddenly the principles and 
manners natural to them ; and on the other an exceifive 
propenlity in the mind of man to fubjefl his equals, to 
rule over them imperioufly, to carry him on to the lail 
extremes of oppreflion and cruelty, and to make him 
{orget at once all laws, nature, and religion. 

The thirty being fallen from their power and hopes, 
fent deputies to Lacedaemon to demand aid. It was not 
Lyfander's fault, who was fent to them with troopf^that 
the tyrants were not re-e(lablilhed« But king Paufa-. 
nias, moved with compaflion for the deplorable co^ndi- 
tion, to which a city, once foflouriihing, was reduced, 
had the generofity to favour the Athenians in fecret, 
and at length obtained a peace for them. It wa$ fealed 
with the blood of tbe.tyrants, who, having taken arm^ 
to reinilate themfelves in the government, and being^ 

^ Fi {Itminatumis catvuffuj. Tacit. . . 
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filetice upon cenfure ; but the more conftraint they lay 
upon it during their lives, the more liberal will it be, 
after their deaths, of complaints and reproaches, and 
the more infamy and imputation will be fixed to their 
memories. The power of the thirty was of a very 
fliort duration, their guilt immortal, which will be re- 
membered with abhorrence throughout all ages, whilli 
their names will be recorded in hiftory only to render 
them odious, and to make their crimes deteftable. He 
applies the fame refleflion to the Lacedaemonians, who 
alter iiaving made themfelves. mailers of Greece by a 
wife and moderate condu£l, fell from that glor}% 
through the feverity, haughtinefs, and injuftice, with 
which they treated their allies. There is doubtlefs no 
reader, whom their abje£l and cruel jealoufy, in regard 
to Athens, enflaved and humbled, has not prejudiced 
againfi them ; nor is there any refembiance in fuch be* 
haviour of the great nefs of mind and noble generolity 
of ancient Sparta; fo much power has the luft of do- 
mi nion and profperity over even virtuous men. Dio- 
idorus concludes his refie£lion with a maxim very true, 
though very little known: "The greatnefsand majeily 
of princes," fays he, (and the fame may be faid of all 

Serfons in high authority! " can be fupported only by 
umanity and juftice witn regard to their fubje£U; as 
on the contrary they arc rumed and deilroyed by a 
cruel and oppreffive government, which never fails tQ 
draw upon them the hatred of their people." 

Sect. III. Lyfandcr abufes his Power in an €xir§* 
ordinary Manner. He ts recalled to Sparta upon the- 
Complaint of Pharnabafus. 

^ A S Ly fander had the greatell fliare in the celebrat- 
xJL ed exploits, which had raifed the glory of the 
Lacedaemonians to fo high a pitch ; fo had-he acquired 
a degree'of power and authority, of whi(j^ there was r^ 
fxample before in Sparta; but he fuffered himfelf to be 
carried away by a prefumption and vanity itill greater 

^Plut. in Lybad.p. 4l3-^4lS* 
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than bis power. He permitted the Grecian -eities to 
dedicate altars to him as to a god, and to ofTer facrifices^ 
and fing hymns and canticles in honour of him. The 
Samians ordained, by a public decree, that the feaft« 
celebrated in honour of Juno, and which bore the name 
of that goddefs fhould be called the Feafis of Lyfandtr* 
He had always a crowd of poets about him (who are 
often a tribe of venal flatterers) who emulated each 
other in (ingimg his great exploits, for which they were 
magnificently paid* Praife is undoubtedly due to no- 
ble deeds; but diminiflies their luftre when either 
forged or exccffive. 

This fort of vanity and ambition, had he fiopped' 
there, would have hurt oniy himfelf, by expofing hin» 
to envy and contempt ; but a natural confequeiice of 
it was that through his arrogance and pride, in conj unc* 
tion with the inceifant flatteries of thofe around him, he 
carried the fpirit of command and authority to an in- 
fupportable excefs, and obfervcd no longer any mea- 
fures either in rewarding or punifliing. The abfolute 
government of cities with tyrannic power were the 
fmitsof his frfendfliip, and the ties of hofpitality ^^ith 
him; and only the death of thofe he hated, could put 
an tx\iL to his refentment and difpleafur^, without its' 
being impoffible to efcape his vengeance. What Sylla 
caufed to be irifcribed upon his tomb, might, with 
equal propriety, have been engraved upon Ly fander*s : . 
That no man had ever furpafled him in doing ffood to' 
nis tncnns, or evil to ms enemies. 

Treachery and perjury coft him nothing whenever 
they prompted his detigns ; nor was he leTs cruel than 
revengeful ; of which what he did at Miletus is a fuffi* 
cient proof. Apprehending that thofe who were at the 
head ofthe people would el cape him, he fworenot to do 
them any hurt. Thofe unfortunates gave credit to' his 
oath, and no fooner appeared in public, than they were 
put to the fword with his confent by the nobility, who 
killed them all,though no kfs than eight hundred. The 
number of thofe in the party of the people, whom he 
caufed to be maffacred in the other cities, is incredible; 

Vol. IV* I for 
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for he did not only deftroy to fatiate his own refenu 
ments, but to ferve, in, all places, the enmity, malice; 
and avarice of his friends, whom he f up ported in grati- 
fying their paffions by the death of their enemies. 

There was no kind of injuftice and violence which 
the people did not fuffer under the government of Ly- 
lanaer; whilft the Lacedaemonians, who were fuffici- 
ently informed of his cond uft , gave themfel ves no trou- 
ble to prevent its effefls. It is too common for thofe in 
power to be little affefted with the vexations and opprcf- 
iions laid upon perfons.of low condition and credit, and 
to be deaf to their juft complaints, though authority is 
principally confided in them forthedcfenceof the weak 
and poor, who have no other prote£lors. But if fuch re- 
monilrances are made by a gre^it or powerful perfon, 
from whom they, may have any thing to hope or fear, 
the fame authority that was flow and drowfy, becomes 
immediately warm and c)fiicious ; a certain proof that it 
is not the love of jufiice that annates it: this appears 
here in the condu£l of the Lacedaemonian magiftrates* 
Pharnabafus, weary of Lyfandcr's repeated injuftices, 
who ravaged and pillaged the provinces under his com- 
mand, having fent ambafladors to Sparta, to complain 
o{ the wrongs he had received from, that general, the 
Ephori recalled him. Lyfander was at that time in the 
Hellefpont, The letter of the Ephori threw him into 
great conflernation. As he principally feared the com- 
plaints and accufations of Pharnabafus, he made all the 
hafte he could to come to an explanation with him, 
from the hope of foftening him, and making his peace. 
He went for that purpofe to him, and defired, that he 
would write another letter to the Ephori, intimating a 
fatista£lion in his condu£t. But Lyfander, fays Plu- 
tarch, in fuch an application to Pharnabafus, forgot the 
* proverb, Set a thief to catch a thief ^ The fatrap, pro- 
raifed all he defired, and accordingly wrote fuch a let- 
ter in Lyfander's prefence as he had afked of him, but 
prepared another to a quite different effeft. When he 
was to feal it, as both letters were of the fame fize and 

♦ The Greek proverb is Crttan againji Cretan, from the people of 
Crete) who palTcd for the greateft cheats and liarft in the world. 
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form, he dexteroufly put that he had written in fecret 
into the place of the other, • without being obferved, 
which he fealed and gave him- 

Lyfandcr departed weU fatisficd, s^d hting arrived: 
at Sparta, alighted at the palace where the fenate was 
aifembled, and delivered Pharnabafus's letter to the 
Ephori. But he was ftrangely furprifed when he heard 
the content's, and withdrew in extreme confufion aitd 
diforder. Some .days after he returned to the fenate, 
and told the Ephori, that he was obliged to go to the 
temple of Ammon to acquit himfelf of the iacrifices 
be liad vowed to that god before his battles. That 
pilgrimage was no more than a pretence, to cover the 
pain it gave him to live as a private per f on in Sparta, 
and to fubmit to the yoke of obeying; he, who till 
then had always governed. Accuflomed long to com- 
manding armies,. and to the flattering dittinttions of a 
kind of fovereignty exercifed by him in Afia, he could 
not endure the mortifying equality with the multitude, 
nor reftraia himfelf to the limplicity of a private life. 
Having obtained permiffion,not without great difficul- 
ties, he embarked. 

As foon as he was gene, the kings, refleftingthat he 
held all the cities in his dependence, by the means of 
their governors and magiftrates eftablilhed by him, to 
whom they were alfo indebted for their unlimited au- 
thority, and that he was thereby effeftually lord and 
mafterof all Greece, applied thejufelves vigorouflv to 
reftore the government of the people, and to depofe all 
liis creatures and friends from any Chare in it. This 
alteration occafioned great tumults at firft* About the 
ftme time Lyfander, being apprized of the defign of 
- Thrafybulus, tOre-eftablilh the liberty of his country, 
returned with the utmoft diligence to Sparta, and en- 
deavoured to engage the Laceaacmonians to fupport the 
party of the nobility at Athens, We have before ob- 
ferved, that Paufanias, from a more noble fpirit of 
equity and geiierofity, gave peace to Athens, and by 
^li4t means, fays Plutarch, clipped the wings of Lyfan- 
der's ambition. 

I 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

Young Cyrus^ with ike Aid of the Grecian Troops^ en* 
deavours to dethrone his Brother Artaxerxes. He is 
killed in Battle, Famous Retreat of the Ten Thou/and. 

ANTI QUIT Y has few events fo memorable as thofe 
I am about to relate in this place. We fee on one 
fide a young prince, abounding, otherwife, with excel- 
lent qualities, abandoned to his violent ambition, carry 
the war from far againft his brother and fovereign, and 
go to attack him almoftin his own palace, with the view 
of depriving him at once of his crown and life. We 
fee him, I fay, fall dead in th^ battle, at the feet of that 
brother, and terminate, by fo unhappy a fate, a*i enter- 
prife equally glaring and criminal. (Jnthe other band, 
the Greeks who follow him*; deftitu^c of all fuccour 
after the lofs of their chiefs, without allies, provifions, 
money, horfe, 6r archers, reduced to lefs than ten thoci- 
fand men, with no rcfource but in their own perfons 
and valour, fupported only by the warm defire of pre- 
fer ving their liberty, and of returning to their native 
countries ; thefe Greeks, with bold and intrepid refolu- 
tion, make their retreat before a viftorious army ot a 
million of m^n, traverfe five or fix hundred leagues, 
notwithftanding vaft rivers and innumerable paffes, and 
arrive at laft in their own country, through a thoufand 
fierce and barbarous nations, vifclorious over all obfta- 
cles in their way, and over all the dangers which either 
concealed fraud or open force reduce them to undergo. 
This retreat, in the opinion of the beft judges, and 
mofl experienced in the art of war, is the boldeft and 
beft-condufted exploit to be found in ancient hiftorv, 
and is deemed a perfett model in its kind. Happily for 
us it is defcribed to the moll minute circumftance by a 
hiftorian, who was not only eye-witnefs of the fa^ls he 

"• Pop mortem Cyrif neqxu armis d tanto exercitu linci, nefue dolo capi potU' 
runt / revertetitefque inter tot indomitas nationes et barbaras gentes per taXta ili- 
nerufpatia, virtutejc ufque termini patria dejendcrunt, J vtrim, 1* v. c 1 1* 
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relates, but the firft mover, the foul of this gref t cntcr- 
prife. I (hall only abritjge it, «nd abftra6l its tnoft ma- 
teriaj circumftances; but I canaot omit advifing young 
.perfons, who make arms their profeflion, to confult the 
original, of which there is a good tranflation extant in 
French, though far (hort of the admirable beauties of 
the text. It is very difficult to meet with a more able 
mafter than Xenophon in the art of war, to whom may 
be well applied here what Homer fays of FhoeniK, the 
governor of Achilles •, '♦ That he was equally capable 
of fqrminghis pupil for eloquence or arms." 

Sect; I. Cyrm raifts Troops fecreily againft his Bro- 
tier Artaxcrxes. Thirteen ikoufand Creeks join hi m, 
Htjcts out for SarJij, and arrives in Babylonia after 
a March oJFfix Months. 

" 1[ X 7E ^ve already faid, that youhg Cyrus, fon of 
V V Darius Nothus and Paryfatis, faw with pain 
hif eld^ brother Artaxerxes upon the throne, and that 
at the very time the latter was taking poffeffion of it, 
he had attempted lo deprive htm of his crown and life 
together. Arta^ter^fes was not infenfiMe of what he 
had to fear from a brother of bis enterprifing and ambi- 
tious fpirit, but could riot ref ufe pardoning him to the 
prayers and tears of his mother Paryfatis, who doated 
upon this youngeft fon. He removed him therefore 
into Afia to his government; confiding to him, con- 
trary to all the rules of policy, an abfolule authority 
over the provinces left him by the will of the king his 
father. 

As ibon as he arrived there, his thoughts were folely 
intent upon revenging the fuppofed attront he had re- 
<^iv«d trom his brother, and to dethrone him. ^ He re- 
ceived all that came from the court with great favour 
and affability, to induce them infcnfibly to quit tlje 

I xlv. p. S43— «49,le 9^SL, Juftin. 1. v. c i>. Xcnopb. dc Cyri^l^- 
P«4. 1. i. |). a43«-248. ' y A. M. aCon Aht. J. C. 403." 
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king's party and adhere to him. He gained alfo ihc 
hearts of the Barbarians under his government ; (ami- 
liarizing himfelf with them, and mingling with the 
common foldiery, though without forgetting the digni- 
ty of their general; thefe he formed, by various exer- 
cifcs, for the trade of war. He appliea particularly in 
fecret to raife, from feveral parts, and upon different 
pretexts, a body of Grecian troops, upon whom he re- 
lied much more than upon thofe of the Barbarians. 
Clearchus retired to his court after having been banilh- 
ed from Sparta, and was of great fervice to him, being 
an able, experienced, and valiant captain. " At the fame 
time feveral cities in the provinces of Tifl'aphernes re- 
volted from their obedience in favour of Cyrus. This 
incident, which was not an effeft of chance, but of the 
lecret prafticcs of that prince, gave birth to a war be- 
tween them. Cyrus, under the pretence of arming 
againft Tiffaphernes, afferabled troops openly; and to 
amufe the court the more fpecioufly, fent grievous 
complaints to the king, againfl; that governor, demand- 
ing his proteftion and aid in the moft fubmiilive man- 
ner, Artaxerxes was deceived by thefe appearances, 
and believed that all Cyrus's preparations regarded on- 
. Jy I'Hfap^pf nes, and continued (juiet, from the affurance 
of having nothing to apprehend for himfelf. 

** Cyrus knew well how to improve the imprudent 
fecurity and indolence pf his brother, which fome peo- 
ple conceived the effefl: of his goodnefs and humanity. 
And indeed in the beginning of his reign he feemedto 
imitate the virtues of the firft Artaxerx€;s, whofe name 
he bore. For he demeaned himfelf with great mildnefs 
and affability to fuch as approached him ; he honoured 
and rewarded magnificently all thofe whofe fervices 
had merited favour; when he paffed fentence topunift* 
it was without either outrage or infult; and when be 
made prefents, it was with a gracious air, and fucli 
obliging circumftances, as infinitely exalted their va- 
lue, arid implied, that he was never better pleafed than 
when he had an opportunity of doing good to his fub- 
'• A. M. 360a. Ant. J. C. 4«a. * ?lut. in .\rUx. p. 1013* 
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jefts. To all thefe excellent qualities it had been very 
neceffary for him to have added one no lefs royal, and 
which would have put him upon his guard againft the 
enterprifes of* a brother, whofe charaiier he ought to 
have known ; I mean a wife forefight, that penetrates 
the future, and renders a prince attentive to prevent or 
fruftrate whatever may difturb the tranquillity of the 
ftate. 

The emiflaries of Cyrus at the court were perpetu- 
ally difperfing reports and opinions amongft the peo- 
ple; to prepare their minds for the intended chanffe and 
revolt. They talked that the ftate required a king of 
Cyrus's charafter; a king magnificent, liberal, who 
loved war, and fhowered his tavours upon thofe that 
ferved him ; and that it was neceffary for the^grandeur 
of the empire to have a prince upon the throne, fired 
with ambition and valour for the fupport and augment • 
atioii of its glory. 

9 The young prince loft no time on his fide, and haf- 
tened the execution of hift- great defi^i. He-was then 
twenty^three years old at moft. After the important 
fer vices he had done the Lacedaemonians, without 
which they had never obtained the viftories that had 
made them mafters of Greece, he thought he midnt 
fafely open himfelf to them. He therefore impartea to 
th^ln the prefent fituation of his affiiirs, and the end he 
had in view ; convinced that fuch a confidence could 
not but incline them the more in his favour. 

In the letter he wrote them, he fpoke of himfelf in 
very magnificent terms. He told them he had a greater 
and more royal heart than his brother; that be was bet- 
ter verfed in philofophy and the know ledge of the Magi*, 
aad that he could drink more wine without being disor- 
dered in his fenfes, a very meritorious quality amongft 
the Barbarians, but not 10 proper to recommend him 
to the opinion pf thpfe he wrote to. The Lacedaemoni- 
ans fent orders to their fleet to jom that of the prince 

r A. M. 3603. Ant. J. G. 401. 

* By the knowledge of the Magi, amongft the Perfiani, was itteant 
thoiciexicc of religion and government. 

imme- 
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immediately, and to obey the commands of Tamos, his 
admiral, in all things, but without the leaft mention of 
Cyrus, or feeming, in any manner, privy to hie defign. 
They thought that precaution* neceffary for their juf- 
tification with Artaxerxe^, in Qafe affairs ihould hap- 
ptin to terminate in hi« favour. 

The troops ol Cyrus, accordii^ to the review after- 
wards made, confifted of thirteen thoufand Greeks, 
which were the flower and chief force of his arwy. an<i 
of a hundred thoufand regular men of the barbarous 
nations. Clearchus, the Lacedaemonian, commanded 
all the Peloponnefian troops, except tlie Achaeans, who 
had Socrates of Achaia for their leader. The Boeotians 
were under Proxenes the Theban, and the Theffalians 
under Menon. ^ The Barbarians had Perfian generals, 
of whom the chief was Ariaeus. The fleet confifted of 
thirty-five (hips under Pythagoras the Lacedaemonian, 
and of twenty- five commanded by. Tamos the EgyP" 
tian, admiral of the whole fleet. It followed the land 
arnxv- c'.y^^.^^A}^ *l9n*^ the (hoFC? 

Cyrus had opened his defign only to Cl^afchllf d Sti 
the Greeks, forefeeing aright that the length and bold- 
udTs of the enterprife could not fail of dircouraging 
and difgufting the officers, as well as foldicrs* He 
made it his ioJe application to gain their afie6kions dur- 
ing the march, by titmng them with tindnefi and hu** 
manity^ converfing freely with them, and givingeffcc- 
tual orders that they ihould want for nothing. Proxe- 
nes, between whofe family and Xcnophon's an ancient 
.friendfliip ifubfifted, prefented that young Athtfiian'to 
Cyrus', who received him very favoiirably, and gave 
him an employment in his army amongft the Grdeks. 
He fet out forSardis at length, and marched towards 
the upper provinces of Afia. The troops knew neither 
the occaiion of the war, nor into what countries they 
were going. Cyrus had only caufed it to bcgi^^" 

q Xeftoph. Cyri Exped. 1. i, p. 25a. ' Xenoph. 1. ii. p. 294* 

* Quarentus apud Oirum gnkiafn ; et^nd Aiiaxtrxem^fi viciJcU ^^^^ P' 
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«ut, that he AiouM «ft 8gamft ehe Pifidrans, Who had 
infefted his province by their tncurfioni. 

• Tiffapherne«, rightly judging that alUhefe prepara- 
tions were t<x> great fcr fofmall an^enterprife as againfl 
Pifidia» had fet out poft from Miletus to give the king 
an account of them. This news occafioned great 
trouble at court. Paryfati^s, the mother of Artaxerxcs 
and Cyrus was lookea upon as the principal caufe of 
this war ; and all perfons in her fervice and intereft 
were fiifpefted of holding intelligence with Cyrus, 
'Statira, efpecially, the reigning queen, reproached her 
inceffantly in the moft. violent terms. •* Where is 
no%<r," faid flie to her, *• that faith you have fo often 
engaged fof your fon's behaviour ? Where thofe ar- 
dent prayers ycm employ.ed t^ pref<^rve from death that 
cofrfpirator againft hii king a*id brother ? It is your 
unhappy tbndnefs has kindled thi^ war, and plunged irs 
into an abyfs of -mirfortunes/* Tht antipaithy and ha- 
tred of the two ^ue^nS for each-wher was already very 
peat, and much enflamed by fuch warm reproaches. 
Weftttll fee what fco^eqiStences they have. Artax- 
trxes alTembled a numerous army to receive his bro- 
tlier. 

* Cyrus advanced continually by great marches. 
What troubled him moft on the way was the pafs of 
CiHcia, which- was a narrow defile bet*ween very high 
ftiid fteep mountains, thiet Would admit no-more than 
one carriage to pafs at a time. Syennefis,' king of the 
country, prepared to difpule this 'paffage with him, 
aftd would iti-tallibly harve fucceeded, but for the di- 
terfiou made by Tamos "wkh his fleet, in conjun6lioh 
with that of the Lacedcemonians. To defend tlie eoafts 
againft Ifhe infults of the fleet, Syennefis abandoned 
^at important poft, which a fmall body of troops 
nugbt have made good againft the greatell armv- 

When tSiey arrived at Tarfus, the Greeks ret'ufed t^ 
march any farther, tightly fufpcftingthat they were iii- 
tended againft the king, and loudly exclaiming that they 

•Tlut. in Anax. p. 1014. ** Xenbpb, 1. i.-p. 346—261. 
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bad not entered into the fervicjc on that condition. 

Clearchus, who commanded them, had occafion for 

all his addrefs and ability to (lifle this commotion in its 

birth. At firft he made ufe of authority and force, but 

with very ill fuccefs, and defifted therefore from an 

open oppofition to their fentiments : he even afFefted 

to enter into their views, and to fupp.ort tliem with his 

approbation and credit. He declared publicly, that he 

would not feparate himfelf from them, and advifed 

them to depute perfons to the prince, tp know irom 

his own mouth againftwhom they were to be led, that 

they might follow him voluntarily, if they approved his 

mcafures ; if not, that they might demand his permiflion 

to withdraw. By this artful evafion he appeafed the 

tumult, and made them eafy, and they choie him and 

fome other officers for their deputies. Cyrus, whom 

he had fecretly apprifed of every thing, made anfwcr 

that he was going to attack * Abrocomas his enemy, at 

twelve.days march from thence upon. the Euphrates. 

When this anfwer was repeated tQ them, though they 

plainly faw againft whom th^y were going, they rc- 

.iolve4 to proceed, and only demanded an augmentatioa 

of their pay. Cyrus, inftead of one t daric a month to 

each .foldier, promifed to give them one and a half. 

Some time after Cyrus was informed that two of the 
principal officers, upon account ofa private quarrel with 

Ciearchus, had delerted, with part of their equipage* 
on board a merchant fliip. Many were of opinion, that 
it was proper to fend two galleys after them ; which 
might be done with great eafe, and that when they were 
brought back, they fliould be made an examples ^Y 
fuffering death in the fight of the whole army. Cyrus, 
convinced that favour j was the moft certain means to 
the attainment of afFeftion, and that punifliments, like 

* It is not faid where he commanded. It appean to be iipoB '^^ 
JEuphrates. He marched with three hundred ihoufand mea.tojoi* 
the king's army, but did not arrive till after the- battle. 

f The daric was worth ten livres. i 

J B^neficHi pctius ^um rmediU ingenk fxpcriri fUcuii, Pn n . in Traj. 

violent 
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violent remedies, ought never to be ufed but in ex- 
treme neceflity, declared publicly that he would not 
fuiFer it to be (aid, that he had detained any one in his 
fervice by f6r<;e ; and added, that he woulo fend them 
their wives and children, whom they had left as hof- 
tages in his hands. An anfwer of fo much wifdom and 
generofity had a furprifing effeft; and made even 
thofe his firm adherents, who were before inclined to 
retire. This is an excellentjleflbn for all who govern. 
There is in the mind of man a fund of natural genero* 
fity, which it is neceflary to know and apply. Threats 
cxafperate them, and chailifement makes them revolt, 
when endeavours are ufed .to force them to do their 
duty affainft their will. *They defire a certain de- 
gree of confidence in their honour, and that the glory 
of acquitting themfelves of it out of choice be left in 
their power : to flipw that you believe men faithful, is 
often the beft means to make them fo. 

Cyrus foon after declared^ that he marched againft 
Artaxerxes. Upon which fome murrauring was heard 
at firft, but it foon gave place to the expreilions of joy 
and fatisfaflion, occafioned by that prince's magnifi- 
cent promifes to the army* 

"As Cyrus advanced by long marches, he was in- 
ibrmed from all parts that th^ kii^g did not intend to 
come direftly to battle, but had refolved to wait in the 
remote parts of Perfia, till all his forces were affem- 
bled ; and that to ftop his enemies^ he had ordered an 
intrenchment to be thrown up in the plains of Baby- 
lonia, with a fofle of five fathoms broad, and three 
deep, extending the fpace of twelve t parafangas or 
leagues, from, the Euphrates to the wall ol Media. Be- 
tween the Euphrates and the foffe a way had been left 

• PlttU in Artax. p. 1014. Xenoph. 1. L p. 86t — 166. 

* I^efcio an plus moribus confcrat primepj^ qui hnos ejipatitur, quam qui 
{cgit, PLIK. ibid. 

PUrumque hahita fides ipfim ihligatjidm, Liv. 

f The parafanga is a meafure of ways peculiar to the Perfians. It 
was commonly thirty (ladia, which make about a league and a half 
Flinch. Some were from twenty to fixty fladia. In the march of 
Cyrus's army, I fuppofe the parafanga ooiy twenty (Udia, or otf<t 
kagaei for rcafons I (hail |^ve hereafter. 

of 


17^ HISTORY OF TH* 

ot twenty feet in brMdtli) by whkh Cynift palled with 
his vrhoJe ^rniy, harvifig reviewed it the day before. 
The king had neglciled to difpufe this phh with him, 

• and fuHered him to continue his nfiarch towards Baby* 
Ion . It was Tiribaius, who determined him not to fly in 
iuch a mitin^r before an enemy, againft whblti he had 
infinite advantages, as well from the number of bis 
troo{>& AS the valour of his generals. He k^folred 

• cherefpre to advance agaifift the enemy. 

.Sect. II. The BattU of Cunaxa^ The Grttks are 
ytdorious 4)n iktir Jide^ Artaxerxes on his. Cyrns 
is killed. 

"T^HE place where the battle was fou|[ht, was.caH- 
Jl ed Cunaxa, about* twenty -fiv'e leagues from 

• Babylon. Yhe army of Cyrus confided of thirteen 
thoufand Greeks, a hundred thoufand Barbarians, aiid 
twenty chariots arttied with fcj^thes. The enemy in 
horfe and foot might amouiit to about twelve hundred 
thoufand under four generals, Tiffaphernes, Gobryas, 
Arbaces, and Abrocomas, without including fix thon- 
fand chofen horfe, that fought where the king was 
prefent, and never quitted his perfon. But Aljtoto- 
mas, who had the command ot three hundred thou- 
fand men, did not arrive till five day^ after the battle. 
In the king's army were only a hundred and fifty cha- 
riots armed with fcythes. 

Cyrus believed, from the enemy's nc/t having de- 
fended the pafs at the fofTe, that there would be no 
battle ; fo that the next day the army marched with 
great negligence. But oft the third, Cyrus breittg in 
his chariot^ with a few foldiers in their ranks before 
him, and tl*e reft marching without any order, or hav- 
ing their arins carried for them, a honeman Came in 
vfuTl fpeed, crying as he paffed that the enemy approach- 
ed in order oi battle. Up^n this, great confufion en- 
fued, from the apprebenfion that they fhould not b&ve 

* Xenofh. in Expfed. Cyr» 1. i. p. t€3-«£66. ]>iod« 1. ftlv. p. ssSi 
v»M- Fluup. i«i4 — 1-017. 

'• Fivr^vmireti'ftiidta. 

time 


tiaie to ifdcw 'up' tht arrtty. ■ CVtits, feaphig from his 
cbaiim, put cm hrs .amiV hjmt^iatcly, and 'getting on 
horfeback "with his* jaycTinHn Ks Hknd, hci gave.ordcts 
tmivci-felfyio theiroofjs to Jlaftd to their arms, ^d 
fall into their ranks ; wliicli was executed with fo 
much expedition, that the troops fead "not rime to ^c- 
frelh therafel.ves. 

Cyttis pofted upotifch rigfet a thoufand Paph!^gotiian 
horfe, fuppdrted by the Euphrates, atid the light-sirmed 
infantry of the Greeks; and ne^t them, Clearchus, 
Proxcnes, and the reft of the general offieersto MenOA, 
at the head of their feveral corps. The left wing, conl- 
pofed tyf Lydians, Phrygiam^, atid other Afiatic nations 
werfe commanded by AnaeruSjWhohad athoafand horfe. 
C}TU8 placed himfelf in the centre, wiiere the chofcn 
troops of tlie PerfiatiS afnd other Barbarians were 
pofted. He had around him fix hundred horfemen, 
armed at aH points, as were their horfes with head 
aiid breaft pieces. The prince's head was uncovered, 
as were thofe of all the rerfians, whofe cuftom h was 
to give battle in that manner : the arms of all hi^ peo- 
ple were red, and thofe of Artaxerxes were white. 

A little before the ohfet Clearchus advifed Cyrus not 
to charge in pcrfon, but to coveir himfelf in the re&r of 
the Grecian battalions. " What is it yoU fay ?*' re- 
plied Cyrus. ^* At the time I iim endeavouring to 
make myfelf king, would you have me Ihow myfelf 
unworthy of being fo ?'* That wife and generous am- 
fwer proves, that he knew the duty of a general, cfpe- 
cially on a day of battle. Had he withdrawn when nis 
prefence was moft neccffary, it would have argued his 
'want of ct>urage, and intimidated others. It is neceffa- 
ry, always preferving the due diftinftion between the 
leader and tne troops, that their danger ihould be coVn- 
nioTi, and no one exempt frofn it; left the latter (hould 
be alarmed by a different conduft. Courage in an army 
depends upon example, upon the defire of being dil- 
tinguiftied, the feaf of difhohotir, the incapacity of dp- 
iiig otherwife than the reft, and the equality of danger. 
The retiring of CyfuS'had either tuinitfd, of greatly 

weakened 
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weaLcaed all t^ke{c patent motives* by difcouraging ?s 
well the officers as folcUers of his army. He thought, 

. jthat being their genoraL it was incumbent upon him 
to difcbarge all the Cun^ions of that office, and to (ho\^ 
himfclf worthy to be the leader and foul of fuch a 
number of valiant men^ ready to flied their blood for 
his fervice. 

It was now noon^ and . the enemy did not appear. 
But about tnree of thp clock a great duft like a. white 
cloud arofe, followed, foon after with a blacknefs that 
overcaft the wliole plain; after which was feen the glit- 
tering of armour, lances, and fiandards. TifTaphernes 
commanded the left, which confifted of cavalry armed 
with white cuirafles^ and of light armed infantry; in 
the centre was the heavy armed foot, a great part of 
which had bucklers made of wood, which covered the 
foldier entirely (thefe were Egyptians). The reft of 
the light armed infantry and of the horfe formed the 
right wing. The foot were drawn up by nations, with 
as much depth as front, and in that order compofed 
fquare battalions. The king had polled himfelf in the 
main body with the flower of the whole array^ and had 
fix thoufand horfe for his guard, commanded by Ar- 
tagerfes. Though he was in the centre he was beyond 
the left wing of Cyrus's army, fo much did the iront 
of his own exceed that of the enemy in extent. A 
hundred and fifty chariots, armed with fcythes, were 
placed in the front ot the army at fome difiance from 
one another. The fcythes were fixed to the axle 
downwards and aflant, fo as to cut down* and over- 

. throw all before them. 

AJ5 Cyrus relied very much upon the valour and 
experience of the Greelts, he bsrie Clearchus, as. foon 
as he had beat the enemies in his front, to take care to 
incline to his left, arid fall upon the centre where the 
king was pofted, the fuccefs of the battle depending 
upon that attack. But Clearchus, finding it very dif- 
ficult to make his way through fo great a body of 
troops, replied, that he need be in no pain, and that he 

' would take care to do what was neceflary, 

. * Tlie 
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The eae^y in, the mean .time adY^nced-flowly.iii 
gooid order. Cyrus, marched in the fpiace between the 
two armies, tHe nearell his own, and con&dered both of 
them with great attention. Xenophon, perceiving 
him, fpurred direftly up to him, to Know whether he 
had any further orders to give. He called out to him, 
that the facrifices were favourable, and that he fhould 
tell the troops fo. tie then haflened through the ranks 
to give his orders, and fliowed himfelf to the foldier^ 
with fuch a joy and ferenity in his countenance, as in- 
fpircd them with new courage, and at the fame time 
with an air of kindnefs and tamiliarity, that excited 
their zeal and affe£lion. It is not eafy to comprehend, 
what great effefts a word, a kind air, or a look of a ge- 
neral, will have upon a day of a6lion ; and with wha^ 
ardour a common man will rufli into danger, when he 
believes himfelf not unknown to his general, and 
thinks his valour will oblige him. 

Artaxerxes moved on continually, though with a ^ 
flow pace, and without noife and confufion. That 
good order and exaft difcipline extremely furprifed 
the Greeks, who expefted to fee much hurry and tu- 
mult in fo great a miiltitude, and to hear confufed 
cries, as Cyrus had foretold them. 

The armies were not diftant above four or five hun- 
dred paces, when the Greeks began to fing the hymn 
of battle, and to march on, foftly at firil, and with 
filence. When they came near the enemy, they fet 
up great cries, ftrikiBg their darts upon their ihields tQ 
frighten the horfe, and then moving all together, they 
fjprung forwards upon the Barbarians with all their 
force, who did not wait their charge, but took to their 
heels, and fled univerfally ; except Tiffapherncs, who 
fiood his ground with a fmall part of his troops. 

Cyrus law with pleafure the enemy routed by the 
Greeks, and was proclaimed king by thofe around him. 
But he did not give himfelf up to a vain joy, nor as yet 
reckon himfelf vi6lor. He perceived, that Artaxerxes 
was wheeling his right to attack him in flank, and 
marched dire&ly againft him with his fix hundred 
X horfe. 


'horfe. rf? Trilted Attag^rfesf,' wiio''t;ohrttrin3ed the 
• king's guarcfs.bf fjx'thitimhd horfe, MritftHi-bM^feand, 
•and ptit'the Whol^ body to flight!. Difcbverltigliis bro- 
•ther-tie cried dut»Av^ithiiis*eve$ fparklingirithrag^, Ifte 
^itifh^ anil fdutted againfthim, f6i^o^vtd 'ofiTybyliis 
jriYicipal 6mcers ; forhis troops had quitted their tanks 
to follow the mnaways, whidh was an efletitial fault. 
' y The battle then becaitie a fittgle combat, in fome 
meafufe, between Artaxerxes and Cyrtis^ and the two 
btcithei-s were feen tranfported with rageafid ftirv, eti- 
deavouring, like Eteocles and PolyniCes, to jilunge 
their fwords'intb each others hearts, and t6 affui'e 
themfelves of the throne by the death of their rival. 

Cyrus, having opened nis way through thofe who 
vere drawn up in battle before Aftaxerxes; joined him, 
and killed his horfe, which fell with hitn to the groimd. 
Me rofe, and Was retnoanted upon another, when CyiuS 
atucked him again, gave him a fecond wound, and wa^ 
preparing to give him a third, in hopes that it would 
prove his laft. The king, like a lion wounded by the 
Tiunters, was only the mote* futious ftom the fmart^ and 
Tprung forward, impetCioufly pulhinghis horfe agarnft 
Cyras, Who, funtiing headlong, and without regarrdto 
his perfon, threw himfelf Into the midft oF a ftight of 
darts aimed at him from all fides, and received a wotind 
from the king's javelin, at the inftatit all the reft dif- 
thafged upon him. Cyrus FeH dead: fome fay bythi 
wound given him by the king; others affirm, that he 
Was killed by a Carian foldieV. Mhhrfdates, ^jms^ 
If^effian noblenfian, aflerted, that he had given him the 
inortal ftroke with a javelin, which entered his«eihple 
and pierced his bead quite through. The greateft 
perfons of his court, fefolviftg hot to furvive fogood 
amafter, were all killed around his body; a ceiiaiti 
proof, fays Xenophort, that he well Tcnew how to 
choofe his friends,- and that he was truly beloved ^y 
ihem. Arisens, who ought to have been the ifirmcK 
oiF all his adher<?n*rs, fled with the left wing,,as foonaS 
he heard of his death. 

7 Jbiod. 1. xiv. p. t^^. 
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Artaxerxes, after having paufed the head and right 
hand of his brother to be cut off by the eunuch Mefa- 
betes^ purfued the enemy ifito their camp* Ariaeus hs^l 
not flopped there, but having paffed through it, continu- 
ed his rjejreat to the place where the army had encamp- 
ed the day before, which was about four leagues diftant. 

TifTapherties, after the defeat of the greateft part of 
his left wing by the Greeks, led on the reil agairlll them» 
and by the fide of the river, paifTed through the light- 
armea infantry of the Greeks, who opened to give him 
pa{rage,and made their difcharge upon him as he pafl^d 
without lofing a man. They were commanded by 
Epiilhenes of Amphipolis, who was eileemed an able 
captain. Tiflaphernes kept on without returning to 
the charge^ becawfe he perceived he was too weak, and 
vent forward tp Cyrus's camp, where he found the 
king, who was plundering it; but had not been able to 
force the quarter defended by the Greeks left to guacd 
it, who faved their baggage, 

T&e Greeks un their nde, and Artaxertcson his, who 
did not know what had pafled elfewhere, believed each 
of them that they had gained the vi£lory ; the firft, be- 
caufe they bad put the enemy to 'flight, and purfued 
them; and .the king, becaufehe had killed his biK>thcr, 
beat the troops 'be had fought and plundered their 
camp. The event tvas foon cleared upon'bothfidet. 
Tifiaphemes, upon his arrival at the camp, informed the 
king; that the Greeks had defeated hia left wing, aqd 
purfued it with great vigour; and the Greeks on their 
fide learned, that the krng, in purfaing CyruR's left, had 
penetrated into the camp. Upon this advice, the kitig 
rallied hi* troops, and marched iit queftof the enemy ; 
and Ciearchus, btitig returned from purfuing the Per- 
fians, advanced to fupport the tamp. -^ 

The two armies' were foon" very near each other, 
when by a movement made txy the -kirtg, he feeiriedto 
intend to charge the Greeks by tbeii> left, whc^ fearing 
to be furrounded on k\\ fides, wheeled about; aftd halted 
with the ^iver oH ^h^trl^cksi^fo^xreveat their beiiig 

taken 
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for the immediate guard of bis perfon, and for no other 
purpofe what foe ver. Too much ardour is often pre- 
judicial in a battle, and it is the duty of an able gene- 
ral to know how to rellrain and diretl it. 

Cyrus himlelf erred highly in this refpeft, and aban- 
doned himfelf too much to his blind paflion for glory 
and revenge. In running headlong to attack his bro- 
ther, he forgot that there is a wide difference between 
a general and a private foldier. He ought not to have 
expofed himfcU, but as it was confiftent with a prince; 
as the head, not the hand ; as the perfon who was to give 
orders, and not as thofe who were to execute them. 

I fpcak in this manner after the judges in the art of 
war, and would not choofc to advance my own opinion 
uppn things out of my fphere. 

Sect, III. Eaicgy of Cyprus* 

* "^^ENOPHON gives us a magnificat chawfter of 
.^\. Cyrus, and that not upon the credit of others, 
but from what he faw and knew of him in his own per- 
fon. He was, fays he, in the opinion of all ih^t wre/c 
.acquainted with him, after Cyrus the Great) a prince 
the iQoft worthy of the fuprt^eautborityraadlaadthe 
moll noble> and moft truly royal fouU From his: in- 
fancy he furpjiffed i^ll of hu own age in every exerdfe, 
whether it were in managing the horfe, drawing the 
bow, throwing the dart, or in the cfaace, in which he 
diiii^gujflied himfelf once hy iiglkiog andkillii^g^ 
. l>cMr that attacked him . I'hofe advantages were cxalt- 
icd in him :by the nobleueft of his air, an o^agi'S 
.afpe£t» mi by all Xht grace* of nauire, thai conduce to 
jecomroend merit. . • • , ' • , 

. WUen hi3 father bs^d made hitti fatrap of Ly^ia, ana 
the neighb^mring * pirovincqs, his.chief. care wasto 
»)»ke tlie people feniible, thathehiadnathijig (omvch 
,at heart, as to Jtecjp his word inviolably* not only ^^^ 
X^sa^ to public treaties,, but the moil mhuot of ius 

^ ' ■ * • De F.xpcd. Cyf.1;i.'p..fi^6, fit$7. - 

• ^ * Greai li^hrygia aod CappadocU. 
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promifes; a quality very rare amongft princes, and 
which however is the bafts of all good government, aind 
the fotirce of their o^vn, as wr!l as their people's happi- 
nefs. Not only the places under his authority, but the 
enemy thcmfelves.repofed an entire confidence )n him. 

Whether good or ill were done him, he alvyays de- 
fired to return it double, aiid that he might live no 
longer (as he faid himleif) than whilll he furmounted 
tis Iriends in benefits, and his enemies in vengeance. 
(It had been more glorious for him to have overcome 
the latter by the force of favour and benevolence.) 
Nor was there ever prince, that people were more 
afraid to offend, nor for whofe fake they were more 
ready to hazard their poffellions, lives, and fortunes. 

Lefs intent upon beiiig feared than beloved, his ftudy 
vas to make his gi'e^ri^ls appear only where it was 
ufeful and beneftfciii<^l!nd to extinguilh all other fenti- 
nients, butthoft*wfieh flow from gratitude and afFec- 
tion. He waS'iSdfeftrious to do good upon all occa- 
"ons, to confer' hii favours with judgment and in 
feafon, andtO'fhow;'that he thought himlelf rich, pow-' 
erful, and happy, only as he made others fenfible of 
•lis being fo by his benevolence and liberality. But 
"etook care not to exhauft the means by an imprudent' 
profufion. He did not ♦lavifh, but diftributc his fa- 
vours. He chofe rather to make his liberalities the 
j^wards of merit than mere donations, and that they 
Jnoiild be fubfcrvient in promoting virtue, and not in 
'"Pporting the foft and abjefl (loth of vice. 

"e was particularly pleafcd with conferring his fa- 
^'oursupon valiant men, and governments and rewards 
^J'^re only bellowed on thofc who had diftinguilhed 
Jf^emfelves by their afiions. He never granted any 
'K)nour or dignity to favour, intrigue, or faction, but to 
^eritonly; upon which depends not only theglor)' but 
^"^ profperrty of governments. By that means he foon 
IJ^ade virtue eftimablc, and the purfuit of men ; and ren- 
Qered vice contemptible and horrid. The provinces, 

^dit Jinum /adUm, non pcrlaratum : ex quo multa cxeantt nihil excidat 
^inc.dcvitbcaul. xxiii. 

2 animated 
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animated with a noble emulation to dcferve, furniflied 
him in a very fhort time with a conCderable number of 
excellent fubjefts of every kind; who under a dif- 
ferent government would have remained unknown, 
o.bfcure, and ufelefs. 

Never did any one know how to oblige with a better 
grace, or to win the hearts of thofe who could ferve him 
>yith more engaging behaviour. As he was fully fenfi- 
ble that he flood in need of the afliftance of others for 
the execution of his defigns, he thought juftice and 
gratitude required that he (hould render his adherents 
all'the fervices in his power. All the prefents made 
him, whether of fplendid arms, or rich apparel, hedif- 
tributed among his friends, according to their feveral 
taftcs or occaftons ; and ufcd to Tay, that the brightell 
ornament, and moft exalted riqj^fis of, a prince, confift- 
qd in adorning and enriching tl|<jfe }^ho ferved him 
well. In effete, fays Xenophon^;y>,dot good to one's 
friends, and to excel them in liberjahty, 4<^es notfeem 
fo admirable in fo high a fortan.e ; but to traafcend 
them in goodnefs of heart and fentiments of friendfhip 
and affe6Tion, and to take more pleafure in conferring, 
than receiving obligations; in this, I find Cyrus truly 
worthy of efteem and admiration. The firil of thele 
advantages he derives from his rank; the other from 
himfelf and his intrinfic merit. 

By thefe extraordinary qualities he acqiiired the uni- 
verfal efteem and afFeftion as well of the Greeks as Bar- 
barians. A great proof of what Xenophon here fays, 
is, that none ever quitted the fervice of Cyrus for the 
king's; whereas great numbers went over every day to 
liim from the king's party after the war was declared, 
and even of fuch as had moft credit at the court; be- 
caufe they were all convinced, that Cyrus knew beft 
how to diftinguifti and reward their fervices. 

It is moft certain that young Cyrus did not want 
great virtues and a fuperior merit; but lam furprifed 
that Xenophon, in drawing his charafter, has defcribed 
only the moft beautiful features, and fuch as are proper 
to excite our admiration of him, without faying the 

Icaft 
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leall word of his defefts, and efpecially of that immode- 
rate ambition, that was the foul of all his actions, and 
which at length put arms into his hands again ft his elder 
brother and king. Is it allowable in an hiflorian, whofe • 
chief duty it is to paint virtue and vice in their proper 
colours, to relate at largean enterprife of fuch a nature, 
without intimating the leaftdiilikeor imputation asainft- 
it? but with the Pagans, ambition was fo far from being; 
confidered as a vice, that it often palled for a virtue. 

Sect. IV . The King is for compelling the Greeks to de* 
liver up their Arms, They lefolve to die rather than 
Jurrender ihemfelves, A Treaty is made with them. 
Tijfaphernes takes upon him to conduS them back to 
their own Country, He treacherovjly ftizes Clearchus 
and Jour other Generals^ who were all put to Deaths 

■nPHE Greeks having learned, the day after the bat- 
jL tie, that Cyrus was dead, fent deputies to Aria^us, 
the general of the Barbarians, who had retired with his 
troops to the plac^ from whence they had marched the 
day before the a6Hon, to offer him as viftors, the crown 
of Perfia in the room of Cyrus. At the fame time ar-. 
rived PerGan heralds at arms from the king, to fummon 
them to deliver up their arms ; to whom they anfwered 
with an haughty air, that fhey talked a ftrange language 
to conquerors ; that if the king would have their arms, 
he might come and take them if he could; but that they 
Would die before they would part with them: that if. 
he would receive them into the: number of his allies, 
they would ferve him with fidelity and valour; * but if 
he imagined to reduce them into flavery as conquered, 
he might know, they had wherewithal to defend them- 
fclves, and were determined to loofe their lives and li- 
berty together. The heralds added, that they had orders, 
to tell them, that if tliey continued in the place where 

■Xcnoph. in Exped. Cyr. 1. il. p^ 872—2^, Diod* 1. xiy. 

• 5in -ut viBis firvxtiim tnikereiur^ ejfe fihifsrrum et juventuten, ct prompt 
^^ iibcruai out ad mortem ammum, Tac t t , Aiuial. k iv. c . -4^. 

they 
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ihey were, they would kc allowed a farpenfion of arms, 
but if they advanced dr retired, that they would be 
treated as enemies. The Greeks agreed, and were 
aiked by the heralds what anfwer they ihould report. 
Peace in continuing here, or war in marching, repli^ 
Ciearchus, without explaining himfeli farther; from 
the view of keeping the king always in fufpence and 
uncertainty* 

ThVanlwer df Ariatus to the Greci^^n deputies was, 
that there were many Perfians more confiderablethan 
himfelf, who would not fuffer him upon the throne, 
and that he (houJd fct out eai^ly the next day to return 
into Ionia; that, if they would inarch thither with him, 
they might join Him in the night, Ciearchus, with 
the advice, of the officers, prepared to depart. He 
com maud ed from fhenceforxh, as being the fole perfon 
of fuHicient capacity; for he had not been aclually 
elefted general in chief. 

The fame night, Milthocytes the Thracian, who 
commanded • forty horfe, and about three hundred foot 
of his own country, went and furrendered himfeif to 
the kinff ; the reft of the Greeks began their march 
under the condu6l of Clearehtfs, and arrived about 
midnight at the camp of Ari«!us. Afterthey bad dnwn 
up in battle, the principal officers went to wait on him 
in his tent, where they fwore alliance with him ; and 
the Barbarian engaged to conduft the army without 
fraud. In confirmation of the treaty, they facrificed 
a wolf» a ram, a boar, and a bull j the Greeks dipped 
their fwords, and the Barbarians the points of their 
javelins, in the blood of the viftims. 

Aria3us did not think it proper to return by the fatnc 
rout they came, becaufe, having found nothing for their 
fubfiflence the laft feventeen days of their march, they 
muft have fuffisred much more, had they taken the fame 
way back again. He therefore took another ; exhorting 
them only to make long marches at firft ; in order to 
^vade ttte king's purfuit, which they could not effecr. 
Towards the evening, when they were not far from fome 
villages where they prop.0 fed to halt, the fcouts came in 

with 
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tfiih a<lvtic<r, tbat they had feeh federal douxpag^s and 
convoys^ wiitch madeil reaianable to juage» that the 
enemy w«rc not far offi Upoa which they ttooi then 
ground> and Waited their coming up ;> and tiie next day » 
before fun-rifing', direwi up in the fame order as in the 
preceding batUe. So bold- an appeanroce terrificxl the 
king, who fent heralds, not to demand, as before, the 
Airrender of theit armav but to ptxmofe peace and a 
treatyi Clearchus, \v4io was infbnhed .of their arriv al « 
yfhuiX he was btify in drawing.up bis troops, gave orders 
to bid them wait, and totidi theia,that be was- not yet 
at leifureto-hear thenr; He alTumbd, purpofeky, an aif 
oi haughtiaefs and grandeur, to denote hra intrepidity, 
and, at tbe fame titne,.taihow the fine appearance and 
good condkisM of hts phalanx ^ When hef advanced 
tritfa the m€»ft ftowy of hixs oibcers, expHeftly chofen 
For the occ^^Kon, and had^heard what the heralds had to 
propefe;. he made anfwier, tiiat they muft be^n' with 

![iving battle, becaofe thearmy being in want o6provu 
ions, had no timetoiofe; The heralds bavingidarried 
tack this arriXwer tothexrmaftcr, returned immediately; 
vl^ich ffaowed, that the liing, or whoever fpote in his 
^^e, waft not very diflaiit* Thev faid, they bad brder^ 
^ conduct them so villagesi.wnere they \ii6uld find 
prohfions in abundance^' and conduced tbem thithet 
accordingly. 

The army^ftkid there three daiysrdvttivtg wfeicfa^ Ttflju* 
phernes amvtfdfrom the king, with the queen^s bit>ther9 
^^' three other Perfian' gvan^eesi attended by a^ ffreatr 
QQmberof'ofBcers and domelliet. After haviingfalated 
^^ generals; wbo advanted to receive him^ he tolil 
diem by^ his interpreter, thai being a neighbour of 
Greece, and feeinf^ them engaged in dangers, out of 
^hkh'it would be dittcuk to> ea^tritMe themfelves, be 
"^ ufed hU good offices with the king, to obtain per« 
?^*ffion to reconduA them int*3 theilr own country ; b^' 
^g convinced, that neither themfeiv^s nor their cuies' 
^oiild ever.be unmindful of th«it favwM* : that thf Jcing^ 
Jnthout having declared hinaielf pofitively upon tn it 
^'* had commanded him to come to thcm> to know 

Vol. IV. K for 
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for what caufe they had taken anns againd him; and 
advi fed them to make the king fuch ananfwer,as might 
not give any offence, and might enable him to do thent 
fervrcc. " We call the gods to witnefs," replied Cle^ 
archus, "that we did not lift ourfelves to make war 
with the king, orto march againft him. Cyrus conceal- 
ing his-tru^ motives under diflferent pretexts, brought 
us almoft hither without explaining himfelf, the better 
to furprife you. And when we faw him furrounded 
with dangers, vft thought it infamous to abandon him, 
after the favours we bad received from him. But as he 
is dead, we are releafedfrom our engagement, and nei- 
ther defire to conteft the crown, with Artaxerxes, nor 
to ravage his country, provided he does notoppofeour 
return. However, if we are attacked, we fhali endea- 
vour, with the afliftance of the gods, to make a good 
defence ; and ihall not be ungrateful in regard to thofd 
who render us any fervice." Tifiaphernes replied, that 
he would lei the king know what they faid, and return 
with his anfwer. But his not coming the next day 
gavfi.the Grieekii funrc anxiety : he, however, arrived 
on the third, and told them, that after much controverfy, 
he had at length obtained the king's grace for them: 
fori ihat it had been reprefented to the king, that tie 
QM^ht not to fuffer people to return! with impunity into 
their country, who had been fo infolent to come thither 
to make'war upon him... •• In fine,** faid he, •* you may 
now affur^ yourfelves of not finding any obftacle to 
your return, and of being fupplied with provifions or 
fuffercd'to buy them ; and you may judge, that you are 
to pjrfs" without committing any diforders in your 
march) and that you are to take only what is neceffary ; 
provided you are not furniihed with it," Thefe con- 
ditions were fwom to on both fides. Tifiaphernes and 
the queen's brother gave their hands to the colonels and 
captains in token of amity. After .which Tifiaphernes 
withdrew to difpofe bis affairs; promifing to return as 
foon as they wpuld admit, in order to go back with 
them into ais government* 

The 
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The Greeks waited for him above twenty days, con* 
tinuin^ encamped near Ariaeus, who received trequent 
vifits from his brothers, and other relations, as did the 
officers of his army from the Perfians of the different 
party; who affured them from the king of an entire ob . 
livion of the paft ; fo that the friendfhip of Ariaeus for 
the Greeks appeared to cool every day more and more. 
This change gave them caufe of uneafinefs. Several 
of the officers went to Clearchus and the other generals, 
and faid to them, •• What do we here any longer ? Are 
we not fenfible, that the king defires to fee us all perifh, 
that others may be terrified by our example? -Perhaps 
he keeps us Waiting htte till he reaffembles his difperf-' 
ed troops, or fends to feize the paffes in our way ; for 
he will nevfer fuffer us to return into Greece, to divulge 
our own glory and his fliame.'* Clearchus made an- 
fwer to this difcourfe, that to depart without confult- 
ing the king, was to break with him, and to declare war 
by violating the treaty; tliat they fhbuld remain with- 
out a conductor in a country where nobody would fup. 
ply them with provifions ; that Ariaeus would abandon 
them; and that even their friends would become their 
enemies; that he did not know, but there might be 
other rivers to pafs, and that, though the Euphrates 
^erethe only one, <hey could not get over it, were the 
paffage ever fo little difputed. That if it were neceflary 
to come to a battle they fhould find themfelves without 
cavalry againft an enemy, that had a very numerous 
J^nd excellent body of horfe ; fo that if they gained the' 
yifiory, they could make no great advantage of it, and 
«they were overcome, they were utterly and irretriev- 
^iy bft. " Befides, whv fliould the king, who has fo 
^any other means to deftfoy^is, engage his word' only 
to Violate it, and thereby render himielf execrable in 
^«e fight of gods and men ? '* • 

Jiffaphernes, however, arrived with his troops, in 
order to return into his government, and they fet for- 
jt'ardsall together under the conduft of that fatrap, who 
^^Pplied them with provifions. Ariaeus with his troops 
^Qcamped with the Barbarians, and the Greeks fepa. 
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rately, atfome dift^nce^ which kep(> up a continual dif- 
trufl ampngll them. J^eikies which> there happened 
frequent quarrels for > woo4 or forage, which augment* 
ed their avctfion .for each other. After three dsiyA 
inarch, they arrived at the vrail of Media, wbich is a 
hundred feet high, twenty broad, and tw«niy leagues* 
in extent, all built of bricks^ cemented with bitumen, 
like the walls of Babylon, from whicti it was not very 
di Aant, at one of its extremities. When they had pafled 
it, they marched eight leagpe«, in two. days, and came 
to the river Tygris, after having: croffed two of its ca- 
nals, cut exprefsly for watering. the country.. They 
then pafl'ed the tl ygrisupon a bridge of twenty-feveii 
boats, near Sitacuxn, a very great and populous city* 
After four days march,they arrived at another city, very 
powerful alfo, called Opis, They found there a baftard 
brother of Artax«rxe& with a veryconfiderable body of 
troops, which he was bringing froiti<Su£» and £cbataoa 
to his aid. He admired the fine order of the Greeks, 
from thence, having paffed the deferts of Media, they 
came, after a march of fix day^^ to a pjace called the 
I^anda of Paryfatis, the revenues of which appertained 
to tliat princefs. Tiffapb^rnes,- to infult the memory of 
bcrfon Cyrus, fo deariy belofed^by her, g^ve the vil- 
lages to be plundered by the Greeks. Continuing their 
march through the defert on the fide of thelygris* 
which they had on tlve left, they arrived at Cxa^ a 
very great and rich city^ and from thence at the river 
Zabates; 

l!he occafions of diflruft increafed every day be- 
tween the Greeks and Barbarians* Glearchus thought 
it incumbent on him to come to an explanation once 
for all with TiflipheBncsv He begun with obferving 
upon the facred and' inviolable nature of the treaties 
fubfifting between them. ^' Gaa a c^an,'' faid he, 

♦ Tveiity i)irifenga<.' 

. + Thpmmh of:thfl-Gf«ekll«n*the rrtt of tli^ army, ffom the ^oy 

after the battle till the paflmg^of the TygrU, abound*^ i»the text of Xe* 

nophoii, 'with very great obfcurities, to explain which fully require a 

' long difftnatiop. Mjr phn doestiAt admit me to enter i Mo luch difcttf- 

lioat, wbioh I mttft t£erefos#rd^ t« (hoib'%4ib' %tc aio^ able tba* »«' 
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^'co/rieioiiK df tKeguilt ofj>€»]aiy, be capable of living' 
ateafe? How would 4ieihuii the wrath of the gods, 
ifee witneflss of treaties, and )efcape their vengeance, 
whofe power is umverfal ?" He added afterwards ma* 
ny things to prove, that thciQreeks were obliged, by 
tbeir own intereftyto continue faithful to him, and that, 
by renouncing his alliaace, they miiftfirft inevitably 
Jenotince not only all religion, but reafonand common 
fenfe. Tiflaphernes feemed to relifh this difcourfe, 
tnd fpoke to him with aibfhe appearance of the molfc 
perfeft fincerity ; infipuating, at the fame time, that 
lome perfons had done him bad offices with him. •* If 
you will bring your officers hither," f aid he, '* I will 
ihowyou thofe who have wronged you in their reprc- 
fcntations/' 'He kept him to {fupper, and profeffed 
wore friendihip for hiiti'than ever. 

%e next day KiSlearchus propofed, in the affembl^y, 
*o go with the feyeral oommander« of the troops'to Tif. 
fepbernes. He f^fpe6^ed Menon in |>articular, whom 
he'knew to4iaMreihad|i:fec€iet eonfere^K^e wiA the fatcap 
m<heprdfeno€^f Awaj^us; 'befide«wbi^h,>tbey had i^i- 
'^^diflfeyed fet^etod •limei with ea<^ otflier. Some 
^jeftefl^hat it ^as not proper >that ail the geinerain 
fcpuld go to Tiffapherncs, and that it did notconftft, 
^ifji prudewoe to pely impUckly upovi the j^rofeffions 
of aBarbariati. But Cleaurchos 'Continued to infiil upon 
^hat he had moved, till it was agreed that the lour 
^htr commanders, with twenty captains, and about 
^0 hundred foldiers, under the pretext of buying pro- 
vifidns in thePerfian camp, where thoiie Was a market, 
fcould be fent along widh^him. When they came tp 
•he tern of Tilfaphernes, trhe fi»»e commanders, Clear- 
^'ius,Menon, Proxenes, Agiaft, andiiocrates,weve fuf- 
icred to enter, but the captains t^emained without at the 
■oor. Immediately, on a-cerfMn fignal before agreed 
Jn, thofe within were fek&ed, and^the others put to the 
fwoird, Son^ Ferfian horfe i^erwards fcoured the 
^outitty, and killed all tlie Oeciks ^hley sn«t, whetiiec 
freemen or flaves. Ciearcbus, wi^h the other generals 
^^ feat 40 fbt him^ MsM4>difMd .ih£iur Jmsmto be 

ftruck 
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if ruck off. Xenophon defcribes, wil}i fufiiciem ex«« 
lent, the chara£lers of thofe officers. 
. Ciearcbiis was^alianty bold, intrepid, andofaca* 
pacity for forming great enterprifes. His courage was 
not raih, l>ut directed by prudence,, and he retained all 
the ccolnefs of his temper and prefence of mind in the 
midfl of the greateft dangers. He loved the troops, and 
let them want for nothing. He kne*^ how to make 
them obev him ; but out of fear. His mien was awful 
and fevere; bi^ language rough; his puni(hnients in< 
liant and rigorous : he gave way fometimes to paifion, 
but prefentiy came to himfelf, and always chaftifed 
with juflice. His great maxim was, that nothing could 
be done in an army without a fevere- difcipline; and 
from him came the feying, that a foldier ought to feai 
his general more than ^be enemy. .The troops * efteem- 
ed his valour and did juftice to his -merit; bwt they 
were afraid of his hurnour, and did not love to ferve 
under him. In a word, fays Xenophon, the foldiers 
feared him as fcholars do a fevere pedagogue. We may 
fay of him, with Tacitus, that by an excefs of fevcrity 
he made, what had otherwife been well done by him, 
unamiable; ^Cupidine.fcncritatis in his etiam^ qua rite 
Jaccrtty acerius. . » 

Proxenes was of Boeotia. From hjs infancy hcafpir- 
ed at great things, and was induflrious to make himfelf 
capable of them. He fpared iio means for the attain- 
ment of inllrutiion, and was the difciple of Gorgias 
the Leontine, a celebrated xhetprician,' who fold his 
kdures at u very high price. When he found himfelf 
capable of commanding, and. of doing gOod to his 
friends, as well as of being ferved by them, he entered 
into Cyrus's fervice with the. view^of advancing him- 
felf. He did not want ambition, but would take no 
otlier path to glory than that of virtue. He had been a 
pcrfe6t captain, had he bad, to. do with none but brave 
and difcipiined men, and it .had been Ofily neceffary to 
be beloved. He was mord apprebeojive of being in to 

•* Tacit. Anntl. c.'liocv, 
• * M^€hAadmif^viri€t/ama; feSndenau. TMtT«HiA6rrl.n.c.6& 
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foldiers .difplcafure, than his foHlers in his. • He 
:thought it fufficient for a commander to praile good 
.anions, without* puniflung bad ones ; for which reafon 
he was beloved by the worthy ; but thofeof a difl'crent 
charafter abufed his facility. He died at thirty, years 
of age. 

* Could the two great perfons, we have here drawn 
.after Xenophon, have been moulded into one, fome- 
thing perfett might have been made of them ; retrench- 
ing their feveral defefts, and retaining only their vir- 
tuq^: but it rarely happens that the fame man t, as Ta- 
citSs lays of Agricola, behaves, according to the exi- 
gency of times and circumftances, fometimes with 
gentlenefs, and fometimes with feverity, without lef- 
fening his authority by the former, or the people's af- 
feftion by the Jatter.. 

. Menon was a Theffalian, avaricious and ambitious, 
but ambitious only from the motive of avarice, purfu- 
ing honour and eftimation for the mere hi ere of money. 
•He courted the friejidfliip of the great, and of perfons 
in authority, that he might have it in his power to com- 
mit injuftice and oppreffion with impunitiy. To obtdjn 
his ends, all means with him were virtue; falfehood, 
fraud, perjury; whilft finccrity, and integrity of heart, 
ilopd in .his icheipe igr weaknefs and ftupidity. He 
loved nobody; and, if he profe.fled friendihip, it was 
pnly to deceive. As others made their glory confift in 
religion, probity, and .honour, he valued him felt upon 
injuftice,. deceit, and treachery.. He gained the favour 
pi the great by falfe reports, whifpering, and calumny ; 
?ndthat of the foldiery by licence and impunity. In 
^ne, he endeavoured to render himfelf terrible by the 
mifchief it was in his power to do, and imagined he ia- 
voured thofe to whom he did none« 

It was in my thoughts to have retrenched thefe cha- 
ra^erSy which interrupt th^ thread of the hillpry, but 

^ Efrepum prinfi^gtus temptramentum^Jit dimpHsutriMjque Mis /da vrrtU' 
Us mjcercntur. Tacit. Hiftor. 1, ii. c. 5. 

' f Pro vafUs Umporihus ac ntgotiij fiurus ft amis — nee Uli, quod efi fariffi' 
miti majaciikas4ttitkftitaicm^'mutjcv€ritas amoremt dtmnmt. Tacit, m 
Agf^c. ci^v ... .^ .. 
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«ft they aae a livdy iiaage of tfaem^oners of men, wVicli 
in all times .are the fame, I iihought xetaining them 
.Wouldnekber he ufekfs nor di£iig»€|^ble to the veader. i 

■I 

fifiCX. V. Rttrtat of the Ttn Thoufan^Gredsfrom the ! 
Province of Bahlon to Trtbijoj^d^ 

« nPHE generals of *he iGveeks liaving <been feizcd, 
X and the officers who attended .them mail^cred* 
the troops iKcre in the highcft confternation. Thef 
were &ve or iix hiuidised leagues from Greece, ,fur« 
rounded with g^ceat rivers and eoemy nations, withoul 
any luppliesot provifions. Inthisxate of general ^e^ 
jedion, they could not think of taking eidier ^ouriflw 
<aeatjorr<epo!(£. inthe«iiuidi««f«heniri^, Xenophoor, 
a young Athenian, but of prudence and capacity fitpe-j 
irior to his years, went to lome of the officers, and reJ 
|>rerented to them, that they >had 4io time -to lofe ; ^ar 
It was of the laA importance to prevent ebe bad4e!figii|i 
of the enemy ; that, however ifaoaM^heir mun^er, KM] 
would render themfelve^ forn^ijidabk if ^hey b^havei 
with boldnefs and refolution ; that yalour and oQjt mid 
titude determines >the (uo€€(s -ol arms-; and 'that it w^ 
neceflary, above all dkingSito-ncypioate jgenereits ims^ 
diately, becaufean army without commandeipsis Kkei 
body, without a ibuJ. A co^moil-was immediately held 
at which a hundred ofiicers were prefent, and Xeoi 
phon, being defii^d to fpeak, deduced -^e reafons i 
large, he had at firit but jigh^ly touched, upon ; and tt 
his advice commanders were appointed. Th^ wel 
Timafion for Clearchus, Kaothicles -for Socrates, CH 
anor for Agias, PhiiefiiM for Menon, and Xenp^fad 
for Proxeae«« M 

Before the break of ^ay, -they aflemhied fhe aril 
The generals made i^eeches ^o-enimate the tfoops, a 
Kenc^hoi^ amongll<hei»eft. *<^ Frflow •foldters,*"^aidl 
f* i;be lufsoffomanyhrgi^iwawBh^ vi4ef»eachery,.« 
the bpin^ abandoned bvpurfricnd^, is Y^ty jJLeg(\pj:^i 
j^u^ ;i^e ,m^A i^qt J^ixk Mi^^qr. ^r jWJ^XftfJJL^jJfiSj .^Otfl* it 

< Xenoph. in £xped. Cyr. 1« iii* & iv« 
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. ¥e canndb conquer^ let us ehoofe rather to punifli glo- 
jiottfly, than to fall into the hands of Barbarians, who 
\r<m\Q inflid upon us the greateft miferies. Let us 
all to mind the glorious battles of Platxa, Thermopy- 
e, Salamin, and the many oth^s wherein our ancef- 
5rs, though with a fmall nuiribcr, have fought ?^nd de- 
sated the innumerable annies of the Perfians, and 
liereby rendered the name alone of Greek for ever 
ormicable. It is to their intrincible valour we owe 
ke honour we pofleft, of acknowledging no mafters 
iJpon earth but the gods, nor any happincfs, but what 
confifts with liberty, Thofe gods, the avengers of 
perjury, and witnefies of the enemy's treafon will he 
lavourable to us ; and as they are attacked in the vio- 
lation of treaties, and take pleafure in humbling the 
proud, and exalting the tow, they 'wiU alfo follow u$ 
to battle, and comhat for us. * For the reft, bellow 
foldiers, as we have no refuge but in vi6lory, which 
tnuftbcour hope, and will make us ample amends 
for whatever it cofts to attain it ; I (hould believe, if 
rt were your opinion, that, for the making a more rea- 
iyand lefs difficult rptreat, it would be very proper to 
rid ourfelves of all the ufelefs "baggagt, and to keep 
only what is abfolutely neceffary in our march." All 
die foldiers that moment lifted up their hands to fignify 
tfaeir approbation and confent to all that had been faid, 
*nd without lofs of time fet fire to their tents and car- 
fiages; fuch of them as had too much equipage giv- 
ing it others who had fqo little, and deftroying the reft. 
It was^refolved to mardi the ?irmy without tumult 
^violence, if their return was not oppofcd; but other- 
wife to gpeu themjelv^s ajj^affagefwor d in hand throqgh 
Ae enemy .^ They began their march in the fc>rm ot a 
great hpllow fquare, with the baggafge in the centred 
Chirijophus the L^icedaemonian had the' van guard J 
two of the.oldeft captains the- right and left; and Ti- 
niafion with Xenophon' were nofted in the rear as t,h^ 
youngeft officers. Tlie firft day was ritde ; becaufe^ 
having -neither -horfc nor flingers, they were extreme!^ 

K 5 harafied 
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haraffed by a detachment fent againft them : but tkey 
provided againft that inconvenience by following Xe* 
nophon's advice. They chofe two hundred men out 
ol the Rhodians in the army, whom they armed with 
flings, and augmented their pay for their encourage- 
ment. They could throw as far again as the Perfians, 
becaufe they difcharged balls of lead, and the other 
made ufe of lai;ge flints. They mounted alfo a fqua- 
dron of fifty men upon the horfes intended for the 
baggage, and fupplied their places with other beails of 
burden. By the means of this fupply a fecond detach^ 
ment of the enemy were very feverely handled. 

After fome days march, Tiflaphernes appeared with 
all his forces. He contented himfelf with harafling the 
Greeks, who moved on continually. The latter obferv- 
ing the difBculty of retreating in a hollow fquare in the 
lace of an enemy, from the unevennefs of ground, 
hedges, and other obftacles, which might oblige them 
to break it, changed their order of battle, and marched 
in two columns, with the little baggage they had in the 
fpace between them. They formed a body of referve 
of fix hundred chofen men, whoni they divided into 
fix companies, and fubdivided by fifties and tens, to 
facilitate their motions according to occafion. When 
the columns came clofe to each other, they either re- 
mained in the rear, or filed off upon the flanks on both 
lides, to avoid diforder; and when. ^hcy opened, they 
fell into the void fpace in the rear between the two 
columns. Upon any occafion of attack, they imme- 
diately ran where it was neceffary. The Greeks flood 
feveral charges, but they were neither cpnfiderable, nor 
attended with much lofs. 

They arrived at the river Tigris. As its depth would 
not permit them to repafs it without boats, they were 
obliged to crofs the Carducian mountains, becaufe 
there was no other way, and the prifoners reported, that 
from thence they would enter Armenia, where they 
might pafs the Tygris at its fource, and afterwards the 
Euphrates, not very diflant from it. To gain thofe de- 
files 
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files before the enemy could feize them, it was thought 
proper to fet forwards in the night, in order tp arrive 
^ the foot of the mountains by the break of day ; which 
was done accordingly.. Chirifophus continued at the 
bead of the advanced guard» with the troops armed with 
iniffive weapons^ befides his ordinary corps ; and'Xe- 
Bophon in the rear, whh only, the heavy-armed foU 
diers, becaufesat that time there was nothing to fear oir 
that fide. .The inhabitants of the cx>untry had taken 
poireOion. of feveral of the heights, from whence it 
was neceflary to drive them, which could not be done 
without great danger and difficulty. 

The officers, having held a council of war, were of 
opinion, that it was proper to leave behind them all the 
beads of burden not abfolutely neceflary, with all the 
Daves lately taken ; becaufe both the one and the other 
would retard .their march too much.in>the great defiles 
^hey had to pafs; befides which, it required a. greater 
quantity of provifions to fupport them, and thofe who 
had the care of thebeafts were ufelefs in fight. • That 
regulation was executed without delay, and tjiey con- 
tinued their march, fometimes fighting, and fometimes 
halting. The pa(fi.ng pf the mountains, which took up 
(even days, fatigued the troops exceedingly, and occa- 
fioned fome lofsj but at length they arrived at .viU 
lages, where they found provifions in abundance, and 
refted fome days, tj recover the fevere fajtigue&thc-ar* 
my bad fufierecU in qomparifon with whicK all they 
had undergone in P.erfia was j^riviah .1 

They found themselves /oon tfter.expofed to;new 
danger. Almqfi ^t ih^ foot of the mountains they, came 
to a river* twof bi#pdred feet in breadth, calkd Gen* 
trites, which ftopped. their march. They had to defend 
themfelves againft the enemy, who purfued them in th6 
rear, and^ the Armenians, the foldiers of the .couiitry, 
y^ho defended the oppoCte fide of the river. I'hcy au 
tempted in vain ^9 pafs it iix a place, wher^ the \v:at^r 
camQ u^ to their armpits, and were parried away by the 
rapidity of the current, againll which tlie weitjht of 


their araitmadctfaemunablecoveiifi. By^oodiortuiie 
they difcoyeredi anpitisr piaioe not fo <deqp» where f^inie 
ibidiers.hadicen the people <jf4be«oumrypa£5« It^re* 
quired ainundaace of luUrefs, diKgence^ and valour* to 
keep off the £|ueiBy on both lUes of chetn. 'The arm^ 
however paffed the riv^er at length without fBudi lofs. 

They marxiied afterwards with le(s intermp^Rf 
paffed the iburce of the Tyjgri^ and arrived at the •tit- 
tie river Teleboa* which is very beautiful, and has 
Biany villages on its banks. Here began ^e w^ftern 
AroKj^nia; which was gov-erned by Tirifbiirus, a fatrap 
much beloved by the king, andhad the honour to help 
him to ^ mount orf horfeback when at the court : be 
offered to let the army pafs, and tp fuller the fotdier^ 
to take all they wanted, upon cocidiiion that they fliould 
commit no ravages in their nvMxh ; which propofal 
was accepted and ratified on each fide. TtribaAM kepi 
always a flying camp at a ImaH diAance fr^ni'the anny. 
There fell a freat quantity of fnow, which gave the 
troops fome inconveaienoe ; a»d they leai^t from a 
prifoner, that Tiribafus had a deftgn to attaek the 
Greeks at a pa£s of the mountains, in a defile, through 
which they muil neceffarily march. Th^y prevented 
him by iieizing that poft, aiter having pt>t the enemy 
to flight. Alter fome day« maf^h through deferts^ 
they pafled the Euphrates ne^ar its ^yrce, not haviog 
the water above their middles. 

They iu&red exce^dinj^ly aift^wards from a nortft 
wind which blew in their laces, and prevented re^pira* 
lion ; fo that it was thought neceffa^ tofaerifice to the 
wind, upon which k fcemed to a^te. Tbe^ -march^t 
on in fnow five or fix feet deep, which killed feverai 
Cervants and beafts of hurden, befi4es thirty foldiers. 
They made fire^ during the night, for they found plenty 
of wood. All the next day, they continued their marck 
through the fnow^ when many of them from the excth 
of hunger, followed with langout or fainting, conti- 
nued lying upon the ground, through wekknefs and 

* The French tranllat«r of Xeaophon fays, kektidike ki^g*sj^rmp vHken 
Ugttsttl^nfilmkt wUkont coa64eriii^ t^ the incienu ufed aoac. 
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want off r|>irtfs. Wheh IbiMthrng had been given 
Aem to eat, they found thtmielves relieved, and con^ 
tinned their march. 

The enemy ftil! purfuedthettt, 6f whom many, over* 
taken by the-night, remained on the way without fire 
or provifions, fo that feVcnil died of their hardfhipBt 
and the enemy wlio followed them took fome baggage. 
Some foldiers were aKo left behind, that had loft theif 
fight, and others their tpfes, by the fnow. Againft the 
firft evil it was good to wear fomething black before 
their ^yes ; and againft the other, to keep the legs al- 
ways in motion, and to bare the feet at night. Arriv- 
ing in a more commodious place, they difoerfed them- 
felvcs into the nei^bouring villages to recover and 
repofe after their tatigues. The houfes were built un- 
derground, with an opening at top, like a well, through 
which the defcent wa$ by a ladder; but there was ano- 
ther entrance for cattle. They found there flieep, 
cows, goats, poultry ; with wheat, barley, and pulfe ; 
and for drink, there was beer, which was very flrong^ 
when not mingled with water, but was agreeable to 
thofe who were ufed to it. They drank this with a reed 
out of the veffels that held the beer, upon which they 
favr the barley fwim. The mafter of the houfe, where 
Xeaophon lay, received him very kindly, and even 
ftowed him where he had concealed fome wine ; be* 
fides which he made him a prefent of feveral hbrfes. 
He taught him atfo to faften a kind of hurdles to their 
feet, and to do the fame to t^e ot!ber beads of bu^en; 
to prevent their finking in tbc ftow; wifliout wliich 
they would have been up to the girth Jn it at everjr 
ftep. The army, after having defied leven days in theft 
villages, refumed their loute. 

Attcr a march of feven days they arrived at the river 
Araxes, called alfo the Phaius, which is about a hun- 
dred feet in breadth. Two4ays after they difcovered 
the Phafians, tlie Chalybes, and the Taochians, who 
kept the pafs of the mountains, to prevent their de*- 
fccnding into the plain. Theyfaw ir was impoffibl^ 

to 
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to avoid cotn}ng to a battle^with them, and refolvad to 
give it the lame day.^ Xenopbon, who had obferved 
that the erieray defended only the ordinary paffage,and 
{bat the mountain was three leagues in extent, propof* 
ed tlie fcntiing of a detachment to take pofleflioa ot the 
heights that commandedthe enemy; which would not 
be difficult, as they might prevent all fafpicion of their 
defign by a march in the night, and by making a falfe 
attack by the main road, to amufe the Barba^i^ns• 
This was accordingly executed, tlie enemy put toilight, 
and the pafs cleared. 

They crofFed the country of the Chalybes, who are 
the moft valiant of all the B^arbarians in thofe parts. 
When they killed an ^nemy, they cut off his bead and 
carried it about in triumph, finging and dancing. They 
kept themielves clofe.Hiut up in their cities, ^nd when 
the army marched,. fell fuddenly upon the rear, after 
having carried every thing of value in the country into 
places of fafety. After twelve or fifteen days march, 
they arrived at a very high mountain, called Tecqua, 
horn whence they defcried the fea.. The firfl who 
perceived it, raifed great ihouts of joy for a confider- 
able time ; which made Xenopbon imagine that the 
yan guard was attacked, and go with all haftc to fup* 
port it. As he approached nearer, the cry of thcjea! 
thcjta ! was heard dillin£lly« and the alarm changed 
into joy and gaiety ; and wnen they came to the top, 
nothing was heard but a confufed noife of the whole 
iirmy, crying out together, /^^a/ thefea! whilftthey 
could not refrain from tears, nor from embracing their 
generals and officers. And then, without waiting for 
orders, they heaped up a pile of ilones, and erefied a 
trophy witn broken bucklers and other arms. 

From thence they advanced to the mountains of Col- 
chis, one of which was higher than the reft, and of that 
the. people of the countrv had poffeffed therofelve?. 
The Greeks drew up in battle at the bottom oi it to 
afcend, for the accefs was not imprafticable. Xeno- 
.phoB did not judge it proper to mar.ch iti line o£ battle^ 
' " • ' * • but 


but by files ; becaufe the foldiers could not keep their 
ranks, from the inequality of th^ ground, thai in fome 
places was eafy, and ill other^ difficult to climb, which 
might difcourage them. That advice was approved, 
and the army marched according to it. The heavy- 
armed troops amounted to fourfcore files, each confilt- 
ing of about a hundred men, with^eighteen hunditd 
light armed foldiers, divided in three bodies,' one of 
which was ported on the right, anpther on the left, and 
a third in the centre. Alter hav\ng encouraged his 
troops, by reprefenting to- them that this was the lad 
obftacle they bad to furmount, and implored the affirt- 
ance of the gods, the- army began to afcend the hill. 
The enemy were not able to fupport their charge, and 
difperfed. They paQed the mountain, and encamped 
in villages, where they found provifions in abundance. 
A very ftrange accident happened there to the army, 
which put them into great confternation. For the fol- 
diers finding abundance of beehives in, that place, and 
eating the honey, they were taken with violent vomit- 
ing and fluxes, attended with raving fits ; fo that thofe,. 
who were leaft ill, feemed like drunken men, and the 
reft, either furioufly mad,*or dying. The earth was 
ftrewed with their bodies as after a defeat ; however,* 
ione of them died, and the diftemper ceafed the next 
<iay about the fame hour it had taken them. The third 
or fourth day the foldiers got up, but in the condition 
people are after taking a violent medicine. 

Two days after the armj arrived near Trebifond, a 
Greek colony of Sinopians, fituate upon the Euxine or 
Black Sea, in the provmcc of Colchis. Here they lay 
scamped for thifty days, ^nd acquitted themfelves of 
the vows they had made to Jupiter, Hercules, arid the 
other deities, to obtain a happy return into their owr\ 
country.. They'alfo celebrated the ganies of, the horfe 
and foot races, wreftling, boxing, the pancratium ; the 
whole attended with tbe grtateft joy and foleranity. 
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S^CT. VI. Tie Gr&eht after having undergone excef- 
Jive Fatigues^ and Jar mounted many Dangers, arrive 
ufon the Sea-coaji oppofitc to Byzantiujn. They pafs 
ike Strait, and engine in tke Service of Seuthes, 
Prince of Thrate. Xenophon afiervnirds rebates the 
Seat advances to P.ergamu^^ and joins Thimbron^ 
General of the Lacedamonians^ who marches againjl 
Tijfaphernes and Pharnabafus. 

* A FTER having offered facrifices to the feveral 
JlTl divinities, and celebrated the games, they deli- 
berated upon the proper meafures for their return into 
Greece. They concluded upon going thither by fea, 
and for that purpofe Chirifophas offered to go to Anax- 
ihius, the admiral of Sparta; who was his fri«nd, to ob- 
tain fhips of liira. He fet out direQly, and Xenopboa 
regulated the order it was neceffary to obferve, and the 
precautions to be taken for the fecurity of the campi 
provifions, and forage. He believed it alfo proper to 
make fure of fome veffels, befides thofe that werecx- 

Eefted, and tnade fome expeditions againft the ntigh- 
ouriiig people. 

As Chirifophus did not return fo foon as was expeft- 
ed, and provifions began to be wajiting, it was reiolv- 
ed to proceed by land ; becaufe there was not a fuffi- 
cicnt number of fliipjj to tranfport the whole army, in^ 
thoife, which the precaution of Xenophon had procur- 
ed, were allotted to carry the women, the old and ftck 
mefif with all the unneceffary baggage. The anny 
continued its march, and lay ten days at*Cerafas, 
where there was a general review of the troops, who 
were found to amount to eight thoufand fix hundred 
men, out of about ten thouiand ; the reft having i^^^ 
in their retreat, of their wounds, fatigues, or difeafcs. 

• This city of Cerafus became famoos from the cherry treet, which 
iiUcuUus firi^ brought into Italy, and which from thcAce have becB 
diifrtM. all over t£e wcdern won4. 


PERS-XANS AN1> GRECIANS. tOi 

In tbe fmall time -the Gfeeks continued in thefb 
parts, fev^ral divifions arofe« a6 well with the inhabit^ 
ants of Ae*cauiUry, as with fome of the officers, who 
were jealous of Xenophon'6 authority, and endeavour-- 
ed to render him odious to (he army. But his wifdom 
and moderation put a ftop to thoJc diforders ; having 
-made the foldieM fenfible that their fafety depended 
upon preferving uiiion and a good underflanding 
amongftjthomf elves, and obedience to their generals. 

Fr^m Cerafus they went to Cotyora, which is not 
very remote from it. They there deliberated again 
upon the proper meafures for their return. The inha- 
bitants of tlie country reprefented the sllmoft infuper- 
able difEculties of going by land, from the defiles and 
rivers they had<to pafs,and offered to fupply the Greeks 
with &ips. Thi« feemed tbe^xeft expedient, and tl>e 
army .embarked accordingly. They arrived the neJtt 
iay at Sinoj^, a city of raphlagonia, and. a colony of 
i^Milefians. C4)irifophu5 repaired thither with gaK 
fcys, but without mqney, thougbthe troops expefted to 
ceceive fome. He aflured.them that the army mould be 
paid, i(S Jbon as they were oat of the Euxine Sea; and 
^ tbcir r^etreat wuis univerfally celebrated; and the 
lAjefi o(f the dtfcou^fe and admiration of ail Greece. 

The foldiers, finding therofelves near enough ^o 
G«eece, defired to make fome booty before they arrived 
Acre, and with that view-refolved to nominate a gene- 
ral with fult authority, whereas, till then, all affairs 
'•'cie determined in the council of war bythe plurality 
of Voices. They caft their eyes upon Xenophon, and 
caufed him to be defired to accept that office. He was 
fiot infen&ble of the honour of commanding in chief; 
fcttt he forefaw ^be eonfequences, and defired time to 
confider. After having expreffed the higheft fenfe of 
gratitude for an offer fo much to his honour, he repre- 
femed, that, to avoid jealoufy and divifion, the fucceft 
«f affairs, and the iiitereft of the army, feemed ^ojt^ 
^ttire that they fliould c^ioofe a Lacedaemonian for troilr 
general ; the Spartan ftate at that time aftually rvAmf 
Gieece, and in confMecaiioa -of^tbat choice would be 

' * difpofed 
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difpoCed to fuppori th^m* This reafon was not relllRed, 
jtnA they objected to it, that they were far from intend- 
,ing a feivile dependence upon Sparta, or to fubmitto 
regulate their entcrprifes by the pleafure or difljke of 
that llate^ apd pre fled hijn again to accept the com- 
.niand* He was then obliged to explain himfelf fincere- 
ly, and without evafion ; and declared, that having con- 
fulted the gods by facrifice, upon the offer they made 
him, they had manifefted their will by evident figns, 
from whence it appeared that they did not approve their 
.choice. It was lurprifing to fee the impreffion which 
the fole mention of the gods made upon the foldiers, 
othcrwife very warm and tenacious, and who befides 
are commonly little afFefled with the motives of reli- 
gion* Their great ardour abated immediately, and with- 
out maki«g any reply, they proceeded to eleft Chirifo- 
.phus though a Lacedaemonian, for their general. 

His authority was of no long continuance.- Difcord, 
as Xenophon had forefeen, arofe amongft the troops, 
,who were angry that their general prevented their plun- 
dering the Grecian cities, by which they paffed. This 
difturbance was principally excited by the Peloponfle- 
fif^ns, who compofed one half of the army, and could 
not fee Xenophon an Athenian in authprity without 
.pain. Different meafures were propofed ; but nothing 
being concluded, the troops divided them fe Ives into 
three bodies, of which the Achaians and Archadians, 
that is, the Peloponnefians, were the principal, amount- 
ing to four thoufand five hundred neavy-armcd foot, 
with Lycon and Callimachus for their generals. Chi- 
rifophus commanded another part of about fourteen 
hundred men, befides feveij hundred iight-armed infan- 
.try. Xenophon had the third, almofl the fame in num- 
ber, of |fhich three hundred were light-armed, foldiers, 
with about forty horfe» which were all the cavalry of 
the iJmy. The firft having obtained (hips from the 

«le of * Heraclea, to whom they had fent to demand 
, fet out before the reft to make fome booty, and 
made a defcent in the port of Calpe. Chirifophus, 

who 
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whb'Mras ncl^rmar^&ed by laad; bat without quittiijg 
the coall. Xenophoh landed at Heraclea, and entered 
into the heart of the cduntry. * 

New di vifions arofe. The imprudence of the troops 
end their leaders had involved ^em in ill meafures, not 
witlioiit iofs, from whence the addrefs of Xeuophon 
extricated them mor^than once« Being all reaaited 
again^ after various fuccefs, they arrived by lancj at 
Chryfopolis in Caledonia, facing Byzantium, whither 
they repaired fome days ^ten .naving paffedthe fmall 
arm of thefea, which feparates the two continents^ 
They were upon the point of plundering that rich and 
powerful city, tp revenge a fraud and injury which I ad 
been done them, andfromthehope of enriching thera* 
feives once for ail, when Xenophon made ail pofTible 
hafte thither. He admitted the juftnefs . of their re-* 
venge, but he made them fenfible of the fatal confer 
juences which would attend it. " After your plunder^ 
ing this city, and deftroying the Lacedaemonians ella« 
blifhed in it, you will be deetned the txfortal enemies 
of their republic, and of all their allies. Athens, my 
country, that had four hundred gallevs at fea and in th« 
arfenals, when it took up arms againft them, great fums 
of money in its treafury, a revenue of a thoufand ta^ 
leots, and was in pofleflion of all the ifles of Greece, and 
of many cities in Europe and Afia, of which this was 
one, has neverthelefs been reduced to y*ield'to their 
power, and fubrait to their fway. And do you hope» 
who are but a handful of men, without generals, pro* 
vifions, allies, or any refource, either from Tiltipher* 
nes, who has betrayed you, or the king of Perfia, whbm 
you have attempted to dethrone; can you hope, i hy% 
in fuch a condition to make head againft the JUaced^ 
monians ? Let us demand fatisfa£lion from the Byzan^^ 
tines, and not avenge their fault by a much greater of 
our own, which muft dfay upon us.ijieyitable ruinJ.' 
He was belie ved,. and. th^affai.r accommodated.* 
* From th^iicQ h< led^b^ofi t^. ^iilmydeflai to ^erye 

Seuthes, 
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fieutbes, princeofTiiiaoe, wlio bad before folieittdiiim 
by liM envoys totbrifigi troops tahis aid, in order to his J 
re*eftabli(hnient in his father's ^lomintons, cf which his * ' 
ciaemies had deprived hini. He had made Xenophon 
great promifes for himreif and his troops; but whAi 
Cfaey had^oDe bim the fervice he wanted, he was ib far 
{rom keeping his word, that be did not give them the 
tMiy agreed upon. Xenophon reproached bin! exceed- 
ingly with this bveach of faith ; imputing his perfidy t^ 
hi% lainifter Heractides, who thought to make his court 
to his mafter, by faving him a fum of money, at the ex- 
l^enoe of juftice, faitn, and honefly; qualities which 
ought to be dearer than all others to a prince, as they 
ciontribnte the moft to lits reputation, as well as to the 
^cefs of aS^ini and the fecurity of a ftate. Butthitt 
tfeacherous nunifler who looked opon honour, pr(^tty> 
•ad juilicQ, a« mere chimeras, and that there was no- 
thing real but the -polTeffion of much money, had no 
thoughts, in coiiioquence,'>biiit of enriching himfetf "by 
mny means «4iatibever, aad^robbedbis mafter fiiAwith 
icnpunity , and afit bis fubje6)s*aloiig wkh him. ** HoV" 
•ver/* €^m«nuedXe«of4io«iy>**'ex^ry wife nian.,efpe- 
ctftUy in lA^ihopity and.-cotmnaod, ought to regopdjvf- 
tk>e, prdbity ,>and the fiiitb«f etigagements,-as the mofft 
Meciou« treafure he can pofiefs ; and m an aflured re* 
tource, and *n inf^lible iupport in aH the events that 
«an happen." HeracUdes was the more in the wrong 
for atting in this manner with regard to the troops as he 
was a native of Greece, and not aThracian: but ava- 
rice<bad extingui^d all fenfe of honour in him* 

Whilft the difpule between Seuithes and Xenophon 
was warmefi,CbarmiAU6 and Polynices arrived, as am- 
MTadoi^i frond Lacedacmcto, and brought advice, that 
the republic bad deelafed war againft Tiffaphernes and 
Pharnabai'tts ; that Thimbron bad already embarked 
wiftb<be troops and promifed a darick a month to every 
ibidier, two to each officer, amd four to the coloneh 
«riio4hould^ng9ge4B i^ fervioe. Xenophon aeoepted 
Ac ofikr, and having iobtaiMd from Scathes, by the 

mediation 
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meidiatioft of the ambafladors^.pwt of the^pay due to 
hii%h0wentby iea to I^mpfapui with the army, which 
amounted at that time to almoft fix thoufand men^ 
FrcMS thence he advanced lo- Tefgaanix^^ a city in the 
pFovince of Troas. .Hatying met near Parthenia, H'here 
ended the expteditiooof the Qre«ks, a great nobiemad 
fuming into Perfia* )it took him, his wife, and chil- 
dren, wiihi «11 bis equij^s^et and by that means found 
himfelf if\ ar condition. t& befiow^ great liberalities 
amongft the f<^ldiersi and to make th4^m a iatisfai6lory 
amends for all theloiifcs they had fviiiained. Inimbron 
at length arrived, w^hatooX' upon him the command of 
the troops, and having joined tbemf with his own» 
marched againft TiiTaphernes m\d Pbarnabafus. 

^ Such was the event of Cypu&'s expedition. Xeno^ 
phon reckons from the firft letting out of that prince's 
armv from the city af.Epltefus to their arrival where 
the battle wad fbu^t« five hundred and thirty para(an« 
ga^ or le«^ues, and fouvfcote and thirteen days march ; 
*and in their return from the place of battle to Cotyora, 
a city upon the coaft of the Euxine or Black Sea, fix 
hundred and twenty p^rafangas or leagues, and a hun« 
4red and^wenty days march. And adding both toge- 
^«, he fays, the way, going and coming, was eleven 
IwBdred ^nd' ftf ty * ftvis pslrafangas or leagues, •» and 
tvo hundred and fiftteen day&mafch ; and that the whole 
time the army took to perJtorm that journey, including 
ihe days of reft, was fifteen months. 

It appears by this calculation, that the army o£ 
Cyrus marched daily, one day with another, almoft fix 
F^afangas t or leagues in- gomg, and only five in their 

return* 

* Xenoph. de Expcd. L ii. p/ «76* r Ibi^Xyr. 1, iii.- p. 35-5* 

^ Xencrpfai 1* viU p: 467. 

* I add, JivCt which are left out in the text, to mike the total »grte 
*Uh the two parts. 

i The parafwga is a meafure. of the wisiya peculiar to the FerHant, 
and. confiib of three ftadia. The ifodium is ihc fame with the Greek*, 
and contains, according to the moft received opinion, onehundrfcd'and 
twcnty.five geometrical paces j twenty of which in confcquencc are re- 
qijire(i>to the common French league. And this has'beeii my rule hi** 
ilicrto, according to which the panbngais a kague and a half. 

I obfcrv« 
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return. It^was natural, that Cyrus, who defired to 
furprife his brother; (hould ufe atl poflible diligence 
for that purpofe. • ' * » * 

This retreat of the ten thoufand Greeks has always 
paffed amongft the judges in the art of war, as I have 
already obferved, forA perfeft model in its kind, and 
never had a parallel. Indeed no enterprife cotfW be 
formed with more valour and bravery, nor condufted 
with more prudence, nor executed with more fuccefs* 
Ten thojifarrd men, five or ftx*h«ndred leagues from 
their own country ; who had loll their g^neraJs and beft 
officers, and find themfel ves in the heart -of the enemy's 
vaft empire, undertake, in the fight of a vifctorious and 
numerous army, with the king at the head of them, to 
retire through the feat of his empire,- and in a manner 
from the gates of his palace, and to^traverfe a vaft ex- 
tent of unknown countries, almoft'all in a#n)s againft 
them, without being difmayed by the' ^rofpeft of the 
innumerable obftacles and dangeiri, to' Which they were 
every moment expofed ; pafles of rivers, of mountains, 
and deiiles; open attacks; fecret ambufcades from the 
people upon thwr route; famine, almoft tnevitabiy in 
vaft and defert regions; and above all the treachery 
they had to fear from the troops, who feeT»ed to be em- 
ployed in efcorting them, but in reality had orders to 
deftroy them. For Artaxerxes, who Was fenfible how 
much* the return of thofe Greeks inta their country 
would cover him with difgrace, and decry the raajelly 
of the empire in the fenfeof all nations, had left nothing 
undone to prevent it ; and he defired their deftru6tion, 
fays Plutarch, more paflionately, than to conquer 
Gyrus himfelf, or to preferve the fovereignty oi his 

I obferve here a great difficulty. In \}{ts calculation we find, tke 
ordinary days marches of Cyius, with ao ar,xny of more than a hundred 
thoufand mepi^ would have been one day with another nine leagues, 
during fo long a time^ which according -to the judges in military atfai/* 
is abfolutcly impofTibJe. This i& what has determined me to compute 
the parafanga ai no more than a league. Several authors have remark- 
ed, and indeed it is not to be doubled, that the iladium, and all the 
other mcafuics of ways of the ancients, have differed widely accord- 
ing to tiroe« and places, as they (Till do amongft us. 

. • eftates. 
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cftates. Thofe ten thoufand men,^however,. notwiih- 
flandihg fo many obftacles, carried their point, ar.d ar* 
rived, through a thoufand' dangers, vittorious and tri- 
umphant in their own country- ^ Anthony long aftery 
when purfued by the Parthians almoft in the famo- 
country, finding liimfelf in like danger, cried out in* 
admiration of their invincibl6 valour, iht retreai of 
the ten tkoufandl 

And it was the good- fuccefs of this famous retreat; 
which filled ^he people of Greece with contempt for 
Artaxerxes, by demppftratingtothein, that gold, filver, 
luxury, voluptuoufnefs, and a numerous feraglio of 
women, were the fole merit of the grand monarch ; but 
that as to the reft, his opulence and ail his boafted power 
were only pride and ollentatibn.- It was this prejudice,* 
more univerfal than ever in Greece after this celebrat- 
ed expedition, that gave birth to thofe bold enterprifes 
of the Greeks of which, we fliall foon treat, that made 
Artaxerxes tremble upon his throne, and brought the 
Perfian empire to the very brink of deftruttion. 

Sect. VTI. Conftqutnces of Cyrus's Death in thk 
Court of Artaxerxes. Cruelty and Jealoujy of tary- 
fatis, Statira poijvned. • 

' T RETURN to what paffed after the battle of Cu- 
A naxa in the court of Artaxerxes. As he believed 
that he killed Cyrus with his own hand, and looked 
upon that aSion as the moft glorious in his li-fe, he de-: 
fired that all the world fliould think the fame; and it 
was wounding him in the moft tender part to difpute 
that honour, or endeavour to divide it with him. The 
Carian foldier, whom we mentioned before, not-con- 
tented with the great prefents the king had made him! 
upon a different pretext, perpetually declared to all that . 
would hear him, that none but himfelf had J^illed Cyru», 
and that the king did him great iiijuftice.in depriving 
him of the glory due to him. The prince,. upon being , 

^ PtuU in Aot. p. 937. SifAVfii, ^ Plut. in Artax« p* ioi8—iobi%/ 

informed 
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informed of ihat mfolenisc^ concaved a jealoufy equaU 
ly baie and cruel, and had the wead&nefs to caufe hu& to 
be delivered toParvfkis, who had fworn thedeilru&ioH 
of all tbofe that had any (hare in the death of her fon. 
Aniniated by her barbarous revenge, fhe commanded 
the executioners to take that unfortunate wretch, and 
to make liira fuffer the-moft exqutfite tortur^^ during 
ten days ; then after they had torn out his eyes, to pour 
IBolten brafs into his ears, till he expired in that cruel 
mifer}* ; which was accordingly executed. 

Mithridates alfo, having bowed in an entertainment, 
where he had heated his brain with wine, that it was 
he gave Cyrus his mortal wound, paid very dear for 
that iottifli and imprudent vanity. He was condemned 
to fuffer the punilhment of the * troughs, one of the 
moft cruel that was ever invented, and after having 
languiflied in torment during {evcnteen days, died at 
laft flowly in exquifite mifery. 

There only remained- for the final execution- of her 
proje£l, and fully to fatiate her vengeance, the puniib* 
ment of the king's eunuch Mefabates, who, by his 
tnafter's order, had cut off the headand hand of Cyrus« 
But as there was nothing to take hold of in his conduA* 
Par)'ratis laid this fnare for him* She was a woman 
of great addrefs, had abundance of wit, and excelFed 
in playing at a certain game^witfa dice. After, the war, 
file had been reconciled with the king, played often 
with him, was of all his parties, had an unbounded com* 
plaifance for him, and far from contr4di^ng him in 
anything, prevented his defires, did not hi uik at in- 
dulging his paflions, and even at fupplying' him- with 
the means oi gratifying them. But ihe took efpeda) 
care never to lofe fight of him, and to leave Statiraas 
Iktie alone with him as flie could, deiiring to gain an 
abfolute afcendant over her fon. 

One day feeing the king entirely unemployed, and 
with no thoughts but of diverting himfelf, me proposed 

* %t^ the dcfcriptioA of this tOtttnre^ al heforegivfcn in a former 

playing 
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playing at dice with him for a thoufaiid daricks^, to 
which he readily confented. She fuffered him to win, 
and paid down the money. But aifefling regret and 
vexation, fhe preffed him to begin again^ and to play 
with her for a eunuch. The king, who fufpefted no- 
thing, complied, and they agreed to except five of the 
favourite eunuchs on each fide, that the winner fhould 
take their choice out of the reft, and theNfofer be bound 
to deliver him. Having made thefe conditions, they fat 
down to play. The queen was all attention to the game, 
and made ufe of all her (kill and addrefs in it ; befides 
which the dice favoured her. She won, and chofe Me- 
fabates, for he was not one of the excepted. As foon as 
ihe got him into her hands, before the king could have 
the leaft fufpicion of the revenge (he meditated, ftie de-» 
livered him to the executioners, and commanded tlieni 
to flea him alive, to.laj^ him afterwards upon three tcrofs 
bars, and to ftretch his (kin at large beiore his eyes up* 
on two ftakesprepared forthat purpofe; which wasper- 
tormed accordingly. When the king knew this, he was 
very forry for it, and violently angry with his mother. 
But without giving herfelf any further trouble about it, 
Ihe told him with a fmile, and in a jelling way, ** Really 
you are a great lofer, and muft be highly in the right, 
to be fo much out of humour for a decrepid wretch of 
a eunuch, when I, who loft a thoufand good darick-s, 
and paid them down upon the fpot, do not fay a word, 
and am fatisfied.'* 

All thefe cruelties feem to be only eflfays and prepa- 
rations for a greater crime Paryfatis meditated. She 
bad retained at heart a violent hatred for queen Statira, 
which (he had fuffered to efcapc her upon many occa- 
fions. She perceived plainly, that her credit with the 
king her fon was only the effeft of his refpeft and con* 
Cderation for her as his mother; whereas, that for Sta. 
tira was founded in love and confidence, the beft fc- 
curity of credit "with him. Of what is not the jea- 
loufy of an ambitious woman capable! She refolved 

• The daripk was worth ten livrc*. 
f Plutarch explaint this circumftance no farther. 

Vol. IV. L to 


to rid lierfelf^ wh^var it coft ber, af fo fomnidable 9 
rival. 

^ • _ 

For the more ceitam attaiftmcnt of her ends, flie 
feigned a reconciliation iwith bor^daughter-invlaw, and 
t recited her with all the eicterior marks of fiRcere friend' 
ihip and real confidence. The two queens appearing, 
th^efore to have for^got their former fufpicions and 
differences, lived well tog^itber, faw one znother asbe* 
fore, and ate at each other's apartments. 3\xt as both of 
them knew how much the iriendftiips and careiTes of 
the court were to be relied upon, efpeciaily amongft 
the wo^men, they were neither of them deceived in the 
other; apd (he lame fears always fubfifting, they kept 
vpofi their guard, 9nd never ate hut of the fame diflies 
^nd pieces. Could one believe it poflibleto deceive fo 
attentive and cautious a vigilance ? Paryiatis, one day 
when her daughter-^ki-law was at table with her, took 
9n e;ctremely exquifite bird, that had been ferved up, 
cut it in two p^rts, gave one half to Statira, and ate the 
^ther herfeif. Statira foon after. vr^& feized mkh ibarp 

{ains, and, having quitted the table» died in the moft 
orrible qonvulfions, not without infpiring the king 
Vith the moft violent fufpicions of his mothejr,ofwhofe 
cruelty, and implacable and revejigeful fpirk, he was 
Sufficiently fenfible before. He made the ftrifleft en- 
quiry into the crime. All his motherfs officers and do- 
meftics were feized and put to the queftion; when 
Gygis, one of Parj^fatis^s women and confidents, con- 
fefled the whole. She had caufcd one fide of ainifc to 
be rubbed with poifon, fo that JPoryfatis, having cut the 
bird in two, put the found part into her own mouth di- 
reftly, and gave Statira the other that fwas poifoncd. 
Gygis was put to death after the manner the Perfians 
punifhed poifoners, which is thus : they.lay their hcadf 
upon a great and very broad ilone, and beat upon it with 
another till they are entirely cruihed, aiid have no re- 
mains of their former figure. As for Paryfatis, the king 
contented hirofelf with conjEningherto Babylon, where 
fhe demanded to retire, find told her, that Jie would ne- 
ver fet his foot within it while ftie was tjbere* 

. CHAP. 
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CHAP. m. 

Sect. I. Tie Grecian Cities rf fonia implore ai4 qfik^ 
L(3Lced(tmoni<ins agqinjl Artmxerxes, Rare Pruaenct 
of. a Lady cantinutdin her Hufiand^s Government ^ 
ter his De^lh. AgeJUaus eUded King of Sparta. 
His Charader. 

D npHE cities of Ionia, tha^ had taken party with 
X Cyrus, apprehending the refentment of Tifla- 

[ihernes, had appked to the Lacedaemoniani, asthede. 
iverers of Greece, for their fupport in th« pofleilioa of 
the libjerty they enjoyed, and to prevent their couBtry 
from being ravaged. We have already faid that Thim* 
hron was lent thither, to whofe troops Xenopfaon bad 
joined his, after their return from Perfia. * Thirnbroti 
was foon recalled upon f^me difcontent, and bad for his 
fucceflbr Dercyllidas, furnamed Sifyphus, from his in- 
duilry in finding reibWces, and his capacity in invent^ 
iog machines of war. He took upon htm the command 
of the army at Ephefus. When he arrived there, he was 
s^pprized, that there was a diiflerence between the two 
flytraps, who commanded in the country* 

The provinces of the Perfiaa monarch)iei of which 
feveral, fituate at the extremity of the empire, required 
too much application to be governed immediately by 
the prince, were confided to the care of the great lords, 
cooHBonly called fatraps. They had each of tbe^ ia 
their government, an almoft fovereign authority, and 
were, properly fpeaking, not unlike the viceroys vm 
iee in our oays in fome neighboui^ing ftates. They were 
Supplied with a number ox troops fufficien^ for the d«. 
iftncc of the country* Tliey appointed all officers, dif* 
pQfed of the governments of cuics, and were charged 
vkh levying and remitting the tributes to the prince* 
They had power to mU troop^» to treat with neigh« 
bauringtllates^ and ev^n with the generals of the ener 
my ; ia a imrd, to do every thing neceftiry to tMe goo^, 

* Xdioph. Hift. Grace, t. iti. p. 479—487, 
«. A. lit. 3603. Aoltt J. C. 999* 
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order and tranquillity of their governments. Tliey 
were independent of one another; and though they 
fcrved the fame mafter, and it was their duty to .concur 
to the fame ends, neverthelefs each being more affeft- 
ed with the particular advantage of his own province, 
than the general good of the empire, they often differed 
among themfelves ; formed oppofite defigns, refufed 
aid to their colleagues in neceffity, and fometimes even 
a£led entirely agai nil them. . The remotenefs of the 
court, and the abfence ol the prince, gave room for 
thcfe dilTcnfions; and perhaps a "fecret- policy contri- 
buted to keep them up, to elude or prevent confpira- 
cies, which too good an underftanding amongft the go- 
vernors might have excited. 

Dercyllidas, having heard, therefore, that Tiffapher- 
nes and Pharnabafus were at variance, made a truce 
vith th« former, that he might not have them both up- 
on his hands at the fame time, entered Pharnabafus's 
province, .and advanced as far as iEolia. 
. Zenis, the Dardanian, had governed that province 
under the fatrap's authority; and as, after his death, it 
was to have.been given to another. Mania, his widow, 
went to Pharnabafus with troops and prefents, and told 
him, that hairing been the wife of a man who had ren- 
dered him great fervices, fhe defired him not to deprive 
her of her huiband's reward ; that Ihe would ferve him 
*with the fame zeal and fidelity ; and that, if ihe failed 
in either, he was always at liberty to take her govern- 
ment from her. She was continued in it by this means, 
and ac (fitted herfelf with all the judgment and ability 
that could have been expeSed from the moft confum- 
mate perfon in the arts of ruling. To the ordinary tri- 
butes which her buiband had paid, ihe added prefents 
of an extraordinary magnificence ; and when Pharna- 
bafus came into her province, ihe entertained him more 
l4)lendidfy than any of the other governors. She was 
not contented^ with the confervation of the cities com- 
mitted to her care, ihe made new conqueits, and took 
* LariiTa, Amixita, and Colona. 

* From the Lydians and Pliidiaaf . 

Hence 
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Hence we may obferve, that prudence, good fenfe, 
and courage, are of all fexes. She.was prefent in all ex« 
peditions in a chariot, and in perfon decreed rewards 
and punifhments. None of the neighbouring provinces 
had a finer army than hers, in which (he had a great 
number of Greek foldiers in her pay. She eve|i attend- 
ed Pliarnabafus in all his enterpnfes, and was of no 
common fupport to him. So that the fatrap, who knew 
all the value of fo extraordinary a merit, did more ho- 
nour to this lady, than to all the other governors. He 
even admitted her into his council, and treated her with 
fuch a diftinflion as might have excited jealoufy, if the 
modejly and affability of that lady had not prevented 
bad effefts, by throwing, ina manner, a veil over all 
her perfeftions, which fo£tened their luflre, and let 
them only appear to be the objefts of admiration. 

She had no enemies but in her own family. Midias, 
her fon-in-law, ftung with the reproach of fuffering a 
woman to command in his place, and ^bufing the entire 
confidence flie repofed in him, which gave him accefs 
to her at all times, ftrapgled her with her fon. After her 
death he feized two fortrefles, wherein (he had fecured 
her (reafures ; the other cities declared againft him. He 
did not long enjoy the fruitsof his crime. Dercyllidag 
happily arrived at this junfture. All the fortrefles of 
-^olia, either voluntarily or by force, furrendered to 
him, and Midias was deprived of the pofleffions he had 
fo unjuftly acquired. The Lacedaemonian general , 
having granted Pharhabafus a truce, took up his winter 
quarters in Bithynia, to avoid being chargeable to his 
allies. 

'^The next year, being continued in the command, 
he marched into Thrace, and arrived at the Cherfonefus. 
He knfew that the deputies of the country had been at 
Sparta, to reprefent the neccffity of fortifying the ifth- 
mus with a good wall againft the frequent incurfions of 
the Barbarians, which prevented the cultivation of the 
lands. Haying meafured the fpace, whichis more thaa 
a league in breadth, he diftnbutcd the work amongft 
• A. M. 3606. Ant. J« C. 398. Xenoph. p. 487, 488* 
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the fol^ien, Md th« Watt Wa»fini(%e^kf «be aimnU of 
«hc fame yea#. Wklimt&i^ fp«Mue \fete Hici0(«d eleven 
cities, feveral pom,aiiii a great n^mh^t et wt^\t lands 
and plamatkniB, \rfth paftnre of aK kinds. Th« work 
beii^finiihed, btreiartied into Afia, after iKrriAg re- 
viewed the cities afid fdwid thent aR in gi&ed eondkipn. 

p Cononi the Athenian; aftet loffinf the battle of 
iEgofopotamos, having condemned hifnfelf k/a volun- 
tary baniihtnent, continued in the iile of Cyprus with 
king £vagoras, not only for the fafety of his perfen,bttt 
in expectation of a change in affaiF^s tike one, fays 
Plutarch, who waits the return of the tide before he 
embarks. He had always in view the re-efiabiifhinent 
of the Athenian pbwet, to which his defeat had ^iven 
a mortal wound ; and full of fidelity affd zeal ^ his 
country, though little favourable to him, peFpemally 
meditated the means to raife it from ies ruins, and re- 
ftore it to its ancient fplendor^r 

This Athenian general, knowing the fucfiefe of his 
views, had occalion for a powerful fttpp^rt^ ^rote to 
Artaxerxen to explain his projeft to fafm, and ordered 
the perfon who carried his letteif, to apply himfelf to 
Ctefias, who would give it to the king. It was accord- 
ingly delivered to that phyfieian, ^ho, it is faid, though 
be oid not approve the c^¥^n¥s of it,- added td what 
Conon had wrote, «* That he d^fired the king would 
fetid Ctefias to him, being a perf<>n very capable of bis 
fervice, efpecially in markii&e affairs*" ^Pharnabafus, 
in €<yncert with Conot), W9ft$ g^ne to couft tocoitiplain 
agailift the condufi of Tiffaphefiies, $s too much in fa- 
vour of tne Lacedaemonians. Upon the warm inftances 
of PhamabaftiSj the king ordered JBve htildred talents * 
16 be paid him for the equipment of a fleet, wiih in- 
ftfuftJons to rive Conon the command of it. He feftt 
Ctefias info (>reece, who, after having tliked Cnidoi) 
Jiii n^ive country, went to Sparta. 

»!*lut. ia Arux. p. tosi. 
^ iMo^. 1, xhr. |i. s^7. jAftifi, 1. tr. e. u 
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»Tbi« Glefi«u» was if firft m the TerVice of Gyras, 
Whowhe htf d foUowed ifi hk e*p'e*fiatt. M« was taken 
prifooef in the b«»W whcWm Cjrriw- \^rart kiTfed, aitd 
Vas ttifid^ uft of to drefe the Wouwis Artraxcrxes had 
receivfed, of which hfe ad^uifled hirtifetf fo well, that th^ 
king retfeiifted him in his fervic^, And made hit* his firft 
phyficiaa. He pafled feveraV years in his fervice in 
that quality. Whilft he was there, the Greeks, upon 
all their occafions at the coart, applied themfelves to 
him, as Conon did on this. His long refidence in Per- 
fia, and at the court, hadgiten hirtl the n^edfftiry time 
and meani^ for his i9tf<>rmation in the hiftory of the 
couAtry, which be ifftt>tt in three-and-twenty books. 
The firft Go»tained the hiftory of the Affjrrians and Ba- 
bylonians, from N^nus tfnd Semiramis, m>wft to Cyrus. 
T h« other fev«hteen (frinifed of *hfe Perfran affairs, from 
the beginning of Cyrus's reigA fo the third year of the 
XCVth Olympiad, which' agtees whh the three hun- 
dred and nin€ty.(Jighth before PESUS CHRIST.. He 
wrote atfb a-hiftory of Ini/ii. Fhotiiw had given us fe- 
ytn\ e*tra6te of both th«f« hiftorii^, which are all that 
i^main of Cfic^as. He often contradifts Herodotus, 
and difl^Fj; fensftiiKeS ai'fq fronr Xeilopfbn. Vie wait 
^*. ^^ e^^^ eftittiatrofi with ♦'Rte'afti^if^t^, who fpeafe of 
him as o£ a- v^ry vain ttian, whofe vei««r«y is not to bfe 
relied on^ sMd'who has inferfed faMes, ^d' fontetimes 
€ven liesi in hi« hift6>ry. 

' Tiffapberne^ and Phattiaba Ais, though fecretly each 
«Ws en^raitfl, hjul, upon the king's drders, united 
Afeif troop« to op^ofe the ^imerprifes of Dercyllidajr, 
who had idareh^d imo Oaria. They had reduced him 
to poft himJelf fo difadtantageonfly, that hemoft inc« 
^tiibly have peri&ed, had the/ eha^g^^d him immedi- 
•ely, wkhoul giving hira time to Took about him. 
iWnaktfB^ wai of thiiophnioh : but TiiTaphernes ap« 
pehendfed tbt imloardf the Greek^j who had been o( 

*Strab.l.xiv.p. $56. Plut. in Arta^p, 101 4—-1 01 7-^1020, Piod« 
LxIt. p.ft7|, AfiAol.acUiftrViim.Lvm. eta. Phoi.CodkkU. 

Koi, t xiY. p. i6;. 
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Cyf U8*8 army, which he had experienced, and to wliom 
he conceived all others refembled, propofed an inter- 
view, which was accepted. Dercyllidas having de- 
manded that the Grecian cities fhould continue free, 
and TifTapherneSy that the army and generals ot Lace- 
d-jcmon mould retire, they made a truce, till the au- 
I'wers of their refpeftive matters could be known. 

* Whilft thefe things paffed in Afia, the' Lacedaemo- 
nians refolved to chaftife the infolence of the people of 
Elis, who, not content with having entered into an al- 
liance with their enemies in- the Peloponnefian war, 
prevented their difputing the prizes in the Olympic 
games. Upon pretence of the non-payment ot a fine 
by Sparta, they had infulted their citizens during the 
games, and hindered Agis from facrificing in the tem- 
ple of Jupiter Olympius. That king was charged with 
this expedition, which did not terminate till the third 
year after* He could have taken their city Olyrapia, 
which had no works, but contented himfelt with plun- 
dering thp fuburbs, and the places for the exercifes, 
which were very fine. They demanded peace, which 
was granted, and wer« fuffered to retain the fuperin- 
lendency of the teniple of Jupiter Olympius, to which 
they had not much right, . but were more worthy of 
that honour than thofe that difputed it with them. 

"Agis in his return fell fick, and died upon arriving 
at Sparta. Almoft divine honours were paid to his me- 
mory, and after the expiration of foraedays, according 
to the cuftom, Leotycliides and Agefilaus, the one fon 
and the other brother of the deceafed, difputed the 
crown. The latter maintained, that his competitor was 
not the fon of Agis, and fupported his aflertion by the 
confcihon of the queen herlelf, who knew heft, and wlio 
had often, as well as her hulband,. acknowledged as 
much. In effeft, there was a current' report, that me had 
him by. Alcibiades'', as has been related in its place; 
and that the Athenian general had corrupted her by a 

* Xcnoph. Hift* Grace. 1. iii. p. 486, 493. Diod. 1. xiv. p. sga. 
y " Xeaopb. p. 493. Plot, in Lyf. p. 445. In Agefil. p. £97. 

* Athcn- 1, xit, p. 534« 
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prefent of a thoufand*daricks. Agis plrotelled the 
contrary at his death. Leotychides having thrown 
bimfelf at his feet, all bathed in tears, he could not 
refufe the grace he implored of him, and owned him 
for his fon before all tliat were prefent. 

Mod of the Spartans, charmed with the vtrtue and 
great merit of Agefilaus, and deeming it an extraordi- 
nary advantage to have a per fon for their king who had 
been educated amongfl them, and pafled Tike them 
through all the rigour of the Spartan education, fup^ 
ported him with their whole power. An ancient ora* 
cle, that advifed Sparta to beware of a lame reiffn^ was 
urged againft him^ Lyfander only made a jeft of it^ 
and turned its fenfe againft Leotychides himfelf ; en- 
deavouring to prove, that, as a baftard, he was the lame 
king the oracle intended to caution them againft. Age- 
(iiaus, as well by his own great qualities as the power- 
ful fupport of Lyfander, carried it againft his nephew, 
and was declared king. 

As by the laws the kingdom had devolved to Agis, his 
brother Agefilaus, who feemed tabe deftined to p^fs his 
life as a private perfon, was educated like other childrea 
in the Spartan difcipline, which nva* a very rough man- 
ner of life, and full of laborious exercife, but t taught 
youth obedience perfeftly well. The law difpenfed 
with this education only to fuch children, as were de** 
figned for the throne. Agefilaus therefore had this in 
peculiar, that he did not arrive at commanding, till hi^ 
had firft learned perfeftly well how to obey. Froia 
thence it was, that of all the kings of Sparta he beft 
knew how to make his fubjefts love and efteem him ;}:< 
becaufe that prince, to the great qualities with which 
nature had endowed him for commanding and the fo- 

♦ looo piftoles. 

f Hence it was, that the poet Si monidcs called Sparta, iUutmrqf 
iRfR) ^/xMo-t/M^^rroy, as that of the Grecian cities, which rendered its in* 
habitants by good habits the moil adiveand, vigorons, and aC the fame 
time the mod obedient to the laws, of all mankind, w; /xaXi$-tt iM 7u/y 

' L5 vereignty 
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verei^nty, had united hy hi« education tKe ftdvMiM|^ 
of being hum^nt and popblar. 

It is forpriliftg thai Sparta, a cit;f fa renowned in 
poinc of education and policy, Aould conceive it proper 
to abate any thilig of its feverity and difcipline in favour 
of the princes who were to reign ; they having moft 
need ot beinr early habituated to the yoke of obediencei 
lA order t^ fheir being better qualified to command. 

■ Plutarch obferres, that from his infancy Agefibui 
waif reifiarkable for uniting qualifies in himfei^ which 
«re 'generally incompatible ; a vivacity of fpirit, a vc* 
keitimce, an invincible reiolutton in appearance, ail 
ardent paflion for being firft and furpafling all others, 
with a genilenefo, fubmiiTion, and docility, that' com* 
plied at a (ingle word, and made him infinitely fenfi- 
ble of the lighteft reprimand, fo that every thing might 
be obtained of him from the motives of honour, but 
nothing by fear or violence. 

He was lame, but that defeft was covered by the 
gracefttJneffl of his pcrfon, and ftill* more by the gaiety 
with which he fupported and rallied it firft himfcll. 
h. may even be faid, that the infirmity of his body ftt 
bis valour and paffidii for glory in a ftronger light ; 
there being no labour nor enterprife, however difficolt, 
that he would refufe upon account of that inconveni* 
cnee. 

t Praife, without an air of truth and fincerity, was 
(o far from giving him pleafure, that it offended hinit 
and was never received by him as fuch, but when it 
came from the mouths of tnofe, who upon other occa- 
fions htti reprefented hii^ failings to him with freedoni. 
He would never fuffer during nis fife that bis pifiure 
(hould be dittwti, and even in dying, c^pTc£t\y forbad 
any image to be made of him> either in colours or re* 
lie vo» * xiia rcs^on was that hit great aAioni, if be had 
done any, would fopply the place of monuments; 
without which all the ftaiucs in the world would do 
bim no manner of honour. We only know» thai be 

« Ski A|efit p. i^€. f TJ^, in Mora), p. 55. 

" ll»i4. p. i9»« 
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ml of fmall ftatur^, whtch the Spartans did not aflPeft 
ia their kings;- and Theopbraftus affirms, that the 
£j>hon laid a fine upon theii* king Archidamus, the 
father of him we fpeak of, for having efpoufcd a very 
little wo£»an : •* ♦For," faid they, *• flic will give us 
poppets inftead of kings/' 

•It has beeh remarked, that Agcfilaus, in his way of 
living with the Spartans, behaved better with regard 
to bis enemies than his friends ; for he never did the 
Icaft wrong to the former, and often violated juftlce 
in favour of the latter. He would have been aftiamed 
not to have honoured and rewarded his enemies, when 
their a3ions defervcd k^ and was not able to reprove 
bis friends when they committed fauhs. He would 
even fupport them when they were rn the wrong **, 
and upon fach occafions looked upon the zeal for juf- 
tice as a vain pretence to cover the refufal of fervingf 
them. And in proof of this, a fhort letter is cited, 
written by hini to a jbdge in recommendation of a 
friend; the words are: *• If Nicias be hot guilty, ac» 
quit him for his innocence; if he be, acquit him for 
my fake ; hnt however it be, accjwit him.*' 

It is undferftanding the rights artdprivileges of friend- 
fcip very ill, to be capable of renclering it in this man- 
Her the accomplice of crimei, and the proteftrefs of 
bad aftttms. It is the fun<Iam^tal law of friendfhip, 
foy» Gicero, never to afk of, or grant any thing to, 
friends, that does not confift with juftice and honour: 
•fl«c prima lex in amicitiafanciatur^ ut neque rogemus 
res turpes^ ntcfaciamus rogati. 

AgeBlatrs was fo delrcate in this point, at leal^in the 
b^tnning, and omitted- no oceafion of gratifying his 
friefkfs, and eVen his c^nemies. By this officious and 
^tgiivg condttft, fupported by his extraordinary me- 
rk, he a'cqiiired great credit, and alnsoft abfolute power 
in the city, which ran fo hrgh as^ to render him fuf- 
pefted by hi^ country. The Ephori, to prevent its 
efieils, and give a check to his ambition, laid a fine 

♦Plut. in Agefil. p. 59!. ^ Ibid. p. 603. « De axnicit. n. 40. 

upon 
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Upon him ; alleging as their fole reafon*, that he at- 
tached the hearts of the citizens to himfelf alone, which 
were the right of the republic, and ought not to be 
pod'efTed but in common. 

When he was declared king, he was put into poffef- 
fion of the whole eftate of his brother Agis, of which 
Leotychidcs was deprived as a bailard. But feeing 
the relations of that prince, on the fide of his mother 
Lampito, were all very poor, he divided the whole in- 
heritance with them, and by that aft of generofitv ac- 
quired great reputation, and the good will 6f all the 
world, inJlead of the envy and hatred he might have 
drawn upon himfelf by the inheritance. Thefe fort 
of facrifices are glorious, though rare, and can never 
be fufficiently efteemed. 

Never was king of Sparta fo powerful as Agefilaus, 
^nd it was only, ac Xenophon fays, by obeying bis 
country, in every thing, that he acquired fo great 9Q 
authority ; which feems a kind of paradox, thus ex- 
plained by Plutarch* The greateft power was veiled 
at that time in the Ephori and fenate. The office of 
the Ephori fubfifled only one year; they were infti- 
tuted to limit the too great power of the kings, and to 
ferve as a barrier againfl it, as we have obferved elfc- 
where. For this reafon, the Jcings of Sparta, from their 
eftablifhment had always retained a kind of hereditary 
averfion for them, and continually oppofed their fliea- 
fures. Agefilaus took a quite contrary method.^ In- 
Head oT being perpetually at war with them, and claA- 
ing upon all occafions with their mcafures, he made it 
his bufincfs to cultivate their good opinion, treated 
them always with the utmofl de^rence and regard, ne- 
ver entered upon the leaft enterprife without having 
firii communicated it to them, and upon their fummons 
quitted every tkin^, and repaired to the fenate with the 
utmoil proraptituoc and refignation : whenever he fat 
upon his throne to adminiftcr juflice, if the Ephori en- 
tered, he never failed tp rife up to do them honour. B/ 
all thefe inflances of refpe£l, he feemed to add new dig- 
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nity to their office, whilft in reality he augmented his 
own power, without its being obferved, and added t6 
the fovereignty a grandeur the more folid and perma*. 
nent, as it was the effefl of the people's good will and 
adeem for him. The greateft oi the Roman emperors, 
as Auguftus, Trajan, and Marcus Antoninus, were con* 
vinced, that the utmoft a prince could do, to honour 
and exalt the principal magiftrates, was only adding 
to his own power, and ftrengthening his authority, 
which neither ihould, nor can be founded in any thing 
but juflice. 

Such was Agefilaus, of whom much will be faid 
hereafter, and with whofe character it was therefore 
aecefTary to begin* 

Sect. II. AgefilausfetsoutforAfia. Lyfandtr fulls 
out with kim, and returns to Sparta. Bis ambitious 
Defigns to alter the SucceJJion to the Throne. 

^ A GESILAUS had fcarce afcended the throne 
JLJL when accounts caiiie from Afia, that the king 
of Perfia was fitting out a great fleet, with intent to 
deprive the Lacedaemonians of their empire at fea. 
Conon's letters, feconded by the remonfirances of 
Pharnabafus, who had in concert reprefented to Ar- 
taxerxes the power of Sparta, as formidable, had made 
a ftron^ imjpreflion upon that prince. From that time 
he had it ferioufly in his thoughts to humble that proud 
republic, by raiung up its rival, and by that means re- 
eicabliihingihe ancient balance between them, which 
could alone aflure bis fafety, by keeping them perpe* 
tually employed againft each other, and thereby pre* 
vented from uniting their forces againft him* 

Lyfander, who defired to be fent into Afia, in order 
to re*eftabliih his creatures and friends in the govern- 
ment of the cities, from which Sparta had removed 
them, ftrongly difpofcd Agefilaus to take upon himfelf 
the charge ot the war, .and to prevent the Barbarian 

'A.M. 3608. Ant. J. C. 396. Xcnoph. Hift. Grace. 1. iii. p. 495, 
49^« Il>id.deAs«fi].p,^58. flut.iaAgettl,p.598|&iiiiyf9nd.p.446« 
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king, bjr madkmg him moKibe tram Greece, befambe 
Aoiild have fimflted his preparatioii^* The lepidflic 
hmng made tirii protia£il to him, he could nol r^fafe 
il» ztd chafgcdlnindra whh the expedition agasill Ar- 
taseraety npcm (Audition that thirty Spartan captains 
fiumhi be ^mttod him, to affift him and eompofe his 
coimcil,. with two tfaoafand new citizens to be cfaofen 
out of ^e hehits who had been latteljF made bttrtfo^ 
smdiiic thciii£ind trocm of the aUiei, whicb was iflr* 
mediately lefblved. Lyiaiider wai plaoed at tb^ hesd 
oi the thirty Spartans, not only upon account ai kffi 
great ffepa«atidn« «id the amhority he had zcMati, 
bot for the particviar irieiidfl»p bettfecn Inm and Age- 
fiiaus, who was indebted to him for the thrame, aaweU 
as the honour which had been lately conferred upon 
him of being ele£ked generaliffimo. 

The glorious return of the Greeks who had followed 
Cyrus, and whom the whole power of Perfia waff not 
able to prevent from retreating into their own country, 
bad infpifcd all Greece with a wonder f el coi^d^nee it 
their forces, and a fupreme contempt for the Barbari»s* 
In thia difpofitioa of the people^ the LacedjranottiaM 
conceived k would repi oachthem,ter negleft fo favour- 
able a cosjnnfiiire for delsverzii§ the Gfeeks id Ai^ 
fr^m their fubje&iosi to tfaofe Bsypbazsams, and for pi^ 
UMkg an eoil to theoutsages and vieftences ^ih-wcb 
they were contimndfyoppreffing'them. Thet bad al- 
ready attempted this by. their generate Thim^roii ^^ 
Dercyllidas ; but all their endeavonMU having faitbei^ 
pMved ineffe^al, diey^ liitTftA the cittidttSi of ^ 
wttrto the oare ef Age fiuaiis:. He pramifecibdiemeftk«r 
^ conehtdb aigiorioos peace with the FevfittSi or to 
employ them fe effeCloally^asftouid leane them iieidH^' 
kikire nmr ioelinataoii to cany the war inio Ctcece. 
Ifar kin^f bad great views, and tfaou^ of nc^faieg I^^ 
than attaokzi^g Avtaxecie» in F^fiai uMi . 

Wbesf he andved ae Spbefns, Ti&plMrMs (tttt <<> 
demand whotraafane bad.indsce^bis^ coming ivM A^i 
and why he had taken unarms. He lepiied, that he 
eame lo aidti^ Gxeeka WM iababiteii tktt«e» aMto r^ 

2 eij^blift 
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«ftabiHh Amm in tlieir Mciem lih^nfi •The bttn^ 
\rho \ras not yet prepftred, prsfened ait to force, and 
tHiitti hint t^M his mafter would givtt febo Gd^^ah 6i« 
ties of Afia their liberty, ptvmded he cottimtttcd m 
kts of hoflility tiU the return of the couriers. Agefilaus 
^greedi and the tmce was fworn oti kmh fides. Tifia* 
phtirnes, who. laid no great ftrefs upon an oath, took the 
a<ivantage of this delay to ailemble troc^s on ali. fides. 
The LacedaeiTfofiian genera) was apprized of it, but 
hewevor kept his word; being convinced, that in afc 
fairs of ftate^ the bre«oh of faith can have but a very 
fiiort and precarious fuccefs ; whereas a reptxtatian ef^ 
tabKiked upon inviolable fidelily in tbe obfervance of 
engagenlems, wbick the perfidy trfclf of other conttaS4 
ing parties has not power to aker, will eftabliih a ere* 
dit and confidence, e^uMy nfeful and glorious. In 
effe8:, Xenophon remarks, that this retigtous obferva« 
tion of treaties gained him the nniverial efteem and 
opinion of the cities; whiift the different condud of 
Tiffaphcrnes entirely loft him their faVoor. 

' Agefilaus made ufe of this interval in ac(|uirtng an 
exa£l knowledge of the ilateof the cities, and m making 
fuitable regulations. He found great diforder every 
where, their government being neither democrarical, 
as under the Athenians, nor ariiRocratical, as Lyfamder 
had eftablifhed it. *The people of the country had? no 
communication wkh Agefilaus, nor had ever known 
him ; for which reafion they mado no court to bim^, 
conceiving, that he had the title of general for form 
fcike only, and thai the whole power was reajiy vefted 
in Lyfander. As no govertiof had ever done U) miichi 
good to hia friends, or hurt to his enemtes, it it not 
wonderful that he was fo much beloved by she one and 
feared by the other. All there&we were eager to pa^ 
their homage to hifti, were every day in crowds att iM 
door, and made his train i^ry numerotts wheii he went 
abroad; whtlft Agefilaus remained alitvoft alone. Such 
a condu£l could not fail of offending a> general and kin^gy 

•4Kenopli» p. 49^, & 65t. ' A .^f. 3609. Ant. J. C. 3^. 

'cjeiiit.iii Agefit. p. 599^ 600. Ill tyfond* p. 446, 447. 
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extremely fenfible and delicate in what regarded his au- 
thority ; though othcrwife not jealous of any one's me- 
rit, but on the contrary, much inclined to diftinguifii it 
with his favour. He aid not diflemble his difguil. He 
paid no regard to Lyiander's recommendation, and 
ccafed to employ him himfelf. Lyfander prefently per- 
ceived this alteration in regard to him. He difcontinued 
his applications for his friends to the king, defiredthem 
not to vifit him any more, nor attach themfelves to him, 
but to addrcfs themfelves direftly to the king, and to 
cultivate the favour of thofe, who in the prefent times 
liad power to ferve and advance their creatures. The 
greateft part of them gave over importuning him with 
their affairs, but did not ceafe to pay their court to him. 
On the contrary, they were only more afliduous than 
ever about his perfon, attended him in throngs when he 
took the air abroad, and regularly aflifted at all his ex- 
ercifes. Lyfander, naturally vain, and long accuftomed 
to the homage and fubmiuion that attended abfolute 
power, did not take fufficient care to remove the bufv 
crowd from his perfon, that continually made their aa- 
dreifes to him with more application than ever. 

This ridiculous affectation of authority and grandeur 
grew ftill more and more offenfive to Agefilaus, a/iJ 
feemed as if intended to infult him. He refented it f^ 
highly, that having given the moft'confiderable com- 
mands and beft governments to private officers, he ap- 
pointed Lyfander commiffary oi the ftores, and diilri- 
buter of provifions ; and afterwards to infult and de- 
ride the lonians, he told them, ** that they might now 
go and confult his mailer butcher." 

Lyfander thought it then incumbent upon him to 
fpeak and to come to an explanation with himt Their 
converfation was brief and laconic. " Certainly, my 
lord/' faid Lyfander, '• you very well know how tode* 
prefs your friends." "Yes, when they would fet them- 
felves above me ; but when they are fiudious of my 
dignity, I know alfo how to let them fhare in it." •* But 
perhaps, my lord," replied.Lyfander, •• I have been in« 
jured by falfe reports, and things I never did have been 

imputed 
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imputed to me. I muft beg therefore, if it be only upon 
account of the ftrangers, who have all of thcin their 
eyes upon us, that you would give me an employment 
in your army, wherein you fliall think me leaft capable 
of Qifpleafing, and moll of ferving you cffeftually.'* 

The effedl of this converfation was the lieutehantcy 
of the Hellefpont, which Agefilaus gave him. In this 
employment he retained all his refentment, without 
however negleSing any part of his duty, or of what 
conduced to the fucceis of affairs. Some fmall time 
aker he returned to Sparta without any marks of honour 
and diftin&ion, extremely incenfed agaiuft Agefilaus, 
and with the hope of making him pcrfefcUy fenfible of it. 

It mull be allowed that Lyfaiider's conduct , as we 
tave here reprefented it, denotes a vanity and narrow- 
nefs of mina on his fide, much unworthy of his reputa- 
tion. Perhaps Agefilaus carried too far hi^ fenfibility 
and delicacy in point of honour, and that he was a little 
too fevere upon a friend and benefa6tor, whom fecret 
animadverfions, attended with opennefs of heart an^ 
expreffions of kindnefs, might have reclaimed to his 
duty. But as fhining as Lyfander's merit, and as con- 
fiderable as the fervices he had rendered Agefilaus 
tnight be, they could not all of them give him aright, 
not only to an ecjuality with his king and general, but 
^0 the fuperiority he affeCled, which in fome meafure 
tended to making the other infignificant. He ought 
to have remembered, that it is never allowable for an 
inferior to forget hirnfelf, and to exceed the bounds 
of jlift fubordination. ] \ 

^ Upon his return to Sparta he had it ferioufly ih Bis 
thoughts to execute a projeQ, which he had many years 
revolved in his mind. At Sparta there were only two 
families, or rather branches oi the pofterity of Hercules, 
who had a right to the tl^rone. When Lyfander had 
attained to that high degree of power which his great 
aftioiis had acquired him, he began to fee with pain a 
city, whofe glory had been fo much augmented by his 
exploits, under the government of princes, to whom he 
'^ Pltttt inXy&nil. p. 4471 448. Diod. 1. xiv, p. 144, 245. 
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gav© plaee'Rekher in vateur nor biitb; for teiefoeii 
cd> as wcU as themfei ves, from Hercttles. He thei efoft 
feught meant ta deprive thofe two houfes ©f thepfelt 
fitcceificm ta the crown, and ta extend tkat right t<^ all 
the other branches of the Herac}ides,afid cv^ftn, awc^#d- 
ing to (bme, to all the natives of Sparta ; llatt^fririfg kim- 
ielf, that if his deffgn took efTeS, no S^p^att^aA 6ould k 
eapable of difpoting that honour with himv a»<i that 
he 0)ould have the preference to all others- 

This ambitious projeft of Lyfander flio^R, thai the 
greateil captains are often thofe frolA't^honl ^fet)UbIi<: 
has moft to apprehend. Thofe haDghty Vdii^tHi fpiriw, 
accuftomed to. abfolute power in armies, briAg back 
with vitlory a daring louinefs of inind> always «o be 
dreaded in a free ftate. Sparta, in giving Lyfiafldeirw- 
limited power, and leaving it .for io tottny r««r» ift h» 
hands, did not fufficientlv confider,that nothitf^ isioo^ 
dangerous than to confiae to perfons of ftrpef l#T merit 
and abilities-, employments of lupreme autbo^fcy^itlfich 
naturally expofes tnem to thetempution of ftnistwfi 
therofclves independent, and abfolute ttiiftersf of po«w» 
Lyfander was not proof againft it, and prad^i&d fecro* 
ly to open himfelf a way to the throne. 

The undertaking was bold, and requii^ed- long JftB* 
parations. He thought it impotfible to Aiccedl Wkk- 
•out Brft making ufe of the Sear of the divimcy, andl^ 
terrors of fuperiiition^ to affia^e and fotd«ie the' cili^em 
•iBto a more eafy difpofition to receive what he vaii*^ 
M& kavie them undcrftand ; for he kjiew that at Spitl, 
as well as throughout all Greece^ Aching «f the teaK 
ittportsnce was determiffed, whhouc the oraeieVbein; 
fceviou&y codfulted. He tempted with fi%M ptefefi^ 
the prioAf and pdeftefles of JQtetM^ Dockna, stfl 
Aamott^ dKKtgh incSeStudly at that Mur; d^k tte 
latter even fent ambafladors to Sp«#t%' M tioeitfe bifi 
mt impiety and faerilege; but he (^yOfk^MAlmm 
iM»R that bad a&ir by hi» ci«dil icidi«Mref». 

kw»tieccffarYto^£teoth«y€Agilie($al*wi)iril^ A^- 
■kas» ia the kiMdom of fotktwSi 9tbfmit9g^ ihal Ihr^^ 
witfa^ ohm by. Apoik>,. haidhmi J^diMa^ lamtytzu 

before 
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tefore of a fan, to whafft the nimt of SilcnuS, vas 
pyen, and the great^ft pcJrfons of that nation had dif- 
'puted the honour o£~nurfing and educating him. Ljr- 
faoder, taking this wonderous birth for the commence- 
ment, and in a manner the foundation of the piece he 
meditated, fupplied the reft himfelf, by employing a 
good number of perfons, andthofe not inconfiderabl^, 
to difperfe, by way of prologue to the perforrtxance, 
themiraculous birth of this infant; whereby, noaffeft- 
alion appearing in them, people were difpofed to be- 
lieve it. This being done, they brought certain dif. 
Courfes from Delphos to Spaha, whicn were induftri- 
oufly fpread abroad every where, that the prieflts of the 
temple had in their cuft^dy fome books of very ancient 
oracles, which they kept concealed from all the world, 
and of which it was not permitted, either for them or 
any other -per fons what foe ver, to have any knowledge; 
and thai only a fon of Apollo, who was to come in 
procefs of time, after havmg given undoubted proofs 
of his birth to thofe who had the books in their keep- 
ing, was to take and carry them away. 

AH this being well premtfed, Silenus was to prefent 
faimfelf to the priefts, and demand thofe oracles as the 
fon of Apollo ; and the priefts, who were in the fecret, as 
aftors well prepared ahd fully inftru6led in their parti, 
^ete on their fide to make the moft exaft and cif cum- 
fiantial enquiry into every thing, not without affefting 
g^eat difficulty, and aiking endlefs queflions for the full 
proof of his birth. At length, as abfolutely convinced^ 
<hat this Silenus was the real fon of ApoHd, they were 
to produce the books, and deliver them to him ; aftef 
^^i^h, this fon of Apollo was to read the prophecies 
^^«tained in them, in the prefence of all the world; and 
particularly that for which the whoJe contrivance had 
teen cooked up. The fenfc of this was, •* That it wai 
s^ore expedient and advantageous for the Spartans to 
«l€ft no kin| for the future but the moft worthy of their 
*^itiaens." Lyfander in confequence was to rdatxnt lllfe 
^ibunal, to harangtut the citizens, aadindttce liittt to 
^^e this alteration* CleoA ill H^iiauraaffBi, »-ci^- 

brated 
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brated rhetorician, had compofed a very eloquent tlif- 
courfe for him upon this fubjeft, which he had got by 
heart. 

Silenus grew up, and repaired to Greece In order to 
play his part, when Lyfander had the mortification to 
iVe his piece mifcarryjby the timidity and defertionof 
one of his principal aftors, who broke his word, and 
(lifappearcd at the very inftant it was to have been per- 
lormed. Though this intrigue had beeji carried on a 
great- while, it was tranlafted withfo much fecrecy to 
the time it was to have made its appearance, that no- 
thing of it was known during the life of Lyfander. 
How it came to light after his death we Ihall foon re- 
late, but muft at prefent return to Tiffaphernes. 

Sect. III. Expeditions of Agefilaus iri Afia. Dijgrau 
and Death ojTiJfaphtrius. Sparta giv^f Agefilaus 
the command of its Armies by Sea and Land. He 
deputes Pifander to command the fleet. Interview 
of Agefilaus and Pharnabafus. 

* \yf THEN Tiffaphernes had received the troops 
V V affigned him by the king, and drawn together 
all his forces, he fent to command Agefilaus to retire 
out of Afia, and declared war againft him in cafe of re- 
fufal. His officers were all alarmed, not believing him 
in a condition to oppofe the great army of the Perfian 
king. For himfelf, he heard Tiffaphernes's heralds with 
a gay and eafy countenance, and bade them teli their 
mailer, that he was under a very great obligation to him 
for having made the gods^ by his perjury^ the enemies of 
Perfia and tkefnends of Greece. He promifed himfelf 
great things from this expedition, and would have 
thought it an exceeding difgrace for him, that ten thou- 
fand Greeks, under the command of Xenophon, Ihould 
have paffed through the heart of Afia to the Grecian 
Sea, and beat the king of Perfia as often as he appeared 
againft them; and that he, whe commanded the Lace- 

* » Xenoph. Hi(V. Gr«c. I. iii. p, 497—502, Idem, dc AgcfiUp.6ji 
^656. i'lut. in A^efil. p. 6o.o, 
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daemonians, whofe empire extended all over Greece by 
iea and land, fhould not execute fome exploit worthy 
of glory and remembrance. 

At firft, therefore, to revenge the perfidy of Tifla- 
phernes by a juft and allowable deceit, he made a feint 
of marching his army into Caria, the refidence of that 
fatrap ; and as foon as the Barbarian had caufed his 
troops to march that way, he turned fliort and fell upon 
Phrygia, where he took many towns, and amaifed im- 
menfe treafures, which he diftributed amongft the 
cers and foldiers : letting his friends fee, fays Plutarch, 
that to break a treaty, and violate an oath, is to defpife 
the gods themfelves ; and that, on the contrary, to de- 
ceive an enemy by the ftratagems of war, is not only 
juft and glorious, but afenfible delight, attended with 
the great eil advantages. ^ 

The fpring being come, he aflembled all his forces at 
Ephefus; and to exercife his foldiers, he propofed 
prizes both for the horfe and foot. This fmall induce- 
ment fet every thing in motion. The place for exer- 
cifes was perpetually full of all kinds of troops, and 
the city of Ephefus feemed only a palaeftra, arid a fchopl 
of war. The whole market-place was filled with horfes 
and arms, aod the fhops with different kinds of military 
equipage. Agefilaus was feen returning from the ex- 
erciles, followed by a crowd of officers and foldiers, all 
of them crowned with wreaths, which they were going 
to depofit in the temple of Diana, to the great admir- 
ation and delight of all the world. For, fays Xeno- 
phon, where piety and difcipline are feen to flourifli, 
the beft hopes muft be conceived. 

To give his foldiers new valour from the contempt of • 
their enemies, he made ufe of this contrivance. He or- 
dered the commiffaries, who had charge of the booty, 
i to ftrip the prifoners and expofe them to fale. There 
were abundance of Jpuyers for their habits; but for 
themfelves, their bodies were fo foft, white, ai^d deli- 
cate, having been nurtured and brought up in the 
ihade, that they laughed at them, as of neither fervice 
nor value. Agefilaus took this occafion to approach 

and 
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and/ay to hit foldiers, pointing tb the men, '^ Tee there 
againft whom you fight;*' and ihovring them their rich 
fpoilsy " and there tor what you fight." 

When the feafon For taking the field returned, Agefi. 
taus gave out that he would march into Lydia. TiiTa. 
phernes, who had not forgot the firft ftratagem he had 
ufed in regard to him, and was not willing to be deceiv- 
ed a fecond time, made his troops march direSly for 
Caria; not douhtirig, but at this time, Agefilaus would 
iurn his arms that way; the rather, becaufe it was na- 
tural for him, as he wanted cavalry, to endeavour to 
make a rough and difficult country the feat of a6lion, 
which might render the horfe of an enemy ufelefs and 
unfcrviceable. But he deceived himfelf: Agefilaus en- 
tered Lydia and approached Sardis. Tiflaphernes baf- 
tened thither with his horfe, with intent to relieve the 
place. Agefi laus knowing that his infantry had not had 
time to arrive, thought proper to take the advantage of 
fo favourable an opportunity to give him battle, before 
he had reaffembled all his troops. He drew up his anny 
in two lines ; the firft he formed of his fquadrons, whofe 
intervals he &lled up with platoons of the light-armed 
foot, and ordered them to begin the charge, whilft be 
followed with the fecond line, compofed of bis heavy- 
summed infantry. Tlie Barbarians did not fuftain tbe 
firft ffaock, but took to their heels immediately. The 
Greeks purfued them, and forced their camp, where 
they made a great daughter, and aftill greater booty. 

* After this battle the troops of Agefilaus were at en- 
tire liberty to plunder and ravage the whole country of 
the Perfians, and at the fame time had the fatisfaaion 
'tjo fee that prince infii£l an exemplary puniftment 
upon Tiflaphernes, who was a very wickeo mant ^^^ 
thfi moil dangerous enemy of the Greeks. ^ The king 
kail already received abundance oi complaints afainft 
has condua^ Upon this oecafion he was accu ted of 
treafon, •»$ not having done his duty in the battle. 
Queen -faryfatis, always a^uated by her hatred and 

^ Xenoph. p. 501, & 657. PIt|t. in Artax. p. iQfit. {c.in AgdU. 
P' 6ot* ' 0ioii. 1. xiv. p. 1^9. Polyaen. Ctraugi 1. viu 
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reVQag€ agaioft thofe who had any ihare in the death 
of her fon Cyrus* did not a littiecontribute to the death 
of TifikphertLeSy b^ aggravating with all her power the 
charges againft him; tiur (he bad been entirely refiored 
to fiivour by the king her fon. 

As TiiTaphemes had a great authority in Afia, the 
king w^s afraid to attack him openly, but thought it ne« 
ceflary to take fuitable precautions in feizing fo power* 
ful an officer, who might have proved a dangerous 
enemy. He charged Titfarauft^ with that impartant 
comnaiiBoB, and gave him two lett^s at the fame time. 
The fir^ was £or TiiTaphemes, and contained the king'i 
orders in regard to the war with the Greeks, with full 
power to a£l as was requifite. The fecond w^is addrefT* 
cd to ArisBu^, gov^ernor of Larifla; by which the king 
conunanded him to aflift TithrauAes with his council, 
^d all his forces, in feizing Tiflaphernes. He loft no 
toe, and fent to defire Tifiapfaernes would come to 
l^im, that tiiey might confer together upon the opera- 
tions ol the Aafuing campaign. Tiflaphef nes, \^ho fuf* 
pefled notliing, went to him with only a guard of three 
liundced men. Whilft he was in a bath, wkhaut fabre 
or other asms, he was feized, and put into t4\e hands of 
Tithrauftes, who caufed bis head to be ftruck ofF^ and 
fcm it immed^tely to Perfia. The king gave it to Pa- 
O^atis ; an agreeable prefent to a princefs of her violent 
^d vindi&iica temper. Though this condu£l of Ar- 
^^xerxes feems little woi^hyof aking, nobody lament* 
ed the death of that^fatrap, who bad no veneration for 
^ gods, nor any regard for men; who looked upon 
pretty and honour as empty names; who made a jeft 
of the moft facred oaths, and believed the whote ahi- 
^y and policy of a ilatefman conlifted in knowing 
how 4^ deceive others by hypocrify, fraud, perfidy, 
^perjurv. 

Tithrau^es h^ a third writing from the king« where* 
by he was appointed to command the armies in the 
^^^m of Tiifaphernes. ~ After' having executed his 
^<>auiiifEoQ, be fent grtal prefents to Agifiiaus, to in* 

* Xeiioph.Uift« Qtmc» 1. nu p« £0i* Plut. io Agefil. p. 6ot. 

duce 


tg^ HISTORY OF THE 

ducc him to enter more readily into his views and in- 
tercfW; and ordered him to be told, that the caufe of the 
war being removed, and the author of all differences 
put to death, nothing oppofed an accommodation ; that 
the king of Peifia confented, that the cities of Afia 
(hould enjoy their liberty, paying-him the cuftomary 
tribute, provided he would withdraw his troops, and 
return into .Greece. Agefilaus replied, that he could 
conclude nothing without the orders of Sparta, upon 
whom alone depended the peace ; that as for him, he 
was better pleafed with enriching bis foldiers than him- 
felf ; that the Greeks befides thought it more glorious 
and honourable to take fpoils from their enemies, than 
to accept their prefents. However, as he was not un- 
willing to give Tithrauftes the fatisfaflion of removing 
out of his province, and of expreffing his gratitude to 
him for having punifhed the common enemy, of the 
Greeks, he marched into Phrygia, which was the pro- 
vince of Pharnabafus. Tithraufles had himfelf pro- 

{^ofed that expedition to him, and paid him thirty ta- 
ents for the charges of his journey. 

Upon his march, he received a letter from the magif- 
trates of Sparta, with orders to take upon him the com- 
mand of the naval army, and power to depute whom he 

* thought fit in his ilead. By thefe new powers he faw 
himfelf abfolute commander of all the troops in that 
flate in Alia both by fea and land. This refolution was 
taken, in order that all operations being direfted by one 
and the fame head, and the two armies afting in concert, 
the plans for the fervice might be executed with more 
uoiiormity, and every thing confpire to the fame end. 
Sparta till then had never done the honour to any of 
their generals, to copfide to him at the fame time the 
command of the armies by fea and land. So that ail 
tlip world agreed, that he was the greateft perfonageoi 

* his- time, and heft fuftarned the high reputation he en- 
joyed. But he was a man, and had his failings. 

The firft thing he did was to eftablifli PifanJer hi5 

lieutenant in the fleet; in which he feemed to have com- 

fnitted a confiderable fault; bccaufe having about him 

I many 
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Aafly'f>Ider and itiore experienced captains, without 
regard to the fervice of tke public, to do honour to an 
aJly,.and to pleaie his wife, who was Pifander's fifter» 
he intf uiled him with the command of the fleet ; that 
e^nployment being much above his abilities, though he 
was not without his merit. 

This is tl|e«comraon temptation of perfons in poxver, 
who .beliove they polfefs it only for themfel ves and their 
families ; a^if the advantage of relation to them were a 
fuflficient title and qualification iar pofts whidi require 
great abilities. They do not refletl, thatihey not only 
e;i:pofe the afiairs of ailate to ruin by their private views, 
Uut fecrifice befides the interefls of their own glory^ 
whicli cannot be maintained but by fucceflesit were, 
iuconfifteat- tQ expeft from inftrumcnts fo ill cfaofen« 

" AgeQlavtS' continued with hisiarmy in Phrygia, up- 
on the lands of Pharnabafus's government, where be 
lived in the abundance of all things, and amaffed great 
films of money. From thence advancingas far as Paph- 
lagonia, he made an alliance with king Cotis, who paf- 
lionately dcfired his amity, from the fenfe of his faith in 
the obfervajice of treaties, and his other virtues/ The; 
fame motive. had already induced Spitbridaites, one:of 
the king's principal officers, to quit the.feivice of Phar--- 
nabafus, and go over to Agefilaus, to whom, from his 
risvolt, .he had rendered great fervices; for he had a 
great body oi troops, and was very brave. This officer, 
having entered Phrygia, had laid wafte the whqle coun«* 
try under Pharnabalus, who never dared to appear in 
the field ^gainft liim, nor even rely upon his fovtreffes : 
but carry iugiaway whatever was moft valuable and dear' 
tphim, he kept Hying continually before him, and re« 
tired from one place to another, changing his camp 
every day. Spithridates at length, taking with him fome 
iipariau troops, with Hcrippi(laSj(thechicf of the coun- 
cil of thirty, fcnt, by the republic^ to Agefilaus the fe- 
Qynd year) watched him one day fo clofeiy, and attack- 

■-" A. M. 3610. Ant. J. C. 394, 'Xenoph. Hift. Grace. 1. iv. p. ^07 
VioL. IV. M cd 


^3j| HI»0RT Of TKC 

ed htm fo foccc(sfullv, that fac isade himfelf mafttf 
of his campf and of all the rich fpoil^^ wkh vrfakk k 
aiionndcd* Bui Herippulas* injadicioufly fettin^ htm* 
leif up as an inexoiBole compirolleTy was for bringing 
the booty that had been funk to an account; forced 
even the foldiers of Spithridatcs to reftore what they 
had taken, and- by vUiting their tents, and fearchit^ 
them with an unfeafonabieexaflitude and feverity, at- 
fronted Spithridates to fuch a degree, that' he wididrew 
diref^ly to Sardiswith his Paphlagonians. 

It is faid that in this whole expedition nothing fo fcn« 
• fibly affefled Agefilaus as the retreat of Spithridates. 
For, befides his being very forry for the loft of fo good 
an officer, and fuch good troops, he apprehended beiffg 
reproached with mean and fordid avarice : a vice equal- 
ly diihonourable to himfelf and his coontry; and of 
which he had taken pains toavoid the fligbteft fufpicion 
during his whole life. He did not think it confiftent 
with uie duty of his office to (hut his eyes^ through 
llothfol eafe and indolence, againft all the malverfa* 
tions that were committed under him ; but he knew, at 
the fame tkae, that there is an exactitude and ieventyt 
. that by being carried too far, degenerate into mmaie- 
nefs and petulancy, and which, through an extreme af- 
. icEtation of virtue^ beccMnes a real ana dangerous vice. 
' ^Some time after,. Pharna)>afus, who faw his cous- 
/ try- ravaged, demanded an interview witii Agefilaus, 
wnich was negocii^ed :by a common friend of them 
both. Agefilaus arrived firft, with his friends, at the 
place agreed on, aiid.fat down* in expe3ation ok Phar* 
,nsibdifu$, upon the turf, under the fliade of a tree* 
When Pharnabafus arrived, his people fpread ftins up- 
on tlje ground, of exceeding Ibftnefs from the length 
. of their bgiir, with rich carpets of various colours, and 
magaificentcuihions. But when he faw Agefilaus fit- 
ting fimply upon the ground, without any preparation, 
vhe was afhamedof his. effeminacy, and fat down alfo 
^upon the grafs. On this occafion thePerfianpri^ 

• Xcnoph. Hift. Grttc, I, iy. p. 5X0<--^tt • PluU in A^&l. f* ^'' 
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was Seen to pay homage to the Spartan modefty and 
fimpHciiy. 

A£ter reciprocal falutations^ Pharnabafus fpoke to 
Uiis effed : That he had ferved the Lacedaemonians in 
the Peloponnefian war to the utmoil of his power, 
fought fevcral battles for them, and fupported their 
naval armv without giving any room to reproach him 
with frai^d or treachery, as Tiuaphernesbad done : that 
be was furprifed at their coming to attack him in his 
government; burning the towns, cutting down the 
trees, and laying waftcthe whole country : that if it was 
the cuftom with the Greeks, who made profeflioji of 
honour and virtue, to treat their friends and benefac- 
tors in fuch a manner, he did not know what they might 
inean by jdft and equitable. tThefecomplaint^ werenot 
eiitir^y without foundation, and were uttered with a 
Riodeft, but pathetic air and tone of voice* The Spar* 
tans, who attended Agefilaus, not feeing how they could 
be anfwered, caft down their^es, and kept a profound 
filence. Agefilaus, who jobferved it, replied almoft in 
theie teims : ** Lord Pharnabafus, you are not igno« 
^ant, that nrss often arms the beft friends againft each 
«ther for the defen(re9f their country. Whim we were 
tach to the kingyouar matter, we treated him as a friend; 
bot as we are become his enemies^ we make open war 
againft him, as it is juft we IbouJd, and endeavour to 
burt him fay what we a£t againft ytm. However, from 
&e iftftasu you ihall think fit to throw off 1^ yoke o£ 
bondagie, and prefer being called the iriend and My of 
the Greeks, before the name of the kasig lof Perfia*< 
flave, you may reckon that all tlietroof» you fee be* 
lore your eyes, our arms, our flii]>s, our perfoos to the 
^ift man of us, areonly here to defend your pofleflionst 
*nd fecure your liberty, which ^f tUblefSngs is tha 
flioft precious and dcfirahle.'' 

Pbaraabafus anfwered, that if the king fent another 
general in his place, and fubje^led him to the eew co« 
'i^r, ^j^e Ihould verv willingly accept hi^ offer; ,^t 
Qtherwife he would not depart from the faith he faa^ 
fworn to him, nor quit his fcrvice. AgeHUusihca^a^ 
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iiig him by the hand, and rifing with bim; replieA, 
♦* That it were the pleafure of the gods, lord Phama- 
bafus, with fuch noble fentiments, that you were rather 
Our friend than our enemy." He promifed to with- 
draw from his government, and never return into it, 
whilft iie^'CQuid fubiift elfewherci' 

Skct.'IV. Lergue againjl the Lacedemonians, Agt* 
JilauSt recalled by ike Ephort to defend his County^ 
obeys diredly. Lyfander's Death, Vidory of the • 
Lacedaemonians near Nemea, TLeir Fleet beaten by 
Conon at Cniaos, Battle gained by ike Lacedcemo- 
nians at Coronet* 

s A GESILAUS had been two years at the head of 
• jl JL the army, and had already mbde the moll rc- 
Tiiote provinces of Afia tremble at his name, and rc- 
fonnd with the fame of his great wifdoih, difinterefied- 
Fiefs, moderation, intrepid valour in the greateft dan- 

?ers, aud invincible patience in Cupporting the rudeft 
atigues. Of fo many thoufand foldiers tmder his com- 
iTiand, not one was worfe provided, of lay harder, than 
himfelf. He was fo indifferent as to heat or cold, that 
he feeraed formed* only to fupport the moft rigorous 
feafons, and fuch as it pieafed God to fend : which are 
Plutarcirs exprefs words. 

Th««ioft agreeable of all fights tothe Greeks fettled 
in Afia, was£o fee the lieutenants of the great king, his 
fatrpps, and other^reat lt)rd5, iwho were farmcrly fo 
haughty and imtramble, foften their note in the pre- 
fence of a man meanly clad, and at his fingle word, 
however fliort and laconic,, change their language and 
condud, and, in ia manner, transform themfelves into 
differ^r\t creatures. . .Deputies, from all parts were fent 
by the people to form alliances with him, and lib army 
increafeAevQry day i)y the troops of the Barbarians 
that came to join.him. 

F 4. M. ^610. Ant. J. C. ^4. Plut. in^A'efil. p. 603, 604. Xc- 
aoph. in Ageftl. p. 657. 
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AU Afia was already in motion, and moft of the pro- 
vinces ready to revolt, Agefilaus had already reftored 
order and- tranquillity in a41th<^ cities,, had reinftatcd 
them in the pofl'effion of their-lib'erty, vrnder reafonabie 
modifications, not only without (hedding of blood, but 
.without even banifliing a fingle perfon. Not content 
with fuch a progrefs, he ha4 formed the defign ot at- 
tacking the king of Perfia in the heart of his dominions, 
to put him in fear for his own perfon and the tranquil- 
lity he enjoyed irv Ecbatana and Sufa, and to-find him 
fo much bufinefs as (hould n>ake it impratticable for 
him to embroil all Greece from his cabinet, by cor- 
rupting the orators zuid perfonsof greatcft authority in 
its cities with his prefents,- 

^Tithrauftes, who commanded for-th6 king jn Afia, 
feeing the tendency of Agefilaus's defignSj-and defiring 
.to prevent their effeSs, had fent Timocrates of Rhodes 
into Greece, with great fums of money, to corrupt the 
principal perfons in the cities, and by their means o.cca- 
fion defeftipns againft Sparta. He knew that the haugh- 
tinefs of the Lacedaemonians (for all their generals did 
not refemble Agefilaus) and the imperious manner with 
which they treated their neighbours and allies, efpeci- 
ally fince they confidered themfelves as the mailers of 
jGreece^'haduniverfally difgufted the people, and ex- 
dted a jealpufy that waited only an o.ccafion, to break 
.out againft them. This fe verity of governing had a na- 
tural caufe in their education. Accuftomed from their 
infancy to obey without delay or reply, firft to their tu-» 
tors, and afterwards to their magiftrates, they exaftqd 
a like fubmiflion from the cities in their dependence, 
, were eafily incenfed by the leaft oppofition, and by this 
•xceffive feverity rendered themfelves infupportable. 
^ Tithrauftes therefore did not find it difficult to draw 
^ off the, allies from .their pi^rty. Thebes, Arg4)s, Co- 
.rinth, entered into his meafures : the deputy did nqt^go 
.to Athens. Thefe three cities, influenced by thofe that 
^governed them, made a league againil the Lace.da?mo- 

1 X«tioph. Hift. Gr«c. 1. ui. p. 502—507. Plut. ia LyFand. p. 
»419"~45l ^ ./. ..1 1 .* w 
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titans vhO'On their fide prepared vigoroofly for the war. 
The Thebans» at the {ame time, fent deputies to the 
Athenians to implore their aid, and that they would en- 
ter into the alliance. The deputies, after having {lightly 
paffed over their ancient divifions, infiftedJlrongly up- 
<in the confiderable fervice they had rendered Athens, 
inref^uftngto joinits enemies, when they endeavoured 
ks final defiruflion. They reprefented to them the fa- 
vourable opportnnity that oAered for reinftating them. 
felves in their ancient power, and to deprive the Lace- 
daemonians of the empire of Greece. That ftll the allies 
of Sparta, either without or within Greece, were weary 
cf their fevere and unjufi fway, and waited only the 
fignal to revolt. That themoment the Athenians fliouM 
declare themfelves, all the cities would roufe u^at tiie 
found of their arms, and that the kin^ of Perua, who 
had fworn the ruin of Sparta, would aid th^ffl wilhall 
his forces both by fea and land. 

Thrarybulus, whom the Thebansliad fu^plied with 
arms and money, when he undertook the re-eAabli(ii- 
ment of the Athenia^n liberty, feconded their demtftid 
"with great vigour, and tiie aid was unaniiftouflyte/blV- 
ed. The Lacedaemonians^ on their fide, took the field 
without lofs of tiitie, and entered Phocis. Lyfattder 
wrote to Paufanias, who commanded one of the two 
arnuev^ to give him notice to march early the next day 
io Haliartus, which he defign^d lo befi^ge, atid that he 
fiiould he there himfcU at f anwrift. Th^ letter was iii- 
tercepled. Lyfatider^ after having Waited his comifig 
dp a gr^at iVhile^ wal obliged to engage, And was killed 
ib the battle. Paufanias received this bad news on bis 
%l^ay ; but, howi^vef , continued hi« march to Haliattus, 
and called A couricil of Wat- to confider upon a fecond 
battle. H^ did not think it confiftent with prodehte to 
hazard it, and contented himfelf W'ith making a thic^» 
to remove the bodies of thofe who had fallen in the for« 
lOtt fight. Upon his return to Sparta, be was cited to 
^ve an account of his condu£l, and, t-efufing to appear, 
was condemned to die.. But he avoided the execution 
of that fentence by flight, and retired to Tegcumi 

where 
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wkefe lie paSed the remainder of his life irndet the 
Qietter ana proteAton of Mtnerya^ to whom he hall 
rendeted Umfelf a fiippHaht, and.died of difeafb.^ » 
JLyfander's poverty, haviiig been difc?overed after ^his 
death, did great homnir to his memory ;• when it wfils 
known^ that of all the gold and riches which had paffed. 
tWough his hands, of a power fo extenfive as his h»i 
been, of fo many cities under his govermnent, and 
which made their court to him, in a word, of that kind 
of dominion andfovereigaty always exercifed by hira, 
he had made no Bianner of advantage for the advance- 
ment and enriching of his houfe^ 

&>ihe days before his de^h, two of the principal cL- 
tizens of Sparta bad contrafted themfelves to his two 
dai:^hters; bat when they knew in what condition he 
bad left his affairs, they ref ufed to ^marry th^m« The 
republic did not fuffer fo fordid a bafenefs to go unpu« 
niSted, nor Lyfander's poverty, which was the ftronge;ft 
p^oof of hi»Jaflice and virtue, to be treated as an ob* 
ftadeto allying into his family. They were fined in a 
great fiim, publicly difgraced, andexpofedto the con- 
tempt of ail perfons of honour. For at Sparta there 
were penalties eftablifhed, not only for fuch as ref ufed 
to marry, or n^arried too late; but alfo for thofe who 
married amifs: and thofe efpccially were reckoned of 
this number, who infiead of allying into houfes of vir- 
tue; and with their own relations, had no motive but 
wealth and lucre in marriage. An admirable law, and 
hi|^bly tending to perpetuate probity and honour in fa« 
aalici, which an impure' mixture of blood and manners. 
Seldom fails to alter and efface. 

It muft be owned, that a generous difinterefiednefs 
m the xbidit of all that could inflame and gratify the luit 
of gain is very rare, and well trorthy of admiration; 
but in Lyfander it was attended with great dete£l^, 
whkli entirely obfcure its luftre* Without fpeakiag of 
his imprudence in introducing gold and filvdr into 
Sparta, which hedefpifed himfelf, though Jbie rendered 
it eftimable to his country, and thereby occaHoned its 
rttiiii what opinioa can we have of a man, brave indeed» 
^ • well 
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veil read in mea, fKilful in affairs, and of great abiCty 
:m the arts of government, and what is ccftnnM^ly 
called policy^ but who regards prointyt andjuftice as 
nothing; to whom falfehood,f rand, and perfidy}, appear 
legal methods for the attainment of his ends ; who does 
not fear, for the advancement of his friends, ai^d^the 
augmenting of his creatures^ to commit the moft fla- 
grant injuflice and oppreifions, and is not a&amed to 
profane whatever is moil facred in religion, even to the 
corrupting of prieils» and forging' of oracles tofatiaie 

• the empty ambition of being equal to a king, and^bi 
afcending the throne? ^ • . , • : 

^ When Agefilaus was upon the point of leading his 
troops into Perfia, the Spartan £picydidas arrived to let 
him know that Sparta was threatened with a furious 
t war; that the Ephori recalled him, and ordered him to 
return immediately . for the defence: of his country. 
: AgeWaus did not. deliberate a moment, but returned tius 
.anfwer immediately to the Ephori, which Plutarch has 
tranfmitted to us. •*.' Agefilaus to the Ephori, greet- 
ing. We have reduced part of Afia, put the Barbarians 
to flight, and'made great preparations for war in Ionia; 
but as you order me to return, I am not far behind this 
letter, and fliould prevent it if poflible. I received the 
command not tor myfeU, but my country and its allies. 
I know that a general does not deferve, or poffefsthat 

• name really, but as he fubmits to. the laws and the 
Ephori, and obeys the magiftrates." 

This ready obedience of Agefilaus has been much ad- 
mired and applauded; and not without reafon. Hanni- 
bal, though dejprefled with misfortunes, and driven al- 
moll entirely out of Italy, objeycd his citizens with great 
reluftance, when they recalled him to deliver Carthage 
from the dangers that threatened jit* Here a. vifiorious 
prince, ready to enter the enemy's country, and !to at- 
tack the king of Perfia even upon his throne, almoflaf- 
fured of the fuccefs of his arms^on the firft or4er.of the 
Ephori, renounces the moll foothing hopes, and the 

»• Xenoph. Hi ft. Grace. 1, iv. p. 513. Idem in Agefil. p. 657. Plut. 
m A|efil. p. 60^. 60^ * iMut* in.Apoph, {'iconic, p. uu 
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moft exalted expeftations. He demonftrates the tr^ith 
. of what was faid^ '* That at Sparta the laws ruled men, 
and not men the laws." i 

On his departure he faid, *« that thirty thoufand of the 

^ king's archers drove him'out of Afia;** aHuding'in.thofe 
: words to a fpecies of Perfian coin, which had cfn/one 
, fide the figure of an archer, thirty thoufand of which 
I pieces of money had been difperfed in Greece, to cor- 
rupt the or^ors and perfons of greateft power in the 
^qities. 

. . ■ *• Agcfilaus in quitting Afia, where he was regretted 
. as the common tather of the people, appointed Euxenes 
. his lieutenant, and gave him four thoufand men for the 
, defence of the country. Xenophon went with him. He 
. left at Ephefus, with Megabyzus the guardian of Diana's 
. temple, half the. gold he had brought with him from- bis 
.' ejtpedition into Perfia with Cyrusyto keep it forbim in 
, truftiandiacafe of death to confecrate it to thcgpddeits. 
.- ** In the mean time the Lacedaemonian 3 had i3Pif«d 
an army,. and given the command of it to Ariftodemiu^, 
..tutor to king Agefipolis, then an infant. Theiren.emiM 
c afleinbled to coBcert the operations of the?wftr» Tiito-. 
. laus of Corinth fai(il,.the Lacedaemonians were Jike a u- 
. ver that grew larger as it removed from its fo.ui?€e ; or 
to a fwarm of bees, which it is eafy to burn in )ttieir|live, 
.hut diffrerfe themfelves a- gl'elit way when thej Jiy 
^ abroad, and become formidable by their flings. He-w^s 
i therefore, of opinion, that it w-as proper to iittaci tjh^m 
>in j;heir'capitol ;, which was s^pproved and refolved. 
. But the Laced tEmonians did not give th^m time. They 
. took the field,, and found the enemy near Neraaea^a 
, city j^ot very .remote trom Corinth, where a rude ]fiH^ 
, tie ^nfued.-t The Lacedaemonians had the advantage, 
which was v.e*y con fi'dei^abte. Agefilau5havringfi;eceiv- 
\ ed this news at Aniphipolis, as he was baflcftirig,t,9 ihe 
. relief of his country, fent it direfclly to th^ cities at Ada 
for their encouragement, and to-givetbetn hopes pf bis 
^fpeedy return, if the fuccefs of affairs would admit it. 

' XeoQph. Hift. Grace;..!, iv, fi Qf^i X«iQph«<de ^pe4. Cyr. U v. 
-*B-^fi9* ^Xcfloph. p. 514— 517. 
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* YHien the approacli of Agtfilans was known st 
Sparta, the Laceaasmonians who remained in the city, 
to do him honour for the ready obedience he had p^d to 
their orders, caufed proclamation to be made by found 
of irampet, that all young perfons who were willing to 
aid their king, might come and lift themfelves for that 
purpoTe. Not one of them failed to enter himfelf im- 
mediately with the tltmoft joy. Bui the EpUori chofe 
only fifty of the braveft and moft robuft, whom they 
fent to him, and defired that he would enter Bcsotas 
with the utmofl; expedition ; which he did afceordingly. 

T About the fame time th(: two fleets came np widi 
fach other near Cnidos, a city of Caria. That of tHe 
Itacedaemonians was commanded by Pifander, Afefi- 
kuis's brother-in-law, and that of the iPerfians by rmt' 
wbafus and Conon the Athenian. The latter, obfert-^ 
iiig that the king of Perfia's fuppliei came flowly, vA 
oeoafioned the iofs of tpsny opportunities, had r^folt*' 
iifcd do go in perfon to the courts to folicitvthe khg's 
affiftance. As ht would not proftrate himfelf h%hit 
him, awordinff to the P^erfian cuftom» he could not et* 
fftdn himfelf out by the interventioa of others* He 
i^refeoeed to hin\| with a force and fpirit feldom par- 
'Honed in thofe who treat with princes, that it was e^al*^ 
ly ftameft^laad aftonifting, that hi&minifters, conirary 
to'hit intention^ ihoald* fuffer hi» affairs to be diibon- 
ceittd and ruined ft>K want of the neceiTary exp^a<^^i»^ 
that the ncheft kizig iathe world ihould give place to 
his^enemies in the very point he wat^ fo infinitely fut>^' 
fior to them ;. that is, in richees ; and thai for want of^ 
Tetnitttng^the fums his ferviceseqiiired'tohisgeDtrafer 
all their de&gn»w<ere rendered abortive. Thefe iteinoti- 
ft^aneeswera freeybutjuft andfolid. The king received 
tbeni perfeftly well, and Qiowed, by his» example, than 
Icuith niay ofteti^tae fpoke to. prinoes^^ with fu€ceisii^ 
courage wbrc nbt wanting^ Conon obtainad ail b&de«- 
Aiaoded,, and the king. made him. admiral of his fleet. 

»Plut. m AgeiTx!. p. 605. rXoaoph, hi'ft. Crsec* 1. iV. p. i*^^ 
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It Was compafed of more than (out f core and ten gal- - 
leys, to which the enemy's was fomewhat inferior in 
tiulnber. They catne in ricw of each other near Cnidas, - 
a maritime city of Afia Minor. Conon^ who had in 
foiAe meatTure occafioned the taking of Athens by the 
lofs of the fea fight near ufigofpotamos, ufed extraor- 
dinary eforts in this to retrieve his misfortune, and to ' 
obliterate^ foy a glorious vi£lory, the difgrace of his 
former defeat. *He bad this advantage, that in the 
battle he was going to give, the Periians would be at 
the whole expence, and bear all the lofs themfeives ; 
whereas the entire fruits of the vi£lory would redound 
to the AthenisM, without hazarding any thing of their 
own. Pifander had alfo Arong motives to fhow his va« 
lour upon this occafion^ that he might not degenerate 
from the glory of his brother-in-law, and to juftify the 
choice he had made in appointing him admiral. In 
efiie£^^ he behaved with extreme valour, and had at firft 
ferae advantage; but the battle growing warm^ and the 
allifis of Sparta betaking themfeives to flight, he could 
fiot refolve to follpw them, and died fword in hand. 
Conon took fifty galleys, and the reft efcaped to Cni* 
dQ«. The confequence of this viCbory was the revolt 
of almoft all the allies of Sparta ; feveral of whom de- 
clared for the Athenians, an,d the reft refumed ^beir . 
ancient liberty. After this battle, the affairs of the / 
Lated^scmonians daily declined. All their a£lianain 
Alia were no more than the feeble efforts of an expir- 
ing power, till the xlefeats of Leu6lra and Mantinea 
completed their downfah 

* Ifocfales makes a very juft vefie&iott upon the ire- 
^olutions of Sparta and Athens, which had always their 
fource and origin inthe infolent profpexity of both thofe 
i^publics* The Lacedaemonians, wno \\«re at fi^ft ac- 
knowJedged matters of Greece without oppofition, fell 
{r0m their authority only by their enormous abufe of it* 

* Ifocrat. in Orat. Ariop, p. ijS^^tSo, 

* kbjpethfius quod^nc ipforum quidem Atheracnfiumfcd alieni imptrii viri' 
h( dmntt^ jii^fmlmwpetidio rrgiji vi&unu pramo pattue, Jq s t i n • ^ 
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The Athenians fucceeded thtm in power, and at tT\e 
'>faine time in pride ;. and we have feen into what an 
, abyfs of misfortunes it preaipitated them. Sparta hav- 
ing gained the fuperioritv by the defeat of the Atheni- 
ans m Sicily, and the taking of their city, might have 
improved in their meafures from the double experience 
of the pafl ;. as well in regard to what had befallen 
themfelves,.as from the recent example of theirrival; 
but the moil affe£):ing examples and ev«nt« feldom or 
ever occafion a people to change their condud^ Sparta 
became as haughty and untra£lahle. as before; andfo 
experienced the fame defliny again.. 

To warn the Athenians againft this misfortune, Ifd- 
crates puts them in mind of the paft, and'of the- times 
wherein they were fuccefsfu 1 in every thing'. *' You^iraa- 
gino/' fays, he, "that provided with a numerous fleet,, 
abfolute mafter* at fea, and fupported by. powerful ^- 
lies, always ready to give you aid, you have nothing. 
to fear,. and may enjoy in repofe and tFanquillity the 

• fruits of your viftories : for my part, indulge me to 
fpeakwith truth and freedom, I think quite othcrwife. 
The caufe of my appfehenfion is, my having-obfervcd, 
that, the decline of the greateft republics- has always 
been at the time tliey believed themf elves moft power- 

• ful, and that their very fecurity has prepared- the- pre- 

• cipice into which, they have fallen. Thereafonof this 
is evident* Profperity and adverfity never oome alone, 

. but have each tlieir train of v«ry difFerent efie£U*- The 
firft is attended with vain glory^ pride, and infolence, 
which dazzle the mind ;. and infpire rafli and ejgtrava- 

. gant mea6ir«s : • on the contraryytfa^- companions of- 
advjerfity, are modefty, ielf dif&dence and circumfpec- 
tion,, which naturajly rendcr.raen.prudent, andapt to- 
amend- from- their owa failing^.. So that iti&.hardio 
judge which of the two conditions- we ougjit to-defire 

. for a city;, as that which ^appears unhappy, i«.anal- 
mofl: certain patli to profperity; and the other, fo flat- 
tering and fplcndid, generally leads on to the greateft 
xaaisfortunes.!' The blow which the iacedaemonisp* 
. ' • jxceivei 
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receivcci" at the battle of Cxu4o& is a mournful proof, 
iof what be faysi 

^Agelrtaus iMias;in'BQsotia, and u|>on the point of 
pviti^ battie wthea this< b^d new* was* brought hinl*. 
Apprehendiifg'that Ut tnighitidifcouffage and deter his 
troops, he caiifed it tobe-'repoited in.thearmy:,th4t the 
Lacediemoniatis had gaineSd.a cbnG^ierable vi^lory at 
fea ; and appearing in pub He with* a wreath, of flowets 
•upon his head,. be offered a iacrifice. of thankfgiving 
for the ^ood. news^ and fent part of it in prefents.to his 
officers^.- . The two armiesy.atinaft equal itijlrength, 
were in view of each other uponithe plains of Coroni&a, 
when they drew up in battle. Agefilaus gave, the left 
wing to the Orchomenians,. anditook the right himfelf. 
On the other fide the Thebans were upon the right, and 
the Argives-on the. left. Xenopbon lays, that this was 
the moft furious. battle in his time, and raaybebeliev-- 
ed, as he was prefent in it, anAfought near the.perfoa 
of Agefilau&y wiith:whom he had returned. front Afia* 

The.firft charge was not very obftinatc^nor of long 
' continuance. The Tliebans foon poit the Orchon>eni- 
•ans to flight, and Agefilaus overthrew, and I'outed the 
Argivesl But both parties^ having learned, that their 
left wing, had J>een wery feverely handled and.Ced, re- 
turned immediately ; Agefilaus to opj^ofe the Thebans, 
and to Avreft the' vrttory met of dhcir hands, and the 
Thebans- to. follow their left wing,, which wa^ retired 
' to Helicon.. Agefilaus at that moment might have af- 
fured himfelf of a complete viftocy,.if he would. have 
let the Thebans pafs on, and had.chacgpd them after in 
tlie rear;, but carried away by the ardour of his. cou- 

• rage, he refalved;to ftopthem-with an attack in front, 
and to beat* them by pure forces In Wliich^ fajys* Xe- 

• nophon,.he fhow>ed:more valour tbanprudence.. 

The Thebans, feeing Agefilaus advaiace^ag^inft them,, 

• drew all, their foot immediately into <ime bodyjiormed 
a hollow fq.uare,,and waited bis coming^up iri.good or- 

* '• ' •' •Plut. In Agefil. p. 605. ■ *■■ ■ - •■ 

> ^HAi, X«n9^)h« JHiK In Q^kc. p. 5't^^&o« & in Agefil. p. 659, €60^ 

" ' ' -xjt.i 6^/*.» >ii i . > . ■ •' .i . V.'' . • ' ' *« ' * i ' • • tier*. 
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der. The eng^cment was fiiarp and bl<K>dy oi^all fides, 
but particularly where Aeefilaus fought at the head^ot 
the nfty young Spartans tent him by the city. The va« 
lour and emulation of th6le yoUM men were of gre^i 
ferTiee to Agcftlaust.aittl nlay be »id tohaire fared bis 
life ; for they fought aroond bira with exceeding ar- 
dour, and expofed tfaemfelves foremoftin all dangers 
fbr the fafety of his per f<ui« Thej^eouM not however 
prevent his receivinc fevcnd wounds throu|^ hia at* 
moift f ro«i pikes ana fword¥» . Notwithfiaamngi aft^r 
an exceeding warm difputn they brou^t him off alive 
ffom the enemy, and making their bodies a rampact tat 
bim, lacrificed a great' number of Tbcbans to his de- 
fence ; ttiam; of wofii'Ttniog men were alfo left upon 
the field. At lengthi finding it too dii&cult to break 
the Thebam:ia-fi'ont» they were forced to have recourfe 
«D whatithev had at firft reje6led* They opened their 
]riialanx»to let them pafs ; which when they had done, 
all they^ marched afterwards in more diforder, they 
charged them agpuh upon the flanks and rear. Tbej 
could, hoWever, neither break them nor put them to 
fiight. Thofe brave Thebans made their retreat con- 
tinual ly fighting, and gained HeKcdn, elate with the 
fticcefs of the battle» wherein oa^ their fide they had 
always remained invincible. 

Agefilaus, though very much weakened by the |preat 
tuimber of hk wounda^and the quantity of blood he bad 
loft, would not retire to his tent,, till ne had been car* 
tied to the place where his phalanx was drawn up, aod 
had feen all the dead* bodiea removed even upon their 
own arms. He was informed there, that many of the 
enemy had* taken refuge in the temple of Minerva Ito- 
i^ienfi^, which wiis not very diftant from the field t?f 
battle, and aifced what he would have done with then. 
As fajfr was full of^^eneration for. the nods, he gave of* 
ders to let them go, and even> fent them a ffuard to 
'^fcort'them in faitty where^ver they thought -St. . 

The next morning Agefilaus».to try whether the* 
Thebans would have the couri^.to renew* 4Jbehatt4e, 
commanded his troogs tp crown tbemfelVes with flow* 

ers» 


ew, ikii the liitifld bf the army to play, whilft a trophy 
was ^lfis£ted and adorned in honour of his Viftory. At 
the fame inftant the enemy fent h^alds to demand his 
parmiffion {o bury their dead ; Whieh h6 grahted^ Vith 
a trace i and having confirmed his vt&ory by thai aJEl 
of a cohquetor, he cauftd himfelf to be carried io* 
Delphos, where the Pythian gaitie^ were thett cele- 
brated. He made therfe a felfeitin proceflion, \^ioh^ 
was followed by a facrifice, and conlecrat^ th<5 tenth 
t>2ri of the booty takeil ih Afla to the god» which < 
amouiltiid to a hnfidred talents *< Th^fe gt'^t mehf 
no left religibus thdri btave, n6V«f failed to eftj^^s> 
ly ttitrents 4heir gratitude to tb^ god^ fer^ thriV fufc- 
ceflfes in arms; declaring* by Ihsd piiblichpma^t, thfeit 
they believed themftlves. indehtftd.fori' their vi8ori^s. 
to their pnoteftion* 

^fiOT. V. Ag€/Sims riiurns vi36iwus io Sparta^k He 
always reJtmHS^ his Simpiitity and andeni Munrurs*. 

. C^noh'TebmUi tkd Walls of Athens^ A Ptact^jkamt* 
Jul its the Grtcksy concluded by. AfttiddJe^ iJi» Lae^* 
damonian* 

• A FTERthe felBval, Agefilans'retuhjtdloSjarta*. 
XjU.Hts> citizens received him^, with all the marks^ 
of the moft real joy,»and behfeld'him with admiration;, 
whfeh they obferved the fimpHtnty of^fe manners, and 
dio c6nftatit< frugality and teifnperant^e of'his life.. At 
his retttwi from nwreign countries, \nrherepomp» luxury,. 
fl<>th,jandthfe lovex>f pteafures ehtircly prevailed, he was 
notinfefledwith themanners of theBkrbarians^ as moft 
of' the other generals had Beeh :: he made no altena- 
tion invhis diet, bathsi equipage of his Wife, ornamfents? 
of his arms, or furniture of ni» bbufe. In. the midft 
of fo (hining^av reputation, and the untv^tfal applaufe, 
always tte fame,, or tather more mbdefl' than before^ 
lie difting\iifljed himfelFfrom the reft of the oitizeiis^ 
only by a. greater* fubmiflioti^to the laws^ and a. move 

« Plot, in AgqfiK* p. 606* 

inYiolaola^ 
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invtolab:Ie. attachmeBt to the culloms o£ his country,*: 
ooi:iyinced,.that he ,was only king^-tofbe the brighter 
example o£thofe virtues to other$.- 

.<* He made greatnefs -c.onfifl in virtue only. Hear- 
ing the Great King (fo the kings of Perfia ufcd to call 
themfelves) fpoken of in magnificent terms, and his 

. powQr extremely extolled; * ** I cannot conceive," 
laid he, ** wherein he is greater than zne, unlefs he be 
more virtuous*** 

There were at Sparta fome citiaens, who, vitiated by 
.tbe prevailing taft^ of Greece, made their merit and 
glory confift in keeping a great number of iorfes for 

, the race. - He perfuaded his fitter Cynlfca to difpute 

- the prize in the Olympic games, in order to ftiow the 

, Creeks,. that thofe viftories on which they fet fa high 
a value, were not the efFefts of valour and bravery^ hut 
of riches and expence. She was the firft of her fcx 
who fhared in this honour. He had* not the fame opi- 

. nion of the exeroifes,. which Contributed to render the 
body more robuft, and inure it to labour and fatigue; 
and to place them in greater eftimation, would often 
honour them with his prefence. 

Some time after Lyfander*s death, he difcovered the 
confpiracy formed by that captain againft the twokings, 
which till then had not been heard of, and came to light 
by a kind of accident^in the following mannejp: -*upon 
fome ;afraiKS,.>vhich relatedto the government,.it was ne- 
ceffary toxonfult Lyfander*s papers, and Agefilaus went 
to his houfe for thatpurpofe^ In running them over, he 
fell upon the flieets, which contained at large the ha- 

. rangue of Gleon, for the-new nijethod of jwroceeding in 
the eleftion of king^. Surpjifed.at pcrufing it, he gave 
pver.his fearch,.and wcntaway abruptly, to communi- 
cate that oration to the .citizens, and to let them.fee what 
manner of man Lyfander was, and how much they had 

[ been deceived in regard to him. But Lacratidas, a wife 
and prudent perfon, aad prefident of the Ephori, inter- 
pofed, by telling him, that it was highly improper to 

-^Tlut. de fui laud. p. 555., • Plut. in AgcfiT. p. 6<36. 
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wife Lyfandcr from the dead;. on the contrary, that it 
was necQffary to bury hii harangue! in the fame grave 
with Mm, as of dangerous tendency, from the great art 
with which k was compofed, and the force of perfua- 
fion that univerfally prevailed in it; againft which it 
might prove no.eafy matter to refift. Agefiiaus was of 
the fame opinion, and the piece was configned to filence 
and oblivion, as the beft uCe that could be made of it* 

^ Ai his credit was very high in the city, he caufed 
-Telutias,his brother by his mother's, fide, to be declar- 
ed admiiral of the fleet. It were to be wiihed that hif. 
tory, to juftify this choice, had mentioned any other 
qualities in that commander, than his nearnefs of l^lood 
to the king. 

Agefiiaus foon after fet out with his land-array to bc- 
fiege Corinth, and took the long walls as they were 
called, whilft his brother Telutias attacked it by feq. 
He did feveral otbeir exploits agalnll the people of 
Greece at Iwar with Sparta, v^hich always argue indeed 
the valour and experience of the general, but are nei- 
ther very important nor decifive, arid which we 
thought, for that reafon, might be omitted. 

* At the fame time Pharnabafus and Conon, having 
^ade themfelves mailers at fea, ravaged the whole coatt 
ol Laconia. That fatrap, returning to bis government 
of Phrygia, left Conon the command of the naval army, 
with very confiderable fums for the re-eftablifhment of 
Athens. Conon vifciorious, and crowned with giorj, 
repaired thither, where he was received with univerial 
^pplaufe. The fad profpeft of a city formerly fo flou- 
^\ttving,and at that time reduced to fomelancholy a con- 
<lition, gave him jmore grief than he felt joy in feeing 
Ws. belpvedxotintry again, after fo many years ah fence. 
. He Ipft qoiime, but fell immediately ^o w<;>rk, employ- 

• ^^g» b^fides mcifons and the uJTual artizaus, the foIdiers», 

• jnariners, citizens, allies, in a word, all who were well 
inclined to Athens; Providence decreeing that. this 

• ciw, formerly d^flroyed by the Perfians, ftiould be re-^ 

! Plut. in Agcfil. p. 606. *« A. M, 36^1. Ant. J. C. 393. Xeaoph.. 
*^ Grace* U. rv. p. 53^— ^3J , Diod. I. xiv. p. ^^ Jfiliiiu 1. vi**c. 5* 
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built by iheir own hands* and that having been difman- 
tied and demoliflied by the Lacedaemonians* it fliouUi 
be reinftated at their own coft, and bjr the fpoils taken 
from them. What a viciflttude and aiteration was this! 
Athens at this time had thole for its allies, which had 
formerly been its moil vic^m enemies, and for enemies, 
thofe with whom before it had contra£bed the mofi ilri& 
and moft confirmed union. Conon« feconded by the 
zeal of the Thebans, foon rebuilt the walkof Athens* 
rcftored the city to its ancient fplendor, and rendered it 
more formidab le than ever to its enemies* ^ After hav- 
inff offered to the gods a whole hecatomb, that is to faf, 
a Sacrifice of a hundred oxen, as a thankfgifviBe for tbe 
happy re-eftablifliment of Athens, he made a leaft, » 
which an the citizens, without exception, were invited. 
^ Sparta could not fee without extreme afQi£lioD h 
glorious a revolution. It looked upon the grandeur and 
power of a city, its ancient rival and almoft continual 
enemy« as its own ruin, which made tlie Laccd«sic-» 
nians take the mean refolottoa of avengii^ themfeiv6» 
at once upon Athens, and Conon its reftoreT, by mak- 
inff peace with the king of Perfia. ' With this view tbcy 
dilpatched Antalcidcs to Tiribafus* His comdiiflion 
confifted of two principal articles. The fir& was, K) 
accufe Conon to that iatrap of having defrauded tlie 
kinff of the monev, which he bad employed in the re- 
eftabiilhment of Athens ; and of having formed the de- 
fign of depriving the Perfians of j£olta and Ionia, and 
to fubje£l them anew to the republic of Athonsv upon 
which they had formerly depended. By the fecond, 
he had orders to mak^ the moft advantaeM>us propofais 
to Tiribafus his matter could defires. Wiefaout giving 
himfelf any manner of tt^uble in regard to Am^ 
ftipulaied only, that all the iflands and dther cities, 
fhould enjoy theii- laws and^liberiy. The Lacedaemo- 
nians thus gave uptothekirig,,with theg^siteftinjof- 
tice and the utmoft bafenefs, all the Oi^eks fettled in 
Alia ; for whofe liberty Agefdaus had fo long fougbc. 

* Aihcn. 1. L p* ji . 
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It is true be had no ihare in this moft infamous nego- 
tiation; the whole reproach of which ought to fall on 
Antalcides, who being the fworn enemy of the king of 
Sparta, haflened the peace by ail manner of means, be. 
caufe the war augmented the authority, glory, and re- 
putation of Agefilaus. 

The moft confiderable cities of Greece had fent de- 
puties at the fame time to Tiribafus, and Conon was 
at the head of thofe from Athens. All of them were 
unanimous in rejecting fuch prOpofals. Without 
fpeaking of the interefls of the Creeks of Afia, with 
which they were extremely afietted, they faw theift- 
felves expofed by this treaty j the Athenian, to the lofs 
of the iOes of Lemnds, Imbros^ and Scyros; the The- 
bm, to abandon the eities of Boeotia, of which they 
were in poffeffi^it, and which would thereby regain 
their independence; and the Argiires to renounce Co- 
finth, with the lofs of which Argos itfeif would footi* 
in all probability < be attended« The deputies therefore 
^^ithdrtw Wittiout c<3»nclt}dingany thiA|. 

Tiribafus feit^d Gonon, and |>ut htm in prifon. N(>t 
daring to declare Openly for the Lacedeemomans, with- 
out an exprefs order for that purpofe, he comented 
himfelf with fap^lying them underhand with cohfidet- 
able fuhis of money for fining out a fleet, in order th^ 
the other cities of Gfeeco might not be in a condition 
to oppofe them. After having taken thefe precautions, 
he let out diredly for the courts to give the king an 
account of the ftate of hrs negotiation. That prince 
^as well fatisfied with it, and direded him m the 
ftrongeft terms to put the laft hand to it. Tiribafus 
alfd hid befdre him the Lacedaemonians ticcufation of 
Cortott. ' Soihe authors, according to Cornelius Nepo*, 
nave written that he was carried to Sufii, and thefe 
executed by the king's order. The fileike of Xeno- 
phon, who was his^ contemporary^ in regard to his 
Jcath, makes it doubtful whethei^ he did not efcape 
irom prifon, or fuffer, as has been faid. 

Whilft this treaty was negociating, fevetal anions 
Uul^^coaliderablc paffed between the Athenians and 

Lacedaemonians. 
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Lacedaemonians. It was alfo at the fame time, thaC 
Evagoras extended his conqueils in the ifland of Cy- 
' prus, ot" which we fhall foon treat.. 

^ Tiribafus at length, upon his retumi- fummoned the 
deputies of the Grecian cities to be prefeat at the read- 
ing of the treaty. It imported,- that all the Grecian 
cities of Afia ihould remain dependent on the kiug, 
and that the reft, as well fmall as great, fhould have full 
poffcflion of their liberty*. The king further referved 

• to hinifelf the ifle* of Cyprus and Ciazomena, and left 
thofe ol Scyros, Lemnos, and Imbros, to the Athenians, 

. to whom they had long appertained. By the fame 
treaty he engaged to join with fuch people as cqrae 
into it, in-order to make war by fea and land againft all 
who fhould refufe to a^ee to it. We have already 
laid it was Sparta itfelfpVopofed thefe conditions. 

All the other cities of Greece, or at leaft the greateil 
part of them, rejefted fo infamous a treaty with horror. 

; However as they were weakened and exhaufted by do- 
ineitic divifions, and not in a condition to fupport a 

• war againft fo powerful a prince, who threatened to fall 
with all his forces upon thofe who Qiould refufe to 
come into this peace, they were obliged againft their 
will to comply with it,. except the Thebans,, who had 
the courage to oppofe it openly at firft, but were at 
length reduced to accept it vith the others, by whom 

. they found themfelves univerfally abandoned. 

Such was the fruit ot the j^ealqufy and divifions, 
which armed the Grecian oitie) againft- each other, and 
was tlie end propofed by the policy of Artaxerxes, in 
diftributing fums of money amongu the feveral eftates; 
. invincible in. arms, and to the fword, but not to the 
gold and nrefents of the Perfians ; fo remote were they 
lii this r^eljpetl fromthe charafter of the ancient Greeks 
..their forefathers. 

To comprehend aright how much Sparta and Athens^ 
difTerod from what they had been in former times, we 
have only to compare the two treaties concluded be- 
tween the Greeks and Perfians.; the former by Ciraon 
k A. M. 3O17. Ant, J, C. 387. Xenoph* L. v. p, ^f^5iu 
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tlie' Athenian * under Artaxerxes Longimanus above 
fixty years before, and the latter by Antalcides the La- 
cedaemonian under Artaxerxes Mnemon. I« the firff, 
Greece viftorious and triumphant, affures the liberty 
ot the Afiatic Greeks, eives the law to the Perfians, im- 
pofes what confilii;ions it pleafes, and prefcribes bounds' 
and limits, by prohibiting tbem. to approach nearer to- 
the fea with their troops thiin the diftance of three 
days march; or to smpcar with long vcffels in any of 
the feas between the Cvana^an iand Chalidonian iflands, 
that is to fay, from the Euxinc to the coails of Pam- 
philiai . In the fecond, on the contrary, Petfia, grown 
haughty and imperious, takes pleafure in humbling its 
conquerors, in depriving them, with the fingle.ftroke 
of a pen, of their empire in Afia Minor, in compelling 
tliem to abandon bafeiy all the Greeks eflablifbed in- 
thofe rich provinces, to fubfcribe to their own fubJ 
je6lion, and to confine themfelves in their turn within 
ihe narrow hounds of Greece. 

From whence can fo llrange an alteration arife ? Are 
there not on bothrKies the fame cities, the fame people, 
the fame forces, and the fame intereft ? No doubt there 
are ; but they are not the fame men, or rather, they have 
no longer the fame principles of policy. Let us recal 
thofe happy times, of Greece, fo glorious for Athens 
and Sparta, when Perfia came pouring like a deluge 
upon this little country withall the fo.rces of the Eall. 
What was it that rendered the twa cities invincible, 
and fiiperior.to fuch.numerou?s and formidable armies ? 
Their union and good underftanding. No diiTenljoa 
between the two ftates, no jealoUfy of command, no 
privjate view of intereft; in fine, no other conteflis.be- 
twecn them, but of honour, glory* and the love of their 
country. 

ToA'o laudable an union may be added an irrccon- 
cileable hatred for the Pcifiaos ; which became a kind 
of nature in the Greeks, and was the moil difliuguifli- 
ing ch^ra^ter of that nation. " It was a capital crime, 
and puniftied with death, only to mention peace, or 

* Diod. I. xii. p* 7^ 76^ *" libc. io Tancgyr. p. 143. 
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Teucer of * Salamin, Who at hisTeturn from Troy built* 
tliis city, and gave it the name oi his country. His 
defcendants had reigned there from that time; but a 
ftranger of Phoenicia, having difpoffefTed the lawful 
king, had taken his place, and to maintain himfelf in 
the ufurpation, had filled the city with Barbarians, and 
fubjcQed the whole ifland to the king of Perfia. 

IJnder this tyrant. Evagoras was born, of whofe edu- 
cation great ^arc was tajvcn.. He was diftinguiflied 
amojigft the} oil th by the beauty of his afpett, the vigour 
of bus body, and more by the modcfty and innocence ol 
his manners t, which arc the great dl ornaments ol tliat 
age. As he advanced in years, the greateft virtues, 
valour, wifdom, and juftice, were obferved to brighten 
ki hiip> He afterwards'carried thefe virtues to fo con- 
^tcuous a height, as to give jealoufy to thbfe that 
governed; who perceived juftly that fo fhining a merit 
dould not contiinue in the obfcurity of a private con- 
dition; but his modefty,* probity, and integrity, re- 
^ffured them, and they repofed an entire tcbnftdence in 
}^m, to which he always«anfw.ered by .an inviolable 
fidelity, withoutevjer meditating their cxpuifionJfora 
the throne by violence or ineachcT}''/ '. . r ' / 

A more julUfiable'means cbndufcted him tiot it, Di- 
vine Providence, as Ifocrates fays,< preparing; the way 
for him. One of the principal citizens murdered il«i 
perfon upon the throne, and had contrived- to feizc 
£vagoras, and to ridhimfclfof him, in order to fecure 
the crown to fhimfelf; but thatj)rinc€ efcjtpiog hi^' 
purfuit rctired,/to Solos, a city»of Cilicia. His baniih- 
ment was fo far fr,6m abating his courage, tbatitguve 
him new vigour.: Attended only «with fifty foiloueu, 
determined like himfelf to conquer or die, he retunW 
to Salamin, and expelled the ufurper, though fuppou. 
ed by thd credit and proteftion of the king of Perfja. 
Having re-eflablifhed himfelf in Salamin, he foon ren- 
dered his little kingdom moft flour i filing, by hisappli- 

' * This Tcuccr was- of Salamin, a little iflapd hcdr Athens, ccUbri'A" 
te the £amous. battle audcr Xerxes. ' . ; 
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cation to the relief of his fubje£ls, and by protefiing 
them in all things; by governing, them with juftice 
and benevolence ; by making them aftive and labori- 
ous f by infpiring thqm with atafte for the cultivation 
of lands, the breeding of cattle^ commerce, and navi- 
gation. He formed them alfo for war, and made them 
excellent fpldiers. 

He was already very powerful, and had acquired 
great reputation, when Conon, the Athenian general, 
after his defeat at ^Egofpotamos, took refuge with him ; 
' not thinking it polTible to find a fafer afylum for hirn- 
felf, nor a more powerful fupportof his country. The 
refeihblance of their manners and fentiments foon 
made them contraft a ftrift amity with each other, 
which continued ever after, and proved equally advan- 
tageous to both. ^ Conon. was in great credit at the 
king of Perfia's court, which he employed with th?it 
prince, by the means of Cicfias the phyfician, to ac- 
commodate his diflferences with his hoft Evagoras, and 
happily effefted it. . 

Evagoras and Conon, with the great defign of fuh- 
vcrting, or at leaft reducing, the great power of Sparta, 
which had rendered itfelf formidable to all Greece, con- 
certed together the means forthe attainment of that end. 
They were both citizens of Athens i the latter by birth, 
and the other by right of adoption; which his great fer- 
vices and zeal tor that republic had deferved. ' The fa- 
traps of Afia faw with pain their country ravaged by the 
Lacedaemonians, ^and found themfelves in great difB- 
culties, from not being in a condition to make head 
again ft them. Evagoras remonftrated to them, that it 
was neceflary to attack the enemy as well by fea as 
land; and he did not contribute a little by his credit 
with the kiugof Perfiato Conon's being appointed ee- 
neral of his fleet. » The celebrated viftory over the La- 
cedaemonians at Cnidos was the confequence, and gave 
the mortal wound to that republic^ 

f i^. M, 3599. Ant. J. C. 405. Ifocrat. iii Eva^. p. 393—395. 
< A. M. 3605. Ant. J . C. 399. 'A.M. 3606, Ant.. J. C. 398. 

• A. M. 3610* Ant. J. C. 39^. 
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• •The Athenians in «icknmvledgm>!nt of the iw- 
?j>Ortant fervices Eva^t^ and Conon had tendered 
<hein with Artaxerxes, hefted ftatu^s in honour of 
ithem. 

* Evagoras, on hi« ' fiSe, extended his conn uefts from 
Jcity to cit)s endeavotirifng to make himfell mailer of 
•the whole ifland. The Cypriots had recourfe to the 
Iking of Perfia. That-pfrfncfe, alarmed by the rapid pro- 
^reis of Evagorasy of which he apprehended the eftfis, 
and confcious 0*" whit importancte it was to him to,prc- 
vent an ifland's "fallirig into the hands tff an enemy, fo 
•favourably fituated fm holding" Afia Minor in awe, 
•promifed them an immediate and powerful fupport, 
without declarirrg openly however-^ainftiEvagoras. 

* Being employed elfewhere by more important af- 
•fairs, he could not^keep hi« word with them fo foon as 

he expefied, ^nd had engaged. That war of Cyprus 
'<:ontinu^ fix yesfrs, ahd the fuccefs with which Eva- 
igoras fuppOrted it againft the great king, ought to have 
rljaniflied-^from the Greeks all terror of thePerfian name, 
-and united thefn againft the common enemy* It is tnid, 
the fuccours /ent by, Artaxerxes till then were little 
conf]derable»^s ibey alfo were the jtwo following years. 
vDuring air thttt time it was lefs areal.war, than a prepa- 
•ration foY.war: "^ but when he had difengaged bimfelf 
-from the. Greeks, he. applied to it vigoroufly, and at- 
rtackediEvagofas with all his forces. 

The arniy by land, commanded, by Orontes his fon* 
; in-law, confifted of three hundred tnoufand men, and 
*the fleet of three hundred galldys ;< of which Tirabafus, 
a Perfian of the higheft rank, and ^reat eft jeputationi 
'was admiral. Gaos, his fon-iri-law, commanacr under 
'him. Evagoras, onhisj fide, affembkd as manjr troops 
and (hips as he couUJ; but they were a handful incom- 

Srifon with the formidable preparation of the Pcrfians. 
e bad a fleet of only, fourfcore and ten gall^i ^^ 

« Paufan. 1. i. p. -5. -• Diod. I. xiv. p.S"* 

«'A.M.86;4. Ant. J. C. 390. .Ifocriit.in Parnc^. p. f J5» *3^ 
y A.-M-a^'tB* ABt.J. C. ^S6. .Dfod.l.xv.p.3»«-iai« . 
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>Is army fcsU'ce amounted to twenty thoufanS men* 

.As he had ahundance of light velTels, ne laid fnares fqr 

•thofethat carried the provifions of the*eaeiny«of whic^ 

.be funk agreat number, took many, and prevented the 

-reft frpm arriving ; which occaHoned a famiaeamon^ 

.thje Peicfians, attended with violent f^ditions, whiqh 

-could only be appealed by the coming of frefh convqy« 

from Cilicia. Evagoras ftrei^hencd his. fleet with fix- 

ty galleys, which he ,caufed to.be built, and fifty feqt 

him by Achoris JsLing of Egypt, with^U the money an4 

.corn he could have occa&on for. 

£vag0ras, wiih his land forces, ^attacked immediate^ 
.:a part of the en«n\y'sarmy> whichiwas foparate fro^^tl^ 
ireft, and entirely routed it. Thk ;fkft -action w^^fooa 
followed by another at fea, in which the Perfiaris4i^]gc 
worfted for fome time, till animated by the^^irarim f^« 
rproaobes and fempnftrances of their admicalythAy re« 
J^umed ciouraget and obtained a contpletorvifkonr* S^<m 
iamin was imm^tately befic^edbylea and lana. f£^va* 
tgoras,^ leaving the defence of the cjty to hisT<^niVthi|. 
igora^ quitt^jt in^the night with tefi.galleys, and (aiU 
icdfor JEigypt, to ei^age the king to»fiipport bim^vigq. 
.^oufly againft the common enen^y, ^He.did notjobtiaifi 
Jrom him all the.aidihe .expe£):^. fAt his ^return ,lic 
Jfound the city Hi^exceeding diitrefs; and-fif^ingbijii* 
.fclf without -reiource or hope, he-was qbliged to c.api* 
tuiate. The propQ{al$:mskde tOjhim were, tb^t he, (hcMi^ 
abandon all the cities, of Cypjms, ^xc^pt Sali^mi^ 
fwhere he fliould content himfelf to .reiga;'that he 
:fliould pay an annual tributototheJ&inff,aiid'Fe9iatn'i|t 
^obedience to him ^s a fervant to a maft^r. The ex|re« 
4nityrto which he was rejiuced obliged him to acc^fut 
.cthepther conditions, hard as tbey .were,) but he couI4 
-never refolve tocpmply with the! laft, and(p<9rfiAed;aI» 
Avays in declaring, that he could only treat lasra king 
Avith a king. Tiribafus, who ;€omt);ianided i^efiiege, 
:w Oil id. abate* nj9thing of bisor^t^tifions* 

Oroates, the oth^r generaU jealous^ofii^isccolleagufi'ii 
gloi;y,. had.writtcnjfecretly to ccMirt againft bifn, acca£* 
ing him,among^th$rthiiQgs,,42^£fQ(|Qi(ig defigns againft 
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tlie king, and firengthened his accufation from his con- 
tinuing to hold a I'ecret intelligence with the Lacedae- 
monians, and his manifeft endeavours to make the 
chiefs of the army his creatures, by the force of prc- 
fents, promifcs, and a complacency of manners not 
natural to him. Artaxerxes, upon thefe letters, believ- 
ed he had no time to lofe, and that it was neceffary to 
prevent a confpiracy ready to break out. He difpatch- 
ed orders imniediately to OronteSj to fei«e Tiribafus, 
and. fend him to court in chains, which was inilantly 
put in execution. Tiribafus, upon his arrival, demand- 
ed to be brought to trial in form ; that the heads of the 
accufation fhould be communicated to him, and the 
proofs and witneffes produced. The king, employed in 
other cares, had no leifure at that time to take cogni- 
zance of the affair. 

Orontcs, in the mean time, feeing that the befieged 
made a vigorous defence, and that the foldiers of the 
arniyi difcoritented with the removal of Tiribafus, 
quitted the fervice and refufed to obey him, was afraid 
affairs would take a bad turn with regard to him. *He 
therefore caufed Evagoras to be fpoke to underhand; 
the negociation was refumed, the offers made at firft 
by the latter wer« accepted, and the mortifying article, 
which had jpreveiited the conclufion of the treaty, re- 
treilched. The fiege was raifed in confequence. Eva- 
goras continued king of Salamin only, and engaged to 
pay an annual tribute. 

It a]ppears that this prince lived twelve or thirteen 
years aitier the conclufion of the treaty, for his death is 
-dated in the year of the world 3632. His old age was 
attended with a happinefs and tranquillity never inter- 
rupted with ficknefs or diiieafe, the ufual effeft of afo- 
ter and temperate life.. Nicocles, his eldeft fon, fuc» 
ceeded him, and inherited his virtues as well as throne. 
. He celebrated his funeral with the utmofl magnificence. 
/ The difcourfe, entitled Evagoras, compofed by Ifo- 
crates, to infpire the young king with the deure of 
treading in the fteps of his father, and from which I 

* A. M. 3619. Aot. J. C. 385«. 
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Bave cxtraSed the fubfequent eulogium, ferved for 
his funeral oration. He alfo addrefled another tra£i. 
to Nicocles, which bears his name, wherein he gives 
him admirable precepts for governing well. I ihall», 
perhaps, have occafion to fpeak further of them in the 
enfuing volume. 

Eulogy and CharaEler of Evagorau 

' Though Evagoras was only king of a little ilate,. 
Ifocrates, who was well able to judge of virtue and- 
merit, compares him with the moft powerful monarchs^, 
and propoles him as the perfetl model of a good king». 
convinced that not the extentof provinces, but extent- 
of mind and greatnefs of foul, conftitute great princes,. 
He does in efFefl point out to us many qualities truly- 
royal in him, and which ought to give us a very high. 
Idea of his merit. V 

Evagoraswas notof the numberof thofe princes who 
believe, that to reign, it is fuffici'eht to be of the blood 
royal, and that the birth which gives a right to the 
crown,' gives alfo the merit and qualities necefTary for 
wearing it with honour. He did not fancy, that it could 
be fuppofed as every other condition and flation of life 
made a kind of apprenticefliip ncceflary to its fuccefs, 
the art of reigning, the moft difHcult and Traportant of 
an, fliould require no pains and preparation for its at- 
tainment. He came into the world with the moft happy 
iifpofitions; a great fund of genius, an eafy conception, 
alively and inftant penetration, which nothing efcaped, 
a folidity of Judgment, that immediately refolved wha^ 
It was necellary to aft; qualities which might feem to 
difpenfe with all ftudy and application; and yet, as if 
he had been born without talents, and found himfelf 
obliged to fupply by ftudy what he might want by na- 
t^ire, he neglefted no means for the embellifhment of 
bis mind, and devoted a * conGderable part of his time 
m inftrufting himfelf,* in reflefting, meditating, and 
coafulting the judgment and merit of others. * ; 

■ Ifocrat. in Rvag. 
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tWien Eeafcendcd" the throne, his greateft catt ifti 
application vras to knoMr" mankiiHi, in which the ability 
4f a pTinc«».and of thofc who are at the head of affairs, 
principally c'onfifts. He had, no doubt, prepared him- 
fclf for that fcience by the ftudy of hiftory, which gives 
a kind.of anticipation of it, fupplies the pkce of expe* 
ciencey^and teaches us what the men are with whom we 
live, by what they have been in other iges. But we ftu- 
iy men quite differently in thcmfelves; by their itian- 
ifors^ characters, conduft, andafiions. The love of the 
«ommotlwealth rendered hirti attentive to all perfons 
who were capable of ferving or hurting it. He applied 
Simfelf to the difcovery of their moll fecret inclinations 
ind principles of aftion, and to the knowledge of their 
different talents and degrees pf capacity, in order to af- 
Ifgn each his proper polt, to beflow authority according 
to- merits wd to ra^ike iht private and pt?b^ go<>4 pf^i* 
Jftotc each other. He neither rewarded nor ptinilhedhis 
£iibje£ts, fays Ifocrates, from the report of Others; buf 
folely upon his own knowledge and experience of 
them ; and neither the virtues ofthe good, norths viccJ 
of the bad, efcaped his enquiry and penetration. 

He had one quality very feldom found in thofc who 
poffefs the fiift rank in authority, efpecially when they 
believe themfelves capable of governing alone: I mean 
a wonderful docility and attention to- tflie' fehfe of 
Others, which arofe tron^ a diffidence in hiii^ own abili- 
ties. With his great qualities, he did not f(6emt^have 
occafion for recoutfe to the counfcl of others, and ne^ 
Verthelefs made no refolution, and formed no entcr- 
xjrife, without having firft confulted the wife perfons 
ne had plated about him in his court; inflead of 
which, pride and prefumption, the latent poifons of 
lovereigri power, incline the greateft part of thofe who 
arrive at thrones, either to aik no counfel at all, or not 
to follow it when they do. 

Intent upon difcovering the excellent in every form 
of government aftd private condition of lift,4epropof- 
ed the uniting of aU their high qualities and great ad* 
vantages in. hitftfelf ;; alfeble aad populwr asia aref ub- 
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licsok date ;- grav^&and ferioasas in the* councils of the 
a^«d and the fenate; fteady amd deeifiv6 as. ipoaarch^- 
atter mature deiibecaiion^ a profound politician, b^r- 
the extent aad refliiude of his views;, an accompliflied 
warrior, from intrepid vatour in battle direfted by a^ 
wife moderation ; a good fettber, a good relation, a. 
good friend, and what crowns all his praife * in every 
circumilance of his charafter, always great, and always 
himfelf. 

He fupported his dfgnity and rank, not with an air 
of ofide and haughtinefs; but by a ferenity of afpeft,. 
and a mild and eafy majefty, refuhing' from innate vir- 
tue, and the evidence of a good confcience. He won* 
the hearts of his friends by his liberality, and conquer- 
ed Qthers by- a greatnefs of foul, to which they couW' 
not refufe theirefteem and admiration. 
* But what was moft royal in him, and attra^ed the 
entire confidence of his nibjefts, neiehbours, and even 
enemies,, was his fiacc<?ity, taith, an3 regard to all Ms 
eaga^ement^ ; and his hatred, op rather detefhition, f^r 
all difguifes, falfehood, and fraud. A (ingle word on 
bis fide had as much regard paid to it as the moft facred 
fsnit; and it was univerfally known, that nothing was 
capable of inducing him to violate it in the leaft cir«* 
cumftance whatfoever. 

It was by all thefe excellent qualities, that he effec* 
tually reformed the city of Salamm, and entirely chang- 
ed the face of its affairs in a very ihort time. He found 
it grofs, favage, and barbarous, without any tafte either 
for learning, commerce, or arms. What cannot a prince 
da who loves his people, and is beloved by them; wha 
believes himfelf great and powerful only to render 
them happy ; and knows how to fet a juft value upon,, 
and-do honour to, their labours, induftry, and merit of' 
every kind ? He had not been many years upon the* 
thjrone before arts, fciences, commerce, navigation^ 
and n»litary difcipline, were ieen to flourifli at Sala- 
mini infomuch that that city did not give place to the 
moft opulent of Greece* 
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Ifocrates often repeats, that in the praifes he gives 
Evagoras, of which I have only extrafted a part, far 
f lom exaggerating any thing, he always falls ftort of 
truth. To what can we attribute a reign fo wife» fo juft, 
fo moderate, fo cbnftantly employed in rendering his 
fubj efts happy, and in promoting the public good? 
The condition of Evagoras, before he came to govern, 
fcems to me to have contributed very much to it. The 
being born a prince, and the having never experienced 
any other condition but that of mafter and fovereign, 
ure, in my opinion, great obilacles to the knowledge 
and pra£li#eof the duties of that high ftation.» Evago- 
ras, who came into the world under a tyrant, had long- 
obeyed before he commanded. He had borne ina pri- 
vate and dependent life the yoke of an abfolute and def- 
potic power. He had feen himfelf expofed to envy and 
calumny, and had been in danger fof his merit and vir- 
tue. Such a prince had only to be told upon his afcend- 
ingthethrone,whatwasfdnJta^-gr-eat*emperor,**+You 
have nut always been what you now are. AdverfityAas 
prepared you to make a good ufe of power.* You have 
lived long amongft us, and like u^. You have befen in 
danger under bad princes. You have" trembled 'for 
yourfelf, and known by experience how virtue and in- 
nocence have been treated.*' What he had perfonally 
t'uilercd, what he had feared for hirafelf or others, what 
he had fccn unjull or unreafonable in the conduft of 
his predeceflbrs, had opened his eyes, and taught him- 
alj his duty. It fufHced to tell him, \yhat the emperor 
Galbatold Piib, when he adopted him his aflbciate in 
the empire, ** J Remember what you condemned or ap- 
plauded in princes, when you were a private man. You 
have only to confult the judgment you then paffed up-' 
on them, and to aft conformably to it, for your inftiuc- 
tion in the art of reigning well.** 

• Tiajan. 

+ Quam utile efi ad ufim, Jepivi4oruin per adverja venije! Vixifti nobi^v^, 
ptricLUitus <j, timuifli. Que twicerat inmcentium vita fits ^ f£ expethu eu. 
^Li M. in PaiM-gyr. 

X Utihj^mus aaidum ac breviffimus honarum ma/amvufue rerum deleBus, c^* 
tATt ^uidaiit noluerUfub aHoprincipe^ iaut v^iucru, Ta€xt. Hitt. 1. i. c. i& 
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Trial of Tiribasus. 

We have already faid, that Tiribafus, having been, 
accufed by Orontes of forming a confpiracy againft 
the king, had been fent to court in chains. Caos, ad-, 
miral of the fleet, who had married his daughter, ap- 
prehending that Artaxerxes would involve him in the, 
affair with his father-in-law, and caufe him to be put ^ 
to death upon mere fufpicion, conceived he had no, 
other means for his fecurity than an open revolt. Ht 
was very well beloved by the foldiers, and all the of- 
ficers of the fleet were particularly at his devotion. 
Without lofs of time he lent deputies to Achoris king, 
of Blgypt, and concluded a league with him againft tht>« 
king of Perfia. On another fide, he folicited the Lar 
cedaemonians warmly to come into that league, with 
affurances of making them matters of all Greece, and 
of eftablifhing univerfally their form of government ; 
at which they had long .feemed to afpire. They heark- 
ened favourably to thefe propofals, and embrpced with., 
joy this occafion of taking arms againft -^rtaxerxes};. 
the rather, becaufe'the peace they had- concluded with , 
him, by which they had given up the Greeks of Afia, 
had covered them with fhame, and filled them with 
remorfe. 

As foon as Artaxerxes had put an end to the war of . 
Cyprus*, he thought of concluding alfo the affair of 
Tiribafus. He was fo juft as to appoint for that pur- . 
pofe three comraiffioners, who were great lords of Per- . 
fia of diftinguiflied probity, and of the higheft reputa-. 
^ion in his court. The affair came to an examination, ' 
^d a hearing on both fides. For fo confiderable a' 
crimen as that of having confpifed againft the king's ' 
perfon, no other proofs were produced than the letter 
^ Orontes ; that is to fay, of a declared enemjr^ ftudi- 
^us to fupplant his rival. Orontes was in hopes, frQm 
liis credit at court, that the affair would not have been^ 

* Diodorus refers the decifioo of this affair; iij) ^ter the var witlv. 
the Cadttfiass^ of which wc ihall foon fpeak; this^£ecms^very impro- 
Mble, 
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difcufled in the ufual forms, and that upon the memo- 
rial fent by him, the accufed would have been co;i- 
demned without further examination. But thsLt was hot 
the cuftom with the Perfians. By an ancient e2abHfii>- 
fld regulation, to which atnongft other priviltge* fticy 
had a right by birth, no perfon was ever to be corideftin- 
«d, without being fif ft heard and confronted with hi» 
afccufers* This was granted to Tiribafus, whc aiifi^rer- 
4i to all the articles df the letter. As to his cohhivih<;ct 
il-ith Evagora^ the treaty itfelf concluded by O^onte^ 
wai his arpology ; as it Was abfolutely the fame that 
prince had propofed to him, except a condition, which 
'Would have done honour to his mafter.. Ai to hi5 in- 
tilligence with th^ Lacedremonians, the glortous treaty 
bs had made thcAi fign fufflciently eicj^laintetd,. Ivhttbcr 
Mi own, or th(i king's Jnterefts v^ere his mtjirves for it. 
H6 did not deny his credit in the army ; bait ajSprc- 
bended, it had not been long, a! crime to hi beloved b;^ 
the 6fRc6Ti and foldiers ;. and concluded his defence, in 
leprcfenting the long fervices he had rendered the king 
With inviolable fidenty ;. and efp^cially his gooi for- 
ttmctin having formerly faved his life, when be wai 
ktinting, and.in great danger of being devoured By two 
libti^* The threb commifliofters were unanimous in 
declaring Tiribafus innocent, . The king.reftor^d biiti 
to his lortner favoilt,,and juftly enraged at the black, 
dfefign of Orontes, \tl the ^h61e weigTit of^hijindigna- 
tfon.fall upon him.. A finglc Example of "^ this kind ^ 
againft intprniers convifted of falfehood. Would for 
ever fliat the do0r.ag?iinft calun^ny*. Hbw many inno- 
cents have.been deftroyed for want of t)bfer^ing this 
rlale, jvhich even the Pagans, confide^ed as the bafis of 
all juif ic0v and tie guardian of the public traAqwrllity ! 

Stti.y^^' TkeJExpedMipn o/Ar^axerxts ag^infiMi^ 
C^iujtansn Htfi^ry-&J I>^i^^i tht'£arian.- 
HEN.Ai-UxerMe^ hatideterminedihe Cyprian .> 
war, hcentered upon another againft .the Ga- 
iiO&mi% who, it \i probable had revolted, ^nd r^fed. 

^ Piat». ia AitAx.Ap. i as^i, ^os^h^ 
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to pay the miftomary tribute; for authors fay nothing: 
as to tlie occaiion oi this war. Thofe people inhabit- 
ed part of the mountains^ fituate between the Euxine 
and Cafpia'n fcas in the north of Media. The foil is 
there fo ungrateful, and fo Httie proper for cultivationi. 
that no corn is fowed upon it. The people fubfift aU 
moft entirely upon apples, pears, and other fruits of that 
kind. Inured from their infancy to a hard and laborious 
life, they lacked upon dangers and fatigues as nothing ;. 
and for that reafon made excellent foldicrs. The king . 
starched againft them in pcrfon at the head of an army 
of three hundred thoufand foot, and ten tboufand horfe# • 
Tiribafus wa» wiih him in this expedition. 

Artaxeixes had not advanced far into the coutitry,. . 
when his army fufiere'd greatly by famine* The troops > 
could find nothing i& fiiblift upon, and it was impoili^ 
ble to brif^ provifions from other placesr the ways be* 
ing difficult and impraidicaibk. The whole camp were * 
reduced to est their carriage beafts; which foon became 
ix> fcarce, tisat an afs's bead was ralued at lixty draclu 
nias*; and was very bard to be ^got at that price* The 
king's table itfelf began to fall ihort, and only a fenir- 
horfes remained,the rcift faavingbeen entirely confumedi 
In this Tnelancholy c<onjuncl:ure, Tiribafus contrive 
^ a ftralagem which faved the ki ng^and army. TbeCa*> 
du&ans had two kinrswi^ were encamped Separately • 
^h their troops^ Tiribafus, who took cafe to be in- 
fi^rmed of kll that {^a1ied» had been ap(prii&ed^.thatthere^ - 
v^as fotne imfun^rftanding between them, and that • 
tlwr jeakmiy <rf each other prevented their afting in i 
concert, as they ought to ha?ve<lonc« After having conw - 
WJttnioaied his defign to Anax«r?pe«, he went himfelf '- 
*0'6fteo4 the 'kingsiAftd diipatclicd bis fon to the other- . 
I^y «ach ol'tliete iniott-tned the king to whdm^ thcv^ 
^M^ed, ^lattiheotiier had fent ambffadcrrstotreatwfth^ 
An8E?£erxe6 privately, and ^viCed tliiim to lofe no time,:: 
h«itt« fl»ake hii peace^dire(i^ly, in order that the con- 
.<>i 4t mighi be tflie more advantageous; promif. 
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ing to affift tliem with their whole credit. The fraud* 
fucceeded. The • Pagans thought it no crime to ufe 
it with enemies. Amlbalfadors fet out from both par- 
tics with Tiribafus and his fon in their company. 

As this double negociation laAed fon^e time, Artax- 
erxes began to fufpe£l Tiribafus ; and his enemies 
taking that opportunity, forgot nothing to his prejudice 
that might ruin him in the king's opinion. That prince 
already repented the confidence he had repofed in him, 
and thereby gave room for thofe who envied him, to 
vent their calumnies and inveftives. Upon what does 
the fortune of the moft faithful fubjefls depend with a 
credulous and fufpicious prince ! Whilft this paffcd,' 
arrived Tiribafus on his fidcr and his fon on the other, 
each with ambafladors from the Cadufians. The treaty 
being concluded with both parties, and the peace 
made, Tiribafus became more powerful than ever in 
his mailer's favour, and returned with him. 

The king's behaviour in this march was much ad. 
inired. Neither tire gold with which he was covered, 
his purple robes, nor the jewels that glittered all over 
him, and were worth fix-andrthirty millions of livrest; 
prevented his having an equal fliare in the whole fa^ 
tigue with the meaijeft foldier. He was feen with his 
quiver at his back, and his (hield on his arm, to dif- 
tnount from his horfe, and march foremoft in thofe 
rugged and difficult countries. The foldiers obfov- 
ing his patience and fortitude, andanimated by bis ex- 
ample, became fo light, that they feemed rathef to fly 
than walk. At length he arrived at one of his palaces, 
where the gardens were in admirable order, and there 
was a park of great extent and well-planted, which was 
the more furprifinff as the whole country about-itwas 
entirely naked, and bore no kind of trees. As it was 
the depth of winter, and exceffive cold, he gaye the 
foldiers permiffion to cut down the wood in this park, 
without excepting the fineft trees, either pines or cy- 
preffes. But the foldiers not being able to refolvc to 

* Dolus i an virtus^ quis in hffie r^quirat 9 Vi kg i L. 
+ Twelve thoufand talents. 

fell 


PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. ItSgf 

fell timber of fuch exceeding beauty and ftatelinefs, 
the king took an ax, and began by cutting tbe finell 
and largeft tree hlmfelf ; after which the troops fpared 
none, cut down all the wood they wanted, and kindled 
as many fires as were neceflary to their pafling the night 
without any inconvenience. When we refleft how. 
much value great perfons generally fet upon their gar- 
dens and houfes oi pleafure, we mufl confefs Artax- 
erxes's generofity in making this facrifice, which ar- 
gued a very laudable goodnefs of heart, and a fenfibi- 
lity for the diftreffes and fufferings of his foidiers. But 
he did not always fupport that chara3er. 

The king had loft in this enterprife a great number 
of his heft troops, and almoft all his horfes : and as he 
im^ined that he was defpifed upon that account.and 
the ill fuccefs of his expedition, he became very much 
out of humour with the grandees of his court, and put 
to death a great number of them in the emotions of his 
wrath, and more out of diftruft, and the fear of their 
attempting fomething againft him. For fear in a fuf- 
picious prince is a very deftruftive and bloody paf* 
fion; whereas true courage is gentle, humane, and 
averfe to all jealoufy and iufpicion. 

* One of the principal officers that pcrilhcd ii^this 
expedition againft the Cadufians was Camifares, by na« 
tion a Carian, and governor of Leuco-Syria, a province 
inclofed between Cilicia and Cappadocia. His fon Da-, 
tames fucceeded him in that government, which was 
given him in confideration of the good fervices he had 
alfo.rendered the king in the fame expedition. He was. 
the greateft captain of his time; and Cornelius Nepos, 
Viho has giveri us his life, does not prefer Amilcar and 
Hannibal to him amongft the Barbarians. It appears 
from hi$ hiftory of it, that no one ever excelled him in 
boldnefs, valour^ and ability, in inventing fchemes and 
ftratagems, in aftivity in the execution of his dcfigns, 
in prefence of mind to refolve in the heat of aftiqn, 
*nd to find refourc.es upon the moft defperate ocxrai 
fions ; in a word, in every^ thing that regards military 

• Corn. Nrp. in vit» Dat^mii^ 

knowledge. 
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knowledge. Il (ecras ibat nothing wai wandog to kit 
iMving acquired a more illuilrious name, tban a nobU 
theatre, and more exalted occafions ; and perhaps aa 
hifiorian to have given a more extenfive narration of 
his exploits. For Cornelius Nepos, according to bkn 
general plan, could not relate them hot in a very fuc» 
cin€i manner. 

He began to diftinguifli himielf particularly hy tbt 
execution of a commiffion that was gi ven^ him to rcmice 
Thyus, a very powerful prince,, am gotvemov of Pa« 
phia^onia^ who had revolted agiupft the king. As he 
was bis near relation^ he thought it incmnhenc oo him 
at firA to try the asethods of lenity and recencctlMtion, 
which almoll coft him his life* through the treacbery 
of Thyus, by the arohikicades be hand laid for him. 
Having efcapod fo great a danger, he auacked him with 
open K>rce; though he faw himfelf abandoned by 
Ariobarxanes, fattapof Lydia,Jonia, aod adl Fhrygiat 
whom jealoufy pfevented from giving him aid. He 
took his enemy prifoncr, with his wife and chiidien ; . 
and knowing with what J0y the king w^oold receive tiw 
liews, be endeav^Huned to make it the more fternfibleby 
the pleafure of a furprife. He fel out with his iUui* 
tffious prifoner,: without giting tbo: court suiy advice, 
and made great marches* to prevoit iu being knovra- 
from rumour before bis arrival.. . When be came to ' 
SiVfa, be equipped. Thyus in a very.fingi|lac. nunms* 
He was amao of a vsery tall ftature, ot a botf^dand 
terrible afpefi, a black comp|exioii, wkh the hair tef fail 
head and beard very kmg. He drel&d him iit a mag» 
nificeiit habity pm a coHar and bracelets of goM^oul 
his neckaitfd flrtm* and added to this equipage ali Che- 
^mamenCs of a kiag,;as he was in vflfofi. fer hiffifcK» 
im the gix^s habit erf a f^aStMr A»d olad Hkk -a homer, 
he led Thyiis upon the left ia.a loafli, like a wild besk 
that hod ht€m ukcn im the toils. . The nov^y of dte 
ifight drew the whok city after it, but nobody w«s fo 
much furprifed aHid pleafed asthe.king^^xivlicn be fs^ 
them aj^roach in that pleafant mafijuarade. .The rtM^ 
lion of^a prince, very fP'^^'^uiia bis eountry, had given 

Artaxerxes 


Artft^efkes gr^At and Juft alarm, and he did not expefl 
to have fech hitn fo foon ill his hand^. So fadden aad 
fucceftful an ^xcution ga^e hitn a highet* opinieA 
than ev^t" of the mferif of Datames. 

To exprefs his fenfe of it*, ht gave hint aA equal 
ffiarc in the command of thfe army, deftined againft 
Egypt, wifli Pharnabafus and Tithrauftes, the tvrt) pHn- 
cipai p^rfon^ iii the itate, and ev<iti appoiMed him ge* 
ncril iii chief, Whfth he recalled Pharnab^fcift. 

When he was upon thfe point of fettirtg out for that 

e^p^dif ion, Artaxef xes 6td*dred him to march direftly 

againft Afpii, who had made the country r<vdh, Which 

he cdmmanded irif the neighbourhood of Cappadocia. 

Thd coin AiHSo A #'as li'ttlen»{k*rtftiil for ail officer who» 

had been appointed general, and befides very danger* 

0U8, becAtife it ^as hee'^flkty t6 go i^^ qiieft of the erte. 

xAy iAto a tery t^eihbffe feouhtry* The king fobft per-' 

ctivedhis eirror, and counterttA*ided him : but Data^^ 

lAei had fet out dii^efMy with 4 han^dful of aieii, and 

marched mglrt and day ; juAgirig that diligence, witk« 

out a great tmrtibeE of tfoop&i w»s all that Was hecef-' 

fairy to furprif6 and Valhejaifti the eilerity. lihappened 

acccrdinff to his e'xptfftatfon, atid tli^ couriers dif* 

patched' fy the king, rhet Afpis in cb^ns oft the road 

toSufa. 

Nothing was talk^t! of at thfe court b»t Datanuss. Pt* 
was not known \^hich lo admire moft, hifs r^atdy obeiii- 
^nce, his Wife and enterptifing bVaV'ery, oif his extraor- 
dinary fuccefs. So glOribtfs a re{)utatio« gave oflfertcfe - 
to the courtiers ift fiow^r. Enemies ift f^cret-to each*. 
other, and divided by * cMittartety of iftferefts, and t 
compelitioh irt their ptetenff^^, th^y mtfiti together^ 
againft a ftrp^rioTirtdrit which iteproach^d their defeft*^,t. 
and vsr^tk thei^fore a crime tn their ^ec^ati()ft.. They> 
coufpired to ruin him in the king'^s opinion, and fuc-~ 
ceeded but too well. As they beUeged him perpetual- , 
ly; and te wki not tip-6n his gt?atd agalrift^jpetftirns who- 
appeared fo well a#e6led to nis fervice, they iiifpired-^ 
Mm withjeaJottfyisnd fufpiciofi id tht prejuaice0f.the.t 
tteft zt^ods. and fMOxA of. kii oflfeei^* - 
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An intiraate friend of Datames, who held one of the? 
higheil pofts at court » apprized him of what paffed, and 
of the confpiracy which had heen formed againft him, 
and had already funk his credit confiderably with the 
king. * He reprefented to him, that if the Egyptian 
expedition, with which he was charged, (hould take a 
bad turn, be would find himfelf expofed to great dan- 
gers : that it was the cuftom with kings to attribute good 
lucceffes to themfelves and their aufpicious fortune 
only, and to impute the bad to the faults of their gene- 
rals, for which tliey were refponfible at the peril of^ 
their heads : that he ran the greater rifle, as all that were 
about the king's perfon, and had any afcendant oyer 
him, were his declared enemies, and had fworn his de- 
ftru£lion. 

Upon this advice, Datames refolved to quit theking's 
fervice, though without doing any thing hitherto con- 
trary to the fidelity he owed him. He leit the command 
of the army to Mandrocles of Magnefia, departed with 
Iiis own troops for Cappadocia, feized Paphlagonia, 
which joined it, allied himfelf fecretly with Ariobarza- 
nes, raifed troops, took pofleOion of fortrefTes, and put 
good garrifons in them. He received advice, that the 
Pifidians were arming againft him. He did not wait 
their coming on, but made his army march thither un- 
der ^he conimand of his youngeft fon, who had the 
misfortune to be killed in a battle. However lively. 
his aiSi6lion might be upon that occafion, he-conceal- 
cd his death, leu the ba4 news fhould difcourage his 
troops. When he approached near the enemy, his firft 
care wa? to take poffeflion of an advantageous poft-, 
* Mithrobarzanes,, his father-in-law^ who commanded 
the horfe, believing his fon entirely ruined, determined 
to go over to the enemy. Datames, withOyt concern ; 

*I>iod. I. XV. p. 39^, • 

,♦ Locti turn mgnofore in pen'culo, fyuid, Wo imperantf, in Airypto tiotrjt 
•aidipL Namque emm ejfc confuetudinem ugum, u/ Cafus advcrfis hominik^ 
tribuMtt^fecundosfortuncefuct; quojaciiefcri, ut impeikntur Md €arum fferti' 
4itm, fumn duOu us male gtfia nunticntur. Ilium hoc majortfore in dipt' 
mnt, qu4d^ ^mbus ru mximc Q^diat, tos hdc$i iaimiffim^^ Co jik. wU. 

OX 
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or emotion, caufed a rumour to be fpread throughout 
the armv, that it was only a feitit concerted between 
him ana his father-in-law^nd followed hira clofe, as 
if he defigned to put his troops into a difpofition for 
charging the enemy in two different attacks. The 
ftratagem had all the fuccefs he expefted from it. 
When they joined battle, Mithrobarzanes was treated 
as an enemy on both fides, and cut to pieces with his 
trr ft^ The army of the Pifidians was put to flight, 
and left' Datames. matter of the field, and of all the rich; 
booty found in the camp of the conquered. 

Datames had not tiH then declared openly againft the 
king, the aftions we have related being only againft go- 
vernors, with whom he might have particular differ- 
ences, which we have obferved before was common 
enough. Hisowneldell fon, called Scifmas, made him- 
felf his accufer, and difcovered his whole defigns to the 
king. Artaxerxes was highly apprehenfive of the con- 
sequence. He knew all the merit of this new enemy, 
and that he did not engage in any enterprife, without 
having maturely confidered all its confequences, and 
t^ken the ncccffarv nacafures to.fefiUI^ i?s fuccefs; and 
that hitherto the execution, had always anfwered tne- 
wifdom of his projcfts. He fent an army againft him. 
into Cappadocia of almoft two hundred thou fand men, 
oi which twenty thoufand were horfe, all commanded 
by Autophradates. The troops of Datames did not 
amount to the twentieth part of the king's ; fo that he . 
had no refource but in liimfelf, the valour of his fol- 
diers, and the happy fitiiation of the poft he had chofen.. 
For in that conlmed his chief excellence; never cap- 
tain having better known how to take his advantages. . 
and choofe his ground, when he was to dra\^L up au 
army in battle. 

His poft, as I have obferved, was infinitely fuperior . 
to that of the enemy. He had pitched upon a fituation,, ^ 
where they Gould yiot furround him; where, upon iiio. \ 
leaft movement they made they could come, to blows 
^ith them with very confiderable advantage; and 
where, had they refolved to fight, their odds m number 

would 
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would have been abfolutely ufeleft to them.. Auto* 
phradates well knew, that acc(5rding to all the rules of> 
war, he ought not to hazard a battle in fuch a conjunc* 
ture : but he obferved at the fame time, that it wa* 
much to his diflionour, with fo numerous an army ta 
make choice of a retreat, or to continue any longer ii^ 
inafiion belofe a handful of enemies. He therefore 
gave the fignal. The firft attack was rude ; but the 
troops of Autophradates foon eave way and were en* 
tircly routed. The vi£lor puriued them for fome timor 
with great flaughter. There were only a thoufand) 
Hien killed on the fide of Datames. 

Several battles, or rather fkirmilies, were fought af* 
terwards, in which the latter was always viftorious; 
becaufe, perfeftly knowing the country, andfuceeed* 
ing efpecially in the flratagem^ of war» he €dway s polled 
himfelf advantageouily, and engaged the enemy in dif- 
ficult ground, from whence they could not extricate 
themfeives without lofs, Autophradates feeiBg.all hi9 
endeavours ineifedual^ and hi^ fupplies entirely ex« 
liauHed, and defpairing of ever being able to fubje&by 
force fo artful and valiant aa JCIll^2iy^Ktr£iUd-i2.2iJk 
e^hl^ttodation, and> propofed to him the being reftored 
to the king's favour upon honourable conditions. 
Datames was not ignorant that there was little fecnrity 
for him in fuch a choice, becaufe princes are feldoia 
reconciled in earneft with a fubje£l who has failed in 
his obedience, and to whom they fee themielves in 
fome fort obliged to fubmit. However, as only defpair 
had hurried them into the revolt, and he had always re- 
tained at heart the fentiments of zeal and afie£lion for 
hisrprince,he accepted the offers with joy, which would 
put an end to the violent condition his misfortune had 
engaged him in, and afforded him the means of return^ 
ing to his duty, and of employing his talents foi; the 
fcrvice of the prince to whom they were due.. He pro-* 
mifed to fend deputies to the king; upon which en- 
fued a ceffation of arnjis, and Autophradates retired 
into Pbrygia, which was his governmei^. 

Dataaies 
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Datames was not deceived. Artaxerxcs, furioufly* 
tfnraffed algainft him, had changed the efteem and affec-- 
tion he formerly profeffed for him, into an implacable 
hatreds Finding hirafelf incapable of conquering hiitr 
by the force of arms, he was not afhamed to employ ar-^ 
tifice and treachery; means unworthy every man 06 
honour, and how much more fo of a prince ! He hired 
feveral murderers to aflaffinaie him ; but Datames was. 
fo happy as to efcape their am bufcades. At length 
Mithridates, the fon of Ariobarzanes, to whom, the king 
had made magnificent promifes, if he could deliver him 
from fo formidable an enemy, having infinuated him- 
fclf into his friendfliip, and having long treated him 
with all the marks of the moft entire fidelity to acquire 
his confidence, took the advantage of a favourable op* 
portunity, when he was alone, and ftabbed him with hit 
fword, before he was in a condition to defend himfelf* 

Thus * fell this great captain in the fnares of a pre- 
tended friendlhip, who had always thought it his ho- 
Aoufto obferve the moft inviolable fidelity, in regard 
to thofe with Whom he lud an^ engagements. Happy^ 
had he always piqued himfelf atfo upon being aii faith- 
ful a fubjeft as he was a true friend; andiFhehad not^ 
in the latt«r part of his life, fuHieA the luftre of hi^ 
heroic qualities, by the ill ufe hef made of them ;« whkli 
neitheif the fear 01 difgrace; the injufliceof thofe who 
envied him, the irtgratittide of his maftfer fof tike fer^ 
Vices he had rendered him, nor t any other pretext 
could fufficiently Authorize. 

I am furprifed that, comparable as he was to the 
gre^teft perions of antiquity, he has remained in a mkh* 
Jicr buried in filence and oblivion. His great adiohs 

. ^fA vir^ qui mdtos confiluf^ nemincm fcrMia tefiraff JmulaU t^hts 9V 
^tcitia. CotN. Nsp. 

. i This dofirine of Mr. RolUn'l may do very weU ift France, wlMrA 
H'^pHeit ohedicoce to tbe grand monarch ia the law of the laiid; bu( 
It hat too much of that axploded abfurdity, paflive obedience (found* 
^^ in an erroneous acceptation of religion) to be admitted in a free 
*^tibii; where, by the maxima df the law^ and the confHtution of th^ 
fovBrnraent, the fubje^l in many inftances is difpcnfed from his obe« 
5^aiice, aad nyay defend himfeU [even in arms) againlt his prince^ vie* 
w cafci 9f lifc aad liberty. 

ai;id 
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and exploits axe however worthy of being preferved in 
hiftory* For it is in fuch fmall bodies of troops as, 
thofe of Datames, that the whol^ foul is exerted, in 
which the higheft prudence is fliown, in which chance 
has no (hare, and the abilities of a general appear in 
in their full light. 


CHAP. IV. 

Hijlory of Socrates abridged* 

AS the death of Socrates is one of the mofl confi- 
derable events of antiquity, I thought it incum* 
bent on me to treat that fubjeft with all the extent it 
deferves. In this view I mall premife fome things 
which are necefl'ary to the reader's having a juft idea 
of this prince of the philofophers. 

Two authors wilLfupply me principally with what 
I have to fay upon this fubjieft, Plato and Xenophon, 
both difciples of Socrates. It is to them pofterity is 
indebted lor many of his difcourfes (*that philofopher 
having left nothing in writing) and for an ample ac- 
count of all the circumftances of his condemnation and 
death. Plato was an eye*witnefs of the whole, and re- 
lates, in his Apology, the manner of Socrates's accufa- 
tion and defence; in his Criton, his refufal \o make his 
efcape out of prifon; in his Phaedon, his admirable dif- 
courfe upon the Immortality of the Soul, which was 
immediately followed by his death. Xenophon was 
ab/ent at that time, and upon his return, alter the expe- 
dition of young Cyrus againll his brother Artaxerxes: 
fo'that he wrote his Apology of Socrates only upon the 
report of others, but his acHons and difcourfes, in W^ 
four books of memorable things, he repeats from his 
own knowledge. . Diogenes Laertius has given us the 
life of Socrates, biit in a very dry and abridged manner* 

• Socratesy cujus ingenium vnriofquefervwnes immortalitati fcript'is JuU f^^ 
trcuiiHit, liicram nitllam rcHquU. Cic. tie Ofat» 1. iii. n. 57, • 

Sect* 
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Sect. I. Birth of SocraUs-. He applies at firji to 

Sculpture.^ then to the Study of the Sciences: his 

wonderful Progrefs in thern,' His Tajle for moral 

Philo/ophy, His Manner of livings and Suffering's 

from the ill-humour of his Wife, 

« QOCRATES was born at Athens in the fourth year 
l3 of the feventy-feventh Olympiad. His father 
Sophronifcus was a fculptor, and his mother Phanarete 
a midwife. Hence we may obferve, that meannefs of 
birth is no obftacle to true merit, in which alone folid 
glory and real nobility confifl. It appears from the 
comparifons Socrates often ufed in his difcourfes, that 
he was neither afliamed of his father's or mother's pro- 
feifion. ' He was furprifed that a fculptor fliould em- 
ploy his whole attention to mould an infenfible ftone 
into the likenefs of a man, and that a man fhould tate 
fo little pains not to refemble an infenfible ftone. < He 
would often fay, that he exercifed the funftioh of a 
midwife with regard to the mind, in making it bring 
forth all its thoughts, which was indeed the peculiar 
talent of Socrates. He treated fubjefts in fo fimple, 
natural, and pure an order, that he made thofe with 
whom he difputed fay what he would, and find anan- 
fwer themfelves to all the queftions he propofed ta 
them. He at firfl learned his father's trade, in which 
he made himfelf very expert. ^ In the time of Paufa. 
nias, there was a Mercury and the Graces to be feen at 
Athens of his workmanfhip; and it is to be prefumed 
thefe ftatues would not have found place amongft thofc 
of the greateft matters in the art, if they had not been 
thought, worthy of it. > 

' Criton is reported to have taken him out of.his fa- 
ther's fhop, from the admiration of his fine genius, and 
the opinion that it was inconfiftent for a young man, 
capable of the greateft things, to continue perpetually 
einployed upon fione with a chifel in his hand. He 

• A. M. 3533. Ant. J. C« 471. Diog Laert. in Socrat. p. tott« 
;' Ibid..p.. Ato. K Plat. inTheatet. p. 149, &c. 

'^ Pauf« 1. ix. p. ^9^6. ^ Diog. p. lei. / 

was 
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vas the difciple of Archelaus, who conceived a gre^t 

afie6lion for him. Archelaus had been pupil to Ahax- 

agoras, a very celebrated philofopher. His firft ftudy 

was phyfics, the work* of nature, and the raavemcnt of 

the heavens, ftars, and planets ; according to the cu^om 

of thofe times, wherein only that part of philofophy 

^wes l^nown, and Xenophon ^ afTuFes us of his beii^ 

"Very learned in it. JBut *.after having found by his 

lown 'experience, how difficult, abftrufe,: intricate, and 

at the:£aime tin^ liow little ufeful-that kind tifl^rniqg 

was to the generality uf mankind, he was the firft, ac- 

• cording to Cicero, who conceived the:thoiight of brii^- 

:'}X\g down philofophy. from heaven toplaee it.in cities, 

jLtkd introduce it into private; houfes ; bumaniasiog it, to 

.tife that exprei&on, and rendering it <sm>re familiar, 

-more ufeful in common life,.tnore within the reach of 

manfs ca}»city, and:appiytng it folely.to whatdsight 

'make them more rational, iuft, and virtuous. *He 

found there was a kind of folly indevoting thewkoie 

-vivacity of his mind, and employing all his'timein 

-rcnquines merely curious, involved m impenetrable 

.darkne&, and abfolutely incapable. of contributing.to 

ihuman happinefs; whilft be negle£led to inform bim- 

.felf in thesOrdinary duties of lite, and in learning wbat 

CIS conformable,* or Qppo(ite,to piety, jufiiccyand-pro- 

(bity: in what fortitude, temperance, and wifdom con- 

.fift ; what is the end of all government, what the rules 

of it, and what qualities are neceflkry for comniand* 

iii^ and ruling well. We (hall fee in the fequel the 

ru^ he made of this ftudy. 

It was.fo far from preventingihim to.drfclwrge the 
duties of a good citizen, that it was the means, of mak- 

•^ Lib. iv. MctRorab. b. 710. * Xenoph. Mcmorab* 1. i.-p. 710* 

* Soerates primus phiioJbphiMm devtctmt ■ e i-ah, et in vrhiims €9llecaxiiU <f ^ 
imfis ctitm intr^duxit, a taegitde vita U morikmt rdifufqtu ^pisctmtki 
^fHixrcre, Cxc. Tufc/ Quactt. J. v.. n. xo.' 

Socrates mihi lAdttuft id quod conftat inter omnes, primus a rehus occulds; rt 
'^vh^ipfavtatura invoiutiSi in quihtts emnes ante nm pkHofopki oceitpafi fnerm^U 
avocaviji philofophianty et ad vitam cemmunem adduxiffe ; ut de virtutihs <t 
vitHs^. pmmnofue.de bonis rebus et nudis quttreiet: caj&ioitmlMifvelpfondtje 
a nqflra. cognttionesctnfiret^ vel h maxime cognita ejlent,inikii $ame» id ^*« 
vivendumipnfern* XiG. Maa, Qufctt, 1, 1. n..i^. 

. ing 
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king him the more obfervant of them. He bore arms, 
^s did all the jpeople of Athens ; but with more pure 
•and elevated motives. He made many campaigns, was 
prefent in many a£bions, and always diftingu<(bed him-* 
ielf by his valour and fortitude. He was leen, towards 
"the end of his life, giving in the fenate, of which he 
':was a member, the moil Inining proofs of his zeal for 
juftice, without being intimidated by the greatell pre* 
•fent dangors. 

Hehadaccuftomed himfelf early to^ fober, fcvere, 

daborious Irfe; without "M^hich it feldom happens, ibat 

-men -are capable of difchargrng the greateft part of the 

'duties cfi'gocfd citizens. It is difficult to carry the con- 

*tenipt <rf riches and the love of poverty farther than he 

did. «* He looked upon it as a divine perfeftion to be 

in Mrant of nothing; and believed, the lefs we are con* 

Rented with, the nearer we approach to the Divinity. 

^Seeing the *pomp and fhbw difplayed by luxury in 

<;ertain ceremonies, and the infinite quantity of gold 

-and fiiver ^ployed in them: *• How many things," 

iaid he, congratuktin^ himfelf on his condition, " do 

^I not want.*' Quanits non fgeo ! 

'^ His father left him fourfcore minaef^ that is to fay, 

*four thoufand livres, which he lent to one of his friends 

who had occafion for that fum. But the affairs of that 

friend having taken an ill turn, he loft the whole, atid 

fufFered that misfortune with fuch indifference and 

^tranquillity, that he did not fo much as complain of it. 

• We find in Xenophon's CEconomics, that his whole 

* eftate antounted to no more than five minac, or two bun- 
ded and fifty -livres. The richeft perfons of Athens 
were his friends, who could never prevail upon him to 
accept any (bare of their wealth. Whenhe was in want 

•of any thing, he was not afliaraed to declare it : '* + If I 

" XenophvMemorab. 1. i. p. 731. 
' '« Liten. in Apolog. 5ocrat p. 640. ° Xcnoph. CEcbn. p. 1322. 

* Socrates iri'pdmpa, cum magna vis auri argenti^ut firr'tur: Quam fnidt4 
*n0m d^ro,tinfuit! Cic. Twlc. Quarft. 1« v. 

f Socrates afnicis Midkntibus : Emiflfiem^ inqnitt palHuip, iljaiHttmos ha* 
•berein. Neminem'^opqfdti otintes.admmuit, A qm accipertt^ ambitus fuit"^ 
FqJI hoc qmfquis prifpfravtrttt fcro iatijam Sccratixlejuit, $&n kc. de fienef. 
1. 'vii.c. 14. 
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lud money," faid he one day in an aflembly of his 
friends, •* I fliould buy me a cloak.'* He did not ad- 

.djefs himfelf to any body in particular, but contented 

.himfelf with that general information.* His difciples 
contended for the honour of making him this fmall 
prefent; which was being too flow, fays Seneca; their 
own obfervation ought to have prevented both the 
want and the demand. 

He generouflv refufed the offers and prefents of Ar- 
<;helaus, king of Macedonia, who was defirous of hav- 
ing him at his court; adding, *• that he could not goto 
a man who could give him more than it was in his 
power to return." Another philofopher does not ap- 
prove this anfwer. ' " Was it making a prince a fmail 
return, * fays Seneca, " to- undeceive him in his falfe 
ideas of grandeur and magnificence; to infpire him 
with a contempt for riches; to fliow him the right ufe 
of them ; to. inftruG him in the great art of xeigning^; 
in a word, to teach him how to live and how to die? 

'But," continues Seneca, " the true reafon which pre- 
vented his going to the court of that prince, was, that 
he did not think it confiftent for him to feek a volun- 
tary fervitude, whofe liberty a frefe city could not 
fuffer him to enjoy." Noluit ire nd voluniariam 

JervituUm is cujus lib^rtatem civitas libera fern non 
potuit^. 

^ The peculiar aufterity of his life did not render him 
gloomy and morofe, as was common enough with the 
philofophers of thofe times. ' In company and con- 
verfation he was always gay and facetious, and the folc 

joy and fpirit of the entertainment. Though he was 
very poor, he piqued himfelf upon the neatnefs of hi« 
perfon and ho ufe, and could not fuffer the ridiculous 
affeftation of Antifthenes, who always wore dirty and 
ragged clothes. He told him once, that through the 
holes in his cloak,, and the reft oT his tatters, abundance 
of vanity might be difcerned. 

One of the moft dittinguifliing qualities of Socrates 

1 Scaec. de Bencf. 1. v. c. 6. _ < Xenoph. in conviv. 

» ^lian. 1. iv. c. II. &"l. ix, c. 35. 

X "was 
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was a tranquillity of foul, that no accident, nolofs, no 
injury, no ill treatment, could ever alter. Some have 
believed, that he was by nature hafiy and paflionate, 
and that the moderation to which he attained was the 
efFefl of his refle£lions and endeavours to fubdue and 
corre6l himfelf; which would ftill add to his merit. 
• Seneca tells us, that he had defired his friends to ap- 
prize him whenever they faw him ready. to fall into a 
paffion, and that he had given them.that privilege over 
him, which he took himfelf with them. * Indeed the 
befl time to call in aid again (I rage and anger, that have 
fo violent and fudden a power over us, is when we are. 
yet ourfelves, and in cool blood. -At the firft (ignal, 
the leaft animadverfion^ he either fottened his tone, or 
was filent. Finding himfelf in great emotion againil a- 
flave, *' I would beat you," fays he, " if I were not 
a.ngry : * Qo^dercm te, niji irajctttr. Having received 
a boi^on the ear, he contented himfelf with only fay- 
ing, with a fmile, '^''Tis a misfortune not to know 
when to put on an helmet." 

Without going out oT his own houfe,he found enough 
to exercife his patience in all its extent. Xantippe, his 
wife, put it to the fevereft proofs by her^ capricious, 
paflionate, violent difpofition. It feems, before he took 
her for his companion, that he was not ignprant of her 
charafter ; and he fays himfelf in Xenophon '', that he 
had exprefsly chofen her, from the conviftion that if 
he fliould be capable of bearing her infults, there would 
be nobody, though ever fo difficult to endure, with 
whom he could not live. Never was woman of fo 
violent and fantaftical a fpirit, and fo bad a temper. 
There was no kind of abufe, or injurious treatment, 
which he had not to experience from her. She would 
fometimes be tranfported with fuch an excefs of rage, 
as to tear off his cloak in the open ftreet; vand even 
one day, after having vented all the reproaches her fury 

»Senec. de Ira, 1. iii. c. 15. ' Ibid, I. i. c. 1^ 

• Ibid. 1. iii% c. 11. ' Xenoph. in conviv. p.-^76« 

y Diog. in Socrat. p. 112. 
* Contra potens malum ct apudws ^ratiofumi dum (onfpitauiSt ^t nofirijit* 
muSi aiitoctmus. 

Vol. IV. O could 
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could fuggeft, file emptied a pot upon his bested; at 
which he only laughed, and faid, " That fo much 
thunder muft aeeds produce a fhowen*' 

* Some ancient authors writr, that;Socrates married 
a fecond wife, namedMyrta, who was the grand -daugh- 
ter of Ariftides the Juft, and that he fkiffered exceed- 
ingly from them* both, who were continually quarrel- 
ling with each other, and never agreed, but in loading 
bim with reprpafches, and doing him all the oflfisnce they 
could invent. They pretend, that during «he Pelopon- 
nefian war, after the peftilence had fwept off greJt part 
of the Athenians, a decree was- made, whereby, to re- 
trieve the foonerthe ruins of the republic^ each citizen 
was.permiticd to have two wives at the fame time, and 
that Socrates took the benefit of this new law. Thofe 
authors foiindthis circumftance folely upon apaOage 
in a treatife on nobility, afcribed to AriAotle. But, be- 
ftdes that, according to :Plutarch himfclf; Panetiixs, a 
very grave author,-has fully refuted this opinion, nei- 
ther rlato nor Xenophon, who were. well acquainted 
with all that related to theirmafter, fay any thing of this 
fecond marriage of Socrates; and on another fide, 
Thucydide$, .Xenophon, and' Diodorus Siculus, who 
have treated at large all the particulars of thePelopon- 
Tiefian war, are alike fi lent in regard to the pretended 
decree of Athens, ^which permitted bigamy. We may 
.fee in the firft volumes of the Memoirs of the Academy 
of Belles Lettres, a differtation of.Monfienr Hardions 
"Upon this fubjeft, wherein he demonftrates, that the 
fecond marriage of Socrates, and the decree upon bi- 
gamy, are fuppoiititious fafts. 

« 
Sect. II. Of the IXamon^ or familiar Spirit ^ 

Socrates. 

OUR knowledge of Socrates would he defeOrive if 
we knew nothing of the genius, which, he faid, 
had affifted him with its counfel and^proteftion in'thc 

• • Pl»t; in Ariftid p. gg$. Atlwi, 1, Xtii. p. ^|g, Diog, Lacrt ii 

grcatcft 
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greateft part of his anions* It is not agreed amongll: 
authors* what this genkirwaS) commoaly called Th^ 
DctmoH of Socr^a^s^ Irein the Greek -wotA AatiMfw, 
that fignifies fomething of a divine nature, conceived as 
a feoret voice, align, or fach an infpiTation as divinerar 
are fuppofcd to-havehad : this genius diverted him front 
the execution of his defigns when they have been pre- 
judicial to him, without ever inducing him to aS any 
thing: ^F^e ditnnum quoddam^ quod Socrates 4^mo» 
nium adpeilat, cui femptr ipfe paruerit^ nunquam impel* 
Unti^Jcf}pe revo4:anti, Plutarch^ in his treatife intituled. 
Of tkt Genius of SocraUs^ isepeats the different fenti^ 
ments of the ancients upon the exiftence and nature of 
this genius* ^\ fkall -confine myfelf to that of them, 
which feems- the moft natural and reaibnabie, though 
he does not lay much' ftrefs upon it. 

We know that the divinity has a clear and unerring 
kno^viedge of futurity: that man cannot penetrate into 
itsddrknefs but byuncertain and confufed conjefkures: 
that' thofe who fuccced beft in that refearch, are fuch, 
who- by a more exa3: and ftudied comparifon of the 
different caufes capable of influencing future events^ 
diftinguiih with greater force and peripicuity, what will' 
be therefult'and iffueofithe conflict of thofe different 
caufesia conducing tothe fuccefs or inifcarriageof am 
efFe£k or enterprife. This fore^Kght^nd difcernment has 
fomething .of divine^ in- it, exalts us above the reft o£ 
mankind, approaches us^ to the divinity, and makes \\9 
participate^ in fome meafure, in hi& counfels and de<« 
figns, by giving us aninfrght.and prefcience, to a cer«^ 
taindegree^of what'heha&oorda^i,^ concerning the fu^ 
ture. Socrates had a j ttft'and pictoing judgment, join^ 
ed! with the mofl^ exquili^ prudenoe. He might calt 
this judgment duti^iprviid^snce Adtf»mn,ybme(king divine^ 
ufing indeed a kind of equivocality m the expreffion; 
witb^iit eiiitiFibuting to himfdf; howeter, the merit ot 
his wifdom in conjefturing upon the future. The 
Abbe. Ffaguier comes very near the fame opinion in 
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the diflertation he has left us upon this fubjeftin the 
* Alemoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettres, 

**The eSFeft, or rather funftion of this genius, was to 
ftop and prevent his a£ling, without ever inducing him 
to aft. He received alfo the fame impuHe, when his 
friends were goin^ to engage in any bad affair, and com- 
municated it to hnn; and feveral infiancesare related, 
wherein they found themfelves very unfortunate from 
wot having'believed him. Now what other Ognification 
can be given to this, than that it implies, under my fteri- 
ous terms, a mind which, by its own lights, and the 
knowledge of mankind, has attained a fort of infight in- 
to futurity? And if Socrates had not intended to leiTen 
in his own perfon the merit of an unerring judgment, 
by attributing it to a kind of inilinft, if at bottom he 
had defired any thing to be underftood, befides the ge- 
neral aid of the divine wifdom, which fpeaks in every 
man by the voice of reafon, would he haVe efcaped,fays 
Xcnophon*=, the cenfure of arrogance and falfehood? 

* God has always prevented me from fpeaking to 
you, fays he to Alcibiades, whilft the weaknefs of your 
^ge would have rendered my difcourfes ineffeftual to 
you. But I conceive I may now enter into difpute 
with you, as an ambitious young man, for whom the 
laws open away to the dignities of the republic, kit 
not vifible here that prudence prevented Socrates from 
treating Alcibiades ferioufly, at a time when grave and 
fevere converfation would have given him a difguft, 
gf which, perhaps, he might never have got the better? 
^And when, in his dialogue upon the commonwealth, 
Socrates afcribes his avoiding public bufinefs to infpiif- 
ation from above, does he mean any thing more than 
what he fays in his Apology, that a juft and good man, 
who intermeddles with the government in a corrupt 
Itate, is not long without perilhing? If **when he ap- 
pears before the judges who were to condemn hiiUi 

• Tom. IV. p. 368. * PJat. in Theag. p. ia8. 

• Memortb. I. i. p. 708* ' Plat, in Alcib. p. i^« 

•JUK vi. dcRep. p. 49$. Apolog. Soc. p, 311 38* 
^ Apoloj,SQC« p. 40. 

. ^ that 
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that divine voice is not heard to prevent him, as it was 
upon dangerous occafions, the reafon is, that he did not 
deem it a misfortune for him to die, efpecially at his 
age, and in his circumftances. Every hody knows what 
his prognoftication had been long before, upon the un* 
fortunate expedition of Sicily. He attributed it to liis 
daemon, and declared it to be the infpiration of that fpi- 
rit. A wife man, who fees an affair ill concerted, and 
condufted with paflion, may eafily prophefy upon the 
event of it, without the aid of a daemon's infpiration. 

It muft be allowed, however, that the opinion which 
gives men genii and angels to direft and guard them, 
-was not unknown, even to the pagans. * Plutarch cites 
the verfes of Menander, in which that poet ^xprefsly 
fays, ** That every man at his birth has a good genius 
given him, which attends him during the whole courfe 
of his life as a guide and dire£lor« 

I.V&US ytvo^iifcifs iAVTocyuyos rti pia 
Ayadof. 

It may be believed, with probability enough, that the 
dxmon of Socrates, which has been fo differently 
. fpoken of, and thereby made it a queftion, whether it 
was a good or bad angel, was no more than the force 
and rectitude of his judgment, which afting according 
to the rules of prudence, and with the aid of a long ex- 
perience, fupported by wife refleftions, made him fore- 
fee the events of thole things, upon which he was ei- 
ther confulted, or deliberated himfelf. 

1 conceive, at the fame time, that he was not forry 
the people fhould believe him infpired, or that he knew 
futurity by any effeft of the divinity whatfoever. That 
opinion might txdlt him very much in the fenfe of the 
Athenians, and gave him an authority, of which the 
greateft *perfons of the pagan world were very fond, 

and 

' X^ anim. tranquil, p. 474. 
* Lycurgus and Solon had recourfc to thcauthority oForacles to ad- 
vance their credit. ZeleucuspretendedKthat his laws had been diet- 
ed to him by Minerva. Numa PompUius boaftcd his^ confeKpnccs with 

the 
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and which they mdtsayotnred to acquire by Secret com- 
munications, and pretended conterences, ^with feme 
divinity: but it drewthe jealeaiy of many of the citi- 
zens upon him. 

Sect. III. Socrates dtclartd ikewifejl of MipMnd by 

the Oracle of Dtlpkos. 

^ '^ I ^HIS declaration of the oracle, fo advantageous 
X in appearance forSocsates, did not a little con- 
tribute to the enilamij^ envy, and iliiring ^ of ene- 
mies againft him, as he tells us hiftifelf in his Apol^y, 
wherein be recounts the occafion« and true fenfe of 
that oracle. 

Chaerephon, a zoalous difcifJe of Socrates ha{^en- 
ijigto beatDelphos, demanded of the oracle, wHether 
there was a wifer man than SocraCes in the world: i\yc 
prieftefs replied there was none. This anfwer puzzled 
Socrates extreme^ly, who couW fcarce comprehend the 
fenfe of it. For on the one iide, he well knew, fays 
he of himfelf, that there was neither much" nor little 
wifdom in him; and«ntd!!emkier,iie^co4i^ldiiiptiulf)€fi 
the oracle of falf^ho^d^ the. di vanity beitig incafAW&vf 
telling a lie. He th£ifei^i%«4nfiriered itOtf^esAMlyr^ 
took great pains to pei^etnute. dK fenfe crf^ it. ^fii£%e 
applied himfelf to a powerful ^citissen ; a ftatdfsan^ v*^ 
a great politician, who pailbd for one of the wifeftnuxi 
ot the city, and who was himfelf as much convinced of 
his own merit as any body. He found by his convcrfa* 
tion that he knew nothing, >ai;yd infinuated as ntucfato 
himfelf in terms fufeciei^tlyifBilelligiWe; wiitdiiiiade 
him extremely odious to that citizen, and all whowetfe 
prefent. He aid the fame by feveral others of the fetrte 
profeilion ; and all the fruit of hi& enquiry was, todrcw 
upon himfelf a greater number of eneiB«es. From ^ 
ftatefman he addrefied ibimfelf to^the poets, whom he 
found flill fuller of felf-efleem, but really more void 

the goddefa Bgem. Theftrft Scqno i&idMAvofdetlit fcpple Mere 
that the go^rgave htm itciet«oiiafd«. Jtim SeMOPsosW^hfaid hJi 

oi 
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of knowledge and wifdom. He purfued his enquiries 
to the artizaBSf and could not meet witli one, who, be- 
caufe he fucceeded in his own art did not believe him- 
felf very capable, >and fully- informed in all that was 
great befides; which prefimiption was the almoft uni- 
verfal failing, of the Athenians. As they had naturally 
abundance of wit, they pretended to be knowing in 
every thing, and believed themfelves capable of pro- 
nouncing updn aU things. His enquiries amongft 
firanger« w&r^ not more fuccefsful. 

Sbcratesi afterwards entering into and compariqg 
himfelf with all thofe he had queJtioned*, diCcovered 
that the difTerence between him and them was, that they 
all believed they knew what tbey did not know, and 
that for his part, he fincerely pfofeffed his ignorance. 
From thence he concluded, that only Cod is truly wife, 
and that the true meaning of thcorade was to fignify, 
that all human wifdom was no great matter, or, to fpeak 
more properly, was nothing at all. Ajnd as to the ora- 
cle's nanfiing me, it no doubt did fo, fiays he, by w^y «f 
fettingme up for an example, as if it intended to declare 
to all men. The wifeft amongll you is he, who knowi, 
like So^i^es, that there is no real wifdom in him. 

•Sbct. IV. Socrai^s ikvdtts hhrifttf entirely to ike In- 

Jtruflion of the YovHh of Athens, Affeclian oj/hh 

Dijtiples for kirn. The admirable Principles wiih 

tvnicn •htinfpires them either for Government or Re^ 

tigian. 

« * 

AFTER having related fomc particularities in tjie 
life of Socrates, it is time t/v proceed to that in 
which his charatlcr principally anS peciiljarly confift- 
ed; I mean the pains he took to inllrua ^matiKind, anil 
particularly informing the youth of Athens. 

* 'Socrates in mntkusferefcrmmhusjic difputat; utnWivJftmet ipjij reftUat 
'^m: nihil Ji fciere dtctit^ nifiidipfumt e$^ue prcpflare cater if^ ^uodilliy qtue 

^tirari a Apoi/ine omnium Japientifflmum rjfe diStem, mtpdhac'ejfct una omnis 
'fipientiat non ar^krmfe/cire quioSntJnat, "Ca c , Aca a .*^u«ft . 1. i. n . 1 5 , 1 6. 
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' He feemed, fays Libanius, the common father o( 
the republic, fo attentive was he to the happinefs arid 
advantage of his whole country. But as it is very diffi- 
cult to correft the aged, and to make people change 
principles, who revere the errors in which they have 
grown grey, he devoted his labours principally to the 
inflruction of youth, in order to fow the feeds of virtue 
in a foil more fit to produce the fruits of it. 

"• He had no open fchool, like the reft of the philofo- 
phcrs, nor fet times for his leffons. He had no benches 
prepared, nor even mounted aprofeffor^schair. He was 
the philofopher of all times and feafons. He taught in 
all places, and upon all occafions; in walking, conver- 
fation, at meals, in the army, and in the midft of the 
camp, in the public affemblies of the fenate or people, 
in prifon itfelf, and when he drank the poifon he phi- 
lofophifed, fays Plutarch, and inftrutted mankind. 
And from thence the fame judicious author takes occa- 
fion>to eflablifh a great principle in point of govern- 
ment, which Seneca * before him had placed in all its 
light. To be a public man, fays he, it is not neceffary 
to be aftually in office, to wear the robe of judge and 
magifirate, and to (it in the higheft tribunals for the ad- 
miniiiration of jufticc. Many do this, who, though ho- 
noured with the fine names of orators, praetors, andfc- 
nators, if they want the merit of thofe charaflers, ought 
to be regarded as private perfons, and often confound- 
ed with the loweft and vileft of the populace. But 
whoever knows to give wife counfel to thofe who con- 
fult him, to animate the citizens to virtue, and to in- 

* In Apol. Socrat. p. 641. * Plut, an fcni fit. gcr. rcfp. p. 79^» 

* BMt uhljt etiam in privato'fats explket masnus animus — Itadclitucrit fVx 
UUj ut ubictinque (^um Jfiium ahJcoruUritt proaejfe velit et^v^ulis ct univer/ist 
tngemOt -uce^ <onfiiio. Nee enim is Jihis reip» frodeji^ qui candidates exirjhitt 
ct tuctur rcoSi, ei di pace bcUoqut ttnfit^fed quijuvcnt^tem exJwrtatur, qui in Unf* 
honorum praeeptorum in^pia virtuU injiruit animoSf qui ad pecuniam kxuriam^ 
que Qurfu rueutes prenfat acretrahit<, ctji nihii^ aliud nn-te moratnTy in priviHo 
puNicum ne^otium a^it* An il'c plus prajiat, qui in'erptngrinos et cii'cs, out 
urbanus prator adamtibus adj'ijoris verba pronunciat ; quam qui awU i^^ 
Jitju/iitia, qiiid pictas^ quid patientia^ quid fit titudof quid mortis contemptuf^ 
quid dt-orum inUi/ciUs, quam gratuitum bQnamjit cQijUcfUia? SfNic. de 
trauquii. aiiim. c. iii. 
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fpire them with fentiments of probity, equity, genera- 
fily and love of their country; that is, fays Plufarch, 
the true magiftrate and ruler, in whatever condition of 
place he be. 

Such was Socrates. The fervices he did the flate, by 
the inftruftions he gave their youth, and the difciples lie 
formed, are inexpreffibly great. Never had mailer a 
greater number, or fo iiluftrious. Plato, though alone, 
were worth a multitude. » Upon the point of death he 
bleffed and thanked God for three things ; that he had 
endued him with a rational foul, that he was born a 
Greek and not a Barbarian, and that he had placed his 
birth in the lifetime of Socrates. Xenophon ° had the 
fame advantage. It is faid, that one day Socrates met 
him in the ftreet, and flopping him with his ftaff, aflced 
him whether he knew where provifions were fold ? It 
was not difficult to anfwer this queftion. But Socrates 
having demanded in what place men learned virtue, 
and feeing this fecond queftion put him to a ftand: 
** If you defire to know it/* continued the philofopher, 
** follow me, and you fliall be informed." Which he 
did immediately, and was afterwards the firft who col- 
lefted and publiflied his maJler*s difcourfes. 

P Ariftippus, upon a converfation with Ifchomachus, 
in which he had introduced fome llrokes of Socrates's 
doftrine, conceived fo ardent a pallion to become liis 
difciple, tlaat he grew lean and wan in cffeft of it, till 
he could go the fountain-head, and imbibe his fill ol a 
philofophy, that taught the knowledge and cure of evil. 

What is reported of Euclid the Megarian, explains 
ftill better how high the paifion of Socrates's difciples 
ran, to receive the benefit of his inftruftions **. There 
was at that time an open war between Athens and Me- 
gara, which was carried on with fo much animofity, 
that the Athenians obliged their generals to take an oath 
to lay wafte the territory of Megara twice a year, and 
prohibited the Megarians to fet foot in Attica upon 

» Plut. in Mario, p. 433. • Diog. inXcnoph. p. ibo. 

' Flut. de Curiof. p. 516. ^ Plat* ia Peric. p. 168. 
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in order that if a fund fliould happen to fail by any un- 
lorefccn accident, you might be able to fupply the de- 
ficiency by another." — •* I proteft," replied Glauco, 
•• that never entered into my thoughts," — " At leaft 
yon will tell me to what the expences of the republic 
amount; for you muft know the importance of re- 
trenchinj^ fuch as are fuperfluous." — " I own I am as 
little informed in this point as the other. "^ — ** You 
muft therefore refer your defign of enriching the ftate 
till another time; for it is impoflible you fhould do it, 
whilft you arc unacquainted with its revenue and ex- 
pences." 

•• But," faid Glauco, •* there is ftill another means 
which you have not mentioned : a flate may be en- 
riched by the ruin of its enemies."—'* You are in the 
right," replied Socrates, " but that depends upon its 
being the ftrongeft; otherwife it incurs the danger of 
lofing what it has : 'for which reafon, he who talks of 
engaging in a war, ought to know the forces on both 
fides ; that if he finds his own party ftrongeft, he ma^ 

boldly advife the war; and, ii weakeft, diffuade the 
people from undertaking it. Now, do you know the 
ftrength of our republic, and that of our enemies by 
fca and land ? Have you a ftate of them in writing ? 
Be fo kind as to let me fee it." — *• I have it not at pre- 
lent," faid Glauco. — "I fee then," faid Socrates, 
•• that we (hall not prcfcntly enter into a war, if you 
are cbarced with the gpvernment ; for you have abun- 
^nce oT enquiries to make, and much pains to go 
through, before you will refolve upon it." 

He ran over, in this manner, feveral other articles no 
lefs important, with which Glauco appeared equally 

.unac<^uainted; till he brought him to confefs, hown- 
^iculfius thofe people were, who have the rafimcfs to 
intrude into government, without any other prepara- 
tion- for the iervice of the public, than that of a high 
^fteem for themfelves, and an immoderate ambition of 
'ifingloBthefirft places and dignities. ** Have a care^* 
^ar. GbufiOi" faid he to him, '* left a too warm defire 

of 
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of honours Ihould deceive you into pursuits that m?ty . 
cover you with iharne, by letting your incapacity and 
flender abilities in full light." 

Ghuco improved from the wife admonitions of So- 
crates, and took time to inform hirafelf in private, be- 
fore he ventured to appear in public. This is a lelfon 
for all ages, and may be very ufeful to perfons in all, 
nations and conditions of life. 

" Socrates did not urge his friends to enter early into 
public employments; but firft to take pains for the at- 
tainment of the knowledge necefl'ary to their fuccefs in 
them. ** ^ A man njuft be very fimple," faid he, ** to 
believe that the mechanic arts are not to be acquired 
without the help of proper matters, and that the know-^ 
ledge requifite in governing ftates, which is the higheft 
degree of human prudence, demands no previous la-' 
hour and application.'* His great care in regard to 
thofe who afpired at public employments, was to form 
their manners upon the folid principles of probity and 
juftice; and efpecially to inlpire them with a fincere 
love oi their country, with the moft ardent paffion for 
the public jgood, and a high idea of the power and 
goodnefs of the gods :,becaufe, without thefe qualities, 
all other abilities ferve only to render men more wick- 
ed, and more capable of doing evil. Xenophon has 
tranfmitted to us a converfation of Socrates with Eu- 
thydemus, upon Providence, which is one of the fineft * 
pafTages to be found in the writings of the ancients. 

** Did you never refleft within yourfelf," fays Socra* • 
tes to Euthydemus, •* how much care the gods have * 
taken to beilow upon man all that is necefl'ary to his 
nature?" — •* Never, I affure you," replied he. •• You * 
fee," continued Socrates, *• how necefl'ary light is, and 
how precious that gift of the. gods ought to appear to * 
us."— .*• Without it," added Euthydemus, *• we fliould 
^e like the blind, and all naturfe as if it were not, or 
^ere dead : but becaufe we have occafion for fufpence " 
and relaxation, they have alfo given us the ni^ht.for 

^Xenbph. mcnonib. i. iv« p. iSoo. » Idcmy p. 79a. 
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our rcpofc.'*'— ** You are in the right, and for Ais ve 
ought to render them continual praifes and thankf- 
giving. They have ordained that the fun, that bright 
and luminous ftar, Ihouid prefide ov^r the day to dif- 
tinguiih its different parts, and that its light fliould not 
only fervc to difcover the wonders of nature, but to 
difpehfe univerfal light and^heat ; and at the fame time 
they have commanded the moon and ftars to illuminate 
the iiight« of stfetf dark and obfcure. Is there an^ 
thing more, admirable than this variety and viciffitude 
of day and night, of light and darknels, of labour and 
reft; and all this for the convenience and good of 
man?" Socrates enumerates in like manner the infi- 
nite advantages we receive from fire and water in the 
occafions of life; and continuing to obferve upon the 
. wonderful attention of Providence in all that regards 
us.. " What fay you," purfufed he» •' upon the inn's 
TCturn after winter toreviiit us;,'and that as the fruits of 
one feafon wither and decay, -he Tipens new ones to 
fucceed them ? That having rendered anan this fer- 
vice, he retires, left he fhould incommode himhyex- 
<efs of heat; and then, after having removed to a cer- 
4ain point, Which hexould not pafs without putting as 
in danger of perifliing with cold, that he returns intbe 
fame track to refume^hisvplaoe in thofe parts of the 
heavens, where his prefence 'is moft beneficial tct us ? 
tAind becaufe we codkl neifhbr fupport the cold nor 
heat, if we were to,pB& in ^aiiiinftant fretn the^oae lo 
.the dtber, do you natadmiue, 'timt whilft'thi^ fiar ap- 
jpraaches and ramoves fo flowtly, ,the two -extreiBitttfs 
arrive *by almoft idfcufible dflgrses'? *(Is lit :paffible 
iooi to di£Qciver,!in this^i^a&tndn of lhfe'fes^ons*.oiibe 
yoau, a providence andr^o^dtrefe, not only attentive •*(> 
«ur neoei&tids» but eveii kKor deltas and. TBJoy- 
<nents?" 

" All thefe things," feud ffikithydennis, ^^-anAeorie 
idoubt whether the gods have any other employmeiit 
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tten to'fliower dovm 'their gifts and graces upon man* 
kind. There is one^int, however, that puts meto^i 
iland, which is, ^hat the brute animals partake ol all 
thefe bleflings as vrelTas ourfelves.*' — *• Yes/' replied 
-Socrates, ^^but do you butx>bferve, that all thefe ani- 
mals fubfiflonly for man's frt-vice ? The ftrongeft and 
•moft vigorous of them he fubjeds at his will,^ he makes 
«hem tame and gentle, and ufes them fuecefsfully in 
4>is wars, bis labours, jarid the other oceafions of life.'* 

«• What if we confider man in himfelf." Here So* 
'crates examines the diverfity of the fenfes, by the mi- 
'niftry of which man enjoys all that is beft and moft 
excellent in nature; the viv^ity of his wit^and the 
force of his reafon, which exah him infinitely above ell 
other animals; the wonderful gift of fpeech, by the 
means of which We communicate our thoughts rdcr- 
^procally, publifh our laws, and govern dates. 

•• From all this," fay* So<Jrates, "It h eafy to difcerfi 
that there are gods, and that they have man in their 
•particular care,*though he oanndt difcorerthem by his 
fenfes. ©o we perceive the thunder, whilft it ftriktfs 
'through all things which oppofe it ? Do We diftinguiih 
'the winds, whilft they are tearing up all before them 
•in our view? Our ibul itfelf, with Vhich^^re aire ft) 
•ititimate, which moves and a£bs us, is it 'vi Able, can 
we behold it? Itisi^bfe famewi^h i»egardtotbe gods, 
of Whom hone are vif/ble in ihe drftrJbtftion of their 
favours. TheOR«:ATiRoi) himfclf," (thefe 'woriTs 
-are remax^kable, and demmi^^'tetli^t Sdcrates i»€^ne\^- 
ledged 'o»e ifupreme 'God^ <^ 4t«j^r kA'^AI %c^ing,iand 
fHp€Arioritt):al'l cA^h^lrs, ^hb Wti^'Ofily^ihe mmifter^t^f 
ihk M«ill)'^tbi«<»MSit -QmAy *\«4^o hiisifbmi^dtrhe-ufit. 
verfe, and fupports theifttipdlfdou^ Wo4rk,'w:l]^fe ey«iy 
part is iinilbed^with the ufenooil joodnefs and harmony ; 
he who preferves them perpetually in imtnortaKvi- 
gour, and caufes thensk to tobey «him witih a never-fail- 
ing punftuality, and a rapidity not to be follo\yed by 
our imagination; this makes God himielf fufiiciently 
vifible by the endlefs wonders of w^hich he is author; 
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-bat continues always invifiblc in himfelf. Let us not 
then reluTe to believe even what we. do not fee, andlet 
us fupply the defe6U of our corporeal eyes, by ufing 
thofc of the. foul; but efpecially let us learn to render 
the juft homage of refpefl and .veneration to the divi« 
nity, whofe will it feeras to be, that we fhould have no 
other perception of him than by his effefts in our fa- 
vour. Now this adoration, this homage, confifis in 
pleaiing him, and we can only pleafe him in doing his 
will.** 

y In this manner Socrates inftrufted youth ; thefcare 
the principles and fentiments he infpired into them; 
on the one fide, a perfeft fubmiflion to the laws and 
magiilrates, in which he made juilice confiA: on the 
other, a profound regard for. the divinity, w^hich confti- 
tutes religion. In things furpafiing our under {landing, 
he advifes us to confult the gods; and as they impart 
themfelves only to thofe that pleafe them, he recera- 
xnends above all things the njaking of them propitious 
by a wife regularity of conduft. •* * The gods arc 
wife,'* fays he, **and it depends upon them either to 
grant what we afk, or to give us direftly the reverfe of 
it." He cites an excellent prayer from an anonymous 
poet: *' Great God, give us, we befeech thee, thofe 
good things of which we ftand in need, whether we 
crave them or not ; and remove from us all thofe which 
may be hurtful to us, though we implore them of you/* 
The vulgar imagined ttiat there are things which the 
cods obferve, and others of which they take no notice: 
out Socrates taught that the gods obferve all our aflions 
and words ; that they penetrate into our moil fecret 
thoughts, are prefent in all our deliberations, and that. 
they infpire us in all our a6lions« 

7 Xcnoph. Memorab*. 1. iv. p. 803, Sc 8o5« 

• 'E«i ^iwf ir»v, tifjLAt w^i )^ hiwmi arV «y 7^ fi^tfAty^ Tvyx**'* ^ 
wmtvtik T«7Yw* Plui. AIcib.'i« ii. pi 148^ 
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Sect. V, Socrates applies himfelf to dif credit the So^ 
phi/is in the Opinion of the young Athenians. What 
is to be underjlood of the irdnical Charailer afcribtd 
to him* 

SOCRATES found it neceflary to prejudice the 
young people againft a bad tafte, which had pre- 
vailed for fome time in Greece. A feft of ailuming 
men arofe, who ranking themfelves as the firft fages of 
Greece, were entirely the reverfe in their condutt. For 
inflcad of being infinitely remote from all avarice and 
ambition, like Pittacus, Bias, Thales, and the others 
who made a ftudy of wifdom their principal occupation, 
thefe men w^re ambitious and covetoi^s, entered into 
the intrigues and affairs of the world, and made a trade 
of their pretended knowledge *• *Thcy were called 
fophifts, and wandered from city to city. They caufed 
themfelves to be cried up as oracles, and walked abo4t 
attended by crowds of difciples, who, through a kind 
of enchantment, abandoned the embraces of their pa- 
rents to follow thefe proud teachers, whom they paid 
a great price for their inftruftion. There was nothing 
thefe mailers did not profefs : theology, phyfics, ethics, 
arithmetic, aftronomy, grammar, mufic, poetry, rheto- 
ric, and hiftory. . They knew every thing, and could 
teach every thing. Their greateft fuppofed fkill lay in 
philofophy and eloquence. Moft of them, like Gor-. 
gias, valued themfelves upon giving immediate anfwers 
to all queftions that could be propofed to them. Their 
young difciples acquired nothing from their precepts 
but a filly efteem for themfelves, and an univcrfal con- 
tempt for every body elfe ; fo that not a fcholar quit- 
ted thefe fchools, but was more impertinent than wheii 
be firft entered them. 

« 

It was neceffary to decry the falfe eloquence and bad 
logic of thefe proud teachers'in the fenfe of the young 
Athenians. To attack them in front, and difpute with 

* Plat, in Apolog, p. 19, 20. 

r * ^t mm ap£Ufi',t»r My ^ui ojitntatknis gut ^uajiiij caufa philcfipkantur, 
Cic.nn Lucul. o. i2§', . • .» 
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them in a direfl: manner by a continued difcourfe, was 
-what Socrates could well have done, for he poffeffed in 
an extreme degree the ta:lents of fpeaking.and reafon- 
.ing ; but this was no means to fucceed againft great 
haranguers, whofe fole aim was to dazzle their auditors 
with a vain glitter and rapid* flow of words. He there- 
fore took another courfe, and * employing the turBS 
and addrefs of irony, which he knew how to apply with 
wonderful art and delicacy, he chofe to conceal, under 
the appearance of fimplicity and the affe3:ation of ig- 
norance, all the beauty and great force ot his genius. 
Nature, which had given him fo fine a foul^feemedto 
have formed his outfide exprefsly for fupporting the 
ironic charafter. He was very ugly, and bcfides that, 
t had fomething very.blockifii and ft up id in his phyfi- 
ogndmy. The wholeair^of his perfon, which hi! no- 
thing but what vyas*v«ry cormmon and very poor in k, 
«perfe£lly correfponded with thaifc of his countenance; 
When J he hs^plpeiied into the company»of fomcwie' 
of the fophifts, he pcopofed this doubts with a difiident 
and modeft air, afted (ksple questions in a plain mao- 
ffter, and, as if he had been incapable of exjirefiiiighim- 
£elf atberwife, madfe^iiJe ofitrivialcomparifonsyaiidai- 
^lufionji taken from^he meai^enipbTments. Theib- 
il^hift heard him wi^ ^ ^jotaI^I rattenticm;, ^A snitead 
•^f »givjn^ him a^jred-fc •onf'^Berv^ fell into his'XK)mEDon 
places, and talked a great deal without faying any thing 
to the purpofe. Socrates, tifter having praifed (not to 
.enrage] his adverfary, intreated him to adapt himfcli 
to his weaknefs, ana to defoend folow as him, by &• 

* Socrates in ironia diffimulantmfue lengi omitihus lepor€ at^ut hsMOinU 
'pmjtitit, Cxc. I. ii. & Orat. n, 870. 

f Zcpynu phyjiognomm^jiupidum' ejfi Socratem4ixit et hardum, Cic* He 
Tat. n. lOk 

X Socrates deji ipje detrahens in dijfutationet plus trihuebai iis^ ^s vcM 
rtfdUrt. Jta cummiud diceret atqiu fentirit^ lietacr utifoiitus ejl ilia difi^ 
:mione, quaniGrmci u^wveny tioaaU. Crc. Acadi Qavlt. 1. iv. n. 15. 

Sed tt ilStm quern nominavi (Gorgiam) et exterosfophiftast ut i Platom i»ft(- 
iigi poteft, lufos vfdemus a Sgtfate. Is tfmn fercontahdo atqne interroganio dh 
^irtJo&Ml ttrum apiniones ^ufam dig^dati ut -ad m> ijUgt.U rofptfud^i} 
f^ilvidirftur^ ikorct. Clc.de f imb* 1. ii, Yu «• ^ 
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tisfying Ms queftions m a few words; becaufe neither 
his wit tior his twemory were capable of comprehend- 
ing or retaining fo many fine and exahed notions, and 
that all his knowledge was confined to qiieftion and 
anfwer. 

This paffed in a numerous affembly, and the fclenti- 
fic perfon c^uld not recede. When Socrates had once 
-get hito out of his intrench m€?nt, by obliging him to an- 
fwer his queftions fuccinftly ; he carried him on frorti 
one iX> another to the -moft abfurd confequences ; and 
after having reduced him either to contradift himfelf or 
bo lihent, he complained that the learned man would 
not ^xniehlate to inftroft him* The young people^ 
however, perceived the incapacity of their mafter, and 
changed their admiirdtioti for him into contempt. Thus 
the fiatne of fophift becaitte odious and ridiculous* 

It is eafy to judge, that n*en of the fophift*s charac- 
ter, of 'which 1 have now fpoken, who were in high cre- 
•^it with the great, whok)rded it amongft the youth of 
Athens, and bad been long celebrated for their wit and 
•tearHiRg.couM^li^tbeatftafcked^ithimpuiitty; and thk, 
-ratiier, ibecatife they hafd b««i taken m the two moft 
^fenfible poiftts, their fame, *ftd dieir imefeft. »So- 
.Gr2!tes,fdrhavi«g«ndeaVDii!»edtouittTitfli their vices^titt 
'dKcredil tfeeir falfeek)qiJBMicfe, e«perienced,%«^^ 
-co!TtmtJand*atigbiy itten, aW tl^t could befeai-ed (fr 
-expefted from the moft malignant envy, and the moll 
■envenomed hatred; to which it is now time to proceed. 

Sect. VI. Socrates is accujid of holding bad Opinions 
in regard to the Gods, and of corrupting the Athenian 
Youth, Re defends himfelf without Art or Tear. He 
is condemned to die. 

'*» O OCRATES was accufed a little before the firfl 

O year of the 95th Olympiad, foon after the expujl. 

'fioh of the thirty tyrants otlt bi Athehs, in the fixty- 

ninth year of his life ; but iTie {*rofec\iti6n had heAi 

-projeafed long before. The oracte'of Delphos, wKidi 

• Plit. i^ Apolo^r-p. SQ. ' "^A. Ml^ 3$M» Ant. J. C 4O8. 
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had declared him the wifeft pf mankind; the contempt 
into which he had brought the do£lrine and morals of 
the fophifts of his time* who were then in high reputa- 
tion; the liberty with which he attacked all vice; the 
fuigu I ar attachment of his difciples for his perfon and 
maxims, had all concurred in alienating people againft 
him, and had drawn abundance of envy upon him. 

' His enemies having fworn his deftruftion, and per- 
ceiving the difficulty ot the attempt, prepared the way 
for it at a diflance, and at iirft attacked him in the dark, 
and by obfcureand fecret methods. It is faid, that to 
found the people's difpoiition in regard to Socrates, and 
to try whether it would ever be fafe to cite him before 
the judges, they engaged Ariftophaiies to bring him 
-into the tlieatre in a comedy, wherein the firfl feeds of 
the accufation meditated againft him were fown. It 
is not certain whether Ariilophanes was fuborned by 
Anytus, and the reft of Socrates's enemies, to compoie 
that faiirical piece againft htm. It is very likely, that 
the declared contempt of Socrates for all comedies ia 
.general, and for thofe of Ariftophanes in particular, 
whilft he profefTed an extraordinary efteem for the tra- 

fredies of Euripides, might be the poet*s true motive 
or taking his revenge oi the philofopher. However, 
it were, Ariftophanes, to the difgrace of poetry, lent 
his pen to the malice of Socrate's's enemies, or bis own 
refentment, and eraploy>ed,his whole genius and capa- 
city to depreciate the beft and raoft excellent raau that 
ever the pagan world produced. 

He compofed a piece called The. Clouds^ wherein he 

introduced the philofopher, perched in a bafket, and 

hoifted up amidft the air and clouds, from whence he 

vcrits maxims, or rather the raoft ridiculous fubtleties. 

A very aged debtor, who deftres to efcape the clofe pur- 

fuits of his creditors,. comes to him to be taught the art 

of tricking them at law ; to prove by unanfw^rable rea- 

.fon$.that he owes them nothing; and, in a wosd, of a 

.very bad,. to make a very good caufe. But finding 

.kimfclf incapable of any improvements from the fub- 

* i£liaa. 1. ii. c* 13* Pla^ in, A^olog. $o€rat. p. 19. 
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lime leffons of his new mailer, he brings Iiis fon to him 
in his ftead. This young man foon after quits his learn- 
ed fchool fo well inftrufted, that at their firft meeting- 
he beats his father, and proves to him by fubtle, but' 
invincible arguments, that he has reafon for treating 
him in that manner. In every fcene where Socrates 
appears, the poet makes him utter a thoufand imperti* 
nencies, and as many impieties againft the gods ; and. 
in particular againft Jupiter. He makes him talk like 
a man of the greateft vanity and opinion of himfelf ; 
with an equal contempt for all others, who, out of a 
criminal curiofity, is for penetrating what paffes in the 
heavens, and for diving into the abyffes of the earth ; 
who boafts of having always the means to make rnjuf- 
tice triumph ; and who is not contented with keeping 
thofe fee rets for his own ufe, but teaches them to others, 
and thereby corrupts youth. All this is attended with 
a refined raillery, and a fait, which could not fail of 
pleafing a people of fo quick and delicate a tafte as the 
Athenians, who were befides naturally invidious to all 
tranfcendent merit. They were fo much charmed with 
it, that without waiting the conclufion of the repr^fen* 
tation, they ordered the name of Ariftophanes to be; 
fet down above thofe of all his competitors.* 

Socrates, who had been informed that he was to be 
afted in the theatre, went thither upon the day to fee the 
comedy, contrary to his cuftom; for it was not com- 
monjor him to go to thofe affemblies, unlefs when fome 
new tragedy of £uripides was to be performed, who 
was his intimate friend, and whofe pieces he efteemed, 
upon account of the folid principles of morality he 
took care to interfperfe in them. It was however ob- 
ferved, that he had not patience to wait the conclufion 
of one of them, wherein the aftor had begun with a 
dangerous maxim, and went, out immediately, without 
confidering the injury his withdrawing might do his 
friend's reputation. He never went to comedies, un-. 
lefs when Alcibiades and Critias forced him thither 
againft his will, offended at the unbounded licence 
which reigned in them, and incapable of feeing the re- 
2 putation 
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putatton of his fellow citizens publicly torn in pieces. 
He was prefent at this without the l^eaft emotion, and 
without exprei&ng any difcoiitent ; and fome ftrangers 
being' in pain to know who^the Socrates ^ intended by 
the play wa&, he rofe up from his feat and (hawed bim- 
felf during the whole reprefeatation.. He told thofc 
who were near him, and were amazed at his indiffe- 
rence and patience, that he imagined himfelf at a great 
entertainment, where he was agreeably laughed at»and 
that it was* neceffary to let raillery psus. 

There is no appearance, as 1 have already obferved, 
Aat Ariilophanes, though he was not Socrates's friend, 
had entered into the black confpiracy of his enemies, 
and had any thought of occafioning his deftru&ion» h 
is more probable that a poet, who diverted the public 
at the expence of the principal ms^iftrates and moft 
celebrated generals, was alfo willing to* make thera. 
laugh at the expence of a philofophen Ail the guilt 
was on the fide of thofe^ho envied him, and his ene- 
mies, who were in hopes of making great ufe of the rc- 
prefentation of this comedy againfthim. The artifice 
was indeed profound, and conceived with (kill. In 
afling a man upon the ftage, he is only reprefontcd on 
his bad, weak, or ambiguous fides« That view of himu 
is followed with ridicule, ridicule ace uftomsprttoplctQ 
the contempt of hivS perfon, and ccmtempt proceeds to» 
injufticc. Fonthe worid are naturally bold in infult- 
ing, abufing, and injuring a man, when once he be- 
comes the objeft of their general contempt. 

Thefe were the firft blows ftruck at him, and fcrv- 
ed as an a(rdy and trial of the greait affaur meditMed: 
againft him. It lay dormant a long while, amddid.not 
break out in twenty years afterwards. The tronWcsJ 
of the republic might well occafion that tong delay: 
for it was in that interval the entefprife againft Sidiy 
happened, the event of which was^fo unfortunate, thjk' 
Athens was befieged and taken by Lyfaiider, wh® 
changed its form of government^ and efiabliflied ikt 

* Plut. de edoc. librr. p. io« - 

• • thirty 
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iiiity tyrants^' that were not expelled till a very fmall 
ime before the affair we (peak of» 

^ Melitus then appeared as accufer, and entered a 
»rocef$ in form againft Socrates. .His accufation con-^ 
Ifted of two heads* The frrll was, that he did not ad- 
nit the gods acknowledged by the repubHc, and intro« 
luced new divinities : uie feoond, that he corrupted 
he youth of Athens ; and concluded with inferring, 
hat fentence of death ought to pafs againft him. 

Never bad accufation lo little ^probability, pretext^ 
>r foundation as this. It was now forty years that So« 
cerates had, made it his profeffion to inftruft the Athe- 
nian youth. He had advanced no opinions in fecret, 
and in the dark. Hi« leflbns were given publicly, and 
in the view of great numbers of auditors. He had al- 
ways obferved the fame conduft) and taught the fame 
principles. What then could be Meiitus's motive for 
this accufation, after fuch a length of time ? How came 
his zeal for the public go<5d, alter having been languid 
and drowfy for fo many years, to awake on a fudden^ 
and become fo violent ? Is it pardonable, for fo warm 
and wortlty^a citizen as Melitus would appear, to hav^ 
continued mute and ina6live, whilft any one corrupted 
the whole. youth of that city, by inftilling feditioui» 
maxims into them, and by infpiring them with a dif- 
guft and contempt for tbe eflabltftied government? 
A'or he who does not prevent an evil^ when it is in hi» 
power,, is equally criminal with him that commits it, 

Libaniu^ fpeaks thus in a declamation of his, called 
the Apology of Socrates, But, continues he, though. 
Melitus, whether out of diftraftion, indifference, or 
J^al avocation of his affairs, never thought for fo many 
years of catering an accufation againft Socrates ; how- 
came it to pafs, that in a city like Athens, which 
^ooundfed with wife magiftrates, and, what is more, 
^ith bold informersj fo pubHcaconfpiraey as that im- 
putedto Socrates, (houldefcape the eyes of thofe, whom 
^iAcr the love of their country, or invidious maligni^, 

* A. M* 3603^ Aut. J. 401 . 

render 


304 HISTORY OF THE 

render fo vigilant and attentive ? Nothing was ever 
lefs feafible, or more void of all probability. 

« As foon as the confpiracy broke out, the friends 
of Socrates prepared for his defence. Lyiias, the moft 
able orator of his time, brought him an elaborate dif- 
courfe of his compofmg ; wherein he had fet forth the 
reafons and meafures of Socrates in all their light, and 
interfperfed the whole with tender and pathetic ilrokes^ 
^ capable of moving the moft obdurate hearts. Socia. 
tes read it with pleafure, and approved it very much ; 
but as it was more conformable to the rules of rheto- 
ric than the fentiments and fortitude of a philofopher, 
lie told him frankly, that it did not fuit him. Upon 
which Lyiias, having aiked how it was poffible to be 
well done, and at the Xame time not fuit him ; in the 
fame manner, faid he, ufmg according to his cuftom a 
vulgar comparifon, that an excellent workman might 
bring me magnificent apparel, orihoes embroidered 
with gold, to which nothing would be wanting on his 
part, but which however would not fit me. He per- 
fiiled therefore inflexibly in the refolution, not to de- 
mean himfclf by begging fuffrages in the low abjeft 
manner common at that time. He employed neither 
artifice nor the glitter of eloquence. He had no re- 
courfe either to folicitation or entreaty. He brought 
neither his wife nor children to incline the judges in 
his favour by their fighs and tears. Neverthelefs, 
* though he firmly refufed to make ufe of any voice 
but his own in his defence, and to appear before his 
judges in the fubmifTive poftureof a luppliant, he did 
not behave in that manner out of pride, or contempt 
of the tribunal. It was from a noble and intrepid 
aifurance, refulting from greatnefs of foul, and the con- 
fcioufnefs of his truth and innocence. So that his de- 
fence had nothing timorous or weak in it. His difcourfe 
was bold, manly; generous, without paflion, without 

t Cicer. 1. 1. de Oral. n. 231, 833. ^ Quint. 1. xi. c. i* 

♦ ffis et talibus adduQus Socrates^ nee paironum quajivit ad judicium caf^^^^\ 
necptdicilmsfupplexjuit ; adhibuitque liUram contumaciam a ma^nitudinc ««»* 
duamt nan djupctbi^. Cic, lufc. Qusft. 1. i. 
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emotion, full of the noble liberty of a philofopher, with 
no other ornament but that ot truth, and brightened 
univerfally with the charafter and language of inno- 
cence, Plato, who was prefent, tranfcribed it after- 
wards, and, without any additions, compofed from it 
the work, which he calls Tke Apology of Socrates ; one 
of the moft confummate raafter-pieces of antiquity. I 
(hall here make an extra6): from it. 

* Upon the day afligned, the proceeding commenced 
in the ufual forms : the parties appeared before the 
judges, and Melitus fpoke. The worfe his caufe, and 
the lefs provided it was with proofs, the more occafion 
he had for addrefs and art to cover its weaknefs. He 
omitted nothing that might render the adverfe party 
odious; and inuead of reafons, which could not but 
fail him, he fubftituted the delufive fliine of a lively 
and pompous eloquence. Socrates, in obferving that 
be could not tell what impreffion the difcourfe of his 
accui'ers might make upon the judges, owns, that for* 
his part, he fcarce knew himfelf, they had given fuch 
artful colouring and likelihood to their arguments, 
though there was not the leaft word of truth in all they 
tad advanced. 

^ I have already faid that their accufation confifted 
of two heads. The firft regards religion. Socrates en- 
quires, out of an impious curiofity, into what paffes in 
the heavens, and in the bowels of the earth. He de- 
nies the gods adored by his country. He endeavours 
to introduce a new worfliip, and, if he may be believ- 
^t an unknown god infpires him in all his a6lionSp 
To make fliort, he believes there are no gods. 

The fecond head relates to the intereft and govern- 
ment of the ftate* Socrates corrupts the youth by inlliU 
ling bad fentiments concerning the divinity into them, 
by teaching them a contempt of the laws, and the or- 
der eftablilhed in the republic; by declaring openly 

* Plat, in Apolog. Socrat. Xenoph. in Apolog. Socrat, Jt i& Mcmor. 

^ Fiat, in Apolog. p. a^. 

. Vol. IV. * P againft 
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agaji^fl iL<? cliQJg^ pf t|?e. mqigiftralcs hyt*k>i; by ex- 
ciiiiiuiiig^ ^g-Uuft tUa pubJic a,flfem,Wies, vfhere he is ne- 
vcr I'oL'u to appear; l|X)t ^eftching th§ SM^i q£ mafeijag the 
HamU ulxaiiic^ good; b^f attacliipg tbe yGtHCb to hloifelf 
cMjt ol a rplrit t)i pride and ajcr;^ilion« und^r the pr^lence 
oJ Lulliuc\in>; diLV^-, a^d Uy .pfovyig tq jcbUd^:ea, that 
r Ijcv may abmlc ihcir ji^rems \y i^i»[\unky.., H^f karies 
in a pretended oracle^ and beJi^ves>bim.feli tbe*nvifeli 
ot uiaaikind*. •^i<? t^xes all others wUh iolly, axid con- 
dcnins wit,hc)iut '"aferve all their |i]$i;^inis aaid aflaoBs; 
cojiJHtuting lumleli., by liis ovyn authority, the general 
(xnloi and letopiiipr oi the fl^p#, Notwith^^iiuiaog 
which the efle^ls oi hisjeilons-x^^y b? Ceeain theper* 
Uiiis oi Critias and Aji:it}i^d^,: his moft. iuyoiate 
tricnd.s, who ha^ve d^^ne greijiA nui'<:lliefa to their, coun- 
try , an4 h^Yc been Uie moil wicKedof citiz^QSj^ and the 
moil abandoned of men. . . 

1 Ifi;^ concli\ded wii^h, re<:oin;T)eQding to tJbe judges* 
to bc^ vtixy mu,(;h upoi?. th^ir g^ard againft th^. dazzling 
cloiivieuce of Socra^^s^ an4 tp; f^fpevle^tteraely the ia-. 
finuating a;id artificial tu;rns o£ ^drefs^ which h& 
i^ould ^m.ploy to dqceivc thirst* 

^ Socrates began his difcourfe with this pointy and 
deol;^red tl>£^ he woul^.ip^ak.tQ the' judges aa.it was his 
cqAom to tajk.in his CQinn^on coiiver^tioa^ tbati&ta 
£ay, wi^h much (implic^ity, and npsuft.. . . 
. *>? i\q then pcpce^ds^ tQ> p^rti^viltata* U{Ma what 
^undatipn c^^n-it be alleged, that he do^ aodt aoknow- 
(edg^ the gofis, o£» tli^. r^gub)ic ; he» w^hp. h^& been ofeea 
fe^^itofe^rifiQei^ hisov^n houfe, s^nd io tbe^temple^?* 
Can it be d9^b(e4- whether he. ufi^s divi;i«Uaaoc not» 
Vvhilil, it is. ipade s^ crime in him to r^ppct^ that he re- 
ceived cput^feU ^u)m a certs^in divinity, aad thence coa^ 

* Pkt. p, ly. * VhU p. 87^ Xcnoph.p. 703* 

• ♦ Socrates iii reality did not approve this manner of elefting the ma- 
-giftratcs* He obtijarv^d, xh»t when. & jgilot, a. mufician, or an architc^ 
i« wanted, nobody is willing to take him at a venture; though the 
faults of theOe people are far frbm ^ing of the great importance of 
thofe errors, which are committed in iht admidiftration of the repub- 
lic. XjcNQPH. Mcmorab. 1. i* p. 71s* 
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dnjedkh^ he^maad xn^oducing newdoitics?' Bat in 
ti»isite:iig|iiovaiess nptfa«Q^ more than otfaecs, whoy put!., 
tti^g^hsf r,£^h. in dajyitraftioo* observe tite flight of birds, 
coohjjl^ tJae.entir»*)[s^C)ii vxAims^. and roimark even, words 
atk(ia<iQidcikit;abesicaiintQF&: dHSment nscans, wiiichthe 
^^^iGvafioyto givjQ matukiird a fQceknowled^e of the 
future. Old or new^k is ftill eviieni that Sacxaites ac* 
luiQfwkdgea divijaitijes, by the coafeflion a£ evea Meti- 
tft? hinpfclE, , who. in hrs information avers that, he Idk- 
Ibv^ dpemooa^lhai is.' to fay, fuba!termufpimt&, the pffi. 
f^pwiB>|joQi-ithe gods. . Now every man who believes the* 
^sp^iftg ^i tUe gods, believes th«!godb. 
— Astfi wrhat relates to tlser impioiis enquiries iuutiai 
natural thioga imputed to him ; without defpifing ,or 
<^piidenimng tl^ofewho appJty tkeoifeives to thefftudyoi' 
pliyfic^ he declares, that a& For him, he had. entirely 
^ievotadhtmlelf to what ccmcerns laaoTal.Wrtue, the conw» 
<l«ft at' life, and the rulfcs oSgavcrnflTMtnt, as to a know- 
ledge infinitely more ufeftilth^Q aafy flrtkfer; and.hecalls; 
UpQn.all thjofe.whD have been h^aarers, to come forth* 
and belie him if he does not fay what is;ti^u«.. 

"I am accufed ofi cerruptijsg the; youidif, aad vi iti- 
ftilling dangerous: maximsantQ them, aa wttU in segavd) 
t4) tluB wocflwp.Qf the; gods, as the rules o£ goverfuneoit. 
You icslow, Aiilie»ians^ that 1 nevcf/Riadc. ib my- profetC- . 
fiun iQ teach, ma: canenvy, hp^MfeYep>vioiont^agaiaiil' 
me,rttprQaeh me with having fver fQldmyinftr¥i£biQn5v- 
1 have an undeniabie evidbncje for me im this refpeft,, 
wliich is my poverty. Always equally i!eadiji tfix Gx»in-i 
naunicate tny thow^ts eiihen to the iichi.(pi2 poov^adi 
^0 give thorn- entire leifure to queiUon oraisivwcar tae, I 
lead myfelf toi every oae whoii&defeQus o£' hfeaoming; 
^istuous; aiidLi£»ainQOgft thofe-'whobeatme^ thene ai€» 
^^ V6bo poiave oither good or had, neijthes tho vxrtusr 
^i the .on&, nor the yjcea o&tht) otiater^ to iMchkhlihaohs. 
not contributed, aie to* he. afccthed .to me. N£y: whoite *. 
^^pli^meiit is ta peifuadc the yojuogi and old: agaiiifti 
^^.much. We J^. the. body , for ricbe3> ainiLalhotJiss. 

J . V 2 precarious 
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precarious things, of whatfoever nature'they be, ztA 
againfl too little regard for the foul,«whicli ought to bfe 
the obje£l of their affedioa : for il anoeflantly urge to 
you, that virtue does n6tj;)race«d from riches, but on 
the contrary riches from virtue^ and that all the other 
goods of human life, as w^ll public as private, have 
their foucce in the fame princq>le« 

** If ito fpeak in thh manner be to corrupt youth, I 
confefs, Athenians, that I am guilty, and def^rve to 
be puniibed. If what I fay be not true, it is moll 
eafy to convift me of my falfehood. I fee here agreat 
number of my difciples; they have only to appear* 
But, perhaps^ the referv€ and confideration (or a maf- 
ter, who ha« inftru&ed them, will prevent them from 
declaring againfl; me : at lead their fathers, brothers, 
and unales cannot, as good relatione and good citizens, 
difpenfe with their not ftanding forth to demand ven- 
geance againft. the corrupter of their fons, brothers, 
and nephews. But thefe are the perfons who take up- 
on them my defence, and intereft themfelves in the 
fuccefs of my caufe. 

** * Pafs on me what femtence you pleafe, Athenians; 
but I xan neither repent jior change niy conduft. I 
muft: not abandon or fufpend a fun£lion, which Goi 
himfelf has impofed on me. Now he has charged me 
with the car^ of inftruEliRg my fellow citizens. If 
alter having faithfully keptall fehe.pofts, wherein I was 

E laced by our generals at Potidasa, Amphipolis, and 
)elium, the fear of death fliould at this time make 
tne abandon that in which rthe JDivine Providence has 
placed me, by commanding me to pafs my life in the 
ijudy of philofophy for the inftruftion of myfelf and 
ethers ; this would be a mofl: criminal defertion indeed, 
andma>ke me highlyworthy of being <:ited beforethis 
ferbunal^ asian impious man who does not believe the 

fods. 'Shouldyourefolve to acquit me for the future., 
ihould hot faelitate to make anfwer, Athenians, I 
iionouT and love you, but I fliall choofe rather to obey 

• PUt. p. s8| ft^; " 
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*God than you, and to mylateft breath fliall never 
renounce my phik>fophy,.nor ceafe to exhort and re- 
prove you according to my cuftom, by telling each of 
you, when you come in my way. My + good friend^ 
and citizen of the mojt Jamous city in the world for 
wifdom and valour^ are you not ajjiamed to have no 
ether thoughts than that of amnjing wealthy and of ac» 
quiring glory ^ credit^ ana dignities^ whilfl you negled 
the trtajwres of prudence^ truths and wijdom^ and take 
no pains in rendering your foul as good and pcrfeSl as 
it is capable of being f 

*' P I am reproached with abjeft fear and meannefs 
©f fpirit, for being fo bufy in imparting my advice to 
«ver)' one in private, and tor having always avoided to 
be prefent in your affemblies to give my counfels to my 
eountry. I think I have fufficiently proved my courage 
and fortitude both in tlie field, where I have borne 
' arms with you, and in the fenate, when I alone op- 
pofed the unjuft fentence you pronounced againft the 
ten captains, who had not taken up and interred the 
bodies of thofe who were killed or drowned in the fea 
.fight,nej2ir the ifland Arginufae; and when, upon more 
thaa pjae^otxafion, I oppoftd the violent and cruel 
wders of the thirty tyrants* . What is it then that has 
prevented roc from appesi,ring in your aflemblies ? It 
is thatdaamon, that voice divine, which you have fo 
often beard me mention,. .>and Miletus Kas taken fo 
inuch pains to ridicule. That fpirit has attached itfelf 
to me from my infancy : it is a voices which I never 
liear, but when it, would prevent rae from perfifiing in 
fomething I have ref^lved, for it never exhorts me to 
undertake any, thing. It isjthe fiattie being, that has 
?Ways oppofed me, when I would* have intermeddled 
Jn the affairs of the republic ; and that With tlie great- 
eft reafon; for I (hould have been aimongft the dead 
long ago, had I been concerned in the nieaTures of the 




whgiag manner of accolling. 
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.ftate, wiihout cffeamg'any thing^torfic advitifci^ bf 
.my.feif, or our country. Do not takt it iU, I iyei«edi 
you, if I fpeak my thougiit^ wkhoctt difgoife^ and vd^ 
truth and freedom. Every man \vho wouid g«»eEOttfly 
oppofc a whole p<eople, either amongft us or clfewbcre, 
and who inflexibly applies himfclt to prevent the vio- 
lation oi the laws, and the praftice ofiiii^aity in a go- 
venuaient, will never do fo lon|^ .wktixirapunity. It is 
abfolutely neceflary for him, who ixTomid contend for 
jullice, if he has any thoughts of living, toTctnainina 
private llation, and never to have any ftiare in public 
affairs. 

•* "i For the reft, Athenians, if, in the extreme 

danger I now am, I do not imitate the beiiaviour of 

'tbofc, who upon lefs emei^encies hav« hiipiored anil 

fupplicated their judges with tears, and have bfougbt 

forth their children, relations, and friends, it is not 

through pride and obftinacy, or any conbeirtpt ior 

:you, but folely for your honour, and ior that of the 

'Whole city. You Ihould: knovir, diattkere ar^4ilfion|^ 

:our citizens, thofe who do irc^ tt^vi desth as an evtl» 

and whip give that name only to injufiice Und infiKflssf . 

At my age, and With the feputafion, true (or fa^ft, 

.whtchlhavev wouMit be confift^tiDr «xtd, sffttf^l 

:the jcflbns I have give?^ iLponthe'cofttenip^ of d^t^» 

fix> be ftfraid of it myfeli, and to teiie in my Uft 

ifi^flon all the iprtaeiples and femi^eifts d my paft 

'^ &]t witborit Fp^akingof rrvy iimey ^bic<h I ftfDuld 

r€?ctnemely iiqum by:luch a qandu^, 1 4o nctt ^irt^ i^ 

^Allowable ito entreat la jtidge, mr : w- bf^ aMo);v>e4 t>y 

fuppUcations: bt 6\s^vtoihe p^ofaadied tif>d ^<s>i{viD- 

iced. The judge: docs not fit upon the heJtcb w-^o^' 

favour hy viiolating :die laws, botub do jaiflkc in 

•confortaiaDigto tbem* He dofes HMtt fw^l* co dii^l^ar^ 

urith: bnpuaitjr whatA Am^^ji^teiG^; 4)^1- ^ do ji^i^ 

where it is due^ We pjjjght^m^f therefore to acciittoro 

you to perjury, nor you to/funer y(>viiiiclves to be ac- 

'^ ^l^ mmiU^iii. ;^^hi ](^^d>Qit^,Vba{ik:|be<-iM^ a«iithe 

* PUt. p. 34, 95, - *^ 

©tluH* 
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*^therof lis eqnartly injure jiifttct tti'A religion, arid both 
are criminals. 

'* Ddiiot,thereft)re, e?tpfc£l from m't, Atli^ian*?, tlv^t 

I fhould have recOnrfe ftmongft you to m^ans Which I 

believe neither honeft nor lawtul ; efp^ciaHy lijion'lhfs 

occafion, wherein I am aecufed of ihiplety by Melilus. 

For, if I {hauld influence you by my ^ra/efs, Anti 

thereby induce yoA to violate Y6\jtT oaths, it woiild bb 

undeniably evident, that I teach you riot to believe ih 

the gods ; and even in defending and juftifying niyfelf, 

Ihould furnifh tny adverfaries with arms agaiiift me, 

and prove that I believe no divinity. But I am very 

fair from fuch bad thoughts. I am more cort viiiced ot 

the exiftenee of God than my accufers, and fo corf- 

vinced, that I abandon myfelf to God and v«u, that 

you may judge of me as youflidU dbeiti beft W your- 

felves and me.*' 

Socrates * pronounced this dlfcoiirfe with a firm and 

intrepid tone. His air, his a6tion, his vifage,'exprefl"ed 

nothing of the aecufed: he fieemfed the mafter of his 

judges, from the affoirdff cS and grieattteft 6f foul with 

vfhifch he fpokfe, without, hdweVer lofing any thing of 

the modefty nato^al ibhitti. So noble and majeftl'c li 

deportment di fp loafed *rtd gave bflfelicfe. It is commoh 

for judges +,Avho. look upon thfeAifelVfes as the abfoltitfe 

difpenlers of Hfeihd death to fuch^s ire belbre'them, 

to expefil, out ^ a ftctH tendency of Ynirid, tliat thfey 

ftould appear, ih thdif ^J'efen^e vrilh humble fubrtiilfion 

and refpeftful awfe: a>n homage which lliey thiHik d-ue 

to >thfeir fupreme tt4itbority. 

Tim was what htippened now. MelitUs,howfevei'i.hM 
-not ^t firft the fifeh part of the voices: We have rfeafoh 
to tup^oife that thfe jud^fefe ^ffemb}cd'tt{)on this^occafion 
niight amount to five hundred, without reckoning the 
f refide;nt. The laW caiidetnned the iccufertp pay a line 

Off 
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of a thoufand drachmas*, if he had not the fifth part of 
the fuffrages. This law had been wifely eftabIifhed,to 
check the boldnefs arid impudence of calumniators. 
Melitus had been obliged to pay this fine, if Anytus 
and Lycon had not joined him, and prefented them- 
felves alfo as the accufers of Socrates. Their credit 
drew over a great number of voices, and there were 
two hundred and fourfcore againft Socrates, and, in 
confcquence, only two hundred and twenty for him. 
He wanted no more than thirty-onet to have been ac- 
c|uitted ; for he would then have had two hundred and 
fifty-one, which would have been the majority. 

6y this firft fentence the judges only declared So- 
crates guilty, without decreeing him any :]: penalty, for 
when the law did not determine the punifhment, and 
.when a crime againft the ftate was not in queftion [in 
which manner I conceive Cicero's ttrm^^Jraus capita* 
lis^ may be undcrftood) the perfon found guilty bad a 
right to choofe the penalty he thought he deferved. 
Upon his anfwer the judges deliberated a fecondtime, 
and afterwards pafled their final fentence. Socrates was 
informed that he might deixiand an abatement of the 
.penalty, and change the condemnation of death into 
jbaniihment, imprifoiunent, or a fine. He replied gene- 
.rouily, that he would choofe neither of thofe puniih- 
ments, becaufe that would be to acknowledge himfelf 
guilty. •• Athenians," faid he, " to keep. you no lon- 
ger in iufpenfe, as you oblige me to fentence myfeff 
according to what I deferv^, I condemn myfelt* for 
having paffed my life in inftruiftingyourfelvesandyour 
children ; for having neglefied with that view toy do- 
ineftic affairs, and all public employments,' arrddigni- 
ties ; for having devoted my felf entirely to the lervicc 

•^oolivres. . ■, 

-f The tcx( Tariet In Plato ^ it lays, thirty*three or thixty,v,wb9icc 
it is probably dcfeftivc. .' 

X PrimijiJentevtnsJUUuebani tantumjudicts damnarptt an abfokerM Ir^ 
guUm JthcntSj rco d^mmUo, fi/raus mpiulis n$H ej/ct, quafi pana f/Umaim* . ^ 
Jcntcntta, cum juiicibus daretur, {nterrogabatur roix, quam fuafi afimatiift/^ 
com^ieruilfefc wuucimi confx^rmu Ci c • !• i. dc Or»t. n* ft^t| s^t. 
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rf ihy country, in labouring inoeflintly to render my 
fellow-citizens virtuous. I condemn myfelf* I fay, to 
be maintained in the Prytaneum at the cxpence ot the 
republic for the reft of my life." *This laft anfwer 
fo +much offended the judges, that they condemned 
him to drink the hemlock, a puniibment very much in 
ufe amongft them. I 

- » This ientence did not (hake the conftancy of' So- 
crates inthekaft, •• I am going,** faid he, addrfeffing 
himfelf to his judges with a noble tranquillity, ** to 
fuffer death by your order, to whi(Jh natiirc had con- 
demned me from the firft moment of my birth ; but my 
accufers will fuffer no lefs from infamy and injuftice 
by the decreet of trilth* Did you eXpeft from -me,, 
that to extricate myfeif out ofyonr hands, I fhould 
have employed, according to th^ cuftom, flattery, and 
pathetic expreilions, and the timorous- and creeping 
behaviour of a fuppliant? But in 'trials, as well as 
war, an honeft man ought not to ufe all forts of mean» 
for the prefervation of his life. It is- equally diflio- 
nourable both in tbeone and the other, to ranfom it 
only by prayers and tear»v. and all thofe other abjeft 
methoas, you fee every day praSifed by people in my 
pre fent condition J* . . - v . * ' 

Apoliodortit^^who was one of his friends- and difci- 

fles, having, advanced to him to ex pre fs his grief for 
is dying innocent : •* What," replied hewith a fmile, 
'• wpuld yott have had me die guilty?" 

• Plutarch,, to fhow, that only our weakeft part, 
the body, x» iiv the power of man; but thatf there ^s 

» Plaii p. 9^. ' »»De Anim. Tranqml. p. 475. • 
* Sc^ppcart in PJato, :t|at ?fter this diCcourfe, Socnvstl withovf 
doubt to remove from him all imputation of pride and contumacy, mo- 
deftly- offered to piiy a fine proporitcmatc t»-l7is' indigence, that is to 
(»y,.Ofi^ miaa (^cy livres) and that a^ the inffancc^ of his ffieffds, wh<i 
had bourtd themrclvcs for him, hoirofe inihiaoftcrto thirty minx, 
Pi. AT« in Apol^, StcraU p. 3,8. But Xenophoit po5tlvcly aflierts the con^ 
tnry, pi 705.;. This .difference may be raeonatied, perhaps, by fitppof- 
tiif that Soc rates 'rcfufiBd at firfl to make any offer, and that he futferr<[^ 
maMt at. length to«be «vercome byibt rara^ folicitattons 6f Kiii 
. friends* , . . . > 

f O^ f^fh^f^fa pdim tK0ffi!funtf^t^$iipiiiu f^mntM innocent jffldunt 
stnigfnnfircntf Cic. J. i« deOrat. n. ^aa* 

F ^ aaothet ' 


#Hoihfff ifi6niud9r,D9(^re<hoikk paft erf u^jcmboU"<lwp'»- 

cil^s thefe ik^ir^l)!^ wwd» erf 'S'tticydttefi .whichiire.mGat 
^pptkable to his judges thaa hb accttfers^ '**'-AiiytOT 
an^ MeJ'kus nulvikiU »»,: bnt they caruartit inirt "rac." 
As ii be bad i»\i^ in tfa^ Uognage txf the PajL^v f <«' 
tune may deprive me of my goods, myficiltk^andiiif 
ji£e ; 'but I hstve a tdretafii^il^e wii^mme^'of^iiathiEtoVio- 
Jenqec^a <^9iK4 tnfirl wenB Virtu^^ inh(M:enc(2,)fcr* 
|iit«ide»4n4gr€ii^iiftfs.of mind.-/ ; '>. ^ 'i -Jii^r 
. This great nwni*, fuHy CQn-wi-nccdof tb^ ptracipfebe 
bad <fo often incuJcatfid.to hb liifctpfeftt ^&t gnBt tsiiie 
only evil a wife man ought «m fe»r^ chjofe rather to be 
deprived of foigne years, >rinch4iftfnnglithoneto'iiY«, 
than Co SorUk m 9m rnftant'tlie-^Uiry iw hb^wholE paft 
}iie» m dttthoneiuting fabifcK fm.e^oT hy the dfaanseiiil 
beb^'Viovir he was.jSvifed toi ebf^iwe with his jaig*** 
Seeing thd^ his own tiso^ h^d bu;t;9 ilighftkiuiwlfidge 
pi hiep^ h« fcferr^e^ hiinfdfifrdtn tti«itiiejjTMlgBa«nt(rf 
pofterity, aod by the g^ileccnis: facrificcof a very ai* 
vanced life,, a€:qui«ed.anHfac(r»redto himfetfthettfteffln 
^iidWipirattim) Qi 4iU fui^cQMbiagagcs* 


.* 


Sect. VIL Socrates refufes to efcnpeokt 4f'Prifon. 

• lie pojfts the tdfl ^ay ef his Lift in Jtifcourjini ztntk 

his Frimils nfok the hnmprtniiiy of i lit Sour. 'Hi 

> dnnAs 4ht Poijhn, Punifhihent ef kis Jfccufers. 

Honours paid txr his M&mory. 

■ ■ . -} • .. . 

AFTER ^hc: f^encse bad beeii:pafied upotiihinif 
t Sacr^^tfs. wi<)h |fhe hxit intrepid ?&pt& with 
which be ha4 held the typant^ in awes went ferMrird 

* hkJluii tshf J^ftnt^fimt mttdfitpm^ etc vt^ fik perit^ ^tmm_^ 

$ juMcih r^iarmm^ ifeUi /kirimefiia jamidHmaB fimSmtis ^vum fifftfi^'^ 
§mNm cottfiteM/t*** QiuiHT. 1. fc. c.rt- . .,: ' '• • • -^ 


mdegentt, 44^^mta. in^rAvdr ifpi^mum ifjk /ho aUtntiiutmM ASrfw 
po/kritt C4fatr- tA4iiu mfM Sfioidf*. ^r^ Sak^kcu. Kb;Caiiiuil aik-MMi^ 
e. xiii. 

dc vit. beau cu xxvii. .^ - ' ^i ..• . , - ..-.-• 

' . ; towards 


toti'^rrrh 'the •{)rtfdri, Whidi Ibfttb^t nam*, hif s Seftfecil, 
whin be Gntecc6 it, fthd bdcartife the r^ftdehce ol 'vlKufe 
andprbbitf^ |iis frifeffds followed hfitl thfthch, ahd 
contraued to vifit hitti di^tiivg thirty dfe^J's^ Whffch J^idlea 
bettfrfefeii Hift eoitfteftinitiori tind dfeath. 'fhe caiift of 
thatluflg dday wa^,.tte AthfrA*a«§ fttiVevefy fthP^ih]p 
to the iflb of Ddlos, to 6fFfeh^efhairi fSdrlfices; arid it 
w«g ptabfbiteA Vb pm kny ^feribft tb-Ac^Wh in thfe >eit}', ' 
iVpfti rthfe'tiifHe thfe 'prteft bf'Apblie-hia crri<^ribf! the 
p(«)p of ttiii Vfe*fife!, ^s k figffal cjf ife SepiiftWfe,- till iht 
fanic vAfiel IhtWfld- fetwrtt,. So tha*- fthf^fie^ MM'ing 
beehpafifed'Updii SeBcrMes thie dky aftfeffhM ee^mtniji^ 
b^^an^.it.^rtS fledgffify td defer the ex-ect^fi^n ot it fot* 
tWrtyday^,. durin(Tthfe continuance otthis v<i)^A0. 

Inthii lofig. JnleVval dfatb li^d fitffici^i-it (%imh{\\ty 

W prefem irfelf bedbrfe hiS' tfts iti M i^siittrSrs, a-nd i:6 
jtfflt hh conftettby fd the ptobf, n6t only by th« iV^V^f'e: 
rtgoar crffe-drnigeon-, dfid-^ife iixyns lipOn Ii4*''!d8fj|,' biii by 
the contitiliil ptofj^&^l kttA ctttt -e'itpetiMioii tit an 
ervetn, of which nature is rti^a^'S ^bhbrrehf. Mn this 
isid (Son^i(i6ft bfe did not ceafe ^6 enjc'yy t^at ptoi'dxhi^ 
tTanqcriflHt^ of mittd, -^Web 1ms frrc*nd^ l>{id al\\'a<^$ 
ad?ftir^d in- hin^. HeeAtdftai^ed theirt WHfi-tHfe P<ime 
temper he-hfld' klWk^s ^xj)reffed, and CfiCt/obfefvcs,- 
that the evening' bfck)i*6 bis de^th, he flept as f>cac6tibly* 
^ aitatiy othe¥ tiAte. H4 comfyofed alfb a hvrfin. In 
honour of Apollo and Di^fta, and tufii^d one of iKIop's* 
fables' rtftoverfe.' • ' ' , - 

'Sh^ day Bef6Ve; dYftie-fi^e dk^^ that the fliip was to 
arrive from Delo^, thfe fetarrh hf whicb was' to tVe fcVl-; 
l<JW«i by- thedeafth of Socrates^; Cril6,''hi^ intimate 
frieitd; 'Oahte'to* him edrfy in the morning' 65 letbiittf 
know that bad new's, a'nd at the f^6'^lfn'e th*t it de»v 
pend«d*ottly uponbim'felf to quit tli^priWn; tliat th^ 
gaofef was gaint^d; th^t he x^'ould -find thfe doors Open,' 
and offeired'.hiWi a^ Mi rarieat ih Tht^ff^lv. ' SocrAlcsf 
Jau||;hed at this propofal, and aflced him, " whether he 
k-new anypiiaiierout of Attica, whc^i'c {^edpfe did Aai 
*ie ?" Criti^ wfgtA the thiti'g vt*ty fcritti\%/ ^dpreffed 

« flat. iU'CrltoD. ' • ' 

him 
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}iim to take the advantage of fo precious an opportu* 
nity, adding arguments u^n arguments to induce his 
confent, and to engage him to refolve upon his efcape^ 
Without mentioning the inconfolable grief he Ihould 
fufler for the death ot fuch a friend, how ihould he fup* 
port the reproaches of an infinity of people, who would 
believe that it was in his power to have faved him, but 
that he would not facrifice a fmall part of his wealth for 
that purpofe? Can the people ever be perfuaded thai 
fo wife a man as Socrates would not quit his prifoxi^ 
when he might do it with all poflible fecurity ? Perhaps 
be might fear to expofe his iriends, or to occafion the 
lofs ottheir fortunes, or even of their lives or liberty. 
Ought there to be any thing more dear and precious to 
them than the prefervation of Socrates ? Even ftrangers 
tbemfelves difpute that honour with them; mamy of 
whom have come cxprefsly with confiderable fumsof 
money to purchafe his efcape ; and declare^, that tfaey 
Ihould think tbemfelves highlv honoured to receive 
him amongfi them, and to fupply him abundantly with 
all he ihould have occafion for. Ought he to abandoa^ 
himfelf to enemies, who have occafioned hi&being con- 
demned unjuftly, and can he think it ajlowahle to be* 
tray his own cauie ? Is it not eflential to his goodnefs 
and jufiice to fpare his fellow- citizei;is the guilt of ia- 
nocent blood ? But if all thefe motives^ c^not alter 
him, and he is not concerned iarej^ard to htmfelf, can 
he be infeniibFeto the intereils oi bis children? In 
what a condition does be leave them? . And can be for* 
get the father, to remember only the philofopheri 
. Socrates* after having heard him with attention^ 
praifed his zea;U and exprelfed his gratitude i but befoce 
lie could give into faisopinion, was foK examining Vrhe* 
thcr it was juil for hii^to diepact out of priiba without 
the confent of the Athenians^ The ^ueilion therefore 
Jiere, is to know whether a man condemned to die,, 
though unjuilly, can without a crime efcape from juf- 
tice and the laws? 1 do not know, jwshether, .even 
amon]gil . us, there are not many perfons to be found 
who believe that this may be rnade a ^ueflion. 

3 Socrate* 
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' $6crates begins with removing every thing foreign 
to the fubje^y and comes knniediately to the bottom of 
the affair. " I fhould certainly rejoice extremely, moft 
dear Crito,^ that you could perfuade me to quit this 
place» but cannot refolve to do fo, without being fir ft^ 
perfuaded* We ought not to be in pain 'upon what 
the people fay, but tor what the fole Judge of all that 
is jttft or unjuft fhall pronounce upon us>. and that( 
alone is iruih. . All the Confiderations you have alw. 
leged, as to money, reputation, family^prove nothing^:' 
unlefs you fliowme, that what you propofe i» juft and) 
lawful. It is a received and conftant psinoij^e with> 
us, that all injufiice is fliameful and fatal tohim' wfao^ 
eommits it, whatever men may fay,, or whatever good* 
or evil may be confequentiai of it- We have always 
reafoned from this principle-even feoour lateft days,.and^ 
have never departed in the leaft from it- Would it be^ 
poffible,. dear Crito,. that at our age our ^o(L feriou» 
difcourfes ihould refemble thofe of infants^ who fay. 
yes and no almoft inthe famebreath, and have nothing* 
ot fixed and determinate?'* At each pr^pofition he 
waited Ctita's anfwer and allent- 

'* JLet OS thcreibre*refume our principles^ and'endea«^ 
vour to make ufeof them at thi» time*^ It has^ always- 
been a maxim: with us^ that il is- never allowable upoit 
any pretence whatfoever taeommtfe injuiliee,. not even- 
Mi regard to thofe 'who injure us, nor to return evit 
^r evil,, and that when we have once engaged our 
word, we sre bound to keep it inviolaUy ^ no intereft 
being capable to difpenfe with it. Now ,^ if at the time 
I fliould be ready to make my efcape, the-laws and re- 
public (bould prefent tb^mfelyes in a body befior^ me^ 
what could I anfwer to» the following qudftions which 
they might put to rae? What are you going to do, So- 
crates ? To fly from juitice in this manner,, is it aught 
^Ife but ruining entirely the laws and the republic? 
Do ycKi believer thai a Itate fubfiftii) after jiu ft ice is not 
only no longer in force in it, b^it is even corrupted ^ 
fubverted, and trod under foot by particular^? But, 
fay I, the republic has done .me injuilice^ and has fen* 

tenced 
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tpa<:^d*Vne i4Tem^JaHy^ • H«re you (orgdU the hfl^s 
'vtoiiM reply that )'«» are^vanier an a^reemerit With us* 
tft fk»bn)H y<mr:^>rivate judgtiient k> the i*epubli£ ? Yovi* 
"were ui kberty^'if our gov^nmeojt and bonftitulions 
(iidliot fuityou» to retire and feitlclyoarfeWclfc'^rberc: 
Uut « r^denae of (eventy^years in our cUf^ fufikieiftiy 
deiKptcs., ibcit our plan his notdrfpleeftid ^du^and thiit' 
jioH.lifey.c complie4 wirfttt trmn. Soifelltorcfkrjowlb^ge 
ai)d eT^pi^rWu^eof it$^4ioii6Qlbb)dite. ,:ineSeE^f&iaL 
ow^i dUiy^uave, afnid dl fy^ii' poffd^fto it :i birth^hwr* 
t.lu'e, 'fcdifcoai,B©ii'^ > ^id eAaWilhmcfnt ; &yr all tbefe ^0-*- 
Qitcd tfbm rtlw- tuition »n4 prcftcffioaiof tfee xep^Siicv 
Bo ,y(ju beJfcVe.i''ojarfelf frccJid breric Harottgh cligtigew 
)fjen«s:with her,- which ycm have coaiirtwed' by anOTC 
tj^-an one, ^et5i ? . . Thougii.flie fliowW-iatcsid ijo dfcftrojr* 
)|(H», xjivti j'ott Tender her evil for ^vi I, and iiijitry for- 
i#iJL>fy ? : Hive.yoi* a tigtrt to 'aft iti chat ihaawrcr with. 
y^iirJijtUfer -and mother; and ddyon nbt fci>ow, that 
your couutry ii mf>re coriiiderable, ahd mbre- worthy 
oi reipct\, before God ^jsi nl2Bi,thaii either father or 
]9[H)ther, 6t ail iint relations in the world togeth«ir; that 
your country is to be.liOndujred artd- revered, to bv 
c«i|)j^Ued with, in her cNGefl«s^jand tro he-treated whh 
tje*'KlefneIs arfd I^indnefs, even in^ hfcr moft s^ioleot pro- 
^eetUniJs? . In a woni^thatlhfc is citliei? to be *eciaiin-J 
^d. by-NAiife counfcls and refpe£lfal i*ciiion«iirance«s, or 
i^ he oibeyed in her commands^ and. i'BdSierfid tvithoiat 
murrturing. in all fhe fhaill- decree? A« ftor-yottr clriU 
dren-,- Sacrate^, your friends ^ili Tended: tbeiwal? th€ 
fervices in your power; At l«aft the Divine Provideiicd 
wiil: not be wafntingi td them* Refign yourielt therei 
(ore iQ OMit r^afons^ aad taketbe counfel of thofewhtif 
have givjcn you birtb/.nurturev and cducatioti. Set not 
fo bigfe a vajve wpon your children, your life* pr any 
riringt in the world as juftice; fo BKdl.it Gonie to pafs/ 
tftiat wlKsn you appear before the tribunal of Flutay 
you wifl not' be at a loft to defend yburfclf in the pre- 
Jence of your judges. But if you domean yourfelf 
othi^fwi^re, we fhall continue your enemies as long as 
you' k-ve, without ever affordittg yOu rcUxation: or rc- 
i ■ pok; 



|H>fe i Mfiii Mitn y«tf jure: d»^l, etHT' fiAf^g; ^.tefkiyfe ih 
tjbfe Degiops ^low, vUl be as iiule jtavpwfrnWje t^: yoti | 

inoil ancireaviHwrft to;deftwy.<6.'.* .^ 

S(Ma*-eltes obfervad «oCr:i((>, ihalt^he A^lneelto iMve i 

agreeing in efftjfi a*»^ te'bad <>fc^l^iiig i<> ^^$ Cj^tfiAi^ 

the ik^l ^i|> returned to AthchH fwUcb w«»6 iti'oifrittnf 

all l^is ffi«jHlSk e^e«^:P4Ata»!wU0.wate ^flSk^R^|)^bditu 
tl*^ JwfifcHfcrf*rlyri$|^ljei«for4^ing» Thl5 ga^krjdiaSi^d 
ti*^lti/;t9' vf^l a .livU^, beb^nfe the «let^Hi^iniigiftr»iei 
(wfho h^ fh« dire^On ^F the pr4ferts) i|k"eft;jH %>«it time 
i]gnifying4^o-tl>e arifoner, th«trrhe was to die if>e &»m 
cUy ^ Prefestl^y after ttiey entered^ mvi (oulifl ^iHittt^s, 
whofe* cbaia^ ^^d been taken ofiT^ filtif^ ];>y Xaatippc 
Iiis wife, wU<^ iniW oae of his GhiWreiiJu-her'aftil*! 
As foon )^ (fee patGeifVeid {tl^Qv> ff^Hvg up gf^t erie^j 
fQ^bing, ^d taarifig hc^ fa«e ^4 J)air> ih^an^e, tlih 
prifop f^foitnd witlv her -c^iqplajnts, ** Q miy deato 
S^Mi^rateli'your &iend$r are.t^me tQ f<b^ yottiinl day fat 
flicv l^it tflmer' He. defire4 tfhal {be xkight be tcik»en 
away, aftd (fa^ wai immediatiely c^wriedltQtnQ.^ ; . / 
SocralQs f>«i0^d Chf reft pf tke'datf wHh biis frieuds^ 
^tfid-difcx^urfedwitll tb^m witl); M^ufuat cheeifful»efo 
and iiaick^uillity^ * [The fe^e^l-o^^cenVf^faiidn was the 
HK^' XRip€>riti»ai/ adiwd beift adapted* A^#|ie'pri9r<Qnt ecri-* 
jan^u«f»tb^t.ii':to*{fa9fiy iht knmorulii^ «af tlte fetiL 
Wb^ g^iv«''0|:<tMipi| tc» Ai^^ld-fcoiiirfe, waft a 4^^^^^^ 
uU^fodd^eed in a n^aaRet' by chtoce^ Vr^tl)!^^ artrrue !^\ is 
U>fof hac oii^bt nol lO'd^fir^ and t^e paitnt^tb di e ? 1 hia 
p](o]^fii4Qn|. u^n t0o IkeraJI^« ihiplied i&n' ofini<m^ 

. .: "if ^'^*)* *^ Ph«(3.p- 5^%>f; . * ^ , y. :. 
*'*At Ath«i^, as /i»on as ^enlehK:« was proiioupc«Kj upon a crimlnjrfi 

iko louger laV^ful to keep iacdi^o^* ^ ' 

;. . ;'.o a that 
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that a philofopber might kill himfdf. Socrates fliowj 
that nothing is more unjdft than this notion, and that 
sum, appestainifig to God^ who formed and placed him 
with his own hand in the poft he poffeffes, cannot 
abandon it without his permiffion, nor depart from life 
without his ordter. What is it then that can induce a 
philofopher to entertain this love for death? It can 
be only the* hope of that happinefs which he expe&s 
in another life; and that hope can be ix>unded only 
upon the opinion of the fours immortality. 

Socrates employed^the laft day of his life in entertain- 
ing his fricnds^upon this great an<l important fubjefir 
from which converfation Plato's admirable dialogue, 
intitled The Pkadon^ is wholly taken. He explains to 
his friends alt the arguments for believing the foul im» 
mortal,, and refutes all the objections agamft it, which 
are very near the fame as are made at this day. Thi^ 
treatife is too long for me to^ attempt an abftrafl of it. 

* Before he anlwers any of thefe objeftions, he ic* 
plores a misfortune common enough am^ngft men, 
who, in confequence of bearing ignorant perlbns, wha 
contradi6l and doubt every thing, difpute, and believe 
there is nothing certain. ^*- Is it ndt a ^reat mislortune^ 
dear Phaedon', that having reafons which are true, ccr- 
^in, and very eafy to be Underllood, there fhould, how- 
ever be thofe in the world, who are not at all affefled 
with them, from their having heard thofe frivolous dif- 
putes, wherein aU things appear fometimes true and 
ibmetimes falfe. Thefe liUjaft and unreafonable men^ 
inftead of blaming themfelves for theiie doubts, or 
chatging the narrownefs of their fenfe witih them, from 
afcribtng the defeft to the reafons themfelves,..proceed 
at length toadeteftation of tftemi* and believe them- 
felves more knowing and judicious thai^ail others, be- 
caufe they ima^ne they are the* only perfons, who 
comprehend, that there k nothing true or certain in 
the nature of things.'^ 

,.^ Socratesdemonftratesthe injufticeotthisproc^edin^. 
He obferveSi that of two things equally uncertain, it 

confifi^ 
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confills with wifdom to choofe that which is moft ad- 
vantageous with leaft hazard. " If what I advance,** 
fays he, •• upon the immortality of the foul, proves 
true, it is good to believe it ; and if, after my death, it 
proves falfe, I fliall always have the advantage from 
it, to have been lefs fenfible here of the evils which 
generally attend human life." This reafoning*of So- 
crates (which, wc are iofuppofe^ can be only real and! 
true in the mouth of a Chriftian) is very remarkable. 
If what I fay is true, I gain all things, whilft I hazard 
very little ; and if falfe I lofe nothing ; on the con» 
trary, I am ftill a great gainer. 

Socrates does not confine hirafelf to the mere fpe- 

culation of this great truth, that the foul is immortal ; he 

draws ufeful and neceflary conclufions from it for the 

coiiduf): of life ; in explaining what the hope of a hap- 

py eternity demands from man, that it be not fruftrat- 

t'd, and that inftead of attaining the rewards prepared 

ior the good, they do not experience the punifliments 

allotted for the wicked. The philofopher here fets forth 

thefe great truths, which a conftant tradition, though 

very much o^fcored by fifiion and fable, had alway$ 

prcfcrved amongft the Pagans. The hiil judgment of 

the rightibbus and wicked; the eternal punifhments to 

^hich great criminals are condemned ; a place of 

peace and joy without end for the fouls that retaiA' 

their purity and innocence, or which, during this life, 

have expiated their offences by repentance aiid fatif** 

faflion'; aiid an intermediate ftate, in which they pu* 

rify themfelves, for a certain time, from lefs confiaer*' 

able crimes-, that have not been atoned for during this' 

life. f . <: . 

^ ** My friends, there is ftill one thing, which it il 
very juft to believe ; if the foul be imiAortali it rc^ 
<iuires to be cultivated with attention, not only for* 
what we call the tim^of Hfc, but for that which is tot 

y Plat. p. 107. 

. * Monfieur Pafcs^l has expatiated upon thti retlbniiig'^iii fa^ feveatW 
atticlei and dedaccid from it a dcmoAftratioDoi iAfiaite force*. 
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followj I tafeaY! eternity ; and the leail n^lcS ift tins 
point day be Attended wkh «ntll^fs cdtifcqtrences. H 
eeeth wiere the final diffolution of beings the wicked 
Would be gredt giainers in it, by being delivered at 
^nce from their bodies, their fouls, add their vices^ 
but as tlie foul is immortal, it has no other means of 
being freed fixym it's evi!^, ti^r any fafety for it but in 
tecOtning very good ahd vety wife ; fqr it carries no»- 
thihg away with itj but its good or bad deeds, its vir- 
tues or vtOei, which are commonly the confie^irences 
of the education it has recfeited, and the eauft^s of eter- 
nal happinefs or mifery. 

»* * Wheri.the dead ai^e arrived at the fatal rcndez- 

vhuS of departed fotils, t^'hithelr their *d±nron coin 

duris thteip, they are ail Judged. Tbofe, Who have 

^flfed Iheii" liVes in a manner heitheir entirely criminal 

nor abfalutely innocent, arc feht into a place where 

iliey fuffcr pains proportioned td their faults, till being 

rpurged and cleanfedof their guilt, and afterwards rc- 

floced to libtny^ thfey receive the Hward of the good 

4ftioA« ihey have dohe in th* body** Thofe who ait 

ji^igtjd'to be Lncutable. uptni actdnnt jof the grcatncfs 

'*2^th«if ferimbs* Wh6 fj:t>m del fbtdrMtrwiik Have cobf- 

rivkc^d 'fiicnleg<s :and mUrd^s* andr e^h«p fach great 

'^ifenceis, ih^ fatal d^ftiny that pafies ijirdraient iifKin 

«hemv hvirls them into Tartarus, from wnentethcf 

»eVer depart. But thofe who are. foimd guilty of 

llh«tds, great 'iudeed, biat wtMrtky of.fatdten;. wh&'havt 

committed vioienres ih the Iranfpmts ©f rage againft 

t4«jii; fathek" tirtd; nlotlier, or have :ktiled fomt* tine in a 

JrHete«itj|tioavtetd afterwards rejfcntiJditTiefe fuifenhfe 

fame puni(l>ment, and in the fame place with the laft; 

.-feui fbr ii time t^lftly., till by tJieir ptafkn itttd flrp{yllca- 

iiens they haye objsaihed patddii from Hifefe tftty havt 

•Mijiti'edb 

K,. *i ftiit for thofe wHo have ^)afltd drfbUgh life Witb 

« PJ§fc p» iigi 1 14, 
ui, angel. , . .... 

«•. " 1 u. .peculiar 
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.peculkr ftrrftily xs>f ihatiiicrs, VteliTeredftorfithfeiT'bafe 
^artbty abodes as Froipa a |rrifon, they are received oh 
high in a pure region, which thby iftliaibit ; a*id i^ 
phi)loTop*iy iia« fttfficiently purified them, they Mite*' 
witfeotut ditar twdies throu^ all «twmity in a fefie^ 6f 
joys and delights it is not eafy to dtjfcrrbe, and which 
tile ftiortnefs %>( tny time wiM iiot|)trmil me to c^^laiti 
imoreiit large. ' ' 

** What'l have (aid will faftice,! cbncfcivcviopfov^e 
.that \ve anfirht to endeavour ftremmiiftv, t*\rbi»^oAt 
our who'le. live!*; to acquine virtu^j and wifdt^ni : ftr 
ybu fee bow graat a reward^ and ht)w hi^ a ht)p^ is 
propofed to nL And though the immOfftality ot tbe 
rfoul- were dubious,' iiiftead of app^eariffg a cCriAifity^s 
it docs, every wife man ought to affuTo- himftlf> thit 
rit is ^cll worth his «iroub!eto*r& hii belief of it itt thiy 
niann^n And indeed can there be a widre gkJrioUs 
•h^vard ? Wt ought to enchant ourfelvts wiih thi» 
'blefifed hope; for whrdi^n^x^a I have iengtl)^4cid this 
^ifoonrfe fo hiaxih/^ 

.Ctkerorex|lre&b tfaeib lioblei^imentfiof SetiMIs 
•**fithilki8:«faalidelicacy, t Alttioft ak the Wi^ tnl^ffUMH 
.thalheihelfiihe^dsadty dr^ght iti his <bahdi''he Itlklfd 
)ih Cuch aimacmer, iat; &dw^ tbaJthe lootoetl ^jXMi^tl^aAk 
mot(a»a Viotemr&donetcrhtmvfoat^i a :nyidal|]9'b<^ft^iv!/^ 
.upon him of afcending ta hta^en. Ht fle<!l»rlrfj^htt 
.ii^ii departing out- of this life, two w«ys ttt 6f^ fe- 
'jtts ( the dnc liaAs'totbe jifefce of cJternfaf tHi tery; inth, 
fouls as have fullied therafelvei here^bdtvw iii^antt^l 
^leafuirbs; atid drinrinat oBlb^is'; the tst^t tditdiifls 

* The fc^rredion of.cbe bod)[ WH UDk/iowa ^Atlif f ^a^'^ .;: 

^^MKpm'hiMiijfhk -mrk^/mM ^ddaaiftt. putJUuMi^fmti.'iiUf^'kt 

noHiad mffnten tt udi- ucrum m taiun viikntif ^ifc^kdcH . -J4u*Mk tcef^mh 4f^ 
0>i£dl^zJuU: Huas^elJciiifn^ttubliieppic^curJus animorum i corfou^excca^ntiutn* 

4fJitiuJaui' Jijjkt minima turn corpOiiSu^ contJ^io. JcJ^quc al kisJt^f^rJivt.>Ce^'c¥i 
prvfcClii rcditufn.J(U.ih/i patera , Ci-C, iWc..gu;ril. 1. i. n. 7I] 72* 

thofe 
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thofe to the happy manfions of the gods, who have re- 
tained their purity upon earth, and have led in human 
bodies a life almoft divine, 

• When Socrates had done fpeaking, Crito defired 
him to give him and the reft of his friends his laft in- 
ftru3ions in regard to his children, and other afiairSr 
that by executing them, they might have tlie confola- 
tion of doing him fome pleaiure. •* I fliall recommend 
nothing to you this day," replied Socrates, •* more than' 
I have always done, which is to take care of yourielVes. 
You cannot do yourfelves a greater fervice,.nopdb me 
and my family a greater pleafure/* Critohaving aft- 
ed him afterwards in what manner he thouglit^fit to be 
buried: " As you pleafe," faid Socratesv,**if'you can 
lay hold of me, and I -not efcape out of yow hands.*' 
At the fame time looking. upon his friends with a fmilo' 
♦* I can ntvtr pcrfuade Grito t^at- Soorates is he who 
converfes with you,, and. difpofes^ the fevcra! parts of 
. his difcourfe ; for he always imagines that I am what 
he is going to fee dead in a little while.- He confoands 
me with my carcafe,. and' ti^erefore aflcs me how I 
in^ould be interred." In fimOiing-thefe Words he'rofe 
jup 4nd w.ent to bathe himfeiS m a chamber adjoining* 
; Aft^c heeamcoutef tltebMh', his children were brought 
;tO'him,.for he had three, two very litrie, and the other 
grown up.. Hefpoke to them for fome time, gave his^ 
orders to th&Wi>men who took care of them, and then 
difmiiied them. Being returned inl!o his chamber he 
laid him. down upon his> bed. 

The fervant or the Eleven entered at the fame in- 
ftan^.and havinglnformed him, that the time for drink- 
ing^the hemlock was conteYwhiclh was at funfet)the 
fervant was fo much affeaed with forrow» that he 
turned hisback and fell a weeping* **See," faid So. 
; crates, *' the good heart of this man I Since my im- 
i prifonment he has often come to fee me, and to con- 
verfe with me. He is morci worthy than all"' bis fel- 
lows. How heartily the poor man weeps forme." 

•Pag, 1 1.5— 118* » 

^ Thi& 
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This is a remarkable example, and might teach thofe 
in an office of this kind how they ought to behave to 
all prifoners, but more efpecialiy to perfons of merits 
when they: are fo unhappy as to fall into their hands. 
The fatal cup was brought^ Socrates aiked what it was. 
neccffary for him to do. •• Nothing more," replied 
the fervant, "than, as foon as you have drank off the 
draught, to walk about till you find your legs grow 
weary, and afterwards lie down upon your bed.'* 
He took the cup. without any emotion or change in his 
colour or countenance, and regarding, the man with a 
fleady and affured look, " Well," faid he, " what fay 
you of this drink ; may one make a libation out of it ?" 
Upon being told that there was only enough for one 
dofe: ** At leaft," continued he, ** we may iay our 
prayers to the gods, as it is our duty; and implore 
them to make our exit from this world, and our lail 
ftage happy ; which is what I moil ardently beg of 
theoL." Auer having fpoken theCs words he kept filence 
for fome time, and then drank off die whole draught 
with an amazing tranquillity, and a ferenity of afp^fl 
not to be expreffed or^coaceived. 

^illthen his friends with great violence to them- 
felves had refrained from tears, but after he bad drank 
the potion, they were no longer their own nutfters, and 
wept abundantly. ApoUodorus, who had been in tears, 
during almojl the whole xonverfation, began then to 
raife great crie€, and to lament with fuch excellive 
grief, as pierced the hearts of all who were prefeat, 
Socrates alone remained unmoved, and even reproved 
his friends, though with his ufual mildnefs and good 
nature. *' What are ..you doing?" faid he to them,. 
«' I admire at you. Ahf what i« become of your vir«'. 
tiic? Was it not far this I fent away the women, that 
they -might not fallinto thefe weakneffes ? For I have 
always heard fay, tl^at\we oufht to die peaceably, and 
hlefling the godhs. Be at eaie, I beg you, and Ihow 
moire conilancy and refolution«" Tfaefe words filled, 
them with coaiufion^ and obliged them to reilrainthc^r 
ccars. 
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Ia the mean time he kopt Yo&'n^ ta. acd £re^ aund 
vcheii he found his legs gMKw. weaxy^ Im huddo^Mdnup* 
Qa> hia boU as.he had been xiirsdcdk . 

. The jk^ifon then op«»t«4 mocband.TBOsei/ Wbeit 
SocrttcB fiocmd^k begao to gaii>; vffon the hearty unco- 
ucfing-his iace, wjbictbhad been covered without doubt 
to. pre\'efit any thing (Vom diilurbing- him in his laft 
iTKUiQ^nts, '* Crito/' faid^ho, whskh were bis Jail wortk, 
'' wo owe a cock, to ^fculapiu&; difefasurge that vow 
fea me, and pray;dosi't irWget it;'' ibep a&er which ii& 
tu tt&abbcd his h&. Ciito weiot to hi&.hodyf and. ctoied 
liift nittulh ai)di'e)re&. Such wa^thei ond of Socrates: 
in .the»iirfi year'ol tlie ^^th Oiym.paa(U and the fevcti- 
tteth of Ills age. Cioero^^ iays^ he couid never read 
the^ description of- hi& death in Plato ,withoi£i^.te^ars. 

' Pi^to^ audtl^ refl) of Socraie&'s di&iples^ appi ehemU 
ing therage^oE his aecuiees wait. not fatuUed: by that 
v.i^i:i|pa» retin!dto)iM2egarato.therheiiufe.of £ux:Krdf where 
they 'ftaiieli till: the flerm hksvc av^r^ Eoiripid^, honr^ 
cvQJi:, to^irepcoaebtfae AtlieaDaanst\>0ithJthA boiTibk-Cjime 
they bad CQmiDttied, in coiidemoing the.beft of men 
to die upon fuch flight gsounds^ cfimpoied his tra^(h% 
c^Mod. Puiaaxedcs, ia.Wfaich^ umdier the name.oi tkat 
heiio^ whjQ v«afi alia defii^oyed fay. a. black caluicmiadoQ« 
hei depltMSftd the* misSof tiu^z^ of iiis: feiuid. Wheoithe 
a&9Ti came to repeat tiiis veris^ . . 

' ZoM d^Q^A i^^jufl^^Ji^ofthe Greeks to perijht 

the Whole theatitev rentembefkig Socoates^ iiL fp diftinft 
an image* of him, mQltedintoitears, and a decree pafl^ 
ed tQ prohibit' fpeahiaag' any iiiiore>Q( him in puUi^* 
Soni6i)e4iev.e Eueipide^ was deaid befope Socrates^ and 

ii€^e£bitbi§ oireomii^ncew ' '• '^ 

fiioweveiv it^wer«,the/people of Ailicits did not open 
their oyes till fome time aften the « death of j Srocrates, 
Their hatred bf i^ bti&Eed, their prejudices expired 
and time ha,Ting given thenvoppovtunity fpr refleBiont 
the notonious> injuAice of theiesteace appeared in all' 

' • Qu\i dicam de Socraie^ cujns morli ilkcrymart Jdeo ricdoncm. e^ens? Dc 
iiau Deot« 1« iii. n. 8^» 
• ^ its 
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Iks, hprrors* Nqlhing Mra| heard throughout th<;- city 
hut di£coturias iiiifavoi(r ofi SpcfaU«. The^ a^ader^yy 
the LyQa^uuA* pui^ate honf^ public wa^ks, ami mar^' 
l^et pjidjces, feemo^ ft^It to i)e*eoho ihe- found of bis- 
iQv^d VQke. Ue9€v faid they» he formed e^r- y^ueH, 
and I^IJ^ktl our cl^ildrea ta love* their oouiUrv, and k> 
honour theic parsii^a. In %h%& place be gave us hh'' 
^dotir^ble.l&ilons^ c^nd Soineiiimes made us i^afonablo 
ceproachei, to engage us iuodo warmly in^thepurruiit' 
qf virtue, Alas^! how have we rewarded him for fucfe 
importaot fecvioes? Abhens was ki um<v<ivfal Iooupfn 
ijag aad couibernation* Thoifchools wer-e^ ^biit up^- afid 
2tl 1 ex€r.c i£Q& £u fpeBded«. T be ac c u fer« w«4(e^ca I ted to 
^.CCOiiut for- the. imnoceat ^90^^ they had caufed to Ih^ 
ibed. Meiitu& was condemned to die, and tbereil b^* 
aiflied. Pkitarchi obiecwes, that all thofe, who had any 
i^are. bt tliis black. calumny, wer«in fucb-abominatto^' 
^mong^ the citiaeil<», that no< one woiild gFve then^ 
fise^ anCwer thein,any< queAaon^ nor go into t^h^- ianie 
baiK witkihem; and had the- place clearvfed whtre 
they had bath^t left they ib«Hild be polluted by touch-v 
iugiib; which* drove tbem ii\to fuch. (iefpair^ tlmt many 
of the<a k,iH(ed themfdve&« 

''The AtheniaD»« not contenled with bavingt pn« 
niibed his.accufess, cmifed a.flatu&of bra<fe'tO'be er<fiU 
ed to^him,. of tbe wofik^manlhip- oi tha cekbrated Ly^ 
fiippu^y and. placed it. ia one. 01 the ffu>SL c^H^picuous' 
part^ of the city« Theic refpe3> and gr^atitude roii» 
even to a^religioi^svAnecatioini; they dedicated' a- chapel 
to bun* a& to. a hpraanda demi^god, which they called 
Zi/xf «T«iett« that is< to f«^^ tka- ckapii of Socn^tie^* 

WE muft be very much .fu-rprifed, when g» tha 
. one fide we . eonfider theextreme-M^ifeacv* of 
the people ol Athens^ as to« what regards the- worfbip' 
of tlie guds, which ran fo high as toocc&fi^n thei^ oon*^ 

damning 
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demning the moft eminent perfons upon the fimple 
fufpicion oi their failing in refpe£l for them ; and on 
the other, when we fee the exceeding toleration, to call 
it no worfe, with which the fame people hear comedies 
every day, in which all the gods are turned into ridi- 
culc, in a manner capable of infpiring the higbefl con* 
tempt for them. All Arifiophanes's pieces abound with 
pleafantries, or rather bufiooneries, of this kind ; and 
if it is true that this poet did not know what it was to 
fp^re the greateft men of the republic, it may be faid 
alio as juftly, he was dill lefs favourable to the gods. 

Sucn were the daily entertainmcfnts in the theatre, 
which the people of Athens hot only heard without 
pain, but with fuch joy, pleafure, and applaufe, that 
they rewarded the poet with public honours, who di- 
verted them fo agreeably. What was there in Socrates 
that came near this exceilive licence ? Never did any 
perfon of the pagan world fpeak of the divinity, or of 
the adoration due to him, in fo pure, fo noble, and (o 
refpeflful a manner. He did not declare againft the gods 
publicly received and honoured by a religion more an- 
cient than the city, he only avoided imputing to them 
the crimes and iniamous aaions, which the popular cre- 
dulity afcribed to them, and which were only proper to 
depreciate and decry them in the fenfe of the people. 
He did not blame the facrifices, feilivals, nor the other 
ceremc lies of religion; he only taught,that all that pomp 
and outward ihow could not .be agreeable to the gods 
without uprightnefs of intention and purity of heart. 

This wife, this illumined, this religious man, bow- 
evejr, with all his veneration and noble feiitiments. in 
regard to the divinity, is condemned as an impious 
perfon by the fuffrages of almoll a whole people, 
without his accufers being able to inftance one fingle 
avowed fa£):, or to produce any proof with the leaft ap- 
pearance of probability. 

From whence could fo evident, fo univerfal, and fo 
determinate a contradiflion arife amon^ft the Atheni- 
ans f A people, abounding in other reipefts with wit, 
tafte, and knowledge, mull without doubt have had 

their 
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their reafohs, at leail in appearance, for a condu£l fo 
different, and fentiments fo oppofite, to their general 
chamber. May we not fay that the Athenians confider. 
ed their gods in a double light? They confined their 
real religion to the public, folemn, and hereditary wor- 
fhip, as they had received it from their anceflors, as it 
was eftablifhed by the laws of the date, had been prac^ 
tifed from immemorial time, and efpeciallv confirmed 
by the oracles, augurs, offerings, and facrifices. It is 
by this ilandard they regulated their piety ; againfl 
which they could not fuffer the leaft attempt wbatfo* 
ever: it was of this worfhip alone they were jealous ; 
it was forthefe ancient ceremonies they were fuch ar- 
dent zealots ; and they believed, though without foun* 
dation« that Socrates was an enemy to them. But there 
was another kind of religion founded upon fable, poe- 
tical fiflions, popular opinions, and foreign cuftoms ; 
for this they were little concerned, and abandoned it 
entirely to the poets, to the reprefentations of the the* 
atre, and common converfation. 

* What groffnefs did they not attribute to Juno and 
Venus ? No citizen would have been fatisfied, that his 
wife or daughters fhould have refembled thofe goddefTes. 
Timotheus, the famous mufician, having reprefented 
Diana upon the ftage of Athens, tranfported with folly, 
fury, and rage^one of the fpe3ators conceived he could 
not make a greater imprecation againil him^thantowifh 
his daughter might become the likenefs of that divinity* 
It is better, fays Plutarch, to believe there are no gods, 
than to imagine them of this kind : open and declared 
impiety being lefs profane, if we may be allowed to fay 
fo, than fogrofs and abfurd a fuperilition. 

However it be, the fentence of which we have related 
the circumilances, will, through all ages, cover Athens 
with infamy and reproach, that all the fplendor of its 
glorious a£lions, for which it is otherwife fojuftly re- 
nowned, can never obliterate, and fhows, at the fame 
time, what is to be expe3ed from a people, gentle, hu<^ 
mane, and beneficent at bottom, for fuch the Athenians 

« Fluu Ac fttpcrfttt. p. 170. 
. Vol. IV. Q really 
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ttally were, but wanp, protid, haoglrty* mcMiftaBt, 
wavering with every wind, and ev«nr imprrifion. It is 
therefore wkh reafon, that their afienWies have been 
compared to a tempeftuous £ea; as that eftemect, like 
the people, though calm and peaceable of itfelf, is fub^ 
je£k to be trequently agitated by a violeace not iu own. 

As to Socrates, it muft be allowed that the pagan 
world never produced any thing fo great and perfefi. 
When we obferve to what a be^ht he carries the fub- 
limity of his fentiments, not only in reipefl to moral 
virtue, temperance, fobriety, patience in adverfity, the 
love of poverty, and the forgivenefs of wrongs ; but 
what is lar more confiderable, in regard to the Divi. 
nity, his unity, omnipotence, creation of the worli, 
and providence in the govermncnt of it : the immor* 
tality of the foul, its ultimate end and etermd defiiny ; 
the rewards of the good, and the puniOuiient of tiie 
wicked ; when we confider this train of fublime kaow- 
iedge, we a(k our reafon, whether it is a pagm vho 
thinks and fpeaks in this manner, and can fcarce per- 
fuade ourfelves, thiit ffom fo dark and obfcure a mnd 
as paganifm ihould fliine forth fuch living and fucfa 
glorious rays of light. 

It is true, his reputation wa« not without alloy, and 
it has been affirmed, that the piirity of bis manners did 
not anfw€fr thofe of his ientiinents. ^ This queibQn has 
-been difcivffed among the karfied,.but my pka will 
not admit me to treat it in its e^teitt* The i^eader a»y 
fee. Abbe Fraguier's diil^itaition in defesceof Socntes, 
againft the reproaches titade him on account of his 
Condu^. The negative argument be malies ufe of in 
his juflification feems a very ftrong one. ]^ obferves, 
that herther Ariftophanes, m bis eomeily of The 
Clouds, which is eottreiy againll Socratcft, nor jiis vile 
accufers in his trial, have advanced «>iw word that ttenis 
■to impeach the purity of his nntaniied[«: mui k is not 
probable, tl>at fuch vioieftt enemies as thofe would 
have neglefted one of the mo ft likely ttietbodi to dif- 

credit 


credit him in tkeopiaicHi of his jiM%es, if 4^k had 
been any founilaticm or apptearaiiee iior llarc nfeof it. 

I coafefs, however, that certain principles of Plato, 
his difciple, held by him in common with his m^Ler, 
upon the nudity of the combatants in the public games, 
from which, at the fame time, he did not ex elude the 
fair fex^ and the behaviour of Socrates bimfelf, who 
wreftied naked, man toman, with Alcibiades, give us 
no great idea of that pbiloibpher's delicacy in point of 
^3odefty amd ^biAifulnefs. ' What (hall we fay of his 
vifit to Theodoia, a woman of Athens, of indiffisrent 
reputation, only to aflure himfelf widi his own eyes of 
her extraordinary beauty, which in^s much talked of, 
and of the precepts he gave her for the attra£kion of ad» 
hirers, and the retaining them in her Inares? Do (uch 
hffons conlift mach with a philofopher? I pafs over 
many other thinss in filence. 

I am the lefs. mrprifed a£ter this^ that feversS of the 
fathers have cen&red him in regard to purity of man- 
ners , .and that they hkve thought fit to appJy to him, as 
well as to his dtfeipde Piatt), what St. Paul^ iays of the 
phiUCophers; that/G^d,^ by a juil judgment, has aban*. 
doned them to a reprobate fenfe, and to the moft (hamei- 
ful lulls for their pnniihment; in that having clearly 
known there was out one true .God, they had not ho^ 
•tioured him as they ought, by publicly avowing their 
belief, and were not afiiamed to aifiociate him with an 
innumerable multitude oi' divinities, ridlculpus and 
infamous even in their own opinions* 

And in this, properly fpeaking, 4:((M|iLAs the crime of 
Socrates, who was not g nifty inth^oyes of the Athe- 
nians, biat gave occafion for his. being juAly condemn^ 
m by the eternal enalh. It had ilium inaied his foul with 
the moil pure and fublime lights, of which the pagan 
world was capable; for we are not ignorant, that all 
knowle3ge of God, even natural, cannot come but 
from himfelf alone. He held admirable principles 
>^ith relation to the divinity. He agr^i^ably rallied the 

*Xcnoph. Nfcpiorab. 1. iii. p. 783 — 78$. ^, 
' K«Hi. ch. i. vcr. 1 7*^^iu 
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fables upon which the ridiculoQs myfteries of his age 
were founded. He often fpoke, and in the mofi exalted 
.terms, of the exiftence of one only God, eternal, invi- 
fible, creator of the univerfc, fupreme direftor and ar- 
biter of all events, avenger of crimes, and rewardcrof 
virtues : but he *did not dare to give a public tellimo- 
ny of thefe great truths. He perfeftlv difcemed the 
falfe and the ridiculous of the pagan fyftem, and never- 
thelefs, as Seneca fays of the wife man, and a6led him- 
felf,'he obferved exa31y all the cuftoms and ceremo- 
nies, not as agreeable to the gods, but as enjoined by 
the laws. He t acknowledged at bottom one only divi- 
nity, and worihipped, with the people, that multitude 
of infamous idols, which ancient fuperftition had heap- 
ed up during a long fucceflion of ages. He held pecu- 
liar opinions in the fchools, but followed thelmultitude 
in the temples. As a philofopher, he defpifed and de- 
tefted the idols in fecret ; as a citizen of Athens and a 
fenator, he paid them in public the fame adoration witli 
others; by fo much the more to be condemned, fays 
St. Augufiin, as that worfliip, which was only external 
and difiembled, feemed to the people to be the effeft 
of fincerity and convi£lion. 

And it cannot be faid that Socrates altered his con* 
duft at the end of his life, or that he then expreffcd a 
greater zeal for truth. In his defence before the people, 
he declared, that he had always received and honoured . 
the fame gods as the Athenians; and the laft order he 
gave before he expired, was to facrifice, in his name, a 
cock to iEfculapius. Behold then this prince of the 
philofophers declared by the Delphic oracle the wifcft 
of mankind, who, notwithflanding his internal convic- 
tion of one only divinity, dies inthebofom of idolatry^ 

*Quie omnU (ait Seneca) Japiensjervabjt tan^Uant legikts jujpt^ irea tanqua^ 
diif grata— Omnem iJUm igntbilem deorum turham, ^am longo avo Umgojupet* 
Jiitio (ongejlitjjict inquiu adorabimysj ut maiinerimus ot/teM ejus magis ad m- 
ffw, quatftadrem^ pcrtin<re-^Sed ifity qutm phihfopkia quajp, ii^rum facerat, 
tameitt quia illujlris fenator craty cJtbat quod reprfhendehaU/igeiat quoaargve' 
httt, qu$d culpabat adorabat^eo damnabihs, qua iita qua menMacitur agetai^ f^ 
ageret^ ut eum papulus vcradter agert cxtftimaret, S. Avgust. dc civit.Dei. 
1. vi. c. !•. 

t E^rum/MpUntts, quos pkUofophos vacant^ JchoUs kabehnt ijJfcndfntcst ct 
Umpiacammunia, Id. lib. de v€r. itl c. t. 
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and with the prbfel&on of adoring all the gods •f the 
paj^n theology. Socrates is the more inexcufable in 
this, that declaring himfelf a man exprefsly appointed 
by heaven to bear witnefs to the truth, he fails in the 
moft eiTential duty of the glorious commiflion he af- 
cribes to himfelf. For if there be any truth in religion, 
that we ought more particularly to avow, it is that which 
regards the unity of the Godhead, and the vanity of idol 
worfliip. In this his courage had been well placed; nor 
would it have been any great difficulty to Socrates, de- 
termined, befides, as he was, to'die. But, favs *St. 
Auguftin, thefe philofophers were not defignedoy God 
to enlighten the world, nor to bring men over from the 
impious worfhip of falfe deities to the holy religion of 
the true God. 

We cannot deny Socrates to have been the hero of 
the pagan world in regard to moral virtues. But to 
judge rightly of him, let us draw a parallel between this 
foppofed hero and the martyrs of Chriftianity, who 
often were young children and tender virgins, and yet 
were not atraid to ihed the lail drop of their blood, to 
defend and confirm the Jame truths which Socrates 
knew, without daring to aiTert in public : I mean, the 
unity of God, and the vanity of idols. Let us alfo com- 

i)are the fo much-boafted death of this prince of philo- 
bphers with that of our holy bifiiops, who have done 
the Chrillian religion fo mucn honour by their fublimi- 
ty of genius,the extent of their knowledge,and the beau- 
ty and excellence of their writings; a faint Cyprian, a 
faint Auguftin, and fo many others who wfire all fecn 
to die in the bofom of humility, fuUy convinced of their 
unworthinefs and nothingnefs, penetrated with a lively 
fear of the judgments of God, and expe£ling their fal. 
vation from his fole goodnefs and condefcending mer- 
cy. Philofophy infpires no fuch fentiments ; the)^ could 
proceedonly from the grace of the Mediator, which, we 
are taught to believe^ Socrates did not deferve toknow.^ 

* Nonjfc ifla nsti erant^ yt p^pulorumfwnm epinionm ad vtrum euhum vert 
Dti d Jtrndacronm fuperfiUiofu ciqm o^ hujw nwuU vaniUU cmvtrltrcnt* 
S« AvcuiX. lib. dcvcr. ici. c. s. 
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Hanners andCufioms of tke Greeks^ 

THE moft effentfal part of htftoiy, and whick ft 
concerns the reader moft to know, is that vrfncb 
explains the charafler and manners as well of thcpeo- 
pie in general, as of the great perfons in particular of 
whom It treats ; and this may be foid to be in fomc fort 
the foul of hiftory,of whichthe fafls are only the bo(ijr. 
I have endeavoured, as occafion offered, to paint iii 
tiieir true colours t!ie moft illuftrious perfonages of 
Greece; it remains for me to {how the genius and 
charatVer of tl»e people themfelves, I flrall confine 
ftiyfclf to thofe ot Lacedaemon and Athens, who al- 
<\'ays held the firft rank, amongft the Greeks, and ffifalJ 
reauce wliat 1 have to fay upon this fttbjeft to thretf 
beads; their pofirrVaf government, war» and religion, 
Sl^oniirs, Meui-fiiis, rott^i and fcveral others, vrha 
have written uponthe Grecian antiquities, fupply tntf 
with great tights, ajld arc of equal nfe to me in tb^ 
matters it remains for me to treat. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of political Governfnent. 

THERE are three principal forms of government : 
Monarchy^ in which a fingle perfon reigns ; AriJ- 
tocracyy in which the eldeft and wifeft govern ; and 
Democracy^ in which the fupreme authority is lodged 
in the hands, of the people. The nioft celebrated wri- 
ters of antiquity, as Plato, Ariftotle, Polybius, and 
Plutarch, give the preference to the firft kind, as in^ 
eluding the moft advantages with the feweft inconve- 
niencies. But all agree, and it cannot be too often in- 
culcated, that the end of all government, and the duty 
in every one in authority, in whatfoever manner it be, 
is to ule his utmoft enacavowrs to render thoi'e under 
his coi^mand happy and juft, by obtaining for them 
on the one iide fafety and tranquillity, with the advan- 
tages and conveniencies of life; and, on the otlier, all 
the means and helps that may contribute to making 
them virfe-uous. As the pilot's end, faysX^icero*, is to 
ft^er his veffel happily into its port, the phyfician's to 
prefcrVe or reftorc health, the general's of an army to 
obtain viftory , fo a prince, and every man who governs 
others, ought to make the utility of the governed his 
view and motive, and to remember, that the fupreme 
rule of all juft government is the good of the public, 
^Salus populi Juprtma Ux efto. He adds, that iht 
greatcft and moft ftobk funftion in the world is to be 
the author of the happincfs of mankind. 

Plato, in a hundred places, eftecms as nothing the 
moft fhining qualities and a£lions of thofe who govern, 
if they do not tend to promote the two great ends I ha v4 
mentioned, thfe virtue and happinefs of the people; 

* Cic. de. leg. 1. iii. n. 8. 
♦ TeneS'tte igitut^ modtratorem ilium reip. quo refcrre velimus omnia f'-^Vt 
pitcriULtQricH^usfecundus, medkofaks, imperatori vifloria,/c huic moderatori 
reip. Uatacivmm vita prepofita ^, ut opihusjirma, copiis locupUst gloria ampla, 
virtuU honeflafit. Hujus cnim operis maximi inter homintf atqnc ottimi iUum 
ejcpcrfia^fm voli. Ad. Altit. I, viii. Bpift. to. 
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and he refutes at large, in the firft ^book of his Re* 
public, oneThrafymachas, who advanced, that fub- 
jcfls were bom for the prince, and not the prince for 
hiS f tibje^ts ; and that whatever promoted the interefis 
oi the prince and commonwealth, ought to be deemed 
j'jfl and lawful. 

In the diilin&ions which have been made upon the 
fevcral forms of government, it has been agreed. That 
would be the moil perfe£l which (hould unite in itfelf, 
by a happy mixture of inftitutions, all the advantages, 
and exclude all theinconveniencies,of the reft; andal- 
moll all the ancients have believed '', that the Lacederao- 
nian government came neareft to this ideaof perfe^ion. 

ARTICLE I. 

Oftlu Govfrnmeni of Sf aria. 

FROM the time that the Herachdes had re-entered 
Peloponnefus, Sparta was governed by two kings, 
who were always of the fame two families, defcended 
from Hercules by two different branches, as 1 haveob- 
Xerved el fe where. Whether from pride, or the abufe of 
defpotic power on the fide of the kings, or the defireof 
independence, and an immoderate loye of liberty on 
that of the people, Sparta, in its beginnings, was al- 
ways involved in commotions ana revolts; which 
would infallibly have occafioned its ruin, as had hap- 
pened at Argos and Meifene, two neighbouring cities, 
equally powerful with itfelf, if the wife forelqght of 
Lycurgus had not prevented fatal confequences by the 
rcf'oniiation he made in theftate. I have related it at 
large **in the life of that legiflator, and (hall only touch 
here upon what regards the government. 

SlCT. I. Abridged Idea of the Spartan GovefnmenU 
Entire SubmiJJion to the Laws in a Manner the Soul 
of it. 

LYCURGUS reflored order and peace in Sparta by 
the eftablifliment of the fen ate. It confifted of 
twenty-eight fenators, and the two kings preiided in.it. 
»l*agc 338—343. « Polyb. 1. vi. p. 458, 459. * Vol. II. 
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This auguft icounfel, formed out of the wifeft and moft 
experienced men in the nation, ferved as a counter- 
poife to the two other authorities, that of the kings, and 
that of the people ; and whenever the one was for over- 
bearing the other, the fenate interpofed, by joining 
the weakeft, and thereby held the balance between both. 
At length, to' prevent this body itfelf from abufing its 
power, which was very great, a kind of curb was an- 
nexed to- tt, by the nomination of five Ephori, who 
were eletled out of the people, whofe office lafted only 
one year, and Who had authority, not only over the fe- 
naiors, but the kings themfelvcs. 

• The power of the kings was extremely limited, efpe- 
cially in the city, and in time of peace. In war they 
had the command of the fleets and armies, and at that 
time greater authority. « However, they had even then 
a' kind of infpe£iors and «onlmiflioners afTigned them, 
who ferved as a neceflary.council, and were generally 
chofen for that office, from their being out of favour 
with them, in order that there fhould be no connivance 
on their fide, and the republic be the better ferved. 
There was almoft continually fome fecret mifunder- 
ttanding between the two kings; whether it proceeded 
from a natural jealoufy between the two branches, or 
was the effeft of the Spartan policy, to which their too 
great union might have given umbrage. 

♦ The Ephori had a greater authority at Sparta>, than 
the Tribunes of the Roman people. They preiidcd in 
theele£lion of the magiflrates, and could call them to 
an account for their adminiftration. Their power ex- 
tended even to the perfons of their kings, and of the 
princes of the blood royal, whom they had a right to 
Mnprifon, which they aftually.ufed In regard to Paafa- 
nias. When thty fat upon their feats in the tribunal^ 
they did not rife up when the kings entered, which was 
a mark of re{pe6t paid them by all the other magiftrates, 
and fcems to imply a kind of fuperiority in the Ephori 
from their reprefcnting the people; and it is obfervcd 

• Arift. «lc rrp. 1. i. p. q^\, 
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of AgefilaQS *, diayB when he was feated upon his tbrcifO' 
to difpeafe juftice» and the £phori came in» he neves' 
failed to rife up to do then^i booiHM^. It is very proha^ 
hie, that, before him,, it was not uiual for the kings to 
behave ia tbl^t BUMner,- PIut)u'<hs relatifig this behak 
vio^r of ^efilaas a^ peculiar to him. 

All p«hlic buflnefs was propofed and examiaedi in 
the fenate, and ref#lutions paued aecordiogly i& the 
famo place. But the decrees ^f the feoat^ wer<e not of. 
ftrce, uftlerfft ratified by the people* 

There Bmft lmy<ti been exc^edio^g wifdom in the 
laws eftabliQied by Lyeursus for the* government o^ 
Sparta, becaufev at k>iig as t«ey wereexaflly obferved, 
no comauHions or fewions of th^ people were ever 
linown in the cit)it, Ho change in the fbrsa of g<»vein^ 
ment wat ever pitopoledv no private perfen uiurped^ 
a^uihorify by violence^ et laade himielf tyrant; tbe 
people never thxxj^ht of depriving the two families^ 
w which.it had* always been, of the fovereignty^ mf 
did any of the kings ever attempt to aflume more pow« 
ex than the laws admitted* sThis refle&ion, which both> 
IKenophon and Polybius make^ (hows the idea they had 
qf the wifdom of Lycurgus, in point of his policy, aodr 
the opinion we- ought to haveoiit. IneffeQ:, no other 
qity oi Greece had this advanta^, and all of themex# 
perienced many changes and VLciilitndes, for want o& 
the like laws to perpetuate their form of government. 

The reafon of this conftancy and ftability' ef tht) 
J^aoeda&mpmans in tlieir. government ani ccmdufi ii»> 
that in Sparta the laws governed abfolutely^ and. with 
fovereign authority; whereas the grcateft part of the 
other Grecian cities, abandoned to the caprice of pri* 
vate men« to defpotic power, to an arbitrary and ir*' 
regular fway, experienced the truth of Plato's fayingS 
That the city is miferable, where the magiftrates com' 
xnand the laws, and not the laws the magiiirates. 

-♦ Plot, in Agefil. p. ^97. s Xenoph. in A^I. p. 6su 

JTolyb. 1. vi, p, 456. ^ Plut, 1. if • dc leg. p. 715* 
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The Example of Afgos and Meffene, which 1 hav4 
already telated^vwould alone fuffice to fliow bow juft 
and true thai reSeflioh i^ * After their return from th* 
Trojan war, the Gre^s, diftinguiftcd by the name of 
Dorians^ eftabliihed themfelvcs in three cities of Pelo- 
ponAefu^, Lacedsfrmon» Argos, and Meffene; and 
fwore alliance, and proteftion of each other. Thef^ 
thre* cities, governed alike by monarchical power, had 
the fame advantages ; except in the fertility of the lands 
where they were fituated, in which the two latter car* 
ified it ejftremdiy. Argos and Meffene however did not 
long preferve their fuperiority. The haughtinefsof the 
kingis, and the difobedience of the people, occafioned 
their fall from the flourifhing condition in which they 
had been at fii'ft ; and their example proved, fays Plur 
tarch After Plato^ that it was the peculiar favour of the 
gods, which gave the Spartans fuch a man as Ly cufgu^f, 
capable of prefcribitig' fo wife and reafonable a plan of 
government. 

To fuppdrt il1\^it?hout change, particular care wa« 
taken to educate the youth according to the laws and 
rtiannei^ of the cotintry, m order that they' might be- 
come a fecond oatnte in theTti,.by bein? early ingraft* 
ed into thetn, and'coriErmed by long Habitude. The 
hard;and fobcr mantier in which they Were brought upj 
infpited them during the reft of their lives with a rn^m • 
furai- tafte for frugality and temperance, that diftin^ 
guifficd them from all othei' pet)j;)le, andwdnderfulfy 
adaptfetfthem tofupport the fatigued of war. »PIato ob- 
fcrv^sT, that tfifs felticary ctfffonl had* bafiiflied from 
Sparta, *nd all tire tfAHtoiy ilrit^depenrferice", drunk:-. 
pnaeis, deb^Mcbery, aad all theis coBfequenJtiai drlbr« 
ders; infomuckthat it was« e/ime puniihable by law 
tO'drmk WICK f^ excefii evep in tltc Bacckafmtia, Wfiifch 
every where elfe went days of Heence, vrhereon whdle 
cities gave themfelves up tg the laft exceffes. 

Th^ alfo accuftomed the children from their earjieft 
infancy to an entire fubmillion to the laws, magiftrates, 

*» Plat. 1, iii. de leg. p. 683—685. Plut. tn Lycurj p. 43. 

»Plat. I i, dc leg. p. 637. \T|^ 
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and all in authority; and * thetr education^ properly 
fpeaking, was no more than an apprenticdbip of obe* 
oiencc. It was for this reafon Ageulaus advifed Xeno- 

fihon to fend bis children to Sparta, as to an excellent 
choolt, where they might learn thegreateft ^d inoft 
noble of all fciences, to oieyand to command^ for the 
one naturally leads on to the other. It was hot only 
the mean, the poor, and the ordinary citizens, who were 
fubje£led in this manner to the laws, but the rich, the 
powerful, the magiflrates, and even kings; and they 
did not diftinguifli themfely^s from the others in any 
thing but a more exa£l obedu&tice; convinced that 
fuch behaviour was the fureft means to their being 
obeyed and refpef^cd themfelves by their inferiors. 

* tience came the fo much-cekbrated anfwers of 
Demaratus. Xerxes could hot comprehend how the 
Laced afmonlans, who had no mailer to controul them, 
ihould be capable to confront dangers and death. 
** They are free and independent of sdl mien," replied 
Demaratus, **but the law is above them and com* 
SHands them, and that law ordains that they mufi con- 
quer or die." "*Upon another occaiion, when forae- 
]body exprefled their fuj>rife, that being king he ihould 
fuffer himfelf to be baniihed : •• It is, favs he, " be- 
eaufe at Sparta the laws are ilronger than tne kings*" 

*This appears evidently in. the readv obedience of 
Agefiiaus to the orders of the Ephori, when recalled by 
thexa to the fupport of his country ; a dejicate occafion 
for a king and a eoiiqueror; but to hin^ it fe^me^ more^ 
gtoripus to bb^iy his country and the laws, than tacon* 
IRand numerous armies, or even to conquer A(ia. 

' * Herod. I. vii. c. 145$ t^, ^Vht^ in Apopbw Lacon. p. tfo. 

• Idem, ia Afciil. p. €03, 604. 

)B Acf ill. p. 606. 

} MuUofUrioJius duxit^JiinJHluttffairiafgruififf ^umji kUfiJi^iufi 
4Jkm» CwJi M. Ni^ it» Af cfi)» c». iv. 
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Sect. II» Lov< of Poverty injlituted at Sparta^ 

nrX> this entire fubmiflion to the laws of the fiate, 

JL Ly curgus added another principle of government 

no lefs admimble, which was to remove from Sparta all 

luxury » profufion, and magnificence; to decry riches 

abfolutefy , to make poverty honourable, and at the fame 

time neceifary, by lubftituting a fpecies of iron money 

to gold and filver coin, which till then had been cur« 

rent. I have explained elfewhere the meafures that 

were ufed to make fo difficult an undertaking fucceed, 

and Qiall confine niyfelf here to examining what judg. 

ment ihould be paUed on it» as it affe£ls a government. 

The poverty to which Lycurgus reduced Sparta, and 

which icemea to prohibit all conqueft, and to deprive 

it of all means to augment its force and grandeur, was 

well adapted to rendering it powerful and flouriihing* 

Such a conftitution of government, which till then had 

no example, nor has fince been imitated by any ilate, 

argues a great fund of prudence and policy in a legif- 

lator; and the medium conceived afterwards under 

Lyfander, in continuing individuals in their poverty, 

and reftoring to the public the ufe of gold and filver 

coin, was it not a wife amendment oi what was too 

firaiaed and exceflive in that Iciw of Lycurgus of which 

we are fpeaking? 

It feems, if we eonfult only rtie commoh views ti 
hum^n prudence, that it is juH to reafon in this manner ; 
but the event, which is an infallible evidence and arbi* 
ter in this place, obliges me to be of a quite different 
opinion* Whilil Sparta remained poor, and perfifted in 
the contempt of gold and filver, which continued for 
feveral ages, fhe was powerful and glorious, and the 
commencement of her decline may be dated from the 
time when (he began to break through the fevere prohi- 
bition of Lycurgus agatnft the ufe of gold and filver 
money, 

rtic education which he inllituted for the young La- 

tedsemonians, the hard and (bber life which he reconi- 

ft ' mended 
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mended with fo much care the painful and violent ex* 
ercifes of the body pfe(<:ribed by hinr^ the abftraftion 
from all other application and employment; in a word, 
all his laws and mftitutions fliow, that his- view was td 
form a people of foldier^, folely devoted to arms smd 
military fun£lions. I do not pretend to juftify abfo* 
lutely this fcheme, which had its great inconveniences, 
and I have exprefled my thottghts of it elfewhere. But 
admitting it good, we muft confefs that legiflator (how« 
cd great wifdom in the meatw he took for its execution* 

The almoft inevitable danger of a people folely train* 
cd up for war, who have always their arms m their 
hands, and" what is moft to be feared, is.injufl:ice, vio- 
lence, ambition, the defire of increafing their power, 
of taking advantage of their neighbours* weaknefs, of- 
opprefling them by force, of invading their lands undef 
falfe pretexts, which the luft of dominion never fails to 
fuggeft, and of extending their bounds as far a^ pofiibIe» 
all vices and extremes, which are horrid in private per- 
fons, and the ordinary commence of life, but which 
men have thought fit to applaud as grandeur and glory 
in the perfons of princes and conquerors. 

The great care of Lycurgus was to defend his pepplt 
againft this dangerou s temptation. Without mention^ 
ing the other means he made ufc of, he employed two 
which could not fail of pmducing their effeft. The 
♦ firft was to pfohibft all navigation and war at fea td 
Ills citizens. The fituation of his city, and the fear left 
commerce, the ufual fource of lujfury and depravation, 
Aould corrupt the purity of the Spartkn manners, 
might have a Ihare in this decree. £ut his princij^l 
fliotive was to put it dUt of' Ilk citisiens power to pr<Kf 
jeft conquefts, which a people, fliut up within the nar* 
fow bounds of a peninfula, could not carry Very far, 
wichont being mafters at fea. 

The fecond means, ftill more efficacious, was to for- 
bid all ufe of gold or filver money, and to introduce a 
fpecies of iron coin in its flead, which was of great 

LacoD. p. 209, ^ 
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if^t and fmall value» an<i ci»uld only be current air 
hom«. . How with huth money fhotild lordgm trooper 
be raifed and paid, fleet» fitted out, and numerous er« 
mies kept up either by* land orTea? 

So that the defigvof Lycurgus^in rendering his cit]^ 
warlike, and putting arnro into their bands, was not» as.' 
""•Polybius obferves, and Piutaurch after him, to make: 
them illuftrious conc^tterors, who might carry warintob 
remote regions, and fubjefk great numbers of people* • 
His foie end was, that, fliut up within the extent ottho> 
lands and dominion left them by their anceftors,* thejr* 
fhould have no thoughts, but of maintaining themfelves' 
in peace, and defending themfelves fuccefsfuUy againft 
fuch of their neighbours as fliould have the raflinefs tO' 
invade them ; and for this they had occafion for neither 
gold nor filver, finding in their own country, and ftill 
more in their fober and temperate manner of Kfe^ alt 
that was fufficieni for the iupport of their armies,, 
when they did not quit their own, or the lands of theiv 
neighbours. 

Now, fays Polybius, this plan once admitted, it muft* 
be allowed, that there is nothing more wife nor morer 
happily conceived than the inftitutions of Lycnrgui^ 
for the maintaining, a people in the poflieffion of idbeir 
liberty, and to fecure to them the enjoyment of peace 
and tranquillity* In eiied, let us imagine a little re*t 
public, like that of Sparta, of which all the citizimt are 
inured to labour, acGuflomed to live on a little, warlike,! 
couragtous,. intrepid; and that the fundamental* prin» 
ciple of this fmall republic, is to do no wrong to an^rr 
one, nor to difturb its neighbours, nor invade theiif 
lands or intereils^ but, an the contrary, to declare ia 
£avour of the OTpreifed againft the injuftice and vio^ 
lence of oppreflor^;' is it not certain, that fuch a're<» 
public, furrounded by a great number of fiates of equals 
extent, would be generaHy refpefled by all the neighw^ 
boiM'ing people, would become the fupreme arbiter o£ 
all their quarrels, and exercife an empire over them, by 
fo much the more glorious and tailing, as it would be 

• Polyb; U m f^ ^U Pint* ii^lycuif . p* £9- * ' 
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iwlanury« and founded * folely in the opinion thofe 
neighbours would have of its virtue, juftice, and valour? 
• f This was the end Lycurgus propofed to himfelf. 
Convinced that the happinefs of a >city, like that of a 
private perfon, depends iq>on virtue, and upon being 
well within itfelf, he regulated Sparta fo as it might 
always fufSce to its own happinefs, and aO: upon prin* 
ciples of wifdom and equity. From thence arofe that 
univerfal efteeni of the neighbouring people and even 
of (Irangers for the Lacedaemonians, who aflced of them 
neither money, ihips, nor troops; but only that they 
would lend them a Spartan to command their armies; 
and when they had obtained their requeft, they paid 
him entire obedience, with every kind of honour and 
refpe^l. In this manner the Sicilians obeyed Gy lip- 
pus, the Chaicidians Brafidas, and all the Greeks of 
Afia, Lyfander, Callicratidas, and AgeClaus; * regard- 
ing the city of Sparta as a model for all others, in the 
arts of living and governing. 

The epocha of the decleniion of Sparta begins with 
the open violation of Lycurgus's laws. I do not pre- 
tend that they had always been exa£l[y obferved till that 
time, which was far from the cafe; but the fpirit and 
genius of thofe laws had almoft always prevailed with 
die majoritv of the perfons who governed. No fooner 
had the amoition of reigning over all Greece infpired 
diem with the defign of having naval armies and fo- 
i;eign troops, and that money was neceflary for the fup- 
port of thofe forces, Sparta, forgetting her ancieiit 
maxims, faw herfelf reduced to have recourfe to the 
Barbarians, which till then Ihe had detefted^ and bafely 
to make her court to the kings of PerQa, whom ihe had 
(ormerly vanquiflied with fo much glory ; and that 
only to draw from them fome aids of money and troops 
againft their own brethren, that is to fay, againft peo- 
we born and fettled in Greece like therafel ves. Thus 
had they the imprudence and misfortune toxecal witK 

9 Plut. p. 58. 
* ITj^ avfAWma-etv mv nwr "Z'^a^TMrmv #«Xiv wa^trto ntU ymyit n 
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gp\d and filver into Sparta, all the vices and crimes 
which the iron money banifhed ; and to prepare the way 
for the changes which enfued, and were the caufe of 
their ruin. And this infinitely exalts the wifdom of 
Lycurgas, in having forefeen, at fuch adiftance what 
might ilrike at the happinefs of his citizens, and pro- 
vided falutary remedies againft it in the torra ol go- 
vernment he ellabliflied at Sparta. Another legiflator, 
who had preceded him feveral ages, has aright to ihare 
this glory with him. 

Sect. III. Laws e/laiii/Jied by Minos in Crete the 

Model of thoje of Sparta. 

ALL the world knows that Lycurgus had formed 
the plan of moil of his laws upon the model of 
thofe obferved in the ifland^of Crete, where he palFcd a 
conifiderable time for the better ftudying of them. It 
is proper I fhould give fome idea oi them here, having 
forgot to do it in the place where it would have been 
more natural ; that is, when I fpoke for the firil time 
of Lycurgus and his inftitutions. 

' Minos, whom fable call& the fon of Jupiter, was the 
author of thefe laws. He lived about a hundred years 
before the Trojan war. He was a powerful, wife,, and 
gentle prince, and dill more eflimable for his moral 
virtues than his military abilities. After having con* 
quered the ifland of Crete, and feveral others in its 
neighbourhood, he applied himfelf to ftrengthen by 
wife laws the new ftate, of which he had poiTeUed him- 
felf by force of arms. • The end ^yhich he propofed 
in the eAablifhment of thefe laws, was to render his 
fubje£ls happy by making them virtuous. He bani(h- 
ed idlenefs and voluptuoufnefs from his ftates, and 
with them, luxury and vicious pleafures, the fruitful 
fources of all vice. Well knowing, that liberty was 
juftly regarded as the moR precious and greateft good, 
and that it cannot fubfifl without a perfect union of 
the peoplq, he endeavoured to efiabliih a kind of 

* A. M. 872ft. Ant« J. C. 128, •$li-ab. K x. p. 480. 

e(}ualtty 


$46 HISTORY Of TtfB 

equality amongft them ; which is the tje ancl bafis of it, 
and very proper to remove all envy, jealoufy, hatred, 
and difl'enfion. He did not undertake to make any 
new diviiions of lands, nor to prohibit the ufe of gold 
and filver. He applied himfetf to the uniting oi his 
fubjefcls by other tics, which fecmed to him neither 
lei's firm nor lefs reafonable. 

He decreed, that the children fliould be all brought 
up and educated together by troops and bands ; in order 
that they might learn early the fame principles and 
maxims. Their life was hard and fober. They were 
accuilom^d to be fatisiied withrit-tie. tofufFer heat and 
cold, to walk over fleep and rugged places, to ikirmifli 
with each other in fnvall parties, to fuffer courageoufly 
the blows they received, and to exercife themfelves in 
a kind of dance, in which they carried arms in their 
hands, and which was afterwards called the Pyrrhic; 
in order, fays Strabo, that even to their diverfions, 
cv^ry thing might breathe, and form them for war. 
They were alfo ni^e to learn certaih airs of mufic, 
but of a manly, martial kind. 

* They were not taught either to ride, or to wear 
bcavy armOur ; biit in r^tym, they were made to. excel 
ift drawing the bow, which was their moft ufual exer- 
cife. Crete is not a flat even country, nor fit for breed- 
ing of horfes, as is that of the Thenalians, who palTed 
for the beft cavalrj*^ in Greece; but a rough, broken 
country, full of (helves and high lands, where heavy- . 
armed troops could not exercife themfelves in tb* 
horfe-facc. Biit as to archery and light-armed foldiers, 
fit to execute the devices and flratagems of war, the 
Cretans pretended to hold the foremoft rank. 

Minos thought proper to eftablifh in Crete a commu- 
nity of tables ana meals. Befides feveral other great 
advantages which lie found in this inllitutton, as the in- 
troducing a kind of equality in his dominions, the rich 
and poor having the fame diet, the accuftoming hit 
rubje£ls to a frugal and fober life, the cementing fnend- 
Ihip and unity betweein them hy the ufual gaiety and 

• Aat. dc le^. h i. f. (sg, 
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famiUarity of the table, he had alfo in view thfe cuftont 
of Kvar, in which the foldiers are obliged to cat toge- 
ther. ■ It was the public tWat fapplred the expencei 
of thefe tables. Out of the revenues of the ftate a part 
was applied to the ufes of religion, and the falarics of 
the magiftrates, and the reft allotted for the public 
meats. So that the women, children, and men of all 
ages, were fed at the coft, and in the name of the re- 
public. In this Ariflotle gives the prefisrence to the 
meals of Crete before thofe of Sparta, wherein private 
perfons were obliged to furnifh their proportion, and ^ 
without it were not admitted into the afferhblies ; 
which was to exclude the poor. 

* After eating, the old men difcourfed upon the af* 
fairs ot the ftate. The converfation turned generally 
upon the hiftory of thfe country, upon the aftions and 
Virtues of the great men of it, who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves either by their valour in war, or their wifi 
dom in peace; and the ydtrth, who were prefent at thcfd 
entertainments, were exhorted to 'propofe thofe great 
perfons to themfelves as their thodels, for the forming 
of their manners, and the regulation of their conduft. 

▼ Minos, as well as Lycurgus; is reproached with 
having no*othcr view in his laws than war; which is a 
very great fault in a legiflator. It is true, this appear^ 
to have been his principal attention, becaufe he was 
convinced that the repofe, liberty, and riches of hi^ 
fubjefts, were tinder the protcftion, and in a mannet 
under the guard of arms and military knowledge ; thd 
conquered being deprived of all thofe adykntages by 
the vi6lor. But he ordaified, that war (hould be only 
made for the fake of peace ; and his laws are far front 
being confined to that fole objeft. • . 

Amongft the Cretans, the cultivatibn of the mind wa^ 
ftot entirely neglected, and care was taken to give thcJ 
youth fome tincture of learning. The works of * Ho-i 
mer, of much later date thart the laws of Minos, wertf 
not uoJcnown amoogft chemi thdugh Ih^ fet^fmall va<i 

« Arlft. de rep. 1. ii. c. io« - * Athen. 1. iv. pi. (43. 
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lue upon, and made tittle ufc of foreign poeU. * They 
were very curious in fuch knowledge as is proper to 
form the manners ; and, what is no fmall praife, they 
piqued themfeives upon thinking much and fpeaking 
litue* ^ The poet Epimenides, who made a voyage to 
Athens in the time of Solon, and was in great eflima- 
lion there, was of Crete, and by fome placed in the 
number of the feven fages. 

One of Minos's inilitutions, which Plato ^ admires 
the mod, was to infpire early into the youth a high re- 
fpe£l for the maxims, cuUoms, and laws of the flate, 
and not to fufTer them to difpute or call in queftion the 
wifdom of their inflitution ; but to confider them not as 
prefchb^d and impofed by men, but as emanatiims of 
the divinity himfelf. Accordingly he had induflri- 
oufly apprized the people, that Jupiter himfelf had 
di6tated them to him. He had the fame attention in 
regard to the magiftrates and aged perfons, whom he 
secommended to honour in a peculiar manner; and in 
order that nothinsT might prevent the rcfpefi doe to 
them, he ordainel, that i(^ any defers were obferved 
in them, they fhould never be mentioned in the pre* 
ience of the youth : a wife precaution, and which 
would be very becoming in tne ordinary prafiice of 
life. 

The government of Crete was at firfl monarchical, 
of which Minos has left a perfe£t model to all ages. 
According to him, as a moil great and excel lent* man 
obferves, the king can do every thing over the people, 
but the laws every thing over him. He has an abfolute 
^wer to do good, and his hands are tied up from do- 
ing evil. The laws intruft the people in his hands as 
the moil facred of depofits, upon condition that he (hall 
be their common faiber. The fame laws require, tluL 
a Cngle man by his wifdom and moderation ihall con- 
Jlitute the felicity of an infinite number of fubje^s ; 
and not that the fubjefls, by their mifery and abjed 

•flu, ae kg. t L p. 641. » Pltit» in Solon, p. 84. 

• be leg. 1. i. p. 634. 

• UonOciw de Fcs^ioni aithbiiHop of Cambray. 
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flavery, fhall be fubfittuted to gratify the pride and low 
paflions of a (ingtie man. According to him, the king 
OFught'to be <ibroad the defender of his country at the 
bead of armies, and at home the judge of his people^ 
to render them good, wife,, and happy > It is not for 
himfelf that the gods have made mm king, and he is 
only fo for the fervice of his people. He owes them 
his whole time, care, and afieiElion ; and is worthy of 
the throne, only as he forgets, and devotes himfelf to 
the public good* ^ Such is the idea 'Minos had of th« 
fovereignty, of which he was a living image in his own 
perfon, and which Hefiod has perteftly expreffed in 
two words, by calling that prince, " the moft royal of 
mortal kings," $mct>^vr»ro9 ^tmvijt 0x(ri\7iw ; that is to 
fay, that he pofTed in a fupreme degree all royal vir* 
tues, and was a king in all things. 

* It appears, that the authority of king was of ho long 
duration, and that it gave place to a republican govern* 
ment^ as Minos had intended. The fenate, compofed 
of thirty fenators, formed the public council. In that 
affemlyly the public affairs were examined, andn*efolu. "- 
tions taken; but they were of no force, till the people 
had given them their approbation, and confirmed them 
by their fuffrages. . The magiftrates, to the number of 
ten, eftabliflied for maintaining good order in the ftate; 
and therefore called * Cq/mi, held the two other bodies 
of the date in refpe£l, and were the balance between 
them. In time ot war the fame perfbns commanded the 
army. They were cbofen by lot, but only out of cer- 
tain families. Their office was for life, and they were 
not accountable to amr for their adminiftration. Out 
of this company the ienators were e]e£led. 

The Cretans made the Haves and mercenaries eulti* 
vate their lands, who were obliged to pay tbcm a cer- 
tain annual fum. They were called Periaci^ apparent- 
ly from their being people in the neighbourhood, whom 
Minos had fubje^ted. As they inhabited an ifiand, and 
confequently a country feparate from all others, the 

f Plat, in Min. p. j«o. * Arift, de rep. 1. ii. c. 10. 
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Cretans had not To much to fear from thefe vaflals as 
the Lacedaemonians from the Helots, who often joined 
the neighbouring people i^ahift them* 'A cuftom an- 
ciently ^abliihed m Crete* &om whence it was ad(^ed 
by the Romans, givea us Teafon to believe, that the vat- 
laU who inanured the lands* were treated with great 
goodnefs and favour. In the feails of Mercury, the 
mailers waited on their fiaves at tabie» and did them the 
fame o£Bces ^s they received from them the reft of the 
year; precious renins and tsaces of the primitive 
world, in which all men were equal, that feiemedto 
inform the mailers, that their fervants were of the fame 
condition with themfelves, a^id tliat to treat them with 
cruelty or pride, was to renounce humanity. 

< As a prince cannot do every thing alone, and is 
obliged to aiTociate co^operatoiswithhimfelf, forwhoie 
<enau£l he is accountable, Minos charged bis brother 
Rhadamanthus with a fliare in the adminiftratioaof juC- 
tice in the capital city ; .which is the mo£ efiential and 
indifpenfible funflion of fovere^ty* He^knew his 
jprobity, dirintercflednefs, ability, and conilancy, and 
had taken pains to form him for fo important an office. 
Another minifter had the care of the reflof the cities, 
who made a circuit three times a ^ear, to^examine whe- 
ther the laws eftablifhed by the ptinoe were duly ob- 
4erv^d, afid the inferior magiftrates and officers religi- 
fOufly acquitted themfelves of tlieir duty. 

Crete, under fo wife a government changed its afpefi 
^entirely, and feemed to have become the abode of vir- 
tue, probity, and juAice; as we may judge, frooi what 
iabie tells us of tlie bimour Jupiter did thefe three bro- 
thers, in making them the jud^s of the other world; 
ior every body knows, that fable is fiounded upon real 
hiAory, though diiguifed under agreeable emblems 
and allegories, adapted to recommend truth by the or- 
©amcnts of fancy. 

^ It was, according to fabatoius tradition, a lawefta^ 
j^lifhcd from ali times, i hat men in departing oiit,o(thii 


' Alhcn J>xiv. p. 639. 
* Flat, in Gorg. p 


s'lHat. in tdirn, p. gto.' 
fn Axiocb. p. 371. 


life 


PERSIANS AND G^&ECIANS. g51 

iife fliould be judged, in order to their receiving the 
reward or puniihmeat due to their good or evil a£lion8. 
In the reign of Satura^and in the nril years of that oF 
Jupiter, this judgment was pronounced at the inftanC 
preceding ^eath« which left room for very flagrant in- 
juilices. Princes, who had been cruel and tyrannical, 
appearing before their judges in all the pomp an^fplen- 
dor of their power, and producing witneffes to depofe 
in their favour ; becaufe, as they were ftill alive, they 
dreaded their anger; tlie judges, dazzled with this v^in 
ftow, and deceived by fuch fajfe evidence, declared 
thefe princes innocent, and difini fled them with per- 
miifion to enter into the l^appy abodes of the juft. The 
fame may be faid in regard to the rich ; but for the 
poor ana helplefs, calumny and malice purfued them^ 
.even to this laft tribunal, and £ottnd means to have 
them domed for ev«r as criminals* . 

Fable adds, that, upon rekerated complaints and 
warm remonftrancts made to Jupiter upon this ac- 
count, he changed th^ form of thefe trials. The time 
for them was fixed to be the very moment aft«r death. 
Rhadamanthus and iEacus, both fons of Jove, were 
appointed judges ; the firft for the Afiatics, the other 
for the Europeans ; and Minos over them to decide 
fupremely in cafes of doubt and obfcurity. Their tri- 
bunal is (ituated in a place called The Field of Truthj 
becaufe neither falfehood nor oalttmny can approach 
It. The greateft prince muft appear there, as foon as be 
has refigned his laft breath, deprived of all his gran- 
deur, reduced to his naked felf, wkhout defence or pro- 
tedion, filent and trembling for his own doom, after 
having made the whole world tremble for theirs. If 
he be found guilty of crimes, which are of a nature to 
be expiated, he i^ coni^fied in Tartarus for a certain 
time only, and with ^(Turance of being relcafed, as foon 
as he (hall be fufficieiitly purified. But if his crimes 
are unpardonable,. fuch as injufticc, peijtiry, and the 
oppreffion of his people, he is caft into the fame Tar- 
tarus, there to fufTer eternal mifcries- The juft, on the 
contrary, of whatfocver condition they are, are con. 
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du£)ed into the bleflfed abodes of peace and joy, i% 
partake of a felicity which Qiall have no end. 

Who does not fee that the poets, upder the cover of 
thefe fi£lions, ingenious indeed, but little to the honour 
of the gods, intended to give us the model of an ac 
coinpliihed prince, whofe firft care is to render jufiice 
to his f>eople ; and to image the extraordinary happi- 
nefs Crete enjoyed under tlie wife government of Mi- 
nos ? This happinefs did not expire with him. * The 
laws he eftabliihed, fubfifted in all their vigour even 
in Plato's time; that is to fay, more than nine hundred 
years after. ^ And they were confidered as the effeft 
of his long * converfations for many years with Jupi- 
ter, who had condefcendcd to become his teacher, to 
enter into a t familiarity with him as with a friend, 
and to form him in the great art of reigning with a fe« 
cret complacency, as a favourite difciple and a ten- 
derly-beloved fon. It is in this manner Plato explains 
thefe words of Homer: ' AMXfK7«x« o et^trnf; the moft 
exalted praife, according to him, that can be given to 
a mortal, and which that poet afcribes only to Minos. 

Notwithftanding fo fhining and folid a merit, the 
theatres of Athens refounded with nothing fo much as 
imprecations agaihft the memory of Minos ; and So- 
crates, in the dialogue of Plato I have already often 
cited, obferves upon, and gives the reafon for thejn : 
but fir{l he makes -a refle&on well worthy of being 
weighed. " When either the praife or difpraife of 
great men is in queftion, it is infinitely proper," fays 
he, *' to treat them with circumfpe&ion and wifdom; 
becaufe upon that depends the idea men form to them- 
felves of virtue and vice, and the diilinflion they ought 
to make between the good and bad. For/' adds he, 
** God conceives a jult indignation^ when a peirfon is 

' Plat, in Min. p. $tu ^ Idem. p. 31^ 

»Odyir. T. ver. 179. 

* Etjfevistrcanis Mines tdmijus*. Horat« 

f This poetical fi^lion is perhaps taken from the holy fcripturcs, 

■which fay of Mofes : '* And the Lbrd fpake unto Mofes, flee to face, 

as a man fpeakcth unto his friend." /£x9d. xxxiii. ti. 
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blamed who refembles hitnfelf ; and on the contrary 
another praifed, who U the reverfe of him. We mull 
not believe that nothing is facred but brafs and marble ; 
^he fpeaks of the ftatues that were worfliipped :) the 
juft man is the moil facred, and the wicked the moft 
deteftable, of all beings in this world." 

After this refleftion, Socrates obferves, that thefource 
and caufe of the Athenians hatred of Minos was the un* 
juft and cruel tribute he impofed upon them, in oblig- 
ing them to fend him, every nine years, feven young 
jncn and as many maids, to be devoured by the Mino« 
taur ; and he could not avoid reproaching that prince, 
with having drawn upon bimfelf the abhorrence of a 
city like Athens abounding with learned men, and of 
having (harpened the tongues of the poets againft him, a 
dangerous jind formidable race of men, from the poifon** 
ed mafts they never fail to let fly againft their enemies. 

It appears from what I have repeated, that Plato im- 
putes to Minos the impofition of that cruel tribute. 
Apollodorus, Strabo, and Plutarch feem to be of the 
fame opinion. * Monfieur the Abbe Banier alleges and 
proves, that they are miftaken, and confound the &rft 
Minos, of whom we jTpeak, with a fecond his grandfon, 
.who reigned after him in Crete,^ and to avenge^the 
death 01 his fon Androgeus killed in Attica, declared 
war againft the Athenians, and impofed that tribute, to 
which Thefeus put an end by killing the Minotaur^ 
It would indeed be difticuk to reconcile fo inhuman 
and barbarous a c^rtdud with what all antiquity relates 
jofithe^oodnhf6vtetf)ity, and equityi^f' Minds, and the 
•xnagiuficent praifes it. beftows upon the polity ai?d in*' 

.ftitutions of Crete* . . » 

It is true the Cjretans degeneriited very much from 
their ancient reputation, which at length they abfo- 
lutely loft by an entire change of their manners, be- 
coming avaricious, and felf-inter^fled to a degree of 
thinking that no gain was bafe, enemies of labour and 
regularity of life, profefTed- liars and knaves; fo that 

* Mcin^ 4e.rAci^d« ^c* Infcrip. Tom. Ill, 

Vol. IV. R to 


354 HISTORY OF THE 

to Crttift became a proverb amongft the Greeks, hn- 
p lying to lie and to deceive. Every body knows that 
* St. raul cites againft them as truth the teftimony of 
one of their ancient poets, (it is believed of £pimenide$j 
^^'\\o paints them in colours much to their diihonour; 
but this change of manners, in whatever time it might 
arrive, docs not at ali affe6l the probity of the ancient 
Cretans, nor the glory of Minos their king. 

• The mofl certain proof of that legislator's wif- 
<ioin, as Plato obferveS) is the folid and tailing happi- 
tiefs, which was the effe^i of the fole imitation of bis 
Jaws' by Sparta* l^ycurgus had regulated the govern- 
ment of that city upon the plan and idea of that of 
Crete, and it fubfiiled in an uniform manner for many 
ages, withont experiencing the viciilitudes and revolu* 
tioas fo common in all the other ftates of Greece. 

ARTICLE IL 

Of tJu Government of Athens^ 

THE government of Athens was neither fo penna- 
nent and fo uniform as that of Sparta, but niflfered 
various alterations, according to the diverfity of times 
and conjunftures. Athens, after having long been go- 
verned by kings, and afterwards by archons, aiTumed 
entire liberty, which gave place however for fome years 
to the tyrannic power of the Pififtratides, bat was foon 
after re<-e(lablimed, and fubfifiedwith fplendor till the 
defeat in Sicily, and the taking of the city by the La- 
cedsemonian*^ Thefe fubjefted them to the Thirtv Ty- 
rant«« whofeauihority was not of long duration, and ^ve 
place again to liberty, which continued amidft various 
events during a long feries of years, till thcRoman pow- 
er had fubdued Greece and reduc^ it into a province. 
I fliall confider in this place only the pojpular go- 
vernment, and fliall examine in particular live or /Ik 
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heads : the foundation of the government according to 
Solon's eftabliflimenty the difierent parts of which the 
republic confifted.the council or fenateof the five hun- 
dred, the afTembiies of the people, the different tribu. 
uals for the ad minifl ration of juflice, the revenues or 
finances of the republic* I fhall be obliged to be more 
^jxtenfive upon what regards the government of Athens, 
than I have been upon that oi Sparia, becaufe the iat« 
ter is ahnoft fufEciently known, from what has been 
faid of it in the life of Lycurgus". 

Sect. I. Foundation of the Government of Athens ac^ 

cording to Solon s Plan. 

*^ ^OLON was not the firft who eilabliflied the po- 
O pular government at Athens. Thefeus long be- 
fore him had traced out the plan, and began the exe- 
cution of it. After having united the twelve towns into 
one city, he divided the inhabitants into three bodies; 
that of the nobility, to whom the fuperintendance in 
religious affairs, and all offices were confided ; the la- 
bourers or hufbandmen; and the arti fans. He had 
prOpofed the eftabliOiment of a kind of equality be- 
tween the three orders. For if the nobles were confi. 
derable by their honours and dignities, the hufbandmen 
had the advantage of their utility to the public, and the 
neceflity there was for their labours ; and the artifans 
had the fuperiority to both the other bodies in their 
number. Athens, to fpeak properly, did not become 
a popular ftate, till the eftabliihment of the nine Ar- 
chons, whofe authority continued only for one year, 
whereas before it was for ten; and it was not till many 
years after, that Solon, by the wifdom of his laws, in- 
ftituted and confirmed this form of government. 

V Solon's great principle was to eftablifh as much as 
pofTible a kind of equality amongfl his citizens, which 
he regarded with reafon as the foundation and elTen- 
tial point of liberty. He refolved therefore to leave 
the public employments in the hands of the rich, as 

• VoU II« «f lut, iu Thcf. p. 10, ti« r Plut. in Solon, p. 87. 
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they had been till then, but to give the poor alfo feme 
ihare in the government, from which they were ex- 
cluded. For this reafon he made an eilimation of 
what each individual was worth* Thofe who were 
found to have an annual revenue of five hundred mea> 
fures, as well in grain as liquid things, were placed in. 
the firft clafs, and called the Ptntac<^omedimni^ that is, 
thofe who had a revenue of five hundred meafures. 
The fecond clafs was compofed of fuch as bad three 
hundred, and could maintain a horfe for war ; thefe 
were called horftmen or knights. Thofe who hact only 
two hundred, were in the third clafs, and were called 
* ZugitOi, Out of thefe three cla&es only the magif- 
trates and commanders were chofen. All the other 
citizens, who were below thiefe three claSes, and 
had lefs revenues, were comprifed under the name of 
Thtti^ hirelings, or workmen labouring with their hands. 
Solon did not permit them to hold any- office, and 
granted them only the right of giving their fuffirages in 
the aflemblies and trials of the people, which at firft 
feemed a very flight privilege, but at length was found 
to be a very great advantage, as will appear in the fe- 
quel. I do not know whether Solon forefaw it, but 
he ufed to fay «, that the people were never more obe- 
dient and fubmiffive, than when they poffeffed neither 
too much nor too little liberty : which comes very near 
Galba*s expreflion% when to incline Pifo to treat the 
Roman people with goodnefs ind lenity, he dcfires 
him to remember, t that he was going to command 
men who were incapable of bearing either entire li«> 
berty or abfolute fubjeftion. 

• The people of Athens, being become more haughty 
after their viftories over the Perfians, pretended to have 
a right to (hare in all the public offices and the roagiflra- 

< Ibid. p. 1 10. 'Tacit. Hift. 1. x. c. i6. 'Pint, in Ariftid. p. 35«' 

• It is believed they were To callcdfrom tbeir being ranked betwtcfl 
the knights and the Thcti; as in the galleys, thofe who rowed in the 
niiddle were termed Zugita:; their plact was between the Thalamit* 
and Thranitse. 

f Imp€rcaurus es hominiiuSf qui nee totam firv'itutcm pMti pojfuntl nee tfftam /i- 
9ertatem. * . 
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cy ; and Ariflides, to prevent the diforders which too 
tenacious oppofition might have occafioned, thought 
proper to give way to them iq this point. ' It appears 
however from a paffage in Xenophon, that the people 
contented thcmfelves with the offices from whence 
fome profit arofe, and left thofe, which related more 
particularly to the government of the fiate, in the hands 
of the rich. 

" The citizens of tte three firft clafles paid every • 
year a certain fum of money, to be laid up in the pub- 
lie treafury ; the firft a* talent, the knights half a ta- 
lent, and the Zugitae ten + minae. 

As the proportion of revenue determined the order 
of the clafles, as their revenues augmented, the people 
were allowed to rife to a fupeiior clafs. \ ' 

If * Plutarch may be believed, Solon formed two 
councils, which were a kind of double limitation to fix 
and temper the alfemblies of the people. The firft was 
the Areopagus : but it was much more ancient than his 
.inftitutions, and he only reformed it, and gave it new 
luftre by augmenting its power. The fecond was the 
council of the four hundred, that is, a hundred of each 
tribe ; for Cecrops, the firft king of the Athenians, had 
divided the people into four tribes. Clifthenes long 
aftec him changed that order, and eftablilhed ten. It 
was in this council of the four hundred, ail affairs 
were confidered before they were propofed to the af- 
fembly of the people, as we ftiall foon explain. 

I do not mention here another divifiori of the people 
into three parties or faflions, which till the time of 
Pififtratus were a continual fource of troubles and fe. 
ditions. One of thefe three parties was formed out of 
thofe who inhabited the high lands, and favoured po- 
pular government 5 the other out of thofe who lived 
in the plains, and they were for oligarchy ; and the 
third out of the people upon the coaft, and thefe held 
the mean between both. 

« Xenoph. de rep. Athen. p. 691. • Pollux. 1. viii. c. !•• 

* In Solon, p. 88. 

* One thoufand French crowns, + Five V- ' . . 
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It is necefTaiy^ for the better underilanding wbat we 
have now faid, to enter into a more particular account 
of the Athenian people. 

Sect. II. Of the Inhabitants of Athens. 

» 'T^HERE were three forts of inhabitants of Athens : 
X. citizens, ftrangers, and fervants. In the ac- 
count taken by Demetrius Phalereus in the 96th Olym- 
piad, their number amounted to twenty-one thoufand 
citizens, ten thoufand ftrangers, and*forty thoufand 
fervants. The number of citizens was almoft the fame 
in the time of Cecrops, and lefs under Pericles. 

1. Oftlte Citizens. 

A citizen could only be fuch by birth or adoption. 
To he a natural denizen .of Athens, it was neceffary 
to be born of a father and mother both free, and Athe- 
nians. * We have feen that Pericles reftored this lavr 
to all its force, which had not been exaftly obferved, 
and which he himfelf fome fmall time after infringed. 
The people could confer the freedom of the city upon 
ilrangers ; and thofe, whom they had fo adopted, en- 
joyed a! mod the fame rights ana privileges as the na- 
tural citizens. The quality of citizen of Athens was 
fomctimes granted in honour and gratitude to thofe 
who had rendered great fervices to the ftate ; as to 
Hippocrates; and even kings have fometiraes canvaff- 
ed that title for themfelves and their children. Eva- 
goras, king of Cyprus, thought it much to his honour. 

When the young men -attained the age of twenty, 
they were inrolled upon the lift of citizens, after hav- 
ing taken an oath ; and it was only in virtue of that 
public and folemn att, that they became members of 
the ftate. The form of this oath is exceedingly re- 
markable, which Stobaeus and * Pollux have preferved 
in the following words : *• I will never dilhonour the 

y A. M. 3690. Ant. J. C. 314. Athcn. 1. vi. p. 272. 
» Vol. HI. » FoUux, 1. viti, c. 9. 

♦ Th« text fays, fxv^itcni rtctrufc^iKoyyeit/cur huTidrcd ihoujind^ which is 
« mantfeft error. 
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profeflion of arms, nor fave my life by a Ihameful 
flight. I will fight to my laft breath for the religion 
and civil interefts of the flate, in concert with the other 
citizens ; and alone, if occafion be. I will not bring 
my country into a worfe condition than I found it» 
but will uie my utmoil endeavours to make it more 
happy and fiiourifliing. I will always fubmit mjfelf 
to the laws and magiftrates, and to ail that fliall be or** 
dained by the common confent of the people^ IF any 
one {hall violate, or make void the laws, I will npc diu 
guife or conceal fuch an attempt, but will oppofe it 
either alone or in conjun£lion with my fellow-citizens ; 
and I will conilantly adhere to the religion of my fore- 
fathers. To all which I call to witnefs Agraulis, 
Enyalus, Mars, and Jupiter." I leave the reader to 
his own re{le6lions upon this auguft ceremony, well 
adapted to infpire the love of their country into the 
hearts of the young citizens. 

The whole people at firft had been divided into four 
tribes, and afterwards into ten. Each tribe was fub« 
divided into feveral parts, which were called a^^am, 
Pa^L It was by thefe two titles the citizens were de« 
fcribed in the public a£ls. Mclitus^ c tribu Cccropide^ 
t pago Pitthenfu 

2. OftheStrangtrs* 

I call thofe by that name, who being of a foreign 
country, came to fettle at Athens, or in Attica, whether 
for the fake of commerce, or the exercifmg any trade. 
They were termed /xiroixoi, inquilini. They had no 
ftare in the government, nor votes in the auembly of 
the people, and could not be admitted into any oflice. 
They put themfelves under the prote£lton of feme ci- 
tizen, as we find from a paifage of * Terence, and up* 
Oh that account were obliged to render him certain 
duties and fervices, as the cKents did at Rome to their 
patrons. They were held to obferve all the laws of the 
republic, and to conform entirely to aU its cuftoms* 

. * Thds pidrifi c&mmtndaint in eiitittilm 4i 64mi Mis MUM. Eu« 
nuch, Aa. V. Seen. ttlf. •^. 
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Thcjr paid a yearly tribute to the ftate of twelve ♦ 
drachmas, and in default of payment were made flaves, 
and expofed to fale. ^ Xenocrates, ihe celebrated, but 
poor philofopher, was veiy near experiencing this mif* 
fortune, and was carried to prifon; but Lycurgus, the 
orator, having paid the tax, releafed him from the far* 
mers of the public revenues ; a kind of men who, in 
all times, have been very little fenfible to merit, with 
the exception of an exceeding few of their number* 
That philofopher, meeting fome time after the fons of 
his deliverer, told them, •' I pay your father the favour 
he has done me with ufury, for all the world praifes 
faim upon my account." 

3, Of the Servants. 

There were two kinds of them. The one, who were 
free, and not able to get their bread by their work, were 
obliged by the bad flate of their affairs to go into fervice, 
and their jcondition was eafy,.and not laborious. The 
fervice of the other was forced and unavoidable j thcfe 
were flavcs, who had either been taken prifoners in war, 
or bought of fuch as trafficked publicly in them. Part 
of their mailer's eftate confifted in them, who difpofed 
abfolutely of them, but generally treated them with 
great humanity. ' Demofthenes obferves, in one of his 
harangues, that the condition of fervants was infinitely 
more geatle at Athens than any where elfe. Thtrc 
was in that city an afyium and place of refuge for 
flaves, where the bones of Thefeus had been inteiYcd, 
and that afyium. iubfiiled in Plutarch's time.' How 
glorious was it tor Thefeus, that his tomb Ihould do 
that twelve .hundred. years after his death, which he had 
done hiijifclf during his* life, and continue the protec- 
tor of the oppreffed; as iie hifl .been; 
, ** When the ilaves^'Wcre treated with too much rj^ 
gour and inhumanity, they, had their a£lion againft theif 
mailers, who. were obliged to fell them to others, if 
^he faft was fufficiently proved. .*They could ranfom 

> Plttt. in Flvmtii.. p. 3^. « .«.Phili]».'|. * Pl'ut. de fuperAit, 

p, a66, ' • Flauu in Cafin. ♦ gix IWrtt. 
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themfelves even againft their mailers' confent, when 
they had laid up money enough for that purpofe. For 
out of what they got by their labour, after having paid a 
certain proportion to their matters, they kept the re- 
mainder for themfelves, and made a ilock of it at th'^ir 
own difpofal. Private perfons, when they were fatisfied 
wiTh their fervices,.often gave thefe flaves their liberty; 
and the fame grace was always granted them by the 
public, when the neceffity of the times obliged the ftate 
to arm and lift them for the war among the citizens. 

The humane and equitable ufage, with which the 
Athenians treated their fervants and flaves, was an ef- 
feft of the good temper natural to that people, and very 
remote from the aiiftere and cruel feverity of the Lace- 
daemonians in regard to their Helots, which often 
brought their republic to the very brink of deftruftioni 
^ Plutarch, with great reafon, condemns this rigour. 
He thinks it proper to habituate one's felf always td 
mercy, even with regard to beafts, were it oiily, fay« 
he, to learn by that means to treat men well, and for the 
fake of habituating humanity and benevolence. He 
relates upon this occaiion a very fmgular f aft, and very 
proper to explain the charafter of the Athenians. After 
having .finifhed the temple called Hecatonpedon^ they 
fet all the beafts of burden at liberty, that had been em-« 
ployed in the work, ahd.afligned them fat pafturages as 
confecrated animals.. And it was faid, that one oi thefe 
beafts having come to offer itfelf at the work^ and pbt 
itfelf at the head of thofe that drew the carriages to the 
citadel, walking foremoft as if to exhort and encourage 
them, the Athenians ordained by »» decree, that the 
creature would be'maintained .at the public ex)pence 
till its death. ? /.. : - • !'^^ 


.» 


Sect. III. Of the Council or SmaU of Five Hui(idud^ 

IN confequence of Solon's inftitutions, the people of 
Athens had a great (hare .and authority in the govern* 
ment. Appeals might be brought to their tribunal in 
all caufes; they had a right to cancel the old laws, and 

^ Plut. in Catonc, p. 338, 339. 
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cflablifh new ones; in a word, all important affairs, 
whether relating to war or peace, were decided in their 
aflemblies. In order to their determinations being 
made with more wifdom and maturity, Solon had in- 
flituted a council, compofed of four hundred fenators, 
a hundfed out of each tribe, which wer-e then four in 
number; they prepared and digefted the affairs wMck 
were to be laid before the people, as we Ihall foon ex- 
plain more at large. Cliilhenes, about a hundred yean 
after Solon, having inereafed the nutober of tribes to 
ten, augmented alfo that of the fenators to five hun- 
dred; each tribe fupplying fifty. This was called the 
council, or fenate, of the Five Hundred. They re- 
ceived their ftipend out of the public treafury. 

They were chofen by lot, in which they made ufe of 
black and white beans, which were mingled and fliaken 
in an urn, and each tribe, gave in the names of thofe 
who afpircd to that truft, aiid had the revenue affigned 
by the laws to q^ialify them for it. None could be 
admitted under the age of thirty. After enquiry made 
into the manners and condu£l of the candidate, he was 
made to take an oath, whereby he engaged to give at 
all times the beft counfel he could to the people of 
Athens, and never to depart in the lealt from the tenof 
of the laws* 

This fenate affembled every day, except upon the 
days appointed for feftirals. £ach tribe in its turn fur- 
niflied thofc who were to prefide in it, called * Pry^ 
iaiies^ and this rank was decided by lot. This prefi* 
dency continued thirty-five days, which being reckon- 
ed ten times, amounts to the number of days, except 
four, of the lunar year followed at Athens. This time 
of the prefidency, or prytanifm, wai divided into five 
weeks with regard to the five tens of the Prytarus^ who 
were to prefide in them, and every week feven of thefe 
ten Prytanes, drawn by lot, prefided, each, their day, 
and were denominated Xlf^ipi^ that is to fay, PrtfidenU. 
He, t who was fo for the day, prefided in the aflembly 
of the fenators and in that of the people. He was 
• l\v\%u^9, f He was caUcd Eir*r«T»ff. 

charged 
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ch^r^ed with the public feal, as aifo with the Leys of 
the (f ita<iel. and treafury. 

The fenators, before they aflembled, offered a facri- 
£ce to J upiier and Minerva» uiider the additional appeU 
lation oi goddefs vj'goodcounjelf^ to demand the pru* 
dence and underltanding neceffary in wife delibera- 
tions. The prefident propofed the bufmefs, which was 
to beconfidered in the anembly. Every one gave hii 
opinion in his turn, and always flanding. After a quef- 
tion had been {ettied* it was drawn up in writing, and 
read with a loud voice. Each fenator then gave his vote 
by fcrutiny, in putting, a bean into the urn. If the num- 
ber of the white beans carried' it, the queftion paflcd, 
otherwife it was rejetted. This fort of decree was call- 
ed *u^i«r/x.«, or nfoC«>i«/Aa, as much as to fay preparatory 
refolution. It was afterwards laid before the affembly 
of the pepple» where, if it was received and approved, 
it had the force of a law; if not, its authority fubfiifed 
only one year. This ihows with what wifdonv Solon 
eilabliflied this council, to inform and direft the people, 
to fix tiicir incoiiftancy, to prevent their temerity, and 
to affiil their deliberations with a prudence and matu^ 
rity not to be expefled in a confufed and tumultuous 
allembly , compoleAof a great number of citizen*, moft 
oEthera without education, capacity, or much zeal for 
the public good* The reciprocal dependency and na« 
tural. interaourfe of the two bodies of the ftate, which 
were obliged to lend each other their authority, and re- . 
mained equally without force when without union and 
a good underftanding, were befides a method judici« 
oufly contrived for iupporting a wife balance between 
the two bodies; the people not being able to inilitute 
any thing without its being firft propofed and approved 
by the fenate, nor the fenate to pafs any decree into a 
law till it had been ratified by the people. 

We may judge oLthe importance of this council by 
the matters which were treated in it; the fame, with- 
out any exception, as were laid before the people;' 
wars, taxtfs, maritime affairs, treaties of peace, alliances, 

in 
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in a word, whatever related to government; witheift 
mentioning; the account which they obliged the magift 
4rates to gtre on '^udulng their oinces, and their tre- 
<loent decifions and judgments upon the tiaoft fcHous 
and important afiairs. 

Sect. IV. Of the Areopagus. 

THiS council took'its name from the place where tt 
aflembled, called * the quarter^ or hilt of Mars, hc- 
caufe, according to fome, mars had been cited thither 
in judgment for a murder committed by him. It wa$ 
believed to be as ancient as the nation* Cicero and 
Plutarch attribute the inftitution of it to Solon ; but he 
only re^eftablifhed it, by giving it more luftre and au- 
thority than it had had till then, and for that reafon was 
looked upon as its founder. The number of the fena- 
tors of the Areopagus was not fixed; at certain times 
they amounted to two or three hundred. Solon thought 
proper^ that only thofe who had borne the of&ce of 
archon Ihonld he honoured with that dignity. 

This fenate had the care of feeing the laws duly ob- 
fcrved, of infpetling the manners of the people, and 
cfpecially of judging m criminal cafes. They held their 
littings in an open place, and during the night.' The 
former very probably to avoid being under the fame 
roof with the criminals, and not to defile themfelves by 
fuch a commerce with them ; the latter, that they might 
not be foftened by the fight of the guilty, and might 
judge according to juflice and the laws, ft was for the 
fame reafon the orators were not permitted to ufe their 
exordium or peroration, nor allowed to excite the paf- 
iions, and were obliged to confine themfelves folely to 
the fubjeft matter of their caufe. The feverity of their 
judgments was exceedingly dreaded, particularly in re- 
gard to murder, and they were highly attentive to infpire 
their citizens with horror for thai crime. They + con- 

"f Nic miki videntur Areopa^ita:, cum damnaoirunt puerum oaths cdturmcim 
iTuentm; aliud judicaje^ ^udiu id Jigftum ejfc perfliciofjima mentis, muitiJfU 
9alofuturaJi adtiwjct, fi v i m t z 1^ 1. v. c ^. 

demned 
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idemned a child to be put to death for making it his 
paftime to' put out thcf feyes of ijuails; conceiving this 
fanguinary inclination, as the marV of a very wicked 
difpdfition, which mighl one day prove fatdl to many, 
if be were fufFered to grow up with impunity.' 

The affairs 6i religion, as blafphemies agaiinft the 
gods, contempt of facred myfterics, different ipecies of 
impiety, and thfe introduftion of new ceremonies and 
new divinities, were alfo brought before this tribimal. 
-» We read in Juftin Martyr, that Plato, who in hii tra- 
vels in Egypt had acquired great lights concerning the 
unity of God, when be returned to Athens, took great 
care to diflemble and conceal his fentiments, for fear 
of being obliged to appear and give an account of them 
before the Areopagitae ; and we know that St. Paul was 
traduced before them, as teaching a new doftrine y, and 
.endeavouring to introduce new gods, 

Thefe judges were in great reputation for their pVoi'- 
tity» equity, and prudence, and generally refpeafed. 
Cicero, in writing 16 his friend Atticus, upon the fortf- 
tude, conftancy,and wife feverity of the Roman fenate^ 
thinks he makes a great encontium upon it, in compare 
ing it with the Areopagus. * Senatus^ Aptot^ tj^y®*, 
nil coTifiantius^ ml f/rvcriu^^ nil fortius, 'Cicero muft 
have conceived a very advantageous idea of it, to^fpeak 
of it as he doess In thfe^fi\rft'bi6<5k of his Offices. * I%5 
compares the famous battle of Salamin, iii Which The- 
miftocles bad fo great i part, with the edabliOiment 6f 
the Areopagus, whicih he afcribds to Solon ; and make^ 
no fcruj)le to prefe/, or at leaft to equial the letfiflatorts 

fervice to that for which Athens was obliged to thfe 

\ 

« Cohort, ad Grxc. r A£Uxvii. 18— ao. '^ 

» Ad Attic. 1. 1. Ep. 13. ^' 

^ Quamvis TAemJldcks juik laudttur, et fit ejus nMun^ ^uim SwRtr, Hfi^ 
trius, ciUturque Satamis darijimct Ujiis vi^oria^ quct anteponatur ionfi\o 
^Qlonis c%i quo pria^m conjiittat Arcopagitis: non minus pracUrumhoc, fuam 
iUud^judicandum eft, iflud enimJimH profuiU hoc Jmper proderit civitatu 
hoc conJUid leges Athenienfium^ hoc majorum tnJUtutaJirvantur. Et TkemiJloctiJ 
quidem nihil dixerit, in quo ipje Jreopagumjuverit: at ilk adjwut Thetm/loelnf, 
^'fi enim tellumgeflim confiiig Scnatus ejus^ qui a SoIotic erat ctnftitutus. Oific. 

general 
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f cfieral of its army. •' For in reality/* fa^s- hc^ •• tAae 
victory was ufeful to the republic only for oncer but 
the Ajeopagus will be ib throughout all ages;. as by 
the wifdom of that tribunal, the laws and ancient cuf- 
tonis of the Athenian flate are preferved. Ihemifio* 
cles did no fervice to the Areopagus, but the Areopa- 
gus abundantly contributed to the vi6iory of Themif. 
tocles; becauie the republic was at that time dire&ed 
by the wife counfeis of that auguft fenate/' 

It appears from this paflage of Cic«rOr that thd 
Areopagus had a great.&arje in the government, and I 
do not doubt but it is confuited upon important affairs. 
Cicero here perhaps may have confounded the council 
of the Areopagus with that of the Five Hundred. It 
is certain, however, that the Areopagitse were ex- 
tremely a£live in the public affairs. 

Pericles, who could never enter the Areopagus, be- 
caufe chance- having always been againil him, he had 
not paffed through any of the employments neceffary 
to his admiffton, attempted to weaken its authority, 
and attained his point: which is a grea( bl4>t in his re* 
putation. 

Sect. V. Of the Magiftraies» 

» 

OF.thefe a great; number were cftabliflied for differ- 
ent functions. I (hall fpeak only of the Archons, 
who are the moft known. I have ob&rved elfewbene 
that they fucceeded the kings, and that their authority 
at iirft continued during life. It was at length limited 
to ten years,, and reduced, at laft only to one* When 
Solon was commiflioned to reform the government, he 
found them upon this foot, and to the number of nine. 
He did not abolilh their^ office, but he very tnuch-di- 
"minifhed their power* 

The firft of thefe nine magiftrates was called thb 
.Arc HON, by way of eminence, and the year deiiorai*. 
nated from him: ^ Under fuck an Archonjuck a kattU 

*- From whence h« was alfo calkd £7rtt;ovi;jy.Q;. 

ItiAS 
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was fought. The fecond wa& called the King, which 
■was the remains and footftepsoi the authority to which 
they had fucceeded. The third was the Pole'. 
MARCH, who at firft commanded the armies, and al. 
ways retained the name, though he had not the fame 
authority, of which he had fo long preferved fome part. 
For we have feen, in fpeaking of the battle of Mara- 
thon, that the^poiemarch had a right to vote in the coun- 
cil of war, as well as the ten generals then in commands 
The fix other archons were called by the common 
name, THESMOTHEXiE,' which implies that they had 
a particular fuperintendence over the laws, in order to 
their being duly obferved. Thefe nine archons had 
each of them a peculiar province, and were judges'in 
certain affairs allotted to their cognizance. I do not 
think it neceffary to enter into the particulars of their 
duty, nor into thofe of many other e^jiployments and 
offices, eftablilhed for the adminiftration of juflice, for 
the l,e vying of taxes and tributes, for the prefervation 
of good order in the city, for fupplying it with .provl- 
fions, in a word, for every thing relating to commerce 
and civil fociety. 

Sect. VI. Of the AJfetnbUes of the People. 

THESE were of two forts, the one ordinary and fix- 
ed to certain days, and for thefe there Was no kind 
of fummons; the other extraordinary, according to the 
different pccafions that arofe, and the people were in« 
funned of it by exprefs proclamation. 

The place for the aflembly was not fixed. Some« 
times it was the puklic market-plaee^ fometimes a part 
of the city near the citadeU called nmC, and fometimes . 
the theatre of Bacchus. 

The Prytanes generally affembled the people. Some 
days before the aflembly papers were fixed up, wherein 
the bufinefs to be confidered Was fet down. 

All the citizens, poor as well as rith, had a right to 

f;iv€ their fuffrages. They were liable to a penalty, who 
dilcd of being prefent at tb< aSembly, or who came 

2 too 
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too late; and to induce tbeir punctual attendance, a re« 
vard was annexed to it, at nrft of an obolus, which 
was the fixth part of a drachma, then of three oboli* 
which made about five pence French. 

The affcmbly always began with facrifices and pray- 
ers, in order for the obtaining from the gods the know- 
ledge and underftanding neceffary to wife delibera- 
tions, and they never failed t6 add the moft terrible 
imprecations againfi fuchas (hould wilfully advifeany 
thing contrary to the public good. 

The prefident propofed the affair upon which they 
were to deliberate. If it had been examined in the 
fenate, and drawn up there as a queftion, it was read; 
after which thofe who would fpeak were invited to af- 
cend the tribunal, that they might be the better heard 
by the people, and inform them m the matter propofed. 
The oldeft general fpoke firft, and then the reft accord- 
ing to their feniority : when the orators had done fpeak- 
ing, and concluded that it was neceffary to approve or 
rejeft the decree of the fenate, the people proceeded 
to vote, and the moft common method of doing it was 
by holding up their hands, to denote their approba- 
tion; which was called ;^«/>oW/f. The affembly was 
fometime adjourned till another day, becaufe it was 
too late for the number of thofe who lifted up their 
hands to be diftinguiflied, and the plurality decid^dl 
After a refolution had been formed in this manner it 
was reduced to writing, and read by an officer to the 
people with a loud voice, who confirmed it again by 
holding up their hands as before; after which the de- 
cree had the force of a law. And this was called 
-^(pt^jjiac, from the Greek word -^vp^', which fignifies 
a pebble ox Jmall Rone^ becaufe they were fometimes 
uled in giving fi^itrag^s by fcrutiny. 
* All the great affairs of the republic were difcuffedin 
thefe affemblies*. It was in them new laws were propofed 
and old ones amended; the religion and worfliip of the 
gods examined; rafagiftrates, generals, and officers cre- 
ated ; their beha\^iour and conduft enquired into; peace 
or war concluded; deputies and ambaffadors appointed; 

treaties 
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treaties and alliances ratified; freedom of the city 
granted ; rewards and honours decreed for thofe who 
had diftinguiihed themfelves in war, or rendered great! 
fervices to the republic ; and punilhments ordained for 
thofe who had behaved themfeives ill, or had violated 
the laws of the ftate, and were baniflied by oftracifm* 
In fine, jnftice was adminiftered, and judgment pafTed 
there, upon the moft important affairs. We fee, irom 
this account, which is, however, very iraperfeft, how 
tar the people's power extended ; and with what truth 
it may be hiid, that the government of Athens, though 
qualified with ariftocracy, and the authority of the el. 
ders, was, by its cotiflitution, democratical and popular* 

I (hall take occaiion to obferve in the fequel, of what 
weight the talent of eloquence is in fuch a republic ; 
and in what manner orators ought to he confidered in it. 
It is not eafy to conceive, how they could make them* 
felves heard in fo numerous an affembly, and where 
fuch a multitude of auditors were prefent. We may 
judge how great thit was, from what has been faid of it 
in two infiances. The firft relates to oflracifm, and the 
other to the adoption of a flranger for a citizen. On 
each of thefe occafions, it was necelfary that no lefs than 
fix thoufand citizens (hould be prefent in the affembly* 

I referve for another place the refleftions, which nat 
turally arife from what I have already related, aaii * 
what It remains for me to fay further upon the govern* 
ment of Athens. ' ' ' * 

Sect. VIL Of trials. 

THERE were different tribunals, according to the 
difference of th|s affairs to be adjudged, but api 
peals might be brought to the people from all decree^ 
l>f other judges/ and this it was that rendered their 
power.fo great and conflderable. •AH the allies, wheA 
they had any caufe to try, were obliged to repair td 
Athens ; where they often remained a confiderablfe 
time, without bein^ able to obtain audience, from the 
tnultipUcity of affairs to he adjudged. This kw had 

^ been 
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been impofed tipon them, in order to render them more 
dependent upon the peopler and more fubmiflive to 
their authority; inftead oi which, had they fen€ com* 
mtflioners to the places, they would have been the foie 
perfons, to whom the allies would have made their 
court and paid their homage. 

The parties pleaded their caufes either in perfoo', m 
employed advocates to do it for them. The time al- 
lowed for the hearing was generally fixed, and a water 
clock, called in Gree]^ KXfij^u$f«, regulated its duration. 
The decree was pafled by plurality of voices ; and when 
the fuflFrages were equal, the judges inclined to the fide 
of mercy, and acquitted the accufed» It is reraavkable 
that a friend was not obliged to give evidence againft 
a friend. 

. AH the citizens, even the pooreft,. and fuch as had 
no eftates, were admitted into the number of the j..udges, 
provided they had attained the age oi thirty, and were 
known to he perfons of good morals. Whilfl they fat 
in judgment, tlxey held in their hands a kind of fceptre, 
which was the mark of their dignity, and laid it down 
when they withdrew. 

The judges' falary was different at different times* 
They had at firfl only an obolus a day, and afterwards 
three, where their tee remained fixed. It was but a 
fmall matter in itfelf, but became in time a vcry^ great 
charge to the public, s»d exhaufted the treafury with- 
out much enriching particulars. We may judge, of this 
from what is related in Ariflophanes's comedy of Tfi€ 
IVafps^ wherein that poet ridicules the paflion of the 
Atnenians for trying caufes, and their eager defiie tor 
the gain arifuig from it, which piotraded and multi« 
plied fuits to iulinity. 

In this comedy, a young Athenian, who was to* a£l 
the part I have mentioned, of turning the judges and 
trials of Athens into ridicule, from a ftate of the reve- 
slues paid iota the public treafury, finds their amount 
10 be two thoufand talents *. Me then examines how 
jBUcb of' th^t fum falls to the fiiare oi tlie judges, with 

. ^ 4h9ut »6ayOO0l. ftefliflf , . 
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whom Athens was overrun, at three oboli a head per 
day. Thisappears to be annually, including all of them, 
only a hundred and fifty talents *. The calculation is 
cafy. The judges were paid only ten months in the 
year, th^ other two being employed in feftivals, when 
all proceedings at law were prohibited. Now three 
oboli a day paid to fix thoufand men, make fifteen ta- 
lents a month, and in confequence one hundred ani 
fifty in ten months. According to this calculation, the 
mod afliduous judge gained only feventy-five livres 
(about three guineas) a year^ •• What then becomes of 
the remainder of the two thoufand talents ?'* cries the 
young Athenian. •* What," replies his father, who was 

one of the judges, •• it goes to thofe but let us not 

expofe the fhame of Athens; let us always be for the 
people." The young Athenian goes on to explain that 
the remainder went to fuch as robbed the public trea- 
fury ; to the orators, who incefl'antly flattered the peo- 
ple ; and to thofe who were employed in the govern- 
jnent and army. I have extraSea this remark from the 
works of Father Brumoi the Jefuit, with whkh I fhall 
make very free when I come to fpeak of public fliows 
and dramatic repi'efenjtations.. 

Sect. VIIL Of the AmphiStyonf. \ 

THE famous council of the Araphiftyons is intro^ 
duced here, though not particular to the Athe- 
nians, but common to all Greece, becaufe it is often 
mentioned in the Grecian hiftory, and 1 do not know 
whether I fhall have a more natural" occafio» to fpeak 
of it. 

'f he affembly of the Amphi6lyons w^s^ in a- mamier, 
the holding of ageneral afl'embly of the ftates of Greece. 
The eftablifliment of it is attributed to Amphiftyoir,. 
king of Athens and fon of Deucalion, who gave fihem 
his name. His principal view in the inftitutiont>f this« 
council, was to unite, in the facred band of amity, tli^ 
leveral people of Greece admitted into it, and to oblige 

• About 7,oool fterliftg. 
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them, b]r that union, to undertake the defence of each 
other, and be mutually vigilant for the happinefs and 
tranquillity of their country. The Amphittyons were 
alfo created to be the prote£lors of the oracle of Del- 
phos, and the guardians of the prodigious riches of 
that temple ; and alfo to adjudge the differences which 
might arife between the Delphians, and thofe who came 
to confult the oracle. This council was held ^ Ther- 
mopolae, and fometimes at Delphos itfelf. It afiem* 
bled regulctrly twice a year, in the fpring and autumoi 
and more frequently when affairs required. 

The number of people of cities which had a right to 
fit in this affembly is not precifely known, and varied, 
without doubt, at different times. When the Lacedae- 
monians, in order to pafs in it what decrees they 
thought fit, were for excludingtheTheifalians, Argives, 
andThebans, *»Themiftocles, in the fpeech he made to 
the Amphiftyons to prevent that defign from taking ef- 
fefl, feems to infinuate, that there were only one>and<» 
thirty cities at that time which had this right. 

Each city fent two deputies, and, in confequence^ 
had two votes in the council, and that without difiinc- 
tion, or the more powerful having any prerogative of 
honour or pre-eminence over the inferior ftates in re- 
gard to the fuffrages; the. liberty upon which thefe 
people valued themfe.lves, requiring that every thing 
ihould be equal amongft them. 

The Ampni£lyons had full power to difcufs and de- 
termine finally in all differences which might arife be- 
tweenthe Amphiftyonic cities, and to fine the culpable 
in fuch manner as they thought fit. They could em- 
ploy not only the rigour of the laws in the execution of 
their decrees, but even raife trooj^s, if it were neoeffary, 
to compel fuchas rebelled to fubmittothem. The three 
facred wars undertaken by their order, of which I have 
fpoken el fe where, are an evident proof of this power. 

Before they were ihftalled into this body, they took a 
very remarkable oath, of which *iEfchines hasprefcrv- 

^ Pluu in Theinift. p. lai. 
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cd the form ; it runs to this effeft : " I fwear that I will 
never deftroy any of the cities honoured with the right 
of fitting in the Amphiftyonic council, nor turn their 
running waters out of tneir courfe either in times of 
war or peace: if any people fliall make fuch an at- 
tempt, I hereby engage to carry the war into 'their 
country, todemoliih their cities, towns, and villages, 
and to treat them in all things as the moft cruel ene- 
mies. Moreover, if, at any time, any perfon fhall 
dare to be fo impious to ileal and take away any of the 
rich offerings^ preferved in the temple of Apollo at 
Delphos, or abet any others in committing that crime, 
either by aiding or only counfelling him therein, I will 
ufe my feet, hands, voice, in a word, all my powers 
and faculties, to avenge (ndh facrilege." That oath 
was attended with the mt>ft terrible imprecations and 
execrations . " That if any one infringes any thing con- 
tained in the oath I have now taken, whether private 
perfon, city, or people, may that perfon, city, or peo- 
ple, be deemed accurfed; and in that acceptation, ex* 
perience the whole vengean<:e of Apollo, Latona, 
Diana, and Minerva the foreknower. May their 
country produce none of the fruits of the earth, and 
their women, inftead of generating children refembling 
their fathers, bring forth nothing but monfters : may 
their animals fliare in the fame curfe. May thofe fa- 
crilegious men lofe all fuits at law; may they be con- 
quered in war, have their houfes demoliflied, and be 
themfelves and their children put to the fword." I am 
not aftonifhed, that after fuch terrible engagements, the 
holy war, undertaken by the order of the Amphiflyons, 
ftould be carried on with fo much ardour and fury. 
The religion of an oath was of great force with the an- 
■cients ; and how much more regard ought to be had to 
It in the Chriftian world, which profeffes to believe^ 
that the violation of it fhall be punilhed with eternal 
torments; and yet how many are there amongft us, 
who make a trifle of breaking through the moft ioleran 
oaths? 

The 
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The authority of the Amphifiyons had always been 
ol great weight in Greece, but it began to decline ex- 
cec<lin^\y from the moment they condefcended to ad- 
mit Philip of Macedon into their body. For that prince, 
enjoying by this means all th^ir right and privileges, 
foon knew how tofet himfelf above all law»and.toabu/e 
his power fo far, as toprefide by proxy both in ibis il- 
liiilrious aircmbly, and in the Pythian games; ofvrVncVi 
^antes the Amphi^tvons were judges and Agonothetae, 
in virtue of their oikce. This Demoflhenes reproaches 
him with in his third Philippick; *• When he does not 
dci^ii,*' fays he, ** to honour us with bis prefence, he 
fends IMS SLAVKS toprefideoverus." An odious, but 
emphatical term, and in the fpirit oi the Grecian liber. 
ty, by which the Athenian orator images the bafc and 
abje6t fubje^tion of thegreateft lords in Philip's court. 

If the reader defires a further knowledge ot what re* 
latcs to the Amphi61yonSi the diflertations of Moniieur 
Valois* may be coniulted, in the Memoirs of the Aca- 
demy of Belles Lcttres, wherein this fubje£l is treated 
with great extent and erudition. 

Sect. IX. 0/ihe Revenues of Athens. 

THE revenus*, according to the paflage of Arifto- 
phancs which I have cited above, and in confe- 
quence as they Aood in the time of the Peloponnefian 
war, amounted to two thoufand talents, that is to fayt 
to fix millions of livres. They were generally reduced 
to four fpecics. 

1. The firft relates to the revenues arifing from agri- 
culture, the fale of woods, the produce of mines, and 
other funds of a like nature, appertaining to the public* 
Amongll thefc may be included the duties upon the im- 
port and export of merchandife,and the taxes levied up- 
on the inhabitants of the city, as well natives as firang[ers. 

Thehiftory of Athens often mentions the filverniiacs 
of Laurium, which was a mountain fituate between the 

•Vol.111. •Ti\»j. 

Piraecum 


PERSIANS AND GRKCIANS. 375 

Piraceum* and Cape Sunium; and thofe of Thrace, 
from whence many perfons extra6led immenfe riches. 
*Xenophon^ in a trcatife wherein he dates this matter 
at large, denionllrates, how much the public might 
gain i>v induflrioufly working thefe minCvS, from the 
example of the many perfons they had enriched. '' Hip- 
ponicus let his mines, and fix nundred flaves, to an 
undertaker, who paid him an tobolus a day for each 
ilave, clear of all cnarges, which amounted in the whole 
to a mina, about two pounds five (hillings. Nicli)^, 
who was killed in Sicify, farmed out his anines, and a 
thoufand ilaves in the lame manner, and with the fame 
profit in proporticm to that number. 

a. The fecond fpecies of revenue were the contribu* 
tions paid the Athenians by the allies tor the common 
expences of the war. At firft, under Ariilides, they 
amounted to only four hundred and fixty talents^* Pe- 
ricles augmented them almoft a tliird, and raifed them 
to flx hundred, and fome time after they were run up 
to thirteen hundred. Taxes, which in the beginning 
were moderate and neceffary, became thus in a little 
time excefllve and exorbitant, notwithllanding all the 
protellations made the allies, and the moft folemn en« 
gagements to the contrary. 

3* A third fort of revenue was the extraordinary 
capitation taxes, levied upon the inhabitants of the 
country, as well natives as ftrangers, in prefling occa* 
iiioji« and emergencies of the ftate. 

4. The fines laid upon perfons by the judges for dif* 
ferent mifdemeanors, were applied to the ufes of the 
public, and. laid up in the treaiury^ except the tenth 
part of them, whicn was confecrated to Minerva, and a 
fiftieth to the other divinities. 

The moft natural and legal application of thefe dif- 
ferent revenues of the republic, was in paying the 
troops both by fea and land, building and fitting out 

«» Pag. 995. 

• Dt rntiont redituun^ 
f Six olioli made a drachma, ont hundred drachmas a mioai and 
iixiy minaa talent. 

X A talfnt was worth i tboufaad crownt. 
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fleets, keeping up and repairing the public buildings, 
temples, walls, ports, and citadels. But the greateft part 
of them, efpecially after Pericles's time, wa& mifapplied 
to unnecefl'ary uies, and often confumed in frivolous 
expences ; games, feafts and ihows, which coil immenfe 
fumSy and were of no manner of utility to the Hate* 

Sect. X. Ofth€ Education of the VoutL 

4 

I PLACE this article under the head of government, 
becaufe all celebrated legiflators have with reafon 
believed, that the .education of youth was an eflential 
part of it. 

The exercifes that ferved for the forming of either 
the bodies or minds of the young Athenians (and as 
much may be faid of almoftall the people of Greece) 
•were dancing, mufic, hunting, fencing, riding, polite 
learning, and philofophy. It may be obferved that I 
fpeak generally, and treat very ilightly. thefe feverai 
articles. 

1. Dar^cing. Mufic. 

• Dancing is one of the exercifes of the body, cultivat- 
ed by the (Greeks withgreat.attention.> It made a part of 
^hat the ancients called ^^^ Gymnaflic^ divided accord- 
ing to * Plato, into two kinds, Mtf (?rcA^y?rir, which 
4akes its name from the dance, and the Palajlric\^ fo 
called from a Greek word which fignifies wrejiling* 
The exercifes of the latter kind principallv conduced 
to form the body for the fatigues of war, navigation, 
^agriculture, and the other ufes of fociety. 
. . Dancing had another end, and taught fuch rules of 
motion as were moft proper to render the fhap^ free and 
-eafy ; to give the body a juft proportion, and the whole 
tperfon an unconftrained, noble, and graceful air ; in 
A word, an external politenefs, if we may be allowed 
to ufe that expreflion, which never fails to prejudice 

people in favour of thofe who have been formed to it 
*early. 

Mufic 
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Mufic WHS cultivated wit& no lefs a^ipik^ion :«iit 
foccefs. The attctenu aCcnked \fbhdcrial eSeEts to it* 
Tiieylidi^edit verypr^perto csim thepaffians,f(>£t^n* 
the manners, and even hutnani^e people nacurally &« 
vajre and barbarous. ^ Poiybhis, a mye and-^ ferkms 
biftoiriwy who is^ cettaiiily wodtby ot belief^ attribdtes 
the extreioe diiencact between tbe tMro people of Ar* 
cadia, ike one inink^Iy beloved and efteemed for the; 
el^aooeof therr'nnoBiers, .tbeir benevolent incl^« 
tioiu, hnimnity to ftraitfersf and piety to the g-od^^ 
the otbo*, OB the conbrvy^ generally reproaohed and* 
hated for tbeir matigDity» bcutaUty; and inreligion ; 
Polybinr» I iay^iilcnbes this difierence to the ftudv of 
minnc, {I mean, lays be; the true and noble mufic} in* 
du&riosfly cultivated' by tbe one» and abfoimely neir^ 
Icfted by (4« o«ber people. ^^ 

After this >xt is notfup-prifiiig, tintt Ae Gi^eels confi* 
dered miafic as an te&alial part in the edacanon of' 
youth, t^ Socarerfes himfelf , in a vsery advanced agt/ 
was not ^Buxmid to ieam to play Upon ouifidatinitriu 
ments. TbemiAoclea, however otberjivife ^fieem&A t 
was thoni^ to be winting in jKlim of nmit, becaufe at 
an entertainment he codld not toU'Ch tberlyve tike flie' 
reft of the 4xnnpany« i Axr ignorsinoe im ^ Mi$ retpQEt 
was deemeii a iaieEi cnecboacsBaoa ; 0A the amw^ry^ a 
capacitv in it dsd hoffioar^ to the |;reatei)i men. ^ £pd^' 
minondas was peaifed ior dancing; and playing well 
upon«herfidCe. Weniar)r'obfferve tn chis pkce the dif. 
ra^ent taites and g^nins of nations. Tbe Korman^ wer^f 
far from having tibe farnie opinion with the Greeks ixt 
regard to mufic and dancings and fet no value upon' 
them, it is very likely^^the wifeft and moft knowing 
amongft the latter, did not apply to 'them with diny 

« Porlyb.p. t8B-^49t. 

* SQirtiiesi.}am.fentxinfiitvi iyra Hum trvhtfab^. Qui ntii.. 1. i. c. to; 

-f Tkemifi^kXi cum it epuHs recu/ajjd lyratHj hubitus cjl indoiiiou CiC« 
Tufc* Quasft 1. i. n. 4. 

X Sutrinmm eruditionem.^acijitam ctnfi^/utt in nervorum vocumatte tdnttliui^^ 
ajcekantme id Omms: nee (}ui Ae/ciekat^fitisexcuituj dodrins putidfstitt. Ibi<!« 

^ In Apavtinondct virtiUiSms commmoratum ejl [altajjc turn commode ^fcipnterT 
^ue tibiti cantdffe Scilicet non eadint omnibus honefafunt at^ue turpiajjtd omnia 
majorum inftitim judUaniurt i»Oft'M. N>ti. ia pr»f«tt vU £^am. 

VoL< IV. S * grea 


37^ HISTORY OF THE 

great indufiry; and Philip's expreffion to his fon 
Alexander, w^no had ihown too much (kill in mufic at 
a fcait, induces nie to be of this opinion : ** Are you 
not aiham^d/' faid he, *' to fing fo well.". 

For the reil this efieem for dancing and mufic had its 
foundation. Both the one and the other were employed.' 
in the moil auguft feafts and ceremonies of religion, to- 
exprefs their acknowledgment tp the gods withthe- 
greater force and dignity, for the favours tkey had* 
youchfafed to confer upon thenu They had general- 
ly the greateft jfaare in iheir feafts and entert^nments, 
which feldom oi; ever beg^n or ended without fome 
odes being fung in honour jot the vi6lors in the Olym- 
pic games, and on other the lik^ occafions. They.had a 
part.alfo in war;.. and we know that the Lacedaemoni- 
ans marched to battle dancing, and to the found of 
fliiites. ' Plato, the moft grave philofopher of antiqui- 
t}c» confidered'both.thefe arts, not as fimple amufe- 
minut^, but as they had a gceat Ihare in the ceremonies 
of religion, and military exercifes. Hence we fee 
hiii> very intent, in his books of laws, to prefcribe 
rules upon dancing and mufic, and to keep them with- 
in the bounds of utility and decorum. 

They did: not continue long within thefe reflriftions. 
The licence of the Grecian ftage, on which dancing 
was in the higheft vogue., an.d in a manner proftituted 
to buffoons and the moft contemptible people, who 
made, no other ufe of it, than to fuggeft or fupport the 
moft vicious paflions; this licence, I fay, foon cor- 
rupted an.art, which might have been of fbme advan- 
tage, had it been regulated by Plato's opinion. Mufic 
had* a like deftiny ; and perhaps the corruption of this* 
di.djiot a little contribute to the depraving and pervert- 
ing of dancing. Voluptuouinefs and fenfual pleafure 
were the fole arbiters confuked in the ufes made of both, 
and the theatre became a fchool of every kind of vicCi. 

« Plutarch, in lamenting that the art of dancing was 
fo much fallen from the merit which rendered it efti- 
mable to the great men of antiquity, does not omit to 

'De leg. 1.. vii. g Sympof. U ix, qu, 15. p. 748. 
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6bferve, that ';it was cori^upted ty a vicious kind of 
j^oetry, and aToft eHeminate mufic, with ^Vhich it warf 
HI united, and which had taikdn place of the ancient 
poetry and mikfic, Ait had fofnething noble, majefftic,- 
and even religious ' and heavenly in them. He adds, 
that being made fubfervient to low tafte and fenfuali- 
ty , by their afd, it exercifed a kind of tyrannical power 
in the theatres, which \^ere become the public fcho6ls- 
of criminal paflionsand gfofs vices, wherein no regard 
wa^ had to rieafon. 

The reader, without my obferving upon it to him,' 
wilF make the ap|)lication of this paffage of Plutarch 
to the fort' of mufic which engroffes our thieatres at 
ttiis day, and which, by its effeminate and wanton airs,* 
has given the laft wound to the little ftianly force and 
Virtue that remained among us. Quintilian defcribes* 
the mufic of his times in thefe terms : *• Qua nunc in\ 
Jvenisejfeminata^ etimpudicis modisJrdSd^ non expaftt 
minima ^Ji quid in nobis viriHs roboris manebat^ cxcidit* 

2. Of the other Excrcifes of the Body. 

The young Athenians, and in general all the Greeks, 
were very intent upon' forming themfelves to all the 
exercifes of the body, and to go through their leffons 
regularly with the mafters of the Palaeftrae. They call- 
ed the jplaces allotted for thefe exercifes Pala?ftra, or 
Gymnafia; which anfwers very near to our academics. ' 
Plato, in his books of laws, after having ftiown of what 
importance it was in war to cultivate the hands and 
feet, adds * that far from baniOiing from a well regu- 
lated republic the profcffion of the Athletae, on the 
contrary, prizes ought to be propofed for all exercifes, 
that conduce to the improvement' of military virtue; 
fuch are thofe which render the body more aftive, 
and fitter for the race ; more hard, robuft, and fupple, ' 
more capable of fupporting great fatigues, and effeft- 
ing great enterprifes. We muft remember, that there 
w«s no Athenian, Who ought not to have been capable 
of hanjljingthe.oar; in the large!}; galleys. Thi citi- 

> Quintil. ], i, c. 1. • ^Lib* viU« dc leg. p. 832, 833 . 
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flave^ and CHH^iii^.s »§, in.^«;C^^49p* They .w^m ^ 
deftmcd to the t^eof war, ^^ an^ohligeil to we^r 
^T^^ of iron fr^mhuad 4Q f opt ifi f^ gf^atr w^jitr For 
thU reafon P^u>,aj|d all^bf anqi^i^tf^ loo]be4 UfQ9 ibe 
ex^cifes of the tbedy <i^ highly ui<^ul» sii;va'^ve|k gbjo- 
kitely neceflary toti^^^ood of ^l^.^i|bUc» aAd-tbore* 
&re this j^hiLMQphff. ex^^JbiL^^PQ^^ lU^pie jcoy^a theia» 

''There were alto mafters, who tajijiglit ^h^^(Oiuthi<> 

ride, and to b^41is .tl^x> a^^ or few^e^ am oth^s 
whole bufineC^ it was, to ioiiru^ then^^ii^ ^l (fa^t wa» 
neceilary to4>€ kAOwii, io ;9rd^. t^ e^i;e) in ib^e milu 
tary art, and t)«^(H>^ £oa4 com^iai^ders^ Ttie whole 
fcience of ih^'lat^i^ cosiQQ^ in wbfit the aacieots 
calted the Ts^&i/c, that is. to %ii the art pf di^s^in^ up 
tr9oyp.$ in,}9^tj|tle«. ^^4 o^f 9MlM^g «vi(li|aiy levototiottf* 
Th^t fcieii>ce »s& jufeJ^i^.Uijt dij^ np^fi+fec^^ ^ X«no- 
pbon Ihow^ iu df f(?£l4 ix^tprpdu^ii^g^ yaiK\g:pi^]atel)r 
come from fuch a fchool, in which he imagined he had 
learnt every thing, though in > reality he h^ only ac< 
quired a fboJifb efti^em iar^biinielf^ att)ead^4 W^it-^ per- 
le& ^gno^a^ce. I^e giy^s.h>in»by thf^ix^9t]ft of So« 
crates, admifahle pfQc/epU u{[xpii the bu&ne^i; of a fol* 
dier, and ve^y projp^ to form:aipi>e3^cQUe»l^^f&cer. 

Hunting wa£f aUp cpnfideced l>y t^^ ao^ciei^s. as a fit 
exercife for formifig )^QUtb ta the ftrat«|gen^ and fa- 
tigii^B of vfdx.^ It is iar this rea^c)^ XoM^hon, who 
was no lefs a great general, thai^ ^ great philp^Qpher, 
'^ did not think, it below him to vrjke ,a trjpatife exprefT- 
ly upon hunting, in iv]^ch he de;(cead$ tq the loweft 
particular ; and pbCerves nppn ji^e cpQ{i|d@faibJe advan- 
tages conJTequential of it, iu>xk biQisg,inure4:to fufier 
hunger, thirft, heat, cold, withoiH l^eing difcouraged 
either by the length of the courCe, tb^ du9iculty of the 
clifts and thickets, thrpugh whi^cb jt is often nece&ary 
to prefs, or the fmall fuccefs of the long and painful 
fatigues, which thffj often u^der^ to np purppfe. He 

^ Plutt VA LacbetC) p» s8i . < Memoribt 1. iu« p« 761, &c. 
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ly (hanicfol M*<cirtllilmU «^' 1*^^ ^ "^^^ ^^^ tnodlr- 

xo k acta »«g|«6l^k&«»e4>f liEf di)tki6fttGafeiirs>i ''Tte 
fati^ 2smh(ns ih the Gyyoptedki, h^qiiseiitly praife» 
Jiittiting^ t^Mrii lite l<»ofe» iit>iri» 'as a neal ex^rcife o€ 

vrar, aiid^4fdMrs;^ i'l^lhec^AMfAe of hi^ydung tero, the 
good ufe ihai tmft^t m^dn of ic« 

3.. l^the iXefdfi oftht Mind. 

Att^^s^ t<>fp«* pftt^«flf ,\iard«e fcherol irtd abod<i^ 
^f fK>IHe te^rftirtgj atft, and fcien**sr The ftudy of 
pc^fyi 5rid<fue<t<je, phitefoj^y, ^nd i*ialh*matics, was 
m gi*ca« V^^tf ihetcytfha ttiu(6h cvjki^^ted by the ybalh. 

Tte yOHfig ^pie ^fc few fen e^ to#rti ^mmat 
nMet mafter^, Wb6 ti^gHt ttf€iti t)egular(y» Aild upon 
proper p^mcipl^ftj tte4y^#tt tefe|Uage; by Which they 
^ttatited a \Vi^f^\t&jgt <tA Us Wft^le btf^ty* energy, 
numbef, «nd eiAfettefe, •H^n^* J^W^^d^d the uhr. 
VtEfrfal finfe'tHlte ^' Alfcferf^ Vll«HS,ai hiftbry iiifotms 
lits, ^ fitn^ttr h^b««\v^M«iefti ^^iftlAgtlffiied Th^dfihrailus 
to be a ftra^#i fiN^-flle^fifl^ati^^f « fingfe word 
in exprefling himfelf. And from the fame caufe the 
orators were grettrty ^lUUWBftlili v e *nf letting fall the 
leail injudicious expreuion^ for fearoi ofienaing fo re- 
fined and delicate 4il auSieilce. U was very common 
for the young people to get the tragedies reprefented 
upon the Cage oy heart, we have leen, that after the 
defeat of the Athenians, before Syracufe, many of themi^ 
*who had been taken prifdners apd ihade flaves, foften- 
cd their flavery by reciting the works of Euripides to 
their ttiafteifs/Whty, extrtm^HV fldighted -witli htlring 
fuch flibUdift Vtt-fe:, tfc^df theitt ffoin thctjceforeh 
xvith kiftdftris *ia htiftiafifty. ITie bdmn^ofitions t>f 
the other ptJ^ts h^d ifio'*)trt)t tfit ftitre^fFeft, tad Pltt*s 
tafch tells u^, th&t Altrbiade^, trticfn very yoiift|, hav- 
ing ettttrtd a fcho6l ih Virhi'€h tfK^i'e Vas hot ^ HoJtidr, 

^'fcyrop. 1. i. p. 5^ 6, ^ 1. ii. p. 59, 60. 
•Cic. in Brut. n. 172, ({tftita 1. VtSi. t. ^, Pint, in Pcricp. 156. 
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gave the mafter a box. on theear a$;an ignortot fel- 
low, F and one who diflionoured his .profeffion. 

As for eloquence, it is no wonder, that it .was parti<- 
cularly iludied at Athens. It was that opened the way 
to the higheft offices, reigned ahfolute in the afTem- 
blies, decided the moft important affairs of the ilate, 
and gave an alnioft unlimited power to thofe who had 
the talent of (peaking in an ewnent degree, .... ' ; 

This therefore was the great employment of the 
young citizens of Athens, efpecially of thofe who 
afpired to the higheft emplbyhients^ Tb'the ftudy of 
rhetoric they annexed that of philofophy:- I coitiprife 
under the latter, all the fciences which are either parts 
of, or relate to it. The perfons, known to antiquity 
under the name of fophift, had acquired a great repu- 
tation St Athens, . efneciaU-y- in- thc^time. of Socrjites. 
jThefe teachers, who. were as prefumptuous as avari- 
cious, fet themfelves up for univerfal fchol^rs.; Their 
,whole art lay in philofophy, acd eloquence, both of 
.which they corrupted by the.falfe tafte and wrong 
.principles they inftilled into their difciples. I have 
.obfei ved in the life of Socrates,' that philpfopher/fi en- 
.deavours and fuccefs in difcrediting them. 


CHAP. .II. 

OF WAR. 

•Sect. I. PeopJe of Greece in all Tmes very zvarlii^, 
ejpecialiy the Lacedamonians land Athenians.. 

Np'peopJe of antiquity.(I ^xcept the Romans) qould 
ditpute.the glory of arras ?ind military virtue, with 
the Greeks. ^During the Trojan war Greece fignalized 
jher valour in battle, and. acquired immortal tame by 
the bravery of the captains fhe fent thither. This ex- 
pedition was ho;Wever,,properIy /peaking, no more than 
the cradle of her infant glory j and the great exploits, 

V In Altlb. p« 104* 
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by which flie diftinguiflied herfelf there, were only h( 

, firfteflays, and apprenticefliip in the art of war. 

_. ,There were in Greece at that time feveral fmall n 

publics, neighbours to one another by their fituatioi 

but extremely remote in their cuftoms, laws, charafter 

- and particularly in their intereffs. This difference < 

- manners and interefts was a continual fource and occ; 

• Conof divifions amongftthem. Every city, little fati 

• fied with its own dominion, was iludious to aggrandi: 

• itfelf at the expence of its next neighbours, accordii 

• as they lay moll commodious for it. Hence all the 

• little uates, either out of ambition, and to extend the 

• conquefts, or the neceffity of a juft defence, were a 
ways under arms, and by that continual exercifeof ws 
formed in the univerfal people a martial fpirit.and j 
intrepidity of courage which made them invincible 
the field; as appeared in the fequel, wlitjnthe who 
united forces of the Eaft caaie to invade Greece, ai 

' made her fenfible what Ihe was, and of what capable 

Two cities diftinguiflied themfelves above the re 

, and held indifputably the firft rank; thefe were Spai 

. and Athens : . in conlequence of which thofe cities, c 

ther fucceffively or together, had the empire of Greec 

• and maintained themfelves through along ferics of tin 
. in a power, which the fole.fuperiority of merit, ur 

- verfally acknowledged by all the other ftates, had a 
quired them. This merit confifted principally in the 

i. military knowledge and martial virtue; of which thi 
had given the moft glorious proofs in the war agaii 
' the, Perfiansv Thebes diiputed this honour with the 
; fbr fome years^ by furprififlg aftions of .valour,vwhi) 
\ had foanething of prodigy in them ; But this wa&> bu4 
X flxort-lived blazci which, after/ having flione out wi 
I .e;dceeding fplendor, fooji difappeared, and left' that ci 
i in its original.obfcurity. Sparta and Athens will thei 

- fore be the only obje^ls ot our refle6lions as to wh 
, relates.to war, and we fliall join thexn together, in-oard 
. to be the better able to diftin^uifli their charafters, 
. well in what they rcfcmbk, as in what they, differ froi 
.each other, 

S£C 
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Sect. IL Origin md Caufi ^ ike Valcwt md rnili^ 
iary Vittue ky which (he Latedamenians dnd Aikem" 
anj always 4%/iingui/hed ihen^dtes. 

• • 

ALL the laws of Sparta, a^^ inftitiitjom of Lyciir- 
gus, feem lo have no otber obj^eft than war, and 
tended folely to ihe maJiing the fubje£ls of tbat^repub* 
tic a body oi foldiers. All otber employaient»»aiI other 
excrcifes were prohibited amoDgft them. Arts, polite 
learning, fciences, trades, even huibandr^ itiieit» had 
no (hare in their applications, and feemed la their eyes 
unwortliy of them. From their earlieft .infancy no 
other taite was inlUUed into them but for mrms ; and 
indeed the Spartan education was wonderfully v/ell 
adiipted to that end. To go barefoot, to lie. hard,. to 
liriri wi;b iitcic meat and drink, Xo fuffer heat and c^d, 
to cxercife continually hunting, wreitung, rimiiingorT 
foot and horfeback, to be inuiied to blows and wounds 
ia as to vent neither complaint, nor groan ; diefe were 
the rudiments of the Spartan youth with regard*to war, 
and enabled them one day to fupport all its fifiigtifis, 
'and to confront all its dangers. 

The habit of obeving, coniraSed from themoA eoxiy 
yearSi refpe£l for tne ihf^rftrates and elders, a perfe^ 
iubmiflion to the laws, ftx>m Which no agenof eondi* 
tion was exemrpt, pfepMnedthemamaaingly for mxlitairy 
difciplinc, which is in a manner the favl of war, and 
the principle of fuccefs in all great enterprifes. 

Now one of thefe laws was to conquer or die, and 
mever to furrender to the enemy. Leonidas, with bis 
thrte hundred Spartans, was a/i iliuftr^^ns ex»nple of 
;this, and his intrepid valour, extolled in adt a«es with 
the hiflheft applaufes, and propofed as a ipo&l^o all 
poftentv, had given the faiiia fpirit to the tiation, and 
ti^aecd uiem out theplan they weretotfoiknr. Tbe-dif* 
grace and infaony aAaexed to the violation of this lav, 
and to /fuch as 4}uitted their arttis in battle, eonfirAned 
the ohiervaRcii of it, and :e^«dered it in « Manner m- 

riolable. 
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VioliiWe. The mothets i^^totttifhetttlfec! to thfeir fotist 
v^htti i^ey ftt out for tfae fiefi, to t^tiirfi ^hli^er with of- 
upon their bucklers. Tfr^y tlid Aot <<re6p for thofs 
wio died with thfeir aitfis ih their harrds, but for thofft 
ivho prefervfed Ihetnfelves by flight. Ciil \ve be furi 
prifed, after this, that a ftftall body of fuch foldiersr, 
vith futh prihCiptes, fttould ptlt an intiunierable array 
of Barbarians to a ftand ? 

Vhe AlhenJattS "wtre nbt hft'd tip To rouahly as th6 
people of Spank, but had m \th Vilour. The tafte of 
the two people was quite dlfferfent itt regard to educau 
tiort and employrtient; but they attuned the fame end, 
though by different means. ThS Spartans knew only 

l\ow to ute thfeir arms, and wtre no moire than foldiers 'i 
bat ^hiongft the Athenians (and we muA fay z^ much of 
tKfe other people of Create) arts, trades, hufbandry. 
eommefce, and navigation, wer^ held in honour, and 
f bought no difj^ac^ no any one. Thfefe occupations wer^ 
no obftactes to the valour kai knowledge neccffary Ih 
-war; they difgualtlied t\ont for rifing to the greateft 
'commands andf the lirtt dignitt'eS of the republic. Plu- 
tarch obferves, that $oion, feeing the territory of Attica • 
was barren, applie'dhimfelf to turning the Induftry of 
liis citizens upon arts, trades and fcommerce, in order 
to fuppiy hii cdunirytherebv, with wUt k wanted on 
Che ficJe of fertility. Thk tmt becamfe one of the max.. 
ims of the government and fundamfental laws of thfe 
ftate, and perpetusited itfelf among the pe6ple, but 
v^ichout lenenrng In the le*fl( their ardour for war. 
. The aAjclent'Jlory of the nation, which had dtways 
djlttnguifhed ftlelf by mlHtkry bravery, wa^ a powerful 
fiiotive for dot «|egenerating from thd f^put^tion of their 
aneeitors. The femou^ battle of Marathon, wh^Vein 
tbey had {\xMtieA atone- the ftiock of the Barbarians, 
.and tfained a fignal viftory over them, infinitely height- 
ened their courage,' and the battle of Salamin, in the 
fuocefi of which they had the greateft fhare, raifed 
them to the higheil pitch of glory, and rendered fbefti 
ca^^< cf tbe peuoA tintcr^Hfes* 

S 5 A noble 
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A noble emulation not to give place in point of merit 
to Sparta, the rival of Athens^ and a lively jealoufy ot 
their glory, which during the war with the Ferfians con- 
tained itielf within due bounds, were another ftrong 
incentive to the Athenians, who every day made new 
efforts to excel themfelves,. and fuftain their reputation. 

The rewards and honours granted to thofe who had 
difiinguiOied theinfelves in .battle; the monuments 
crefted in memory of the- citizens who had died i 11* the 
defence of their country, the. funeral orations publicly 
pronounced in the midft of the moft.auguft religious 
ceremonies, to render Iheir names immortal ; all con- 
fpired infinitely to eternize the valour of both nations, 
and particularly of the Athenians, and to make forti- 
tude a kind of law and indifpenfable neceflity to them. 

p Athens had a law by which it; was prdairied, that 
thofe who had been maii^ned in war» fliould be main- 
tained at the expence of the public. The fame grace 
was granted to the fathers and niothers, as well as the 
children of fuch as had fallen in battle and left their fa- 
milies poor and not in a condition to fubfift themfel ves. 
The republic, like a good mother, generoufly took them 
* into her care, and. with^ great regard to them fupplied 
all the duties, and procured all the relief,' they could 
have expefted from thofe whofe Ipfs they deplored. 

This exalted the courage of the Athenians, and ren- 
dered their troops invincible, though not very numer- 
ous. In the battle of Plataea, where the army of the 
Barbarians, commanded by Mardonius, confiftedjof no 
lefs than three hundred thoufand men, and the united 
forces of the Greeks of only one hundred and eight 
,' thoufand two hundred men, there were in the latter 
only ten thoufand Lacedaemonians, of which one half 
were Spartans, that is to fay inhabitants of Sparta, and 
* eight thoufand Athenians. It is, true, each Spartan 
, brought with him feven Helots, which made in all 
thirty-five thoufand men; l)ut they were fcarce ever 
reckoned as foldiers. 

^ Plut. in Soloa. p. 9$, Ibid, in Meoex^ ^, S48, 249. Hiog. ttcn. 
in Solon, p. 37. ' 

This 


PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 387 

• This fhining m^rit in point of martial nralour> gcrie- 

- rally acknowledged by the other^ftates dnd people, did 

not fupprefs in the^ir minds all fentiments of envy and 

Jealouly ; as. appeared oace in relation to the Lacedae- 

monians. The allies, who were y wy much fuperior to 

^them in number, were in pain to fee themfelves Xub- 

jeSed to their orders, and murmured againft it in fecret. 

Ag6{ilau$,'king of Sparta, without feeming to have any 

.knowl^(^ge of their idilguft, aflembled the whokjarmy, 

.and after having -.made all the allies fit down on.one 

.fide, and th« Lac^dasmpnians by themfelves on the 

other, he caufed proclamationto.be made by a herald, 

^that all fmiths, mafons, carpenters, and fo on, thrpugh 

,the other trades, ibould rife up. Alinoft;all the allies 

did fo, ai)d not one of the Lacedaemonians, to.^yihom 

jail trades were prohibited. AgefUaus then fmiling, 

/* You fee," .faid he^^** how many more foldierj} Sparta 

.furniflies than all the reft of the allies together;** there- 

.by intimating, that to be a good foldierfi^^was neceflary 

:to be only a.foldier; that trades diverted the. artiz^u 

.from applying himfclf wholly to the profeflion pf arms 

.and the fcience pf war, and prevented his fucceeding 

fo well in it, as thpfe who made it their fole bufinefj? 

,and exercife. But Agefilaus fpoke and afted in that 

.manner from the prejudice of his opinion in favpur. of 

the Lacedsemonian education ; for indeed thofe^ ^^;hom 

he was for having confidered only as fimple artizans, 

had well demonilrated in the glorious viftories they 

had obtained pver th^ Perfians, and even Sparta itfeir, 

that they were by no means inferior to the Lacedaemo- 

nians, entirely ioldiers as they were, either in valour 

or military knowledge. 

-. • /* 

Sect. III. Different KindofTroops of which the Armies 
of the Lacedamonians and Athenians were compofed, 

THE armies both of Sparta and Athens w^re qom- 
pofed of four forts of troops: citizens, allies, 
'jnercenqfries, and flaves. Th$ folaiers were fometimes 
marked in the. hand, to diftinguifli them Ix^om the Oaves, 

who 
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who hmi (hit .chatafi^ impreiei umii Aek fdf^fiead. 
Imeqtrftert believe, that in aUuMii to tbis double 
manner of masking^ it is £ad in the Reve}ari6fi», that 
all were obliged *««t0 receive the m^rk of thebeaAin 
their right foSid, or in their ferehetfds;''^ and Aat S(. 
Paul favs of himfelf, *• ' I bear in In^ body (he Haerks 
of the Lord Jefus." 

The dtiffttii of Laeedjemonia were of two fm^h 
Mher thofe who inhabited Sparta itfelf, an^ who for 
liiat reafM were called Spartaii*^^ Or liofe who fiveS ip 
the coufary. In Ly^ttrgo^'t Itlfie (h^ 6^aftan# ainoimt. 
ed to nkie ihottfaiM, Mi the Othera to thirty ^xodhmi. 
Tbii number feems to have beeti r<^tAewhat' 


in (he time of Xerxea, m Dematia^iKy fptdAtiHg to hiiii 
of the LacedaemoBfan troeps^ computes only ei^ltfc 
Iboiifand Spartan. The lati^ wefit the floivet- of (ht^ 
nation, atia wa ttiay jtf<iij$e of ttla Vahie tfcey (€i trpofi 
them, by the anxiay the #eptiblto exjireflfed for (Brep 
or four hundred, befieged by the Aihentarift iti the 
fmal) iiand of SpbaAerTaf» wber^ they were tidten prf- 
foners* The La<leda?mofiiafis generally f|iared (he 
troops of their eoamry very mietch^ and fthi only a 
lew of ihein into the arMted. When aLacedastttOiihih 
']gelieral was afted hovr Aiany SpaHai^s th^ib Irere in 
the army ; he aaifwered, <• as ihaify M ^e n^^ffUrf (o 
repulfe the enemy.'* Tb^ fetVed the ftate stt their 
own eiEpence, and it Was not till after a( length of time 
(hfiit they received pay from the public. 

The greatefi number of t^troop^ iii the two re- 
publics Were compofed of the Jthes^ Whd W^rc paid bt 
Ihe citieis Which fent them. 

The foreign troops in the p<y ol the rej^trblie, (6 
the aid of which they were called in» were ityled Mer^ 
Ctniiries. 

tW Spartans never marched wiifaout Hdots^ w&^ we 
have fj^en that in the battle of PJataea every citizen had 
feven. I do hot belieVe thii humber Vas fixed, hor dM 
wtfU camp#ehend for What fetviee they Wei^e deigned. 
Is wo»>d have beeft very ill pt)licy to have pot arms 

into 
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into the liancis of fo gfeat ^ number of flaves, getietalljr 
thtatch difcontented witfc thelf mAfteri hatfh treatment 
of iherh» and yrho in confequCrtce had eyerjr thing to 
leAt f ron? them in battle, Herodotus, howet er , in tfte 
l^aflk^ I hate cited from him^ r enreffcnts them carrying 
arms in the fie}d as light-armed ioldiers; 

The infantnr cohfiftcd of two kiftd^ bf foldiers. 
T*he one were hejvy.afmcd and cirried great bucklers, 
Iances,ha*f-pikesr, andt fcyitjitart. The other Werit f ighf- 
armed, thJit is to fay, with bo^s and llJrtgs. Iliey wetfe 
commonly placed in the front of the battle, or upon the 
wings as a firft Une te {hoot their ^urrpws^ «n4 fling 
t)!€l?jaVdin& iiid ftones at the enemy i and when they 
had difchtfrged, ttfey r«iired through the ititerVals be- 
hind th^ battfilipns as a fecopd linei and continued their 
vpljjg^s. 

• Thucydid«js, in defcribirtg th^ battle of Man! ln*a, 
divides the LlCeds^monilah tf06p$ iii tbiS mannef. 
There were feven tegipi^nl^ ^ fcivr comptiAici each, 
without imsludiAg ih^ Sq^ifMSi to ibe numbtr of fix 
l^l»fidted ; Ihefe Were hovfemeii, of whom i OialJ foon 
Ibeak further. The company cpnfified. accordili& to 

itte Greek interpr^ifttj of a hundred ind twenfy-ejght 
men, and wa^ fub4ivlded intp four ptatodn$, each df 
thlrtv-t^o men. So that a regiment am^ufit^d (o five 
hungred and twelve men, find the feV€ft rnade together 
three thoufand five hundred fourfcore aUd four, feach 
|>Iatoen had fpur fiRen iti frotit, apd eight in depth, for 
that w^s tbe ufuat depth of the flle^, WTUch th^ officcr$ 
iftlghi change according to oc^cafiorf. 

The LaGfedstmomari^ 4id not aftnally begin to ufe 
cavalry till aft^r the war with Htifent, where they per- 
ceived their want olf it. ♦ Thdy raified their hdrlc pfin- 
ctpafly in aifmall city hot far trOih L4i£edieman, catted 
iciroSf frPm whence thefe tfoopS Were denominated 
StitiUi, at a^uitiieS. They Wcf^ always oh the ex!r0- 
Iftity t)f th^ left wiug, and this Was their poft by right. 

davAlry wa$ ftifl teore t^tt amongft u\t Athehiahs; 
ilM filiHMlloifll qC Aitica^ brorktn wt%k abuniaBiee o£ 

• Tbttcyd. 1. i. (. J^. ^ Ibid. 

mountains. 
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.mountains, was the caufe of this. It did not amount, 
after the war with the Perfians, which was the time 
.when the profperity of Greece was at the higheft, to 
more than three hundred horfe; but increaied after- 
wards to twelve hundred; a fmall body for.fo power- 
ful a republic. 

I have already obferved, that amongft the ancients, 
as well Greeks as Romans, no mention is made of the 
'ftirrup, which is very furpriiing. They threw them- 
.felves nimbly or horfeback. 

« 

•Corparo faltu 


Subjiciunt in equos, • An. 1. xi. ven 287. 

And with a leap fit Heady on the horfe. 

Sometimes the horfe, broke early to that kind of ma- 
nage, would ftoop down before, to give his mailer the 
opportunity of mounting with moje eafe ; 

Inde inclinatus colium^fubmijfus. tt armos 
De more^ inflexis prahebat Jcandert terga 
Cruribus. Sil. Ital. de equo Coelii £qu. Rom. 

Thofe, whom age or weaknefs rendered heavy, made 
ufe of a fervant in mounting on horfeback;^ in which 
they imitated the Perfians, with whom it was the com- 
. mon cuftom. Gracchus caufed fine ftones to be placed 
on each fide of the great roads of Italy at certam dif- 
taricesfrom one another, to help travellers to get on 
horfeback without the afliftanceofany body*. 

I am furprifed that the Athenians, expert as they ^ere 
in the art of war, did not diftinguifh that the pavalry 
was themoft eflential part of an army, efpecially in bat- 
tles; and that fome of their generals did not turn. their 
attention that way, as Therniflocles did in regard to ma- 
ritime affairs. Aenophon was well capable of render- 
ing them a like fervice in refpeft to the cavalry, of the 
importance of 'which he was perfeftly apprized. He 

.Wrote two treatifes upon this fubjeft ; oheof which re- 

l' ' ' ' ' * 

-•' , ^»«^«'^»«Mjf f*»t ^iofuvoiy. ,This word.AyaSiXfi/f, fignifiu a fervant, 
.who helped Jii« matter to mount 00 hoi fclMjckt 

gards 
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gards the care it is necefiary to take of horfes, and how 
to uncierftand and break .them; to which h^eiadcls the* 
exVrcife of the fijuadrc^; both well worth the reading 
of all who profefs arms. ' lit the latter he ftate^ the 
means of placing. the cavalry in honour, and lays down 
rul^s upon the art military in general, which might be 
pt very great ufe to all thofe who are defigned for the 
trade of war. 

I have wondered, io running over this fecond trea^i^e, 
to fee with what care Xenophon, a foldier and a pa^an, 
recomniendsithe praftice ot religion, a veneration of th^ 
gods, and the neceflity of imploring their aid upon all 
occafions. He repeats this maxim in thirteen different 
places of a tra£l in other refpe£ls brief enough; and 
rightly judging that thefe infinuatioixs might givelbme 
people offence, he makes a kind of apology for them, 
and concludes thie piece with a refleftioD, which I fliall 
repeat .entire in this plaqe., * ** If- any qnc," fays he^ 
*• wonders that I infill fo much here upon the neceffity 
of not forming any enterprife, without firft endeavour- 
ing to render the divinity favourable and propitious, 
let him refleft, that there are in war a thoufand unfore» 
feexi and obfcure conjunftures, wherein the generalp^ 
vigilant to take advantages, and lay ambufcades for 
each other, froni the uncertainty of 'an enemy's mol 
tions, can take no other council than that of tliegods^. 
'Nothing is doubtful or obfcure with them. They 
unfold the future to whomfoever they pleafe, on the 
inrpeflfohof the entrails of beafts,'by the fingingof 
birds, by vifions or in dreams, - Now we may pre- 
fu'me that, the gods are more inclined to illuminat^ the 
'minds pf fuch as confult them not only in urgent ne- 
ceffities,* but who at all times, and when no dangers 
threaten them, render them all the homage and adora- 
tion of which they are capable." ' ' 
' It became this great mai) to give ^the moil iinportant 
qf inftruaions to his fpn Gry.llus, to whom he addrefles 
^the'treatife we' mention^. ahd« who,, accbrdrng. to thp 
^co^mon , opinion,. ,'wa5i appointed to difciphne the 
Athenian cavalry, "^ ^ . t 

^ ' ' • ■• "* ' Sscf. 
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Sect. IV* Q/ maritiwu Aff^drt^ Ttecis^ und navd 

Screes* 

IF the Athenians were inferior to tlie LateideeflionTzm 
in refpeft to cavalry, they carried it infinitely ^^tqi 
them in naval aSair^, and we have feen their afailhiei 
that way make them mafters at fea, and £^ive them 
a great funeriority to all the other ftate* tn Creete. 
Af this funjcft i^ very neceffary to the nndefftkfldifl| 
many paflages in this hlttory, 1 (haH treat it more ex - 
tcnfively than other matters, andt fta!t make great nfe rf 
tvhai the learned father Don Beman! de Isfbntfaacon 
has raid of it in his books upon antiqoity. 

The principal parts of a fhrp were the prow or head, 
the poon or ftern, and the middle, catted in Latin 
iarina, tne hoik or waift. 

The Prow was the part in the front of the waift or 
ht]\y of the (hip * it was generally adorned with paints 
ingi and diflerent fcutptures of gods, nicn» or ammats. 
The beak, called rojmm, lay lower, and level \<iththe 
water ! it wai a piece of timber which ptojeded frcm 
the prow, eovered at tile point with btafs, and fome- 
times with iron. The Greeks termed it tAtiW*. 

'The other end of the (hip, oppoflte to the prow, wirs 
ealled the Poop. There the pifot fat and held the helm, 
which was a longer and larger oar than the reft. 
. The Waut wai the hollow of the veflef, or the 
hold. 

The th\pt were of two kinds. The one w^s rowed 
Whh oars, which were (hips of war, the other carried 
fails, and were veflfels of burden, intetided for commerce 
and tran (ports. Both of thetn fom^times made nfeof 
G^fi and fail* together, but that very rarely. The fhips 
of war are alfo very often called tong (hips by authors, 
and by that natne diflinguilhed from veflels of b^rd^. 

The long (hips were uirther divided into two fpecier; 
thofe which were called aQuntia naves^ and were very 
light veifers, Kke our brigantfnes ; and thofe called ©nly 
long (hips. The firft were ufually termed Cpen^ps^ 

3 becaufe 
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1)€ctefe tlMyhcdao decks. Of thefa light veffek t&ere 
wane fqnue laiger thasi ordtiiary» ^f which fene had 
twenty,' fomc thirty » and others fiorty oars , half on ate 
£de nti. half on the other, all on the fame line. 

The lodig fliips, which were uled in war, wereof IM> 

forts. Soiae had only one rank of oars on 4ach Ade; 

th«e ocbers two, three, four, fire, or a greaiern«iinber, 

■ ISO forty ; iaat tbefe* laft. were r^bcr : Cor <haw than utc. 

The long fliips of one rank of oars wt^e called 
apkraSi'y ,^at is to fa^, itncovered» and haxt'OO dei&k^: 
this difttngoifbcd: them from the 4atapkraSii wluch hal 
decks. They had only fmall pieoes to (land on, at the 
bead and ftern, in the time of aCtion. 

The ftaps moll conimonly ufed in the battles of the 

wuchm/^ were thofe irhich carrifid fi^m^thrfe to five 
lanks or benches of oars, and were called M*€mii and 

•It h a great queftion, anctvhas gi^en oecafitm for 
a^untlance of teamed diflertatioos, famr firefe bef»dhas 
of parsweredifpofed. SoaMwiU tot^k^ that they weiie 
placed at length,. hke^ the ranks of oafvsiA tfaenAodem 
ga^lejFs. Others maifitaitt»that>the range»of the hrreme^, 
trireities,quinqueraixies,and fo onto ^ntuniMr of ibr- 
ty in fprnev e i fci s, wersode ^ove ani»t1ier. Tofuppott 
this: lafk opinion, innumerable pafiagts are eitecl frofh 
ancient authors, which ie^m to leave no ^fnanner df 
doubt in it, and are confiderably corroboraied by the 
column of Tn^an, ynhidtk reprefents thefe ranks one 
above another. Father Montfaucon, however, aver^, 
that all the perfons of greateft (kill in nava) tffiair^, 
i¥honi he baa confulted^ declared, tbatthe tbinj^ con- 
ceived in that manner, feemed to them tftterty impof- 
fibte. Bat fuch a way of reafoning is a weak prodf 
agittflfft the experience of fo many a^s, confifmfed by 
U> many authors. It is true, that m adiHittitig theie 
ranks of 6ars to be diipofed perpendicularly 6ne abo^ 
' another, it is noteafy to comprahend bow they odutd 
be worked-} bat in th<i bifemes and triremesf tif the 
coliunn-of Trajan, the lower ranks atep^kiced ^tiqu^* 
ly, andt as it^irere, JHifi«g by ikgrees. 

In 
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In ancient times the firips with fcveral ranks of oars 
.were not known : they made ufe of long (hips, in which 
the rowers, of whatevernumber they were, worked all 

Son .the fame line. * Such was the fleet which the 
•eeks fent againft Troy. It was compofed of-twelve 
hundred fail, of which the galleys of Bceotia had each a 
.hundred and twenty men, and thofe of Philoftetes 
fifty ; and this no doubt intends the greateft and fmall- 
eft veffels. Their galleys had no decks, but were built 
like common boats ; . which is ftill praftifed, • fays Thu- 
cydides, by the pirates, to prevent their being fo foon 
. difcovered at a aiftance. 

**The Corinthians are faid to have been the firft who 
changed the form of (hips, and, inflead of Cmple gal- 
leys, m^de veffclswith three ranks, in order to add, by 
.the multiplicity of oars, tothefwiftnefs and impetuofity 
of their motion. Their city, advantageoufly iituatcd 
- between two feas, lay well for commerce, and i£rved as 
aftaple for merchandife. From their example, the in- 
• habitants of Corey ra, and the tyrants of Sicily, equipped 
^alfo many galleys of three benches, . a little before the 
, war againft the rerfians. It was about the fame time the 
.Athenians, at the warm infiances of Themiftocbs, who 
: forefaw the war which fooniiroke^o^i built-feips of the 
fame form, the whole deck not being yet in ufe ; and 
^ from, thenceforth they applied themfelves to naval af- 
fairs with incredible ardour and fuccefs. 
i The b^ak of the prow froflrumj was that part of the 
^vefTel of which moft ufe was made in fea-fights. ' Arif- 
^ton of Corinth perfuadcd theSyracufans, when their 
^city was befieged by the Athenizkus, to make their 
.prows lower and fhorter; which advice gained them 
the viftory. for the prows of the Athenian yeffels 
being very highland very weak, their beaks ftruck on- 
ly the parts aboye water, and, for that reafon did little 
damage to the enemy's Ihips; whereas the Syracufans, 
whofe prows were .ftrong and low, and their beaks le- 
vel with the water, at a fingle blow often funk the 
triremes of the Athenians. 
• Thucyd. 1, i. p. 8. . b Thucyd. 1. i, p. lo. • Diod. L ^iii . p. 1 41 . 

Two 
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:. Two Torts of people - ferved on boardT thefe' galley s. 

The one. were employed, in fteeting and working thee 

Ibip, who^were the rowersj remi^^s-^.zxiA the mariners^ 

nauict. The reft were foldiers mxended for the fight, 

.and. are meant in Greek by the word «T7>C*asiTa/. This dif- 

:tin£lion was not underftood in the early times, when the 

rfande perfons roWed, fought, and did all the nece^ary 

- work of the fliip ; which was alfo not wholly difufed in 

:ldter days.. For *Thucydide»,in defcribing the iarrival 

of the Athienian fleet at the fm.dl ifland of Sphafteria, 

obferves, that only the rowers of the lowcft bench rcj- 

.mained in the fhips, arid that the f eft went oh fliore.with 

their arms, . . » 

1. The condition of the rowers was very har.d and 

JaboriQi^s. I have already faid, that the rowers, as well 

'•al tftanncrs, were all citizens .and treemen, and not 

Iflaves or ftranger$ as in thefe days. Th^ rowers were 

-jdiftinguiflied by th^ir feveral ftages. The lower rank 

"wer^ called Thalamitc^ftht middleZ^^^V^f , and the highp 

.eft Thratiitix, Thucydides remarks, that the latter .had 

-greater pay than the reft, becaafe they worked, with 

longer and heavier oars than thofe of the lower benches. 

* It fcems that; the crew, in order to afl: in cpncert, and 

.witbbetterrffcg:,. were fometimes guided by the .fti>g- 

ing of a man,- aod foretimes by the found ot an inftru* 

^en^; and this grateful harmony ferved not only to 

jregulitethe mpjtion: of their oars, but to diminifli.and 

Jboth the pains of their labour. 

i It is a queftipn amongft the learned, whether there 

was a man to. eve^iiy ojar in thefe gfeat (hips,; 6r feveral, 

as in thegal;kys of thefe days. What Thucydides ob- 

•ferves on.tjtie pay of the Thranltae,, fcems to imply that 

,they worked Jing;le. For. if otljers had.ihared the work 

.with them,' wherefore had they greater pay given them 

^than tbpfe who managed an oar alone, as the latter ha4 

as much, and perhaps more, of the labour than they? 

•'^* '• " ' •- ^Thucyda. iv. p. 2^5. 

♦ Muficam natura ipja indetur ad tolirandos/acilius labores veluti mUnm nobis 
d9di]jlrt \$^'ieM ebrmig>cs cantm kortatarf necjolum in Us eptrtbus, in*qui' 
buiplarmm46Mtus frc^euntecdiqua jucunda voce eonjpirat, fed etiamjingulorun 
fatigtUio quanUibtt-fi- rttdi' maiutatmijokourm Q v v»t 1 1^. U i. «« t o. "^ 
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JFatlier Montfamcim btliefcs; that in tke rt^lt^ ^of^Eve 
Tanks there might be feteial iHe» to onexmr. 

He vho cook oare of tte wlfofe c y«w,:aiA cctaxnmd- 
ed tke veflel, was caUed naudtruh atul^^vvQA the jpnwrK- 
paloftcer. The fecond wa$. the pikit/^tirrj»A7r; Ms 
»bice was in the Mop, where Ike heUl:diie^ faeilmin bk 
mild, amd fleered the ^effel. HU ftlll confiftei it 
Jcnowin^cbe coafis, porte, rocks, lhoab,2ii»de%e<nHy 
d» winds and ftars; for before cbeifiTtotMrA of tbe 
compafsy the pilot had mithatng to dired biift d«trmg dse 
ntght biittbeilars* 

a. Thefc^diefs, wkofovghiitiibeftifii, wei^aftt- 
ed almoft in the fame manner with the land forced. 
*The Athenmns, at the battle ef Stthtfrntyhad a hun- 
dred and fburfcore veflefo, and m eafh of thtfiK iiigki- 
tmni fitting men^ four ef whom wevrarcfaenr, uti tW 
reft heavy-armed troops. The offi^r-ii^iD^tiiriiunided 
thefe foldters was ealkd'tf*«|sttfi^,Mdthe ecm^^ 
of the whole fleet wdnm^tn^^, ot ^jp^viryM. 

We cannot exaBiy fiiy'theailvi;beyoFf<rtdi«n/ni^ 
tiers, and rowers, that fer^ed^Oft boaitl each ihipi b>iK^ 
it geneialiy amounted^ tot two Jimtdrtdi, mot-e'o* ltt£f,sis 
«^ears from HerodDntt>t eftifliaoi of the 9tt6»^Sket 
in tbe time of Xer^fef, Mi in oArer pbu»^s mlnupt 'He 
^e«!itiofts thai of the Greeks. 1 mean here' rift^|reiffiBci 
itU, the triremes, which were tk» fj^tiiiS'' x»dft f^tffl. 

The pay of tkofe whi> ferved kvthQft* Aiipa ^sptfed-vo- 
ry much at different times- Wh»tt young CynfS wri*i. 
ed in Afia^ h was only three oboli, which wa^^half a 
drachma, or fivepcnce j artd the ♦ treaty betweeffiiR 
Perfians and I^Gedaemonians was conebNMi opon thiis 
foot ; which gives reafoii to beiie^e, fh«t the oliial pay 
•was three oboK. Cyrus, it Ly&ndex^ raqodlr^dtfda 
ifourth, which mradefixpence baifpettyiy'a day% >h 
wa$ often raifed to a whole drachnaa, ^lAiottt ten-piefice 

• Plut. in Themift. p. 119. rX^noph. Hift It. p. 441* 

i Thutyd. L VI. p. 431 . 

tbrccA^ak* day fin ever^ lOH^lte ;ihM4d«a.Jb«iVcU 

jfrencha 
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French. In the fleet fitted out againft Sicily the Athe^ 
xiiam gftve ^dmtia^^.^jiMyXO tSte tjsoo^s. The fumof 
fyun ukntss.^ *, which the people i^f Kigoftn advanced 
t})e AU»<aUn$ mpntUy iox the maintaining of iixtv 
Qj^t Ihows that the nay of each veiTel for a month 
^ffiounted to a talent, that is to fay, to three thoufand 
Uvve« ^ which fuppofes, that each fbip*& companj^ con<^ 
fifted of two hundred men, each of whom receded a 
<liiaf;bm» or ten*pence a day. As the officers* pay wasr 
l)i|i^r,» the xepuDlic perhaps either f urnifhed the over« 
plus, oritw^ dedu&ed out of the total of the fum ad« 
vanced iox a veflel« by ahating fomething in the pay o£ 
tbejMri>^e rnra* 

tW fame may b^ £ud of the land troop;; as bat been 
fsud of the feameo* except that the hArue had double 
their f^. It appears that the ordinary pay of the foot 
was three oboli a day^and tbatitwas augmonted accord«- 
ingj^^times and occaTtons. ' Thimhrxm, theLaceda&« 
moQjuup, when he joaarched againft Tiflapheamei, pro* 
nuled adarii;ka month to eachiQldier»twoto acaptain, 
and four to the colonels. Now adarlck a month is four 
oholt aday. YoungCyrus^to animate. his troops, whom 
a too Long march had difcouiaged,. inftead oi one da»> 
rick, promifed one and a halfto each (bldier, which 
sunounted to a drachma, or ten-pence French a da;^« 

It may beaikedhow the Lacedaemonians, whofe iron 
coin, the only fpecie current amongil them, would go 
JK> where elfe, could maintain armies by fea and land, 
and where they found money for their fubfiftence. It 
is not ito be doubxed, but they raifed it, as the Atheni- 
aos did, by cootributionjs from their allies, and ftill 
more from the cities, to which thcv gave liberty and 
proteOion, or frpm thofe they haa con(}uered from 
their enemies. Thefrfecondfund for paymff their fleet 
and armies was the aids they drew From tnc king of 
Perfia, as we have fcen on federal occaiions. 

^ Thucyd. U vi. p. 4.15. * Xenoph. ExpcdU* Cyr. I. vii» 

« Aboutt.ftiooUfteciiag^ 
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aarcrfe to^ ^omplaceaey, and Idfs iacUned to hitmourw 
Upona«odler occafion tfaeontor StratocIes^&Lviag m- 
£milB«d the people of a viQory, and- in coafequcnce 
OUifed facraices to be ofiered» three days after news 
came o£ the ddeat of the army. As the people exprefl** 
ed ^leir difcontent and refentment upon the falfe in* 
formation, he aiked them« ^ of what they had to com* 
plain, and what harm he had done them, in msdang 
them pafs thrae days more agreea^y than tk^ woim 
eUie have done P 

•• IV. ♦ They were pleafed with hearing theatfelves 
pratfed, and could hot bear to be railed at, or criti- 
oifed. Theleaft acquaintance with Ariftophanes and 
I3bemofthfities will ikew, with what adcbefi s^ effefl 
they employed praifesand criticifm wHji regard io the 
people of Athem. 

'* When thei%pttblic enjoyed peace and tian^oilUty, 
fays the fame Plutarch in another pbce, the A^ienian 
people diy«rted themfe) vei wkb the orators who flatter-^ 
od tnem : but in important affairs, and emergtMciii^ oS 
the ftate, they became ferious^:and ga>veitht'pcd«reBce 
to thofe, wfaodie cuftom it bad ^been to oppofe theirr ufi-^ 
juA defiresf fuch as i^ericles, Pbock>n, and Demof* 
theB£s« "- 

** V. + They tept thofe who governed them im awe^ 
and flifiwed their humanity even to their enemies.'" 

The people of Athens made g9od ufe of the talents 
of tboie who diftingui&ed themfdves by tbeii* elo- 
quence and prudence ; hivt they wei^e full o£ fufpiciofl, 
and kept themfelves always oi^ their guard againft tlieir 
fuperiority of genius and ability : they look pleafttfe in 
neftraining their courage, and leffeningtheir gioty and 
reputation.- This may be judged from theofttacifen, 
which was inftituted only as a curb on t)iofe, whofe 
merit and popularity ran too'high, and which ^»ared 

a Plut. in Pbocian, p. 746. 
* Tote /uiy tiraiwffiv aurov fji0tMsr<^ X»^ttt tm; ^ tfUK/irltfO'ty *ixi^n iv» 

heithtx 
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neither tlid gprcateft nor the moft worthy peffoiis. The 
hatred oi tyranny and tyrants^ which was in a manner 
innate in the Athenians, made them extremely jealous 
and apprehenfive for their liberty, with regard to thofe 
who governed. 

As to what relates to their enemies, they did not treat 
them with rigour; they did not make an infolent ufe 
of viftory, nor exercife any Cruelty towards the van- 
-quifiied. The amtiefty decreed after the tyranny of the 
Thirty, (hows that they could forget the injuries which 
had been done them. 

To thefe different charafteriftics which Plutafch 
unites in the fame paffage of his works, fome others may 
be added, extrafted principally from the fame authof. 

*« VI, It was from this * fund of humanity artd be- 
nevolence, of which I have now fpoken, and which was 
natural to the Athenians, that they Were fo attentivet6 
the rules of politenefs, and fo delicate in point of juft 
behaviour; qualities oiie would not expeft to fitid 
among the common people. ° In the war againft Phi^. 
lip of Macedon, having intercepted one of his cou- 
riers, they read all the letters he carried, except that of 
Olympias hili wife, which they returned fealed up and 
uno}>ened, out of regard to conjugal love and fecrecy, 
the rights of Which are facfed, and ought to be refpea- 
ed even amongft enemies. The fame Athenians hav» 
ing decreed, that a ftrift fearch ihould be itiade after 
the prcfents diftributed by Harpalus amongft the ora* 
tors, Would not fuffer the houfe of Callicles, who was 
lately manJied, to be vifited, put of refpeft for- his 
bride, not long brought home. Such behaviour is not 
very common^ and upon like occafions people do not 
iland much upon forms and politenefs. 

•* yiL The tafte of the Athenians for all arts and 

fciences is too Well known to re<juire dwelling lon^ 

upon it in this place. Befides which, I fliall have od* 

,^«iion to fpeak of it with fome extent elfcwhere. But 

• Wtit. in-Deuictt. p. 8gd. 
* nar^ifly avrotc )$ ovyifi/hif nv r9 f>tXf»y0gwff«r« la Pdop. p. ftao« 
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vc cannot fee without admiration a people totnpofed 
for the moil part, as I have faid betore, of artifans, 
hufbandmen» foldiers, and mariners, carry delicacy of 
tafie in every kind to fo high a degree of perfection, 
which fcems the peculiar attribute of a more exalted 
condition and a noble education^ 

•• VIII. It is no lefs wonderful that this people* 
fiiould have fuch great views, and rofe fo high in their 
pretenfions. In the war Alcibiades made them under- 
take, filled with vaft projefls and unbounded hopes, 
they did not confine themfelves to the taking of Syra- 
cufe, or the conqueftof Sicily, but.had already added 
Italy, Peloponnefus, Lybia, the Carthaginian ilates, 
and the empire of the fea to the Pillars of Hercules. 
.Their enterprife failed, but they had foi-raed it ; and 
the taking of Syracufe, which feemed no great di£B* 
culty, might have enabled them to put it in execution. 

*' IX. The fame people, fo great, and, one may fay, 
fo haughty in their proje3s, had nothing of that cha- 
jafter m other refpeSs. Ip what regarded the expence 
of the table, drefs, furniture, private buildings, and, in 
a word, private life, they were frugal, fimple, modell, 
and poor; but fumptuous and magnificent in all things 
public, and capable of doing honour to the flate. 
Their vi£lories, conquefis, wealth, and continual com- 
niunication with the people. of Afia Minor, introduc- 
ed neither luxury, gluttony, pomp, nor vain profufion 
among them. ° Xenophon obferves, that a citizen 
could not be diftinguiihed from a flave by his drefs. 
The richeit inhabitants, and the moil famous generals, 
were not afliamed to go to market themfelves. . 

It was very glorious for Athens to ^have produced 
and formed fo many excellent perfons in the arts qf 
war and government ; in philofophy, eloquence, poefy, 
painting, fculpture, and architefture : of having fur- 
nifhed alone more great men in every kind than any 
other city of the worl^; if perhaps we .except Rome* 

<»D€ Rep. Athcn. p^.S^S^ 
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'wbich * had imbibed learning and arts from her, and 
knew, how to apply her leflbns to the befl: advantage ; 
of having been in fome fort the fchool, and tutor of 
almoft the whole univerfe; of having ferved, and ftill 
continuing to ferve, as the model for nations, which 
pique themfelves moft upon the excellency of tafte ; 
ipi a word, of having taught the language, and pre* 
fcribed the laws of all that regards th^ talents and pro«.. 
du£lions of the mind. The part of this hiftory, where- 
iD I fiiall treat the fciences and learned men, that ren« 
dered Greece illuftrious, with the arts alfo, and thofe 
who excelled in them, will fet this in a clear light. 

** X. I fliall conclude this defcription of the Athe- 
nians with one more attribute, which cannot be denied 
them, and appears evidently in all their a£lions and 
enterprifes ; and that is, their ardent love of liberty. 
This was their darling paflion and great principle of 
policy. We fee them, from the commencement of 
the war with the Perfians, facrifice every thing to the 
liberty of Greece. They abandoned, without tlie leaft 
regret, their lands, eftates, city, and houfes, and re- 
ipoved to their (hips, in order to fight the common 
enemy, whofe view was to enflave them. What could 
be more glorious for Athens, than, when all the allies 
were trembling at the vaft offers made her by the king 
of Perfia, to anfwer his ambaflador by the mouth of 
p Ariftides, that all the gold and filvcr in the world was 
not capable of tempting them to fell theii^own, or the 
liberty of Greece? It was from fuch generous fenti- 
ments that the Athenians not only became the bulwark 
of Greece, but preferved the reft of Europe, and all the 
weftern world, from the invafion of the Perfians. 
' Thefe great qualities were mingled with great de- 
fefts, oftenthe very reverfe of them, fuch as we may 

F Plut. in Ariftid. p. 334. 

• Gracia captajerum vi^ifrtm cepity et artes 

IntuHt agrefti iMtio. Ho rat. Epift. I. 1. s. 

Greece taken, took her fava|{e vigors hearts, 
And poliih'd ruftic Latium witt^ her ana. 

T.8 imagine 
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imagine in a fl\i£luating, light, inconflant, capricious 
people, as the Athenians. 

Sect. VI. Common CharaBir of the Laccdamonians 

and Athenians. 

I CANNOT refufe giving a place here to what Mr. 
Bofltiit fays upon the charafter of the Lacedaemo* 
irians and Athenians. The paffage is long, but will 
not appear fo, and includes all that is wanting to a per« 
left knowledge of the genius of both thofe people. 

Amonffft all the republics of which Greece was 
compofed, Athens and Lacedaemon were undoubtedly 
the principal. No people could have more wit than 
the Athenians, nor more folid fenfe than the Lacedx« 
inonians. Athens affeded pleafure; the Lacedaemo- 
nian way of life was hard and laborious. Both loved 
glory and liberty ; but the liberty of Athens tended to 
licence ; and controlled by fevere laws at Lacedaemon, 
the more reftrained it was at home, the more ardent it 
was to extend itfelf In rule abroad. Athens was alfo 
for reigning, but upon another principle, in which'in- 
tereft had a fliare with glory. Her citizens excelled 
in the art of navigation, and the fovereignty at fea had 
enriched her. To continue in the fole poffeffion of all 
commerce, there was nothing (he would not have fub- 
jefted to her power; and her riches, which infpired 
this paflion, fupplied her with the means of gratifying 
it. On the contrary, at Lacedaemon money was in 
contempt. As all the laws tended to make the latter 
a niilitary republic, the glory of arms' was the fole ob- 
jeft that engrofled her citizen^. From thence (he na« 
turally affected dominion : and the more Ihe was above 
intereft, the more (he abandoned herfelf to toibition. 

Lacedaemon, from her regular life, was fteady and 
determinate in her maxims and meafures^ Athens was 
more lively and a£live, and the people too much maf- 
ters. Their laws and philofophy had indeed the moft 
happy eife6)t» upon fuch exquifite natural parts as 

theirs, 
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theirs, btit reafon alone was not capable oF kee]>iii^ 
them within due bounds. * A wife Athenian, who^ 
knew admirably the genius of his country, informs 
us» that fear wis neceflary to thofe too ardent aB<l 
free fpirits ; and that it was impoflible to govern them,. 
aftcnT the vi£lory at Salamin had removed their fear» 
of the Perfians. 

Two thiiigs then ruined them, the glory of tlieir 
great anions, and the fuppofed fecurity of their prefent 
condition. The magiilrates were no longer heard, and 
as Perfia was afflided^vith excefiive flavery, fo Athens, 
fays Plato, experienced all the evils of excefiive liberty. 

Thofe two great republics, fo contrary in their man- 
ners and condud, interfered with each other in the de« 
fign they had each formed of fubje3ing all Greece; 
£o that they were always enemies, more from the con- 
trariety of their interefts, than the incompatibility of 
their humours. 

The Grecian cities were again ft fubmitting to the 
dominion of either the one or the other; for, befides 
the defire of preferving their liberty, they found the 
empire of thofe two republics too grievous to bear. 
That of the Lacedaemonians was fevere* That peo- 
ple were obfervcd to have fomething almoft brutal in 
their charafter. * A government too rigid, and a life 
too laborious, rendered their tempers too haughty, 
auftere, and imperious in power: befides which they 
could never expe£l to live in peace under the influ- 
ence of a city, which being formed for war, could not 
fapport itfeli, but by contmuing perpetually in arms* 
**iSo that the Lacedaemonians were capable of attaining 
to command, and all the world were afraid they (hould 
do fo. • 

« The Athenians were n^tturtHy obliging and agree- 
able. Nothing was more delightful to behold than 
their city, in which feafts and games were perpetual, 
where wit, liberty, and the various paflions of men 

• PUt. 1. iii. dc Leg. • Ariftot. Polit. 1. i. p. 4. 

• Xcnoph, de 9.ep« lacom* « f litt de Rep, 1^ viii* 

daily 
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daily exiitbited hew obje£ls;. but the inequality of tbeit 
co^au£l difguiled. their dllie5« and was Aill more in« 
(upport^ble to their own fubje6ls. It was impoiTible 
(iur them not to experience the extravagance and ca- 
price of a flattered people, that is to fay, according to 
Plato, fomething more dangerous than the fame ex- 
cefles in a prince vitiated by flattery. 
' Tbefe two cities did not permit Greece to continue 
in repofe. We have feen the Peloponnefian and other 
wars, which were always occafioned, or fom.ented, by 
the jealoufy of Lacedaemon and ^thens. Bqt the fame 
jealoufies which involved Greece in troubles, fupport- 
cd it in fome meafure, and prevented its falling into 
the dcpeudance of either the one or the other of thofe 
republics. 

. TbePerGans foon perceived this condition of Greece, 
and accordingly the whole royftery of their politics 
confiAed in keeping up thofe jealoufies, and fomenting 
thofe divifions. Lacedaemon, which was the moil am- 
bitious, was the firfl: that gave them occalion to enter 
into the quarrels of the Greeks. They engaged in them 
t/om the fole view of making themfelves mafters of 
the whole nation ; and induilrious to weaken the Greeks 
by their own arms, they waited only the opportunity 
to crufh them all together, y The nates of Greece in 
their wars already regarded only the king of Perfia, 
whom they called the Great King, or tke king^ by way 
of eminence, as if they had already been of the num- 
ber of his fubjeft?. But it was impoflible-that the an- 
cient fpirit of Greece Ihould not revive, when they 
were upon the point of falling into flavery, and the 
hands of the Barbarians. 

The petty kings of Greece undertook to oppofe this 
great king, and to rutp his ^empire. ^Withafmall 
army, but bred in the difcipline we have related, Age- 
fijaus king of Sparta, made the Perfians tremble in Afia 
Minor, and Ihowed it was not impolEble to fubvert 
their power. The divifions ol Greece alone put a flop 

1 ftat. 1. 3. dc leg. Ifocrat. Panc^r. « PoJyb. 1. 3- 

to 
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to his conquefts. The famous retreat of the ten thoii- 
fand, who after the death of young Cyrus, made theit 
way in a hoftile manner through the whole Perfian em- 

{ire, and returned into their own country ; that aftion, 
fay, demonftrated to Greece more than ever, that 
their foldiery was invincible, and fuperior to all op- 
pofers; and that only their domeftic divifions could 
fubjeft them to an enemy too weak to refift their unit- 
ed force. 

We ihall fee in the feries of this hiftory, by what 
methods Philip king of Macedon, taking advantage of 
thefe divifions, came at length, between addrefs and 
force, to make himfelf little lefs than the fovereign of 
Greece, and to oblige the whole nation to march'un- 
der his colours againft the common enemy. What he 
had only planned, his fon Alexander brought to per- 
feflion; and (howed the wondering world, how much 
ability and valour avail againft the moft numerous ar- 
mies and the moft formidable preparations. 


END OF VOL. IV. 
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